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ANNE. 


TH  E  generals  of  the  allies  now  undertook  A.  c.  1708; 
an  enterprize,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  h^  aiiie* 
the  French  generals,  favoured  of  rafhnefs 
and  inconfiderate  felf-fufficiency.  This  was  the 
fiege  of  Lille,  the  ftrongeft  town  in  Flanders,  pro- 
vided with  all  necefTaries,  (lore  of  ammunition,  and 
a  garrilbn  reinforced  by  one  and  twenty  battalions 
of  the  beft  troops  in  France,  commanded  by  mare- 
chal  de  Boufflers  in  perlbn.  But  thefe  were  not 
the  principal  difficulties  which  the  allies  encounter- 
ed. The  enemy  had  cut  off  the  communication 
between  them  and  their  magazines  at  Antwerp 
and  Sas-Van-Ghenti  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to 
bring  their  convoys  from  Oftend  along  a  narrow 
cauleway,  expofcd  to  the  attack  of  an  army  more 
numerous  than  that  with  which  they  fat  down  be- 
B  2  fore 
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A.c.  i7o8.fore  Lille.  On  the  thirteenth  of  Auguft,  it  was 
invefted  on  one  fide  by  prince  Eugene,  and  on  the 
other  by  the  prince  of  Orange -Nafiau,  ftadtholder 
of  Fricfiand  •,  while  the  duke  of  Marlborough  en- 
campec]  at  Helchin  to  cover  the  fiege.  The  tren- 
ches were  opened  on  the  twenty-fecond  day  of  Au- 
guft, and  carried  on  with  that  vigour  and  alacrity 
which  is  always  infpired  by  victory  and  fuccefs.  The 
dukes  of  Burgundy  and  Vendome  being  now  join- 
ed by  the  duke  of  Berwick,  refolved,  if  poffible, 
to  relieve  the  place  •,  and  made  feveral  marches  and 
counter-marches  for  this  purpofe.  Marlborough 
being  appriled  of  their  intention,  marched  out  of 
his  lines  to  give  them  battle,  being  reinforced  by 
a  confiderable  body  of  troops  from  the  liege,  in- 
cluding Auguftus  king  of  Poland,  and  the  land- 
grave of  Heffe  as  volunteers  :  but  the  enemy  de- 
clined an  engagement,  and  the  allies  returned  to 
their  camp,  which  they  fortified  with  an  intrench- 
ment.  On  the  ieventh  day  of  September,  the  be- 
Jiegers  took  by  aftault  the  counterfcarp  of  Liile, 
after  an  obftinate  action,  in  which  they  loft  a  thou- 
fand  men.  The  French  generals  continued  to 
hover  about  the  camp  of  the  confederates,  which 
they  actually  cannonaded  ;  and  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough  again  formed  his  army  in  order  of  battle  : 
but  their  defign  was  only  to  harrafs  the  allies  with 
continual  alarms,  and  interrupt  the  operations  of 
the  fiege.  They  endeavoured  to  furprife  the  town 
of  Aeth,  by  means  of  a  fecret  correfpondence  with 
the  inhabitants  •,  but  the  confpiracy  was  difcovered 
before  it  topk  effect.  Then  they  cut  off  all  com- 
munication between  the  befiegers  and  the  Schelde, 
the  banks  of  which  they  fortified  with  ftrong  in- 
trenchments,  and  a  prodigious  number  of  cannon ; 
fo  that  now  all  the  (lores  and  necefiarics  were  fent 
ty  the  camp  of  the  confederates  from  Oftend. 
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On  the  twenty-firft  day  of  September  prince  Eii-A-c  J?°8: 
gene,  who  was  in  the  trenches,  feeing  the  troops 
driven  by  the  enemy  from  a  lodgment  they  had 
made  on  the  counterfcarp  of  the  Tenaille,  rallied 
and  led  them  back  to  the  charge ;  but  being  wound- 
ed over  the  left  eye  with  a  mufket-fhot,  he  was 
obliged  to  retire,  and  for  fome  days  the  duke  of 
Marlborough  fuftained  the  whole  command,  both 
in  the  fiege  and  of  the  covering  army.  On  the 
twenty-third,  the  Tenaille  was  flormed,  and  a  lodg- 
ment made  along  the  covered- way.  Marechaj 
Boufflers  having  found  means  to  inform  the  duke 
of  Vendome  that  his  ammunition  was  almoft  ex- 
pended, this  general  detached  the  chevalier  de 
Luxembourg  with  a  body  of  horfe  and  dragoons 
to  fupply  the  place  with  gunpowder,  every  man 
carrying  a  bag  of  forty  pounds  upon  the  crupper. 
They  were  diicovered  in  pafiing  through  the  camp 
of  the  allies,  and  purlued  to  the  barrier  of  the 
town,  into  wrnch  about  three  hundred  were  ad- 
mitted ;  but  a  great  number  were  killed  by  the 
confederates,  or  mikrably  deftroyed  by  the  explo- 
fion  of  the  powder  which  they  carried. 

The  next  attempt  of  the  French  generals  was  to  They  iettt 
intercept   a  convoy  from  Gftend.     The  count  de  alage  u>dy 
la  Motte  marched  from  Ghent  with  about  two  and  forest? 
twenty  thoufand  men  to  attack  this  convoy,  which  wh'enfepej^' 
was  guarded  by  fix  thoufand  of  the  allies,  com-  Pt -BMTU 
manded  by  major-general  Webb,  who  made  fuch  *tacjk,1 

,      .      {  .        -'.  -  &-    .  .  Bruffels. 

an  admirable  difpohtion  by  the  wood  or  Wynen- 
dale,  and  received  the  enemy  with  fuch  a  clofe  fire, 
that,  after  a  very,  warm  aclion  that  laded  two 
hours,  they  retired  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  not- 
withftanding  their  great  fuperiority  in  number, 
leaving  fix  thoufand  men  killed  upon  the  field  of 
battle  j  the  lofs-  of  the  allies  not  exceeding  nine 
hundred  and  twelve  officers  and  foldiers.  This 
was  the  moft  honourable  exploit  performed  during 
B  the 
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A,C.  17055.  the  whole  war,  and  of  fuch  confequence   to  the 
confederates,  that  if  the  convoy  had  been  taken, 
the  fiege  muft  have  been   raifed.     The  duke  of 
Vendome  ordered  the  dykes  between  Bruges  and 
Newport  to  be  cut,  fo  as  to  lay  the  whole  country 
under  water,  in  hope  of  deftroying  the  communi- 
cation between  Oftend  and  the  camp  of  the  confe- 
derates •,  and,  after  a  regular  fiege,  he  took  colonel 
Caulfield  and  a  body  of  Britifh  troops  pofted  in  the 
village  of  Leffinghen,  by  whole  means  the  convoys 
had  been  forwarded  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough. 
On  the  twenty-fecond  of  October,   marechal  Bouf- 
flers  defired  to  capitulate  for  the  town  of  Liile  : 
next  day  the  articles  were  figned :  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  the  allies  took  pofieffion  of  the  place,  and  the 
marechal  retired  into  the  citadel  with  the  remains 
of  his  garrifon,  which,  from  twelve  thoufand,  was 
reduced  to  lefs  than  half  of  that  number.     A  ne- 
gotiation was  begun  for  the  furrender  of  the  citadel : 
but  Boufflers  made  fuch  extravagant  demands  as 
were  rejected  with  difdain.     Hoftilities  were  re- 
newed on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  the  month  :  and 
the  earl  of  Stair  was  detached  to  provide  corn  for 
the  army  in  the  diftricts  of  Furnes  and  Dixmuyde. 
During  thefe  tranfactions,  velt-marechal  Overkirk 
died  at  KoulTelaer,  in  the  fixty-feventh  year  of  his 
age,  after  having  in  above  thirty  campaigns,  ex- 
hibited innumerable  proofs  of  uncommon  courage, 
ability,  and  moderation.     The  duke  of  Vendome 
did  not  yetdefpair  of  obliging  the  confederates  to 
abandon  their  enterprize  ;  the  French  minifters  at 
Rome  and  Venice  publickly  declared  the  allied  army 
was  cooped  up  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  muft  either 
raife  the  fiege  or  be  famifhed.     The  ekclor  of  Ba- 
varia, with   a   detachment  of  ten  thoufand   men, 
marched  to  Brufiels  and  attacked  the  counterfcarp 
with  incredible  fury  j   but  was  repulfcd  by  the  gar- 
rifon under  the  command  of  general  Paichal,  and 

retired 
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retired  with  precipitation,  when  he  underftood  that  A-c- 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  was  in  motion  to  relieve 
the  place-.  This  nobleman  and  prince  Eugene  no 
fooner  underftood  the  danger  to  which  Bruffels 
was  expofed,  than  they  marched  with  the  covering- 
army  to  the  Schclde,  which  they  pafled  on  pontoons 
without  oppofition,  notwithstanding  the  formi- 
dable works  which  the  French  had  taifed.  They 
now  abandoned  them  with  precipitation,  to  the 
furprize  of  the  confederates,  who  had  laid  their  ac- 
count with  the  lofs  of  a  thoufand  men  in  the  attack. 
Having  pafied  the  river  between  Efkenaffe  and 
Hauterive,  as  well  as  at  other  places,  they  marched 
to  Oudenarde,  where  they  received  intelligence 
that  the  elector  had  retreated.  Then  prince  Eu- 
gene returned  to  Lifle,  and  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough proceeded  to  Bruflels,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived with  joy  and  acclamation.  He  afterwards 
took  poft  at  Oudenarde,  fo  as  to  maintain  a  com- 
munication with  prince  Eugene. 

The  befiegcrs  having  made  lodgments  and  raife  e 
batteries  on  the  fecond  counterfcarp  of  the  citadel,  Ghent 
fent  a  meffagc  to  Boufflers,  intimating,  that  if  he  j^e^ 
would  furrender  before  the  opening  of  the  barte-  aba^ 
ries,  he  fhould  have  an  honourable  capitulation  ; 
otherwiie  he  and  his  garrifon  muft  be  made  prifo- 
ners  of  war.  He  chofe  to  avoid  the  laft  part  of  the 
alternative  ;  hcftages  \vere  exchanged  on  the  eighth 
day  of  December,  and  the  articles  figned  on  the 
tenth  •,  when  the  marechal  and  his  garrifon  march- 
ed out  with  the  honours  of  war,  and  were  conducted 
to  Doway.  In  this  great  enterprize,  fpirit  arid 
perfeverance  made  amends  for  want  of  forefight 
and  fkiil,  which  was  flagrant  on  the  fide  of  the 
confederates  -,  though  their  fuccefs  was  owing  in  a 
great  meafure  to  the  improvidence  and  mi'conJucl 
of  the  beficged.  The  French  generals  never  dream- 
ed that  the  allies  would  attempt  any  thing  or  con- 
B  4  fequencc 
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A.C,  1708.  fequence  after   the  redudtion  of  Lifle,  confidering 
the  advanced  fealbn  of  the  year  •>  and  therefore  they 
returned  to  Paris,  after  having  diftributed   their 
army  into  winter-quarters.    But  their 'indefatigable 
antagonifts  were  determined  to  ftrike  another  ftroke 
of  importance  before  their  forces  mould  feparate. 
On  the  twentieth  day  of  December  they  invefted 
the  city  of  Ghent  on  all  fides ;  and  on  the  thirtieth, 
when  the  batteries  were  ready  to  open,  the  count 
de  la  Motte,  who  commanded  the  garrifon,  defired 
to  capitulate.     On  the  third  day  of  the  next  month 
he  marched  out  with  thirty  battalions  and  fixteen 
fquadrons,    which  were   conducted   to  Tournay; 
while  the  duke  of  Argyle,  with  fix  Britifh  batta- 
lions, took  pofTeflion  of  the  town  and  citadel.  Then 
the  enemy  abandoned  Bruges,    Plafiendahl,   and 
Leffengen ;  and  the  generals  of  the  allies  having 
fettled  the  plan  of  winter- quarters,  repaired  to  Hol- 
land, leaving  the  forces   under   the   command  of 
count   Tilly.     The  French  king  was  confounded 
and  difmaycd  at  thefe  conquefts  in  the  Netherlands, 
Nor  was  he  eafy  on  the  fide  of  Dauphine,  where, 
in  fpite  of  all  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  Villars, 
the  duke  of  Savoy  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  im- 
portant fortrefles  of  Exilles,  La  Peroufe,  the  valley 
of  St.  Martin  and  Feneflrelles ;  fo  that  by  the  end 
of  the  campaign  he  had  fecured  a  barrier  to  his  own 
frontiers,  and  opened  a  way  into  the  French  pro- 
vinces, after  having  made  a  diverfion  in  favour  of 
king  Charles,  by  obliging  the  enemy  to  fend  a 
ftrong  detachment  from  Roufiillon  to  the  afliftance 
of  Villars. 

c-nqufft  of     The  campaign  in  Catalonia  was  productive  of  a 
JJSa   T  great  event.     Count  Guido  de  Staremberg  arrived 
stanhope.    at  Barcelona  on  the  laft  day  of  April ;  but  the  Im- 
perial troops  brought  from  Italy  by  admiral  Leake 
did  not  land  in  time  to  relieve  Tortofa,  which  the 
duke  of  Orleans  befieged  and  took,  together  with 
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Denia,  the  garrifon  of  which  were  made  prifoners  A>  Ct  I~c8> 
of  war,  contrary  to  the  articles  of  capitulation. 
Thefe  loffes,  however,  weie  abundantly  made  up 
to  the  allies  by  the  conqueft  of  Sardinia  and  Mi- 
norca. Sir  John  Leake,  having  taken  on  board  a 
handful  of  troops,  under  the  conduct  of  the  mar- 
quis D'Alconzel,  fet  fail  for  Cagliari,  and  fum- 
moned  the  viceroy  to  fubmit  to  king  Charles.  As 
he  did  not  fend  an  immediate  anfwer,  the  admiral 
began  to  bombard  the  city,  and  the  inhabitants 
compelled  him  to  furrender  at  difcretion.  The 
greater  part  of  the  garrifon  enlifted  themfelves  in 
the  fervice  of  Charles.  The  deputies  of  the  ftates 
being  afiembled  by  the  marquis  D'Alconzel,  ac- 
knowledged that  prince  as  their  fovereign,  and 
agreed  to  furnifh  his  army  with  thirty  thoufand 
facks  of  corn,  which  were  accordingly  tranfported 
to  Catalonia,  where  there  was  a  great  fcarcity  of 
provifion.  Major-general  Stanhope  having  planned 
the  conqueft  of  Minorca,  and  concerted  with  the 
admiral  the  meafures  necefTary  to  put  it  in  execu- 
tion, obtained  from  count  Staremberg  a  few  batta- 
lions of  Spaniards,  Italians,  and  Portuguefe,  em- 
barked at  Barcelona,  with  a  fine  train  of  Britifh  ar- 
tillery, accompanied  by  brigadier  Wade  and  colo- 
nel Petit,  an  engineer  of  great  reputation.  They 
landed  on  the  ifland  about  two  miles  from  St.  Phi- 
lip's fort,  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  Auguft,  with 
about  eight  hundred  marines,  which  augmented 
their  number  to  about  three  thoufand.  Next  day 
they  erefted  batteries  •,  and  general  Stanhope  or- 
dered a  number  of  arrows  to  be  fnot  into  the  place, 
to  which  papers  were  affixed,  written  in  the  Spa- 
nifh  and  French  languages,  containing  threats, 
that  all  the  garrifon  mould  be  lent  to  the  mines,  if 
they  would  not  furrender  before  the  batteries  were 
finifhed.  The  garrifon  confided  of  a  thoufand  , 

Spaniards 
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A.  c.  >7c8  Spaniards  and  fix  hundred  French  marines,  com- 
manded  by  colonel  la  Jonquiere,  who  imagined 
that  the  number  of  the  befiegers  amounted  to  at 
lead  ten  thoufand  ;  fo  artfully  had  they  been  drawn 
up  in  fight  of  the  enemy.     The  batteries  began  to 
play,  and  in  a  little  time  demolifhed  four  towers 
that  ferved  as  outworks   to  the    fort :   then  they 
made  a  breach  in  the  outward  wall,  through  which 
brigadter  Wade,  at  the   head  of  the  grenadiers, 
ftormed  a  redoubt,  with  fuch  extraordinary  valour  as 
flruck  the  befieged  with  confirmation.  On  the  fecond 
or  third  day  they  thought  proper  to  beat  a  parley, 
and  capitulate,  on  condition,  That  they  mould  march 
out  with  the  honours  of  war :  That  the  Spaniards 
fhould  be  tranfported  to  Murcia,  and  the  French 
to  Toulon.     Thefe  laft,   however,  were  detained 
by  way  of  reprifal  for  the  garrifon  of  Denia.     The 
Spanifh  governor  was  fo  mortified  when  he  learned 
the  real  number  of  the  befiegers,  that  on  his  arri- 
val at  Murcia  he  threw  himfelf  out  of  a  window  in 
defpair,  and  was  killed  upon  the  fpot.     JL,a  Jon- 
quiere was  confined  for  life,  and  ail  the  French 
officers   incurred  their  mailer's  difpleafure.     Fort 
St.  Philip  being  thus  reduced,  to  the  amazement 
of  all  Europe,  and  the  garrifon  of  Port  Fornelles 
having  furrendered  themfelves  prifoners  to  the  ad- 
mirals Leakef  and  Whitaker,  the  inhabitants  gladly 
fubmitted   to  the  Engliih  government,  for  king 
Philip  had  opprefied  and  deprived  them  of  their 
privileges  -,  and  general  Stanhope  appointed  colo- 
nel Petit  governor  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  and  deputy- 
governor  of  the  whole  ifland.     After  this  important 
conqueft  he  returned  to  the  army  in  Spain,  where 
an  unfuccefsful  attempt  to  furprife  Tortofa  Hnimed 
the  operations  of  the  campaign. 

The  Britifh  fleet  not  only  contributed  to  the  re- 
duction of  Minorca,   but  likewife  over- awed   the 
pope,  who  had  endeavoured  to  form  a  league  of 
6  the 
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the  princes  in  Italy  againft  the  emperor.  This  A-  c-  '708' 
pontiff  had  manifefted  his  partiality  to  the  houfe  of  Ruptur-  be. 
Bourbon  in  fuch  a  palpable  manner,  that  his  Impe-  n0vee"n^e 
rial  majefty  ordered  monfieur  de  Bonneval  to  march  t^remper- 
with  the  troops  that  were  in  Italy,  reinforced  by  ar- 
thofe  belonging  to  the  duke  of  Modena,  and  in- 
vade the  dutchy  of  Ferrara.  He  accordingly  took 
pofieffion  of  Comachio  and  fome  other  places,  pre  • 
tending  they  were  allodial  eltates  belonging  to  the 
duke  of  Modena,  and  fiefs  of  the  emperor,  to 
which  the  holy  fee  had  no  lawful  claim.  The  vice- 
roy of  Naples  was  forbid  to  remit  any  money  to 
Rome,  and  the  council  of  the  kingdom  drew  uj> 
a  long  memorial,  containing  the  pretenfions  of  his 
catholic  majefty,  which  ftruck  at  the  very  founda- 
tion of  the  pope's  temporal  power.  His  holinefs 
wrote  a  long  remonftrance  to  the  emperor  on  the 
injustice  of  thofe  proceedings,  and  declared,  that 
he  would  aflert  this  caufe,  though  he  mould  lole  his 
life  in  theconteft.  He  forthwith  began  to  raife  an 
army,  and  revived  a  plan  of  forming  a  league  among 
the  princes  and  ftates  of  Italy,  for  their  mutual  de- 
fence. Sir  John  Leake  had  received  orders  to  bom- 
bard Civita-Vecchia,  in  refentment  for  the  pope's- 
having  countenanced  the  pretender's  expedition  to 
Great- Britain  •,  but  as  the  emperor  and  the  duke  of 
Savoy  hoped  to  effect  an  accommodation  with  the 
court  of  Rome,  they  prevailed  upon  the  Englifh 
admiral  to  fuipend  hoitiliues,  until  theyihould  have 
tried  the  method  of  negotiation.  The  marquis  de 
Prie,  a  Piedmontefe  nobleman,  was  fent  as  ambaf- 
fador  to  Rome  ;  but,  the  pope  would  not  receive 
him  in  that  quality.  Elated  with  the  promifes  of 
France,  he  let  the  emperor  at  defiance  ;  and  his 
troops  having  furprifed  a  body  of  Imperjaliih,  were 
fo  barbarous  as  to  cut  them  all  in  pieces.  The  duke 
of  Savoy  having;  ended  the  campaign,,  the  troops 
i  of 
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A«C.  i7os,  Of  the  emperor  which  had  ferved  under  that  prince 
•were  ordered  to  march  into  the  papal  territories, 
and  drove  the  forces  of  his  holinefs  before  them, 
without  any  regard  to  number.  Bologna  capitu- 
lated ;  and  Rome  began  to  tremble  with  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  being  once  more  facked  by  a  Ger- 
man army.  Then  the  pope's  courage  failed  :  he 
was  glad  to  admit  the  marquis  de  Prie  as  envoy 
from  the  emperor.  He  confented  to  difband  his 
new  levies ;  to  accommodate  the  Imperial  troops 
with  winter-quarters  in  the  papal  territories ;  to 
grant  the  inveftiture  of  Naples  to  king  Charles ; 
and  allow  at  all  times  a  paffage  to  the  Imperial 
troops  through  his  dominions.  On  the  upper 
Rhine  the  electors  of  Bavaria  and  Hanover  were  fo 
weak,  that  they  could  not  undertake  any  thing  of 
confequence  againft  each  other.  In  Hungary  the 
difputes  ftill  continued  between  the  emperor  and 
the  malcontents.  Poland  was  at  length  delivered 
from  the  oppreflion  exercifed  by  the  king  of  Swe- 
den, who  marched  into  the  Ukraine  againft  the 
czar  of  Mufcovy,  notwithftanding  the  fubmiflions 
with  which  that  monarch  endeavoured  to  appeafe 
his  indignation.  During  the  courfe  of  this  year 
the  Englifh  merchants  fuftained  no  confiderable 
lofTes  by  fea  :  the  cruifers  were  judicioufly  ftation- 
cd,  and  the  trade  was  regularly  lupplied  with  con- 
voys. In  the  Weft-Indies  commodore  Wager  de- 
ftroyed  the  admiral  of  the  galleons,  and  took  the 
rear-admiral  on  the  coaft  of  Carthagene.  Had  the 
officers  of  his  fquadron  done  their  duty,  the  greateft 
part  of  the  fleet  would  have  fallen  into  his  hands. 
At  his  return  to  Jamaica  two  of  his  captains 
were  tried  by  a  court-martial,  and  difmifled  from 
the  fervice. 

The  court  of  England  was  about  this  time  a  lit- 
tle difquieted,  by  the  confequences  of  an  outrage 
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committed  on  the  perfon  of  the  count  de  Matueof  A-c-  J7<>s. 
the  Mufcovite  ambafiador.  He  was  publickly  ar-  revhof 
refted  at  the  fuit  of  a  laceman,  and  maltreated  by  cTewgeof 
the  bailiffs,  who  dragged  him  to  prifon,  where  he  Denmark. 
continued  till  he  was  bailed  by  the  earl  of  Fever- 
fham.  Incenfed  at  this  infult,  he  demanded  re- 
drels  of  the  government,  and  was  feconded  in  his 
remonftrances  by  the  minifters  of  the  emperor,  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  and  feveral  other  foreign  poten- 
tates. The  queen  expreffed  uncommon  indigna- 
tion againft  the  authors  of  this  violence,  who  were 
immediately  apprehended,  and  orders  were  given 
to  profecute  them  with  the  utmoft  feverity  of  the 
law.  Matueof  repeated  his  complaints  with  great 
acrimony ;  and  Mr.  fecretary  Boyle  afTured  him, 
in  the  queen's  name,  that  he  mould  have  ample 
fatisfaction.  Notwithftanding  this  afiurance,  he 
demanded  a  pals  for  himfelf  and  his  family,  refufed 
the  ordinary  prefents  at  his  departure,  and  retired 
to  Holland.  From  thence  he  tranfmitted  a  me- 
morial with  a  letter  from  the  czar  to  the  queen, 
infilling  upon  her  punifhing  with  death  all  the 
perlbns  concerned  in  violating  the  law  of  nations 
upon  the  peribn  of  his  ambafiador.  Such  puniih- 
ment  being  altogether  inconfiftent  with  the  laws  of 
England,  ihc  queen  and  her  miniitry  were  ex- 
tremely perplexed,  and  held  feveral  councils  to  deli- 
berate upon  the  meafures  proper  to  be  taken  on  fuch 
an  occafion.  On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  October 
prince  George  of  Denmark  died  of  an  afthma  and 
droply,  with  which  he  had  been  long  afflicted.  He 
was  a  prince  of  an  amiable  rather  than  a  mining 
character,  brave,  good-natured,  modeft,  and  hu- 
mane, but  devoid  of  great  talents  and  ambition. 
He  had  always  lived  in  harmony  with  the  queen, 
who,  during  the  whole  term  of  their  union,  and 
efpecially  in  his  laft  illnefs,  approved  herielf  a 
pattern  of  conjugal  truth  and  tendernels.  At  his 

death 
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A.  c.  1708.  death  the  earl  of  Pembroke  was  created  lord  high- 
admiral,  the  earl  of  Wharton  promoted  to  the 
government  of  Ireland,  and  lord  Somers  appointed 
prefident  of  the  council.  Notwithftanding  thefe 
promotions  of  the  Whig  noblemen,  the  duke  of 
Marlborough  declined  apace  in  his  credit  with  the 
queen,  who  privately  confulted  and  repofed  her 
chief  confidence  in  Mr.  Harley,  though  he  had  no 
vifible  concern  in  the  adminiftration. 
The  new  The  new  parliament,  in  which  the  Whig  intereft 
SbieT  ftM  preponderated,  was  aflembled  on  the  fix- 
teenth  day  or  November,  when  they  were  given  to 
underftand  by  a  commifTion  under  the  great  feal, 
that  the  archbimop  of  Canterbury,  the  chancellor, 
the  lord-treafurer,  the  lord  fteward,  and  the  mafter 
of  the  horfe,  were  appointed  to  reprefent  the  per- 
fon  of  her  majefty,  whom  decency  would  not  per- 
mit to  appear  in  the  houfe  fo  foon  after  the  death  of 
her  contort.  Sir  Richard  Onflow  being  chofen 
fpeaker  of  the  lower  houfe  with  the  queen's  appro- 
bation, the  chancellor,  in  a  fpeech  to  both  houfes, 
recommended  the  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war, 
telling  them  her  majefty  hoped,  they  would  enable 
her  to  make  a  conliderable  augmentation  for  pre- 
ierving  and  improving  the  advantages  which  the 
allies  had  gained  in  the  Netherlands  -,  that  me  de- 
fired  they  would  prepare  fuch  bills  as  might  confirm 
and  render  the  union  effectual :  and,  that  if  they 
would  propofc  means  for  the  advancement  of  trade 
and  manufacture,  (he  would  take  pleafure  in  enact- 
ing fuch  provifions.  Both  houfes  having  prefented 
addrefies  of  condolence  and  congratulation,  on  the 
death  of  prince  George,  and  the  fuccefs  of  her  ma- 
jefty's  arms  during  the  lad  campaign,  the  com- 
mons took  cognizance  of  controverted  elections, 
which  were  decided  with  fhameful  partiality  for  the 
Whig  faction.  Then  they  proceeded  to  confider 
the  different  branches  of  the  fupply :  they  approved 

of 
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of  an  augmentation  of  ten  thoufand  men,  which A- c' '7«*. 
xvas  judged  necefiary  for  the  more  vigorous  profe- 
cution  of  the  war :  and  they  voted  above  feven  mil- 
lions for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year.  The 
bank  agreed  to  circulate  two  millions  five  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  in  exchequer  bills  for  the  govern- 
ment, on  condition,  that  the  term  of  their  con- 
tinuance mould  be  prolonged  for  one  and  twenty 
years  ;  and  their  flock  of  two  millions,  two  hun- 
dred and  one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  feventy- 
one  pounds,  mould  be  doubled  by  a  new  fubfcrip- 
tion.  The  two- third  fubfidy  was  appropriated 
for  the  intereft  of  the  money  railed  by  this  expe- 
dient. 

Great  debates  having  arifen  about  Scottim  elec  •  Natural;**, 
tions,  the  houfe  confidered  the  petitions  and  repre-  UQnb)U* 
ientations  that  were  delivered,  touching  the  inca- 
pacity of  the  eldeft  fons  of  Scottifh  peers,  exclud- 
ed from  fitting  in  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain. 
Counfel  being   heard  upon  the  fubject,  that  inca- 
pacity was  confirmed  •,  and  nev/  writs  were  ifiued, 
that  new  members  might  be  elected  for  the  mires 
of  Aberdeen  and  Linlithgow,  in  the  room  of  Wil- 
liam lord  Haddo,  and  James  lord  Johnftown.    Pe- 
titions were  likewife  prefented  to  the  houfe  of  lord* 
by  fome  Scottim  peers,  concerning  their  right  of 
voting,  and  figning  proxies.     After  warm  debates, 
the  houfe  upon  a  divifion  determined,  that  a  Scot- 
ti(h  lord  created  a  peer  of  Great-Britain,  mould  no 
longer  retain  his  vote  in  Scotland  :  and,  that  the 
noblemen  who  were  in  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh  had 
a   right  to    fign  proxies,  after  having  taken  the 
oaths  to  the  government.     The  Scottim  peers  and 
commoners  that  fat  in  the  Britifh  parliament,  were 
divided  intp  two  factions.     The  duke  of  Quecnf- 
berry  was  in  great  credit  with  the  queen  and  the 
Jord-treafurer,  by  whofe  intereft  he  WHS  appointed 
ftcreiary  cf  ftate  for  Scotland.     His  influence  in 
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A.C,  1708.  elections  was  fo  great,  that  all  offices  in  that  king- 
dom were  beftowed  according  to  his  recommenda- 
tion.    He  was  oppofed  by  the  dukes  of  Hamilton, 
Montrofe,  and   Roxburgh,  who   were   fupported 
by  the  earl  of  Sunderland  and  lord  Somers  ;  fo  that 
the  whole  intereft  in  that  country  was  engrofied  by 
one  or  otter  member  of  the  miniftry.     A  bill  for  a 
general  naturalization  of  all  proteftants  was  brought 
into  the  houfe,  and  not withftanding  violent  oppofi- 
tion  from  the  Tories   both  among  the  lords  and 
commons,  was  enacted  into  a  law.     The  Whigs 
argued  for  this  bill,  as  a  meafure  that  would  encou- 
rage induftry,  improve  trade  and  manufacture,  and 
repair  the  wafte  of  men  which  the  war  had  occafion- 
ed ;  but  one  of  their  chief  motives  was  to  throw 
an  addition  of  foreigners  into  the  balance  againft 
-the  landed  intereft.     The  Tories  pleaded,  that  a 
conflux  of  aliens  might  prove  dangerous  to  the 
conftitution  :  that  they  would  retain  a  fondnefs  for 
their  native  countries,  and  in  time  of  war  act  as 
fpies  and  enemies:  that  they  would  infmuate  them- 
felves  into  places  of  truft  and  profit ;  become  mem- 
'  bers  of  parliament,  and  by  frequent  intermarriages 
contribute  to  the  extinction  of  the  Englifli  race  : 
that  they  would  add  to  the  number  of  the  poor, 
already  fo  expenfive ;  and  mare  the  bread  of  the 
labourers  and  tradefmen  of  England. 
Aft  of  An  inquiry  being  let  on  foot  in  both  houfes  con- 

cerning the  late  intended  invafion  of  Scotland,  lord 
Haverfham  and  the  other  Tory  members  endea- 
voured to  demonftrate,  that  proper  precautions 
had  not  been  taken  for  the  fecurity  of  that  king- 
dom, even  after  the  miniftry  had  received  un- 
doubted intelligence  of  the  pretender's  dcfign ;  and, 
that  fince  the  attempt  had  mifcarried,  many  perfons 
of  quality  had  been  apprehended,  and  icv.erely  ufed 
by  the  government,  on  pretended  fufpicion  of 
high-treafon  j  though,  in  all  probability,  the  aim 

at 
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of  the  miniftry  in  confining  thofe  perfons,  was  to  A-C-I7°X- 
remove  all  poffibility  of  their  oppofing  the  court  at 
the  enfuing  elections  for  members  of  parliament. 
Thefe  afierrions  were  fupported  by  many  inconteft- 
ed  facts  and  mrewd  arguments;  notwithftanding 
which,  the  majority  were  fo  little  difpofed  to  find 
fault,  that  the  inquiry  iffued  in   a  joint-add refs  to 
the  queen,  containing  reiolutions,  That  timely  and 
effectual  care  had  been  taken  to  difappoint  the  de- 
figns  of  her  majefty's  enemies   both  at  home  and 
abroad.     A  bill,   however,   was  brought  into  the 
houfe  of  lords,  under  the  title  of  "  An  act  for  im- 
"  proving  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms."     It 
related  to  trials  for  treafon  in  Scotland,  which  by 
this  law  were  regulated  according  to  the  manner  of 
proceeding  in  England,  with  fome  fmall  variation.  . 
The  Scottifh  members  oppofed  it  as  an  incroach- 
ment  upon  the  form  of  their  laws  ;  and  they  were 
joined  by  thofe  who  had  laid   it  down  as   a  maxim 
to  oppofe  all  the  court- meafures  :  neverthelefs,  the 
bill  pafled  through  both  houfes,  and  received  the 
royal  aflent.     Yet,    in  order  to  fweeten  this  un- 
palatable medicine,  the  queen  confented  to  an  act 
of  grace,  by  which  all  treafons  were  pardoned,  ex- 
cept thofe  committed  on  the  high-feas  :  an  excep- 
tion levelled  at  thole  who  had  embarked  with  the 
pretender.     Major  general  Webb,  who  had  been 
defrauded  of  his  due  honour,  in  a  partial  repreien- 
tation  of  the  battle  of  Wynendale,  tranfmitted  by 
Cardonnel  fecretary  to  the  duke  of  Maiiborough, 
was  now  thanked  by  the  houfe  of  commons  for  the 
great  and  eminent  fervices  which  he  had  performed 
in  that  engagement.     This   motion  was  made  by 
the  Tories ;  and  the  Whigs  did  not  fail  to  procure 
a  compliment  of  the  fame  nature  to  the  duke  of 
Maryborough,  even  before  he  returned  to  England. 
When  the  news  of  Ghent's  being  taken  arrived,  the 
lords   and  commons   congratulated  the  queen  on 
Ng.  91.  g  this 
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A.  c.  1708.  this  ]aft  great  effort  of  a  glorious  campaign;  and 
Bumet.  the  duke,  at  his  arrival,  was  thanked  in  the  name 
Etfhtfthe  or  tne  Peers>  by  the  lord-chancellor.  As  he  was 
D.  of  Marl-  fuppofed  to  have  brought  over  propofals  of  peace, 
Mii°U{£ft  the  two  houfes,  in  an  addrefs,  defired  the  queen 
Tindai.  would  infift  on  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk,  which 
S^fJhrfs  was  a  neft  of  pirates  that  infefted  the  ocean,  and 
cf  Maribo-  did  infinite  prejudice  to  the  commerce  of  England. 
reveres.  The  queen  promiled  to  comply  with  their  requeft. 
Ojjincy.  gut  fhe  was  not  a  little  furprited  at  the  next  addrefs 
A&nini*. C  they  prefented,  humbly  intreating,  that  me  would 
Har<\  have  fuch  indulgence  to  the  hearty  defires  of  her 

Yoitair-.        f   ,  •     ^  i  i  i-r  i 

fubjects,  as  to  entertain  thoughts  or  a  lecond  mar- 
riage. She  told  them,  that  the  provifion  Hie  had 
made  for  the  proteftant  fucceflion  would  always  be 
a  proof  how  much  me  had  at  heart  the  future  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  kingdom  ;  but,  the  fubjeft  of  this 
addrefs  was  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  me  was  periuad- 
cd  they  did  not  expect  a  particular  anfwer. 

The  laws  having  been  found  infufficient  to 
Pun^  capitally  the  authors  of  the  infult  offered  to 
the  Mufcovite  ambaflador,  a  bill  was  brought  into 

CCIfcd'°  l^e  ^ou^e  °f  commons  for  preferving  the  privileges 
of  ambafladors  and  other  foreign  miniiters;  and 
pafled  through  both  houfes  :  as  did  another  to  pre- 
vent the  laying  of  wagers  relating  to  the  publick,  a 
practice  which  had  been  carried  to  a  degree  of  in- 
fatuation j  and  by  which  many  unwary  perfons  fell 
a  facrince  to  crafty  adventurers.  On  the  four- 
teenth day  of  March  the  commons  voted  the  fum 
of  one  hun,dred  and  three  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  three  pounds,  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Nevis  and  St.  Chriftopher's,  who  had  fullered 
by  the  late  invafion  i  and  on  the  twenty  firft  day 

A.C.  1709.  of  April  the  parliament  was  prorogued.  The 
Mufcovite  ambaifador  continued  to  write  expoftu- 
latory  letters  to  Mr.  fecretary  Boyle,  who  at  laft 
owned,  thatthe  laws  of  the  kingdom  did  not  admit 

of 
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of  fuch  punimment  as  he  demanded.  An  informa-  A  c-  »:°* 
tion  v/as  tried  at  the  court  of  queen's-bench  for  her 
majefty  againft  Thomas  Morton  laceman,  and 
thirteen  other  perfrms  concerned  in  the  iniult,  of 
which  they  were  found  guilty;  and  the'  fpecial 
matter  or  the  privileges  of  ambaffadors  was  to  be 
argurd  next  term  before  the  judges.  Meanwhile, 
the  queen,  by  way  of  fatisfa&ion  to  the  czar,  con- 
defcended  to  make  folemn  excufes  by  her  ambafia- 
dor ;  to  repair  MatueoPs  honour  by  a  letter,  and 
indemnify  him  for  all  his  colts  and  damages  :  con- 
ceffions  with  which  the  czar  and  his  ambafiador  de- 
clared themfelves  well  fatisfied.  The  convocation 
had  been  fummoned,  choien,  and  returned  with  the 
new  parliament  j  but  as  the  old  fpirit  was  fuppofed 
to  prevail  in  the  lower  houfe,  the,  queen,  by  writ  to 
the  archbifhop,  ordered  him  to  prorogue  it  from 
time  to  time,  until  the  feflion  of  parliament  was 
finilhed. 

The  French  king  was  by  this  time  reduced  to  Negotiation 
fuch  a  flate  of  humiliation  by  the  loffes  of  the  lail  i 
campaign,  and  a  fevere  winter,  which  completed 
the  mifery  of  his  fubjects,  that  he  refolved  to  facri- 
fice  all  the  confiderations  of  pride  and  ambition, 
as  well  as  the  intereft  of  his  grandfon,  to  his  de- 
fire  of  peace,  which  was  now  become  fo  nfceflary 
and  indilpenfible.  He  difpatched  the  prefidenc 
Rouille  privately  to  Holland,  wiih  general  pro- 
pofals  of  peace,  and  the  offer  of  a  good  barrier  to 
the  Hates-general,  ftill  entertaining  hopes  of  being 
able  to  detach  them  from  the  confederacy.  This 
minifter  conferred  in  fecret  with  Buys  and  Van- 
derduffen,  the  peniionaries  of  Amfterdam  and 
Gouda  at  Moerdyke,  from  whence  he  was  permit- 
ted to  proceed  toWoeiden,  between  Leydtm  and 
-Utrecht.  The  dates  immediately  communicated 
his  propofals  to  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Great- 
C  2  Britain, 
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A.  c.  1709.  Britain.  Prince  Eugene  and  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough  arrived  at  the  Hague  in  April,  and  con- 
ferred with  the  grand  penfionary  Heinfius,  Buys, 
and  Vanderdufien,  on  the  fubject  of  the  French 
propofals,  which  were  deemed  unfatisfaftory. 
Rouille  immediately  difpatched  a  courier  to  Paris 
for  further  inftruclions  -,  and  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough  returned  to  England  to  make  the  queen  ac- 
quainted with  the  progrefs  of  the  negotiation. 
Lewis,  in  order  to  convince  the  ftates  of  his  fince- 
rity,  fent  the  marquis  de  Torcy,  his  fecretary  for 
foreign  affairs,  to  the  Hague  with  frefh  offers,  to 
which  the  deputies  would  make  no  anfwer  until 
they  knew  the  fentiments  of  the  queen  of  Great- 
Britain.  The  duke  of  Marl  borough  crofled  the 
feas  a  fecond  time,  accompanied  by  the  lord  vif- 
count  Townfhend,  as  ambaffador-extraordinary,  and 
joint-plenipotentiary  :  Prince  Eugene  being  like- 
wife  at  the  Hague,  the  conferences  were  begun. 
The  French  minifter  declared,  that  his  mafter 
would  confent  to  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk  :  that 
he  would  abandon  the  pretender,  and  difmiis  him 
from  his  dominions  :  that  he  would  acknowledge 
the  queen's  title  and  the  proteftant  fucceflion  :  that 
he  would  renounce  all  pretenfions  to  the  Spanifh 
monarchy,  and  cede  the  places  in  the  Netherlands 
which  the  ftates-general  demanded  for  their  barrier : 
that  he  would  treat  with  the  emperor  on  the  footing 
of  the  treaty  concluded  at  Ryfwick,  and  even  de- 
molifh  the  fortifications  of  Strafburg.  Themini- 
fters  of  the  allies,  rendered  proud  and  wanton,  by 
fuccefs,  and  feeing  their  own  private  intereft  in 
the  continuation  of  the  war,  infifted  upon  the  re- 
ttitution  of  the  Upper  and  Lower  Alface  to  the 
empire :  upon  the  French  monarch's  reftoring 
Strafburg  in  its  prefent  condition  :  upon  his  ceding 
the  town  and  caftellany  of  Lifle,  demolifhing  Dun  - 

kirk, 
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kirk,  New  Brifac,  Fort  Louis,  and  Hunningen.A-c- 
In  a  word,  their  demands  were  fo  iniblent,  that 
Lewis  would  not  havefuffered  them  to  be  mention- 
ed in  his  hearing,  had  not  he  been  reduced  to  the 
laft  degree  of  diftrefs.  One  can  hardly  read  them 
without  feeling  a  fentiment  of  companion  for  that 
monarch,  who  had  once  given  law  to  Europe,  and 
been  fo  long  accuftomed  to  victory  and  conqueft. 
Notwithftanding  the  diicouraging  difpatches  he  had 
received  from  the  prefident  Rouille,  after  his  firft 
conferences  with  the  deputies,  he  could  not  believe 
that  the  Dutch  would  be  fo  blind  to  their  own  in- 
tereft.  as  to  reject  the  advantages  in  commerce, 
and  the  barrier  which  he  had  offered.  He  could 
not  conceive,  that  they  would  choofe  to  bear  the 
burthen  of  excefiive  taxes  in  profecuting  a  war,  the 
events  of  which  would  always  be  uncertain,  rather 
than  enjoy  the  bleflings  of  peace,  fecurity,  and  ad- 
vantageous commerce  :  he  flattered  himfelf,  that, 
the  allies  would  not  fo  far  deviate  from  their  pur- 
pofed  aim  of  eftabliming  a  balance  of  power,  as  to 
throw  fuch  an  enormous  weight  into  the  fcale  of 
the  houfe  of  Auftria,  which  cherimed  all  the  dan- 
gerous ambition  and  arbitrary  principles,  without 
the  liberality  and  fentiment  peculiar  to  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon,  in  proportion  as  they  role  in  their  de- 
mands Lewis  fell  in  his  condefcenfion.  His  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate,  the  marquis  de  Torcy,  pofted  in  dif- 
guife  to  Holland,  on  the  faith  of  a  common  blank 
pafTport.  He  follicited,  he  foothcd,  he  fuppli- 
cated,-and  made  concefTions  in  the  name  of  his 
fovereign.  He  found  the  ftates  were  wholly  guid- 
ed by  the  influence  of  prince  Eugene  and  the  duke 
of  Marlborough.  He  found  thcle  generals  elated, 
haughty,  over- bearing,  and  implacable.  He  in 
private  attacked  the  duke  of  Marlborough  on  his 
weakeit  fide :  he  offered  to  that  nobleman  a  large 
fum  of  money,  provided  he  would  effect  a  peace 
€  en 
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A.  c.  1705-00  certain  conditions.     The  propofal  -was  rejected. 
The  duke  found  his  enemies  in  England  increafing, 
and  his  credit  at  court  in  the  wane ;  and  he  knew 
that  nothing  but   a  continuation  of  the  war,  and 
new  victories,  could  fupport  his  influence  in  Eng- 
land.    Torcy  was  fcnfible  that  his  country  was  ut- 
terly exhaufled :   that  Lewis  dreaded    nothing  fo 
much  as  the  opening  of  the  campaign  -,  and  he 
agreed  to  thofe  articles  upon  which  they  mfifted  as 
preliminaries.     The  French  king  was  confounded 
at  thele  propofals  :  he  felt  the  complicated  pangs 
of  grief,  fhame,   and   indignation.      He   rejected 
the  preliminaries  with  difdain.     He  even  deigned 
to  fubmit  his  conduct:  to  the  judgment  of  his  fub- 
jects.     His  offers  were  publilhed,  together  with 
the  demands  of  the  allies.     His  people  interefted 
themfelves  in  the  glory  of  their  monarch.      They 
exclaimed  againil  the  cruelty  and  arrogance  of  his 
enemies.     Though  impoverifhed  and  half-ftarved 
by  the  war,  they  refolved   to  expend  their  whole 
fubftance  in  his  fupport;  and  rather  to  fight  his 
battles  without  pay,  than  leave  him  in  the  dire  ne- 
cefiity  of  complying  with  fuch  difhonourable  terms. 
Animated  by  thefe  fentiments,  they  made  fuch  ef- 
forts as  amazed  the 'whole  world.     The  prelimi- 
naries being  rejected  by  the  French  king,  Rouille 
was  ordered  to  quit  Holland  in  four  and  twenty 
hours-,  and  the  generals  of  the   confederates   re- 
folved to  open  the  campaign  without  further  heii- 
tation. 

The  allied       Prince  Eugene  and  the  duke  of  Marl  borough 

army  be      proceeded  to  Flanders,  and   towards   the  end  of 

ukwTour-  June  tne  allied  army  encamped  in  the  plain  of  Lifle, 

*uy,          to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  ten  thoufand 

fighting  men.     At  the  fame  time,  the  marechal 

Villars,  accounted  the  moft  fortunate  general  in 

France,  afTembled  the  French  forces  in  the  plain 

of  Lens,  where  he  began   to  throw  up  intrench- 

ments. 
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ments.     The  confederate  generals  having  obferved  A.  c.  1709. 
his  ikuation,  and   perceiving  he  could  not  be  at- 
tacked with  any  probability  of  fucccfs,  refolved  to 
undertake  the  fiege  of  Tonrnay,  the   garriibn  of 
which  Villars  had    imprudently  weakened.     Ac- 
cordingly they  made   a  feint  upon  Yprae,  in  order 
to  deceive  the  enemy,  and  convert  ail  their  atten- 
tion  to  that  fide,    while    they  fuddenly   inverted 
Tournay   on    the    twenty-feventh    day   of   June. 
Though  the  garrifon  did  not  exceed  twelve  wea- 
kened battalions,  and  four  fquadrons  of  dragoons, 
the  place  was  to  ftrong,  both  by  art  and  nature, 
and  lieutenant  de  Surville  the   governor  was  fuch 
an  excellent  officer,  thar  the  fiege  was  protracted, 
contrary  to  the  expectation  of  the  allies,  and  coft 
them  a  great  number  of  men,  notwithstanding  all 
the  precautions  that  could  be  taken  for  the  fafety 
of  the  troops.     As  the  befiegers  proceeded  by  the 
method  of  lap,  their  miners  frequently  met  with 
thole  of  the  enemy  under  ground,  and  fought  with 
bayonet  and  piftol.     The  volunteers  on  both  fides 
prelented  themfelves   to  thefe  fubterraneous  com- 
bats, in  the  midft  of  mines  and  countermines  ready 
primed  for  explofion.      Sometimes  they  were  kin- 
dled by  accident,  and  fometimes  fprung  by  defign ; 
fo  that   great   numbers  of  thofe  brave  men  were 
ftirled  below  ;  and  whole  battalions  blown  into  the 
air,  or    buried  in  the  rubbifh.     On   the   twenty- 
eighth  day  of  July,  the  befiegers  having  effected 
a  practicable  breach,  and  made  the  neceffary  dif- 
pofitions  for  a  general  affault,  the  enemy  offered  to 
capitulate  :  the  town  was  furrendered  upon  condi- 
tions, and  the  garrifon  retired  to  the  citadel.    Sur- 
ville likewife  entered  into  a  treaty  about  giving  up 
the  citadel ;  and  the  articles  being  fent  to  the  court 
of  Verfailles,  Lewis  would  not  ratify  them,  except 
upon  condition  that  there  mould  be  a  general  ceffa- 
tion  in  the  Netherlands  till  the  rifthday  of  Septcm- 
C  4  ber. 
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A.  c.  i7c9.  |jer>  Hoftilities  were  renewed  on  the  eighth  day 
of  Auguft,  and  profecuted  with  uncommon  ardour 
and  animofity.  On  the  thirtieth,  Surville  defired 
to  capitulate  on  certain  articles,  which  were  reject- 
ed by  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  who  gave  him 
to  underftand  that  he  had  no  terms  to  expect,  but 
muft  iurrender  at  difcretion.  At  length,  his  pro- 
vifion  being  quite  exhaufted,  he  was  obliged  to  fur- 
render  himfelf  and  his  garriibn  prifoners  of  war, 
though  they  were  permitted  to  return  to  France, 
on  giving  their  parole  that  they  would  not  act  in  the 
field  until  a  like  number  of  the  allies  mould  be  re- 
leafed. 

The  French  The  next  object  that  attracted  the  eyes  of  the 
8tCM/ned  confederates,  was  tne  Clty  °f  M°ns»  which  they 
qaet.apa  refolved  to  befiege  wirh  all  pofiible  expedition. 
They  palTed  the  Schelde  on  the  third  day  of  Sep^ 
tember,  and  detached  the  prince  of  Hefie  to  attack 
the  French  lines,  from  the  Haifne  to  the  Sombre, 
which  were  abandoned  at  his  approach.  On  the 
feventh  day  of  September,  marechal  de  Boufflers 
arrived  in  the  French  camp  at  Quievrain,  content 
to  act  in  an  inferior  capacity  to  Villars,  although 
his  fuperior  in  point  of  fcniority.  The  duke  of 
Marlborough  having  received  advice  that  the 
French  were  on  the  march  to  attack  the  advanced 
body  under  the  prince  of  HefTe,  decamped  from 
Havre,  in  order  to  fupport  that  detachment.  On 
the  ninth  the  allies  made  a  motion  to  the  left,  by 
which  the  two  armies  were  brought  fo  near  each 
Other,  that  a  mutual  cannonading  enfued.  The 
French  army,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  men,  were  ported  behind  the 
woods  of  La  Merte  and  Tanieres,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Malplaquet.  The  confederates, 
nearly  of  the  fame  number,  encamped  with  the 
right  near  Sart  and  Bleron,  and  the  left  on  the 
edge  of  the  wood  of  Lagniere  j  the  head- quarters 

being 
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being  at  Blaregnies.  The  enemy,  inflead  of  at-  A'c- 1?°«' 
tacking  the  allies,  began  to  fortify  their  camp, 
which  was  naturally  ftrong,  with  triple  intrench- 
ments.  In  a  word,  they  were  fo  covered  with  lines> 
hedges,  intrenchments,  cannon,  and  trees  laid 
acrofs,  that  they  leemed  to  be  quite  inacceffible. 
Had  the  confederates  attacked  them  on  the  ninth, 
the  battle  would  not  have  been  fo  bloody,  and  the 
victory  would  have  been  more  decifive  ;  for  they 
had  not  then  begun  to  fecure  the  camp  :  but  they 
poftponed  the  engagement  until  they  mould  be 
reinforced  by  eighteen  battalions  which  had  been 
employed  in  the  fiege  of  Tournay ;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  French  fortified  themfelves  with 
incredible  diligence  and  dilpatch.  On  the  eleventh 
day  of  September,  early  in  the  morning,  the  con- 
federates, favoured  by  a  thick  fog,  erected  bat- 
teries on  each  wing,  and  in  the  centre  ;  and  about 
eight  o'clock  the  weather  clearing  up,  the  attack 
began.  Eighty-fix  battalions  on  the  right,  com- 
manded by  general  Schuylemburg,  the  duke  of 
Argyle,  and  other  generals,  and  lupported  by  two 
and  twenty  battalions  under  count  Lottum,  at- 
tacked the  left  of  the  enemy  with  luch  vigour, 
that  notwithftanding  their  lines  and  barricadot-s, 
they  were  in  lefs  than  an  hour  driven  from  their 
intrenchments  into  the  woods  of  Sart  and  Tanieres. 
The  prince  of  Orange  and  baron  Fagel,  with  fix 
and  thirty  Dutch  battalions,  advanced  againit  the 
right  of  the  enemy,  polled  in  the  wood  of  laMerte, 
and  covered  with  three  intrenchments.  Here  the 
battle  was  maintained  with  the  moft  defperate  cou- 
rage on  both  fides.  The  Dutch  obliged  the  French 
to  quit  the  firft  intrenchment  •,  but  were  repulled 
from  the  fecond  with  great  (laughter.  The  prince 
of  Orange  perfifted  in  his  efforts  with  incredible 
perfevecance  and  intrepidity,  even  after  two  horfes 
had  been  killed  under  him,  and  the  greater  part 

of 
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A.  c.  .-09.  Of  his  officers  either  flain  or  difabled.  The  French 
fought  with  an  obftinacy  of  courage  that  bordered 
on  defpair,  till  feeing  their  lines  forced,  their  left 
wing  and  centre  giving  way,  and  their  general  Vil- 
lars  dangeroufly  wounded,  they  made  an  excellent 
retreat  towards  Bavay,  under  the  conduct  of  Bouf- 
,flers,  and  tookpofl  between  Quefnoy  and  Valen- 
ciennes. The  field  of  battle  they  abandoned  to 
the  confederates,  with  about  forty  colours  and  flan- 
dards,  fixteen  pieces  of  artillery,  and  a  good  num- 
ber of  priloners :  but  this  was  the  deareft  victory 
they  had  ever  purchafed.  Above  twenty  thoufand 
of  their  beft  troops  were  killed  in  the  engagement ; 
whereas  the  enemy  did  not  lofe  half  the  number, 
and  retired  at  leifure,  perfectly  recovered  of  that 
apprehenfion  w;th  which  they  had  been  for  fome 
years  infpired  and  overawed  by  the  fucceffes  of  their 
adversaries.  On  the  fide  of  the  allies,  count  Lot- 
turn,  general  Tettau,  count  Oxienftiern,  and  the 
marquis  of  Tullibardine  were  killed,  with  many 
other  officers  of  distinction.  Prince  Eugene  was 
(lightly  wounded  on  the  head  :  lieutenant-general 
"Webb  received  a  (hot  in  the  groin.  The  duke  of 
Argyle,  who  diftingui died  himfelf  by  extraordinary 
feats  of  valour,  efcaped  unhurt ;  but  ieveral  mufket- 
balls  penetrated  through  his  cloaths,  hat,  and  pe- 
riwig. In  the  French  army,  the  chevalier  de  St. 
George  charged  twelve  times  with  the  houmold- 
troops,  and  in  the  laft  was  wounded  with  a  fword 
in  the  arm.  The  marechal  Villars  confidently  af- 
ferted,  that  if  he  himfelf  had  not  been  difabled, 
the  confederates  would  have  certainly  been  de- 
feated. 

M"i»  ri:r-       Confidering  the  fituation  of  the   French,    the 

Kiuaed.     numDer  Of  the;r  troops,  and  the  manner  in  which 

they  were  fortihed,   nothing  could  be  more  ra(h 

and  imprudent   than  the  attack,    which  coft  the 

lives  of  ib  many  gallant  men,  and  was  attended 

with 
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with  fo  little  advantage  to  the  conquerors.  Per-  A-  c-  S"J°^ 
haps  the  duke  of  Marlborongh  thought  a  victory 
was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  fupport  his  finking  in- 
tereft  at  the  court  of  Great-Britain.  His  intention 
was  to  have  given  battle  before  the  enemy  had  in- 
trenched themielves  ;  but  prince  Eugene  infilled 
upon  delaying  the  action  until  the  reinforcement 
fhould  arrive  from  Tournay  :  and  the  extraordi- 
nary carnage  is  imputed  to  the  impetuofity  of  the 
prince  of  Orange,  whole  aim,  through  this  whole 
war,  was  to  raife  himfelf  into  confideration  with 
the  ftates -general,  by  fignal  acts  of  military  prow- 
ti\\  The  French  having  retired  to  Valenciennes, 
the  allies  were  left  at  liberty  to  befiege  Mons, 
which  capitulated  about  the  end  of  October  ;  and 
both  armies  were  distributed  in  winter-quarters. 
The  campaign  on  the  Rhine  produced  nothing  buc 
one  fharp  action,  between  a  detachment  of  the 
French  army  commanded  by  the  count  de  Borgh, 
and  a  body  of  troops  under  count  Merci,  who  had 
palTed  the  Rhine  in  order  to  penetrate  into  Franche- 
comte.  He  was  worfted  in  this  encounter,  with 
the  lofs  of  two  thoufand  men  ;  obliged  to  repafs 
the  river,  and  retire  to  Fribourg.  Ifi  Piedmont, 
velt  marechal  Thaun  commanded  the  confederates, 
in  the  room  of  the  duke  of  Savoy,  who  refnfed  to 
take  the  field  until fome  differences  which  had  arifen 
between  the  emperor  and  him  mould  be  adjufted. 
Thaun's  defign  was  to  befiege  Briancon  ;  but  the 
duke  of  Berwick  had  taken  fuch  precautions  as 
frustrated  his  intention,  though  part  of  the  troops 
under  the  French  general  were  employed  in  fup- 
prefllng  an  infurrection  of  the  Camifars,  and  other 
malcontents  in  the  Vivarez.  Thefe  were  intirely 
defeated  in  a  pitched  battle  ;  and  Abraham,  one  of 
their  leaders,  being  taken,  was  broke  alive  upon 
the  wheel  :  three  and  twenty  were  hanged,  and  the 
other  prifoners  fent  to  the  gallies.  The  pope  de- 
layed 
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A.C.  i-»o9.  layed  acknowledging  king  Charles,  under  various 
pretences,  in  hope  that  the  campaign  would  prove 
favourable  to  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  till  at  length 
the  emperor  giving  him  to  underfland  that  his  army 
fhould  take  up  their  winter-quarters  in  the  eccler 
fiaftical  Rate,  his  holinefs  folemnly  owned  Charles 
as  king  of  Spain,  Naples,  and  Sicily. 

inTlilf1  ^"ne  m'ntary  operations  in  Spain  and  Portugal 
were  unfavourable  to  the  allies.  On  the  feventh 
of  May,  the  Portuguefe  and  Englifh  were  defeat- 
ed at  Caye,  by  the  Spaniards  under  the  command 
of  the  marechal  de  Bay.  The  cattle  of  Alicant, 
guarded  by  two  Engiifh  regiments,  had  been  be- 
fieged,  and  held  out  during  the  whole  winter.  At 
length  the  chevalier  D'Asfeldt  ordered  the  rock 
to  be  undermined,  and  having  lodged  two  hun- 
dred barrels  of  gun-powder,  gave  by  burg  the  go- 
vernor to  underftand,  that  two  of  his  officers  might 
come  out-,  and  fee  the  condition  of  the  works. 
This  offer  being  accepted,  he  in  perfon  accom- 
panied them  to  the  mine  :  told  them  he  could  not 
bear  the  thoughts  of  feeing  fo  many  brave  men 
perim  in  the  ruins  of  a  place  they  had  fo  gallantly 
defended ',  and  allowed  them  four  and  twenty 
hours  to  confide  r  on  the  refolution  they  mould 
take.  Syburg  continued  deaf  to  his  remonftrances : 
and,  with  an  obftinacy  that  favoured  more  of  ftu- 
pidity  than  of  valour,  determined  to  Hand  the  ex- 
plofion.  When  the  centinels  that  were  potted  on 
the  fide  of  the  hill,  gave  notice,  by  a  preconcert- 
ed fignal,  that  fire  was  fet  to  the  mine,  the  gover- 
nor ordered  the  guard  to  retire,  and  walked  out  to 
the  parade,  accompanied  by  feyeral  officers.  The 
mine  being  fprung,  the  rock  opened  under  their 
feet,  and  they  falling  into  the  chafm,  it  inftantly 
clofed  and  cruihed  them  to  death.  Notwithftand- 
ing  this  dreadful  incident,  colonel  d'Albon,  who 
fucceeded  to  the  command,  refolved  to  defend 
8  the 
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the  place  to  the  laft  extremity.  Sir  Edward  Whi-*. «.  '?«>• 
taker  failed  from  Barcelona  to  the  relief  of  the 
place ;  but  the  enemy  had  erected  fuch  works  as 
effectually  hindered  the  troops  from  landing.  Then 
general  Stanhope,  who  commanded  them,  capitu- 
lated with  the  Spanifh  general  for  the  garrifon, 
which  marched  out  with  all  the  honours  of  war, 
and  was  traniported  to  Minorca,  where  the  men 
were  put  into  quarters  of  refrefhment.  On  the 
frontiers  of  Catalonia,  general  Staremberg  main- 
tained his  ground,  and  even  annoyed  the  enemy. 
He  pafled  the  Scgra  and  reduced  Balaguer  •,  hav- 
ing left  a  ttrong  garrilbn  in  the  place,  he  re- 
paired the  river,  and  fent  his  forces  into  winter- 
quarters.  The  mod  remarkable  event  of  this 
fummer,  was  the  battle  of  Pultowa,  in  which  the 
king  of  Sweden  was  entirely  defeated  by  the  czar 
of  Mufcovy,  and  obliged  to  take  refuge  at  Bender, 
a  town  of  Moldavia,  in  the  Turkifh  dominions. 
Auguftus  immediately  marched  into  Poland  againft 
Staniflaus,  and  renounced  his  own  refignation,  as 
if  it  had  been  the  efffct  of  compulsion.  He  form- 
ed a  project  with  the  kings  of  Denmark  and 
PrufTia,  to  attack  the  Swedifh  territories  in  three 
different  places :  but  the  emperor  and  maritime 
powers  prevented  the  execution  of  this  fcheme,  by 
entering  into  a  guaranty  for  preferving  the  peace 
of  the  empire.  Neverthelefs,  the  king  of  Den- 
mark declared  war  agairift  Sweden,  and  tranfport- 
ed  an  army  over  the  Sound  to  Schonen  ;  but  they 
were  attacked  and  defeated  by  the  Swedes,  and 
obliged  to  reimbark  with  the  utmoft  precipita- 
tion. The  war  ftill  continued  to  rage  in  Hun- 
gary, where,  however,  the  revolters  were  routed 
in  many  petty  engagements. 

Though  the  events  of  the  fummer  had  been  lefs 
unfavourable  to  France  than  Lewis  had  reafon  to 
expect,  he  faw  that  peace  was  as  necefiary  as  ever 

to 
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A.  c.  i7*9-to  his  kingdom  i  but  he  thought  he  might"  now 
The  French  treat  with  fome  freedom  and  dignity.  His  minifter 
**&$*  Torcy  maintained  a  corrdpondence  with  Mr. 
treating  re-  Petkum  refident  of  the  duke  of  Holftein  at  the 
.-  Hague  :  he  propofed  to  this  minifter,  that  the  ne- 
gotiatlon  mould  be  renewed  ;  and  demanded  paiTes, 
by  virtue  of  which  the  French  plenipotentiaries 
might  repair  in  fafety  to  Holland.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  French  king  withdrew  his  troops  from 
Spain,  on  pretence  of  demonftrating  his  readinefs 
to  oblige  the  allies  in  that  particular;  though  this 
meafure  was  the  effect  of  necefiity,  which  obliged 
him  to  recal  thofe  troops  for  the  defence  of  his 
own  dominions.  The  ftates- general  refuted  to 
grant  pafles  to  the  French  miniiters  -,  but  they  al- 
lowed Petkum  to  make  a  journey  to  Verfaiiles.  In 
the  interim  king  Philip  pubiifhed  a  manifeito,  pro- 
tefting  againft  all  that  mould  be  tranfacted  at  the 
Hague  to  his  prejudice.  Far  from  yielding  Spain 
and  the  Indies  to  his  competitor,  he  declared  his 
intention  of  driving  Charles  from  thofe  places  that 
were  now  in  his  poffefiion.  He  named  the  duke 
of  Alba  and  count  Bergheyck  for  his  plenipoten- 
tiaries, and  ordered  them  to  notify  their  credentials 
to  the  maritime  powers  -,  but  no  regard  was  payed 
to  their  intimation.  Philip  tampered  likewife  with 
the  duke  of  Marlborough,  and  the  marquis  de 
Torcy  renewed  his  attempts  upon  that  general : 
but  all  his  application  and  addrefs  proved  ineffec- 
tual. Petkum  brought  back  from  Verfaiiles  a 
kind  of  memorial,  importing,  That  thofe  motives 
which  influenced  the  French,  before  the  campaign 
was  opened,  no  longer  fubfifted  :  That  the  winter 
feafon. naturally  produced  a  ceiration  of  arms,  dur- 
ing which!  he  would  treat  of  a  general  and  reafonable 
peace,  without  reftricting  himtelf  to  the  form  of  the 
preliminaries  which  the  allies  had  pretended  to  im- 
pofe:  That  neverthelefs,  he  would  ftill  treat  on  the 
foundation  of  thofe  conditions  to  which  he  had  con- 
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tented,  and  fend  plenipotentiaries  to  begin  the  con-  A.C.  1709- 
ferences  with  thole  of  the  allies,  on  the  firit  day  of 
January.  The  flates-general  inveighed  againft 
this  memorial,  as  a  proof  of  the  French  king's  in- 
tincerity  •,  though  he  certainly  had  a  right  to  re- 
tract thofe  offers  they  had  formerly  rejected.  They 
came  to  a  refolution,  that  it  was  abiolutely  necef- 
fary  to  profecute  the  war  with  vigour  :  and  they 
wrote  prefling  letters  on  this  fubjed  to  all  their 
allies. 

The  parliament  of  Great  Britain  being  aflembled 
on  the  fifteenth  day  of  November,  the  queen  in 
her  fpeech  told  both  houfes,  that  the  enemy  had 
endeavoured,  by  falfe  appearances,  and  deceitful 
infinuations  of  a  defire  after  peace,  to  create  jea- 
loufies  among  the  allies :  That  God  Almighty 
had  been  plealed  to  bids  the  arms  of  the  confede- 
rates with  a  moft  remarkable  victory,  and  other 
fucctfTcs,  which  had  laid  France  open  to  the  im- 
prefiion  of  the  allied  arms,  and  confequently  ren- 
dered peace  more  necefTary  to  that  kingdom  than  it 
was  at  the  beginning  of  the  campaign.  She  infill- 
ed upon  the  expediency  of  profecuting  the  advan- 
tages Ihe  had  gained  •>  by  reducing  that  exorbitant 
and  oppreffive  power  which  had  fo  long  threatened 
the  liberties  of  Europe.  The  parliament  were  as 
eager  and  compliant  as  ever.  They  prefented  con- 
gratulatory addrefles :  they  thanked  the  duke  of 
JVlarlborough  for  his  fignal  fervices  j  while  great 
part  of  the  nation  reproached  him  with  having 
wantonly  facrificed  fo  many  thqufand  lives  to  his 
own  private  intereft  and  reputation.  In  lefs  than 
a  month,  the  commons  granted  upwards  of  fix 
millions  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year ;  and 
eftablimed  a  lottery,  with  other  funds,  to  anfwer 
this  enormous  fupply.  On  the  thirteenth  day  of 
December,  Mr.  Doibtn,  Ion  to  the  late  archbiihop 
of  York,  complained  to  the  houie  of  two  krmons 
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A.  c.  1709.  preached  and  publiihed  by  Dr.  Henry  SachevereU 
rector  of  St.  Saviour's  Southwark,  as  containing 
pofitions  contrary  to  revolution-principles,  to  the 
prefent  government  and  the  proteftant  fucceffion. 
Sacheverel  was  a  clergyman  of  narrow  intellects, 
and  an  over-heated  imagination.  He  had  acquired 
fome  popularity  among  thofe  who  diftinguifhed 
themfelves  by  the  name  of  High-churchmen  ;  and 
took  all  occasions  to  vent  his  animofity  againft  the 
diflentcrs.  At  the  fummer-affizes  at  Derby,  he 
had  held  forth  in  that  ftrain  before  the  judges :  on 
the  fifth  day  of  November,  in  St.  Paul's  church, 
he,  in  a  violent  declamation,  defended  the  doc- 
trine of  non-refi(lance  •,  inveighed  againft  the  tole* 
ration  and  difienters ;  declared  the  church  was 
dangeroufly  attacked  by  her  enemies  •,  and  flightly 
defended  by  her  falfe  friends  :  he  founded  the 
trumpet  for  the  church,  and  exhorted  the  people 
to  put  on  the  whole  armour  of  God.  Sir  Samuel 
Garrard  the  lord-mayor,  countenanced  this  harran- 
gue,  which  was  publimed  under  his  protection,  ex- 
tolled by  the  Tories,  and  circulated  all  over  the  na- 
tion. The  complaint  of  Mr.  Dolben  againft  Sache- 
verel was  feconded  in  the  houfe  of  commons  by  Sir 
Peter  King,  and  other  members.  The  moft  vio- 
lent paragraphs  were  read  :  the  fermons  were  voted 
fcandalous  and  feditious  libels.  Sacheverel  being 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  houfe,  acknowledged  him- 
felf  the  author  of  both,  and  mentioned  the  encou- 
ragement he  had  received  from  the  lord  mayor  to 
print  that  which  was  entituled,  "  The  perils  of  falfe 
•'  brethren."  Sir  Samuel,  who  was  a  member, 
denied  he  had  even  given  him  fuch  encouragement. 
The  doctor  being  ordered  to  withdraw,  the  houfe 
refolved  he  fhould  be  impeached  of  high  crimes 
and  mifdemeanors,  and  Mr.  Dolben  was  ordered 
to  impeach  him  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  lords, 
in  the  name  of  all  the  commons  of  England.  A 
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committee  was  appointed  to  draw  tip  articles,  and  A-C.  17^9 
Sacheverel  was  taken  into  cuflody.  At  the  fame  time, 
in  order  to  demonftrate  their  own  principles,  they 
refolved,  That  the  rev.  Mr.  BenjaniinHoadly,  rector 
of  St.  Peter's  Poor,  for  having  often  juftified  the 
principles  on  which  her  majefty  and  the  nation  pro- 
ceeded in  the  late  happy  revolution,  had  juilly 
merited  the  favour  and  recommendation  of  the 
honfe ;  and  they  prefented  an  addreis  to  the  queen, 
befeeching  her  to  beftow  fome  dignity  in  the 
church  on  Mr.  Hoadly,  for  his  eminent  fervices 
both  to  the  church  and  (late.  The  queen  returned 
a  civil  anfwer,  though  (he  payed  no  regard  to  their 
recommendation.  Hoadly  was  a  clergyman  of" 
found  underftanding,  unblemifhed  character,  and 
uncommon  moderation,  who,  in  a  fermon  preach- 
ea  before  the  lord-mayor  of  London,  had  demon- 
ftrated  the  lawfuinefs  of  refitting  wicked  and  crusl 
governors  ;  and  vindicated  the  late  revolution.  By 
avowing  fuch  doctrines,  he  incurred  the  refent- 
ment  of  the  high- churchmen,  who  acculed  him  of 
having  preached  up  rebellion.  Many  books  were 
written  againft  the  maxims  he  proferTed.  Thefe 
he  anfwered  ;  and,  in  the  courfe  of  the  controverfy, 
acquitted  himfelf  with  fuperior  temper,  judgment, 
and  folidity  of  argument.  He,  as  well  as  bifhop 
Burnet,  and  leveral  other  prelates,  had  been  treat- 
ed with  great  virulence  in  Sacheverel's  ft-rmon  -, 
and  the  lord-trcafurer  was  fcurrilcufly  abufed  under 
the  name  of  Volpone. 

The  doctor  being  impeached  ,at  the  bar  of  the  He  -s  Im_ 
upper  houfe,  petitioned  that  he  might  be  admitted  peached  by 
to  bail;  but  this  indulgence  was  rcfufed,  and  the^"™" 
commons  feemed  bent  upon  proiecuting  him  with 
fuch  feverity  as  gave  difgufl  to  men  of  moderate 
principles.     Mean  while  the  Tories  were  not  idle. 
They  boldly  affirmed  that  the  Whigs  had  formed  a 
defign  to  pull  down  the  church  ;  and  that  this  pro- 
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A.  c.i7o9  fecution  was  intended  to  try  their  ftrength,  before 
they  would  proceed  openly  to  the  execution  of 
their  project.  Thefe  affertions  were  fupported,  and 
even  credited  by  great  part  of  the  clergy,  who  did 
not  fail  to  alarm  and  inflame  their  hearers ;  while 
emilTaries  were  employed  to  raife  a  ferment  among 
the  populace,  already  prepared  with  difcontent, 
arifmg  from  a  fcarcity  which  prevailed  in  almoft 
every  country  of  Europe.  Thefe  minifters  magni- 
fied the  dangers  to  which  the  church  was  expofed, 
from  diflenters,  whigs,  and  lukewarm  prelates. 
Thefe  they  reprefented  as  the  authors  of  a  ruinous 
war,  which  in  a  little  time  would  produce  univerial 
famine-,  and  as  the  immediate  encouragers  of  thofe 
Palatine  refugees  who  had  been  brought  over  to 
the  number  of  fix  thoufand,  and  maintained  by  vo- 
luntary contributions,  until  they  could  be  conve- 
niently tranfported  into  Ireland,  and  the  planta- 
tions in  America.  The  chanty  beftowed  upon  thole 
unhappy  ftrangers  exafperated  the  poor  of  Eng- 
land, who  felt  feverely  the  effects  of  the  dearth,  and 
helped  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of  popular  difcontent. 
The  articles  againft  Dr.  Sacheverel  being  exhibited, 
his  perfon  was  committed  to  the  deputy-ufher  of 
the  black  rod ;  and  the  lords  admitted  him  to 
bail.  Then  he  drew  up  an  anfwer  to  the  charge, 
in  which  he  denied  tome  articles,  and  others  he  en- 
deavoured to  juftify  or  extenuate.  The  commons 
having  lent  up  a  replication,  declaring  they  were 
ready  to  prove  the  charge,  the  lords  appointed  the 
twenty-feventh  day  of  February  for  the  trial,  in 
Wettminfter  hall. 

His  trial.  The  eyes  of  the  whole  kingdom  were  turned 
upon  this  extraordinary  trial.  It  lafted  three  weeks, 
during  which  all  other  bufinefs  was  fufpended; 
and  the  queen  herfclf  was  every  day  prefent,  though 
in  quality  or"  a  private  fpectator.  The  managers 
for  the  commons  were  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyl,  Mr.  Eyre, 
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follicitor-general,  Sir  Peter  King,  recorder  of  the  A- c-  '7«». 
city  of  London,  lieutenant-general  Stanhope,  Sir 
Thomas  Parker,  and  Mr.  Robert  Walpole  trea- 
furer  of  the  navy.  The  doctor  was  defended  by 
Sir  Simon  Harcourt,  and  Mr.  Phipps,  and  affifted 
by  Dr.  Atterbury,  Dr.  Smallridge,  and  Dr.  Friend. 
A  vaft  multitude  attended  him  every  day  to  and 
from  Weftminfter-hall,  driving  to  kifs  his  hand, 
and  praying  for  his  deliverance,  as  if  he  had  been 
a  martyr  and  confeflbr.  The  queen's  fedan  was  be- 
fet  by  the  populace,  exclaiming,  "  God  blefs  your 
"  majefty  and  the  church.  We  hope  your  majefty 
"  is  for  Dr.  Sacheverel."  They  compelled  all 
perfons  to  lift  their  hats  to  the  doctor,  as  he  pafied 
in  his  coach  to  the  Temple,  where  h?  lodged ;  and, 
among  thefe  fome  members  of  parliament,  who 
were  abufed  and  infulted.  They  deftroyed  feveral 
meeting-houfes,  plundered  the  dwelling-houfes  of 
eminent  diflenters  •,  and  threatened  to  pull  down 
thofe  of  the  lord-chancellor,  the  earl  of  Wharton, 
and  the  bifhop  of  Sarum.  They  even  propofed  to 
attack  the  Bank ;  fo  that  the  directors  were  obliged 
to  fend  to  Whitehall  for  afliftance.  The  horfe  and 
foot  guards  were  immediately  fent  to  difperfe  the 
rioters,  who  fled  at  their  approach.  Next  day  the 
guards  were  doubled  at  Whitehall,  and  the  trained 
bands  of  Weftminfler  continued  in  arms  during 
the  whole  trial.  The  commons  intreated  the  queen, 
in  an  addrefs,  to  take  effectual  meafures  for  fup- 
preffing  the  prefent  tumults,  fet  on  foot  and  fo- 
mented by  papifts,  nonjurors,  and  other  enemies 
to  her  title  and  government.  She  exprefled  a  deep 
fenfc  of  their  care  and  concern,  as  well  as  a  juft  re- 
fentment  at  thefe  tumultuous  and  violent  proceed- 
ings. She  publimed  a  proclamation  for  fuppref- 
fing  the  tumults  -,  and  feveral  perfons  being  ap- 
.prehended,  were  afterwards  tried  for  high  treafon. 
Two  of  them  were  convicted  and  fentcnced  to  die ; 
D  2  but 
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A.  e.  1709.  but  neither  fuffered.  The  commons  prefented 
another  addrefs  of  thanks  to  her  majeity  for  her 
gracious  anfwer  to  their  firft  remonftrance.  They 
took  this  occafion  to  declare,  that  the  profecution. 
of  the  commons  againft  Dr.  Henry  Sacheverel 
proceeded  only  from  the  indifpenfible  obligation, 
they  lay  under  to  vindicate  the  late  happy  revo- 
lution, the  glory  of  their  royal  deliverer,  her  own 
title  and  adminiftration,  the  prefent  eftablimment 
andproteftant  fuccefiion,  together  with  the  toleration 
and  the  quiet  of  the  government.  When  the  doc- 
tor's counfel  had  finished  his  defence,  he  himfelf 
recited  a  fpeech,  wherein  he  folemnly  juftified  hia- 
intentions  towards  the  queen  and  her  government ; 
and  fpoke  in  the  mod  relpectful  terms  of  the  revo- 
lution, and  the  proteftant  fucceflion.  He  main- 
tained the  doctrine  of  non-re  Pittance  in  all  cafes 
whatfoever,  as  a  maxim  of  the  church  in  which  he 
was  educated  •,  and,  by  many  pathetical  expref- 
fions,  endeavoured  to  excite  the  companion  of  the 
audience.  He  was  furrounded  by  'the  queen's 
chaplains,  who  encouraged  and  extolled  him  as  the 
champion  of  the  church ;  and  he  was  privately  fa- 
voured by  the  queen  herfelf,  who  could  not  but 
relifh  a  doctrine  fo  well  calculated  for  the  fupport  of 
regal  authority. 

Debates  UP-      On  the  tenth  day  of  iMarch,  the  lords  being  ad- 

hoJfcrf1*  journed  to  their  own  houfe,  the  earl  of  Notting- 

i»«i«.        ham  propofed  the  following  queftion,  "  Whether, 

"  in  profecutions  by  impeachments  for  high  crimes 

"  and  mifdemeanors,  by  writing  or  fpeaking,  the 

"  particular  words  fuppoled  to  be  criminal,  are  ne- 

"  cefiary  to  be  exprdsly  fpecified  in  fuch  impeach- 

"  ments  ?"     The  judges  being  coniultcd,    were 

unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that,    according  to   law, 

the  grounds  of  an  indictment  or   impeachment 

ought  to  be  exprefsly  mentioned  in  both.     One 

£.      of  the  lords  having  fuggefted,  that  the  judges  had 
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delivered  their  opinions  according  to  the  rules  of  A>  c-  »7°9« 
Weftminfter-hall,  and  not  according  to  the  ufage 
of  parliament,  the  houfe  refolved,  that  in  impeach- 
ments they  fhould  proceed  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  land,  and   the  law  and  ufage  of  parliaments. 
On  the  fixceenth  day  of  the  month,  the  queen  being 
in  the  houfe  incognito,  they  proceeded  to  confider 
whether  or  not  the  commons  had  made  good  the 
articles  exhibited  againft  Dr.  Sacheverel.     The  earl 
of  Wharton  obferved,  that  the  doctor's  fpeech  was 
a  full  confutation  and  condemnation  of  his  fermon  : 
that  all  he  had  advanced  about  non-refiftance  and 
unlimited  obedience  was  falfe  and  ridiculous :  that 
the  doctrine  of  paffive  obedience,  as  urged  by  the 
doctor,  was  not  reconcileable  to  the  practice  of 
churchmen  :  that  if  the  revolution  was  not  lawful, 
many  in  that  houfe,  and  vaft  numbers   without, 
were  guilty  of  blood,  murder,  rapine,  and  injuftice ; 
and  that  the  queen  herfelf  was  no  lawful  fovereign, 
fince  the  belt  title,  (he  had  to  the  crown  was  her 
parliamentary  title  founded  upon   the  revolution. 
He  was  anfwered  by  the  lord  Haverfham  in  a  long 
fpeech.    Lord  Ferrers  faid,  if  the  doctor  was  guilty 
of  fome  foolifh  unguarded  expreflions,  he  ought 
to  have  been  tried  at  common  law.     The  earl  of 
Scarborough  obferved,  the   revolution  was  a  nice 
point,  and  above  the  law:  he  moved  that  they 
fhould  adjourn  the  debate,  and  take  time  to  confi- 
der before  they  gave  judgment.     Doctor  Hooper 
bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells  allowed  the  neceflity 
and   legality  of  refiftance   in   fome  extraordinary 
cafes ;  but  was  of  opinion,  that  this  maxim  ought 
to  be  concealed  from  the  knowledge  of  the  people, 
who  are  naturally  too  apt  to  refill :  that  the  revo- 
lution was  not  to  bs  boafted  of,  nor  made  a  prece- 
cjent  -   but  that  a  mantle  ought  to  be  thrown  over 
it,  and  it  mould  be  called  a  vacancy  or  abdication. 
D  3  He 
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A.C,  1709.  He  faid  the  original  compact  were  dangerous 
words,  not  to  be  mentioned  without  great  caution ; 
that  thofe  who  examined  the  revolution  too  nicely, 
were  no  friends  to  it ;  and  that  there  feemed  to  be 
a  neceffity  for  preaching  up  non-refiftance  and  paf- 
five  obedience  at  that  time,  when  refiftance  was 
juftified.  The  duke  of  A rgyle  affirmed,  that  the 
clergy  in  all  ages  had  delivered  up  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  people,  preaching  up  the  king's 
power  in  order  to  govern  him  the  more  eafily ;  and 
therefore  they  ought  not  to  be  fuffered  to  meddle 
with  politics.  The  earl  of  Anglefey  owned  the 
doctor  had  preaced  nonfenfe ;  but  faid  that  was 
no  crime.  The  duke  of  Leeds  diftinguifhed  be- 
tween refiftance  and  revolution  :  for,  had  not  the 
laft  fucceeded,  it  would  have  certainly  been  rebel- 
lion, fince  he  knew  of  no  other  but  hereditary 
right.  The  bifhop  of  Salifbury  juftified  refiftance 
from  the  book  of  Maccabees :  he  mentioned  the 
conduct  of  queen  Elizabeth,  who  aflifted  the  Scots, 
the  French,  and  the  dates-general,  in  refifting  their 
different  fovereigns,  and  was  fupported  in  this 
practice  both  by  her  parliaments  and  her  convoca- 
tions. He  obferved  that  king  Charles  I.  had  aflift- 
ed the  citizens  of  Rochelle  in  their  rebellion  :  that 
Manwaring  incurred  a  fevere  cenfure  from  the 
parliament,  for  having  broached  the  doctrine  of 
the  divine  right  of  kings  j  and  that  though  this 
became  a  favourite  maxim  after  the  reftoration,  yet 
its,  warmeil  afferters  were  the  firft  who  pleaded  for 
refiftance  when  they  thought  themfelves  opprefled. 
The  archbiftiop  of  York,  the  duke  of  Bucking- 
ham, and  other  leaders  of  the  Tory  intereft,  de- 
clared that  they  never  read  fuch  a  piece  of  madnefs 
and  nonfenfe  as  Sachevertl's  fermon  j  but  they 
did  not  think  him  guilty  of  a  mifdemeanour.  Next 
day,  Dr.  Wake  bifhop  of  Lincoln,  accufed  Sache- 
8  verei 
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verelof  having  made  a  ftrange  and  falfe  reprefen-  A-c«  «7°»- 
ration  of  the  defign  for  a  comprehenfion,  which 
had  beea  fet  on  foot  by  archbifhop  Sancroft,  and 
promoted  by  the  moft  eminent  divines  of  the 
church  of  England.  He  was  of  opinion  that  fome 
ftep  Ihould  be  taken  for  putting  a  flop  to  Inch 
preaching,  as,  if  not  timely  corrected,  might  kindle 
heats  and  animofities  that  would  endanger  both 
church  and  flare.  Dr.  Trimnel  bifhop  of  Nor- 
wich, expatiated  upon  the  infolence  of  Sacheverel, 
who  had  arraigned  archbifhop  Grindal,  one  of  the 
eminent  reformers,  as  a  perfidious  prelate,  for 
having  favoured  and  tolerated  the  difcipline  of 
Geneva.  He  enlarged  upon  the  good  effects  of 
the  toleration.  He  took  notice  of  Sacheverel's 
prefumption  in  publiming  inflammatory  prayers, 
declaring  himfelf  under  perfecution,  while  he  was 
profecuted  for  offending  againft  the  law,  by  thofe, 
who  in  common  juftice  ought  to  be  thought  the 
faireft  accufers,  and  before  their  lordfhips,  who 
were  juftly  acknowledged  to  be  the  moft  impartial 
judges.  In  difcufllng  the  fourth  article,  the  bifhop 
of  Salifbury  fpoke  with  great  vehemence  againft 
Sacheverel,  who,  by  inveighing  againft  the  revo- 
lution, toleration,  and  union,  leemed  to  arraign 
and  attack  the  queen  herfelf ;  fince  her  majefty  had 
fo  great  a  fhare  in  the  firft  ;  had  often  declared  me 
would  maintain  the  fecond ;  and  that  me  looked 
upon  the  third  as  the  moft  glorious  event  of  her 
reign.  He  affirmed,  that  nothing  could  be  more 
plain  than  the  doctor's  reflecting  upon  her  ma- 
jefty's  minifters ;  and  that  he  had  fo  well  marked 
out  a  noble  peer  there  prefent,  by  an  ugly  and 
fcurrilous  epithet  which  he  would  not  repeat,  that 
it  was  not  poffible  to  miftake  his  meaning.  Some 
of  the  younger  peers  cculd  not  help  laughing  at 
this  undefigned  larcafm  upon  the  lord-treafurer, 
whom  Sacheverel  had  reviled  under  the  name  of 
D  4  Volpone  : 
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4,0.1709.  Volpone  :  they  exclaimed  "  Name  him,  name 
<c  him  i"  and,  in  all  probability,  the  zealous 
bifhop,  who  was  remarkable  for  abfence  of  mind 
and  unguarded  expreflions,  would  have  gratified 
their  requeft,  had  not  the  chancellor  interpafing, 
declared  that  no  peer  was  obliged  to  fay  more  than 
he  fhould  think  proper. 

Heisfiienc-  After  obftinate  difputes  and  much  virulent  alter- 
eiaSrthr"  cati°n>  Sacheverel  was  found  guilty  by  a  majority 
of  feventeen  voices ;  and  four  and  thirty  peers, 
entered  a  proteft  againft  this  decifion.  He  was  pro- 
hibited from  preaching  for  the  term  of  three  years : 
his  two  fermons  were  ordered  to  be  burned  by  the 
hands  of  the  common  hangman,  in  prefence  of  the 
lord- mayor  and  the  two  IherifFs  of  London  and 
Middlefex.  The  lords  likewife  voted  that  the  exe- 
cutioner mould  commit  to  the  fame  fire  the  famous 
decree  pafled  in  the  convocation  of  the  univerfity 
of  Oxford,  afierting  the  abfolute  authority  and  in- 
defeafible  right  of  princes.  A  like  fentence  was 
denounced  by  the  commons  upon  a  book  intituled, 
"  Collections  of  paffages  referred  to  by  Dr.  Sache- 
"  verel,  in  his  anfwer  to  the  articles  of  impeach - 
"  ment."  Thefe  he  had  felected  from  impious 
books  lately  publiflied,  and  they  were  read  by  his 
counfel  as  proofs  that  the  church  was  in  danger. 
The  lenity  of  the  fentence  pafled  upon  Sacheverel, 
which  was  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  the  dread  of 
popular  refentment,  his  friends  confidered  as  a  vic- 
tory obtained  over  a  Whig  faction,  and  they  cele- 
brated their  triumph  with  bonfires  and  illumina- 
A.  c.  1710.  tjons<  On  .the  fifth  day  of  April,  the  queen  order- 
Pumet.  ed  the  parliament  to  be  prorogued,  after  having, 
r"Tl'r,  in  her  fpeech  to  both  houfes,  exprefied  her  concern 
Feuquiem.i  for  the  neceffarv  occaiion  which  had  taken  up  ere  at 

Hift.  of  the  r     -i      •          •  111  i-i 

D.  of  Marl- part  or  their  time  towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
fefllon.  She  declared  that  no  prince  could  have  a 
mere  true  and  tender  concern  for  the  welfare  and 

pro- 
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profperity  of  the  church  than  me  had,  and  fhould  A-c-  »7«» 
always  have ;  and  flie  faid  it  was  very  injurious  to 
take  a  pretence  from  wicked  and  malicious  libels, 
to  infinuate  that  the  church  was  in  danger  by  her 
adminiftration. 

The  French  king  feeing  the  mifery  of  his  people  conference* 

.    ...  _  -i       11    i  •  c  r  -i       i  LI      i   at  Gfrtrtty* 

daily  mcreafe,  and  all  his  resources  rail,  humbled  denborg. 
himfelf  again  before  the  allies,  and  by  the  means 
of  Petkum,  who  flill  correfponded  with  hisminifters, 
implored  the  ftates-general,  that  the  negotiation 
might  be  rcfumed.  In  order  to  facilitate  their  con- 
fent,  he  difpatched  a  new  project  of  pacification, 
in  which  he  promifed  to  renounce  his  grandfon,  and 
to  comply  with  all  their  other  demands,  provided 
the  electors  of  Cologne  and  Bavaria  mould  be  re- 
efrablifhed  in  their  eftates  and  dignities.  Thefe 
overtures  being  rejedted,  another  plan  was  offered, 
and  communicated  to  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
emperor  and  the  queen  of  Great-Britain.  Thea 
Petkum  wrote  a  letter  to  the  marquis  de  Torcy, 
intimating  that  the  allies  required  his  moft  chrif- 
tian  majeity  fhould  declare  in  plain  and  exprefiive 
terms,  that  he  counted  to  all  the  preliminaries, 
except  the  thirty  feventh  article,  which  ftipulated 
a  cc  fTation  of  arms,  in  cafe  the  Spanim  monarchy 
mould  be  delivered  to  king  Charles  in  the  fpaceof 
two  months.  He  faid,  the  allies  would  fend  paf- 
ports  to  the  French  miniiters  to  treat  of  an  equi- 
valent for  that  article.  Lewis  was  even  forced  to 
f.vallow  this  bitter  draught.  He  fignified  his  con- 
fent,  and  appointed  the  marechal  D'Uxelles  and 
the  abbe  Polignac  his  plenipotentiaries.  They 
were  not  fuffered,  however,  to  enter  Holland,  but 
were  met  by  the  deputies  Buys  and  Vanderduflcn, 
at  Gertruydenberg.  Mean  while,  the  ftates  de- 
fired  the  queen  of  England  to  fend  over  the  duke 
of  Mariborough  to  affift  them  with  his  advice  on 
thefe  conferences.  The  two  houfes  of  parliament 

feconded 
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*'  c>  »'i°-  feconded  their  requeft  in  a  joint- addrefs  to  her  ma- 
jefty,  who  told  them  fhe  had  already  given  direc- 
tions for  his  departure  j  and  faid,  (he  was  glad  to 
find  they  concurred  with  her  in  a  juft  fenfe  of  the 
duke's  eminent  fervices.  Both  the  letter  and  the 
addrefs  were  procured  by  the  intereft  of  Marlbo- 
rough,  to  let  the  queen  lee  how  much  that  noble- 
man was  confidered  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
But  me  was  already  wholly  alienated  from  him  in 
her  hearty  and  thefe  expedients  ferved  only  to  in- 
creafe  her  difguft. 

pride  and  The  French  minifters  were  fubjefted  to  every 
obftinacyof  fpccics  of  mortification.  They  were  in  a  manner 
the  Dutch.  confine(j  to  a  fmaii  fortified  town,  and  all  their 
conduct  narrowly  watched.  Their  accommodation 
was  mean  :  their  letters  were  opened ;  and  they 
were  daily  infulted  by  injurious  libels.  The  Dutch 
deputies  would  hear  of  no  relaxation,  and  no  ex- 
pedient for  removing  the  difficulties  that  retarded 
the  negotiation.  In  vain  the  plenipotentiaries  de- 
clared, that  the  French  king  could  not  with  de- 
cency, or  the  leaft  regard  to  his  honour,  wage 
war  againft  his  own  grandfon  :  the  deputies  infill- 
ed upon  his  effecting  the  ceflion  of  Spain  and  the 
Indies  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria ;  and  fubmitting  to 
every  other  article  fpecified  in  the  preliminaries. 
Nay,  they  even  referved  to  themfelves  a  power  of 
making  ulterior  demands  after  the  preliminaries 
mould  be  adjufted.  Lewis  propofed,  that  fomc 
fmall  provifion  mould  be  made  for  the  duke  of 
Anjou,  which  might  induce  him  to  relinquifh  Spain 
the  more  eafily.  He  mentioned  the  kingdom  of 
Arragon ;  and  this  hint  being  difagreeable  to  the 
allies,  he  demanded  Naples  and  Sicily.  When 
they  urged,  that  Naples  was  already  in  pofiefiion 
of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  he  reftricted  the  provifion 
to  Sicily  and  Sardinia.  He  offered  to  deliver  up 
four  cautionary  towns  in  Flanders,  as  a  fecurity  for 

Philip's 
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Philip's  evacuating  Spain;  and  even  promifed  toA-c-'7'°. 
fupply  the  confederates  with  a  monthly  fum  of 
money,  to  defray  the  expence  of  expelling  that 
prince  from  his  dominions,  mould  he  refufe  to  re- 
fign  them  with  a  good  grace.  The  fubftance  of 
all  the  conferences  was  communicated  to  lord 
Townfhend  and  count  Zinzendorf,  the  Imperial 
plenipotentiary ;  but  the  conduct  of  the  deputies 
was  regulated  by  the  penfionary  Heinfius,  who  was 
firmly  attached  to  prince  Eugene  and  the  duke  of 
Marlborough,  more  averfe  than  ever  to  a  pacifica- 
tion. The  negotiation  lafted  from  the  nineteenth 
day  of  March  to  the  twenty-fifth  of  July,  during 
which  term  the  conferences  were  feveral  times  in- 
terrupted, and  a  great  many  difpatches  and  new 
proposals  arrived  from  Verfailles.  At  length,  the 
plenipotentiaries  returned  to  France,  after  having 
fent  a  letter  to  the  penfionary,  in  which  they  de- 
clared, that  the  propofals  made  by  the  deputies 
were  unjuft  and  impracticable  ;  and  complained  of 
the  unworthy  treatment  to  which  they  had  been 
expofed.  Lewis  refolved  to  hazard  another  cam- 
paign, not  without  hope,  that  there  might  be  fome 
lucky  incident  in  the  events  of  war,  and  that  the 
approaching  revolution  in  the  Englifh  miniftry,  of 
which  he  was  well  apprifed,  would  be  productive 
of  a  more  reafonable  pacification.  The  ftates- 
general  refolved,  That  the  enemy  had  departed 
from  the  foundation  on  which  the  negotiation  had 
begun,  and  ftudied  pretences  to  evade  the  execu- 
tion of  the  capital  points,  the  reftitution  of  Spain 
and  the  Indies :  and  in  fhort,  that  France  had  no 
other  view  than  to  fow  and  create  jealoufy  and  dit- 
union  among  the  allies.  Lord  Townfhend,  in  a 
memorial  afTured  them,  that  the  queen  intirely  ap- 
proved their  refolution,  and  all  the  Heps  they  had 
taken  in  the  courfe  of  the  negotiation  ;  and,  that 
fhe  was  firmly  refolved  to  profecute  the  war  with 

all 
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A.  c.  1710.  all  pojfible  vigour,  until  the  enemy  mould  accept 
fuch  terms  of  peace  as  might  fecure  the  tranquil- 
lity of  the  chriftian  world. 

The  conferences  did  not  retard  the  operations 
£e°g!dyand~  of  the  campaign.  Prince  Eugene  and  the  duke  of 
conf^S  Marlborough  fet  out  from  the  Hague  on  the  i5th 
^"weius s'  day  -of  March  for  Tournay,  in  order  to  afiemble 
the  forces  which  were  quartered  on  the  Maefe,  in 
Flanders,  and  Brabant.  On  the  twentieth  of  April 
they  fuddenly  advanced  to  Pont-a-Vendin,  in  order 
to  attack  the  lines  upon  which  the  French  had  been 
at  work  all  the  winter,  hoping  by  thefe  to  cover 
Doway  and  other  frontier  towns,  which  were 
threatened  by  the  confederates.  The  troops  left 
for  the  defence  of  the  lines  retired  without  oppofi- 
tion.  The  allies  having  laid  bridges  over  the 
Scarpe,  the  duke  of  Marlborough  with  his  divifion 
pafifed  that  river,  and  encamped  at  Vitri.  Prince 
Eugene  remained  on  the  other  fide  and  inverted 
Doway,  the  enemy  retiring  towards  Cambray. 
Marechal  Villars  ftill  commanded  the  French  army, 
which  was  extremely  numerous  and  well  appointed, 
confidering  the  diftrefs  of  that  kingdom.  Indeed, 
the  number  was  augmented  by  this  diftrefs ;  for 
many  thoufands  faved  themfelves  from  dying  of 
hunger  by  carrying  arms  in  the  fervice.  The 
marechal  having  affembled  all  his  forces,  pafleci 
the  Schelde,  and  encamped  at  Bouchain,  declaring, 
that  he  would  give  battle  to  the  confederates  :  an 
alteration  was  immediately  made  in  the  difpofition 
of  the  allies,  and  proper  precautions  taken  for  his 
reception.  He  advanced  in  order  of  battle  j  but 
having  viewed  the  fituation  of  the  confederates, 
he  marched  back  to  the  heights  of  St.  Laurence, 
where  he  fixed  his  camp.  His  aim  was  by  con- 
tinual alarms  to  interrupt  the  fiege  of  Doway, 
which  was  vigoroufly  defended  by  a  numerous  gar- 
rifon,  under  the  command  of  monfieur  Albergotti, 

who 
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who  made  a  number  of  fuccefsful  Tallies,  in  which  A- c-  »•'<>• 
the  befiegers  loft  a  great  number  of  men.  They 
were  likewife  repulfed  in  ieveral  afiaults ;  but  (till 
proceeded  with  unremitting  vigour,  until  the  be- 
fieged  being  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity,  were 
obliged  to  capitulate  on  the  twenty -fixth  of  June, 
fifty  days  after  the  trenches  had  been  opened.  The 
generals  finding  it  impracticable  to  attack  the  ene- 
my, who  were  pofted  within  ftrong  lines  from 
Arras  towards  Miramont,  refolved  to  befiege 
Bethune,  which  was  invefled  on  the  fifteenth  day 
of  July,  and  furrendered  on  the  twenty- ninth  of 
Auguit.  Villars  marched  out  of  his  intrench- 
ments  with  a  view  to  raife  the  fiege  •,  but  he  did 
not  think  proper  to  hazard  an  engagement :  fome 
warm  fkirmifhes,  however,  happened  between  the 
foragers  of  the  two  armies.  After  the  reduction 
of  Bethune,  the  allies  befieged  at  one  time  the 
towns  of  Aire  and  St.  Venant,  which  were  taken 
without  much  difficulty.  Then  the  armies  broke 
up  and  marched  into  winter- quarters. 

The  campaign  on  the  Rhine  was  productive  of  K;ngCharie8 
no  military  event :  nor  was   any  thing  of  confe-  °btain5  a 
quence  tranfacted   in  Piedmont.      The  duke  ofp^aT" 
Savoy  being  indifpofed  and  out  of  humour,  the  saragofa, 
command  of  the  forces  flill  continued  veiled  in          " 
count  Thaun,  who  endeavoured  to  pafs  the  Alps 
and  penetrate  into  Dauphine ;    but  the  duke  of 
Berwick  had  caft  up  intrenchments  in  the  moun- 
tains, and  taken  fuch  precautions  to  guard  them, 
as  baffled  all  the  attempts  of  the  Imperial  general. 
Spain  was  much  more  fruitful  of  military  incidents. 
The   horfe    and  dragoons  in   the   army  of  king 
Charles,    headed  by  general  Stanhope,    attacked 
the  whole   cavalry  of  the   enemy   at  Almennara. 
Stanhope   charged  in   perfon,  and  with  his  own 
hand  (lew  general  Amellaga,  who  commanded  the 
guards  of  Philip.     The  Spaniih  horfe  were  intirely 

.   routed, 
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A.C,  1710.  routed,  together  with  nine  battalions  that  efcaped 
by  favour  of  the  darknefs ;  and  the  main  body  of 
the  army  retired  with  precipitation  to  Lerida. 
General  Staremberg  purfued  them  to  Saragofla, 
where  he  found  them  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle; 
and  an  engagement  enfuing  on  the  ninth  day  of 
Auguft,  the  enemy  was  totally  defeated :  five 
thoufand  of  their  men  were  killed,  feven  thoufand 
taken,  together  with  all  their  artillery,  and  a  great 
number  of  colours  and  ftandards.  King  Charles 
entered  Saragofla  in  triumph,  while  Philip  with 
the  wreck  of  his  army  retreated  to  Madrid.  Having 
fent  his  queen  and  fon  to  Victoria,  he  retired  to 
Valladolid,  in  order  to  collect  his  fcattered  troops 
fo  as  to  form  another  army.  The  good  fortune  of 
Charles  was  of  fhort  duration.  Stanhope  propofed, 
that  he  mould  immediately  fecure  Pampeluna,  the 
only  pafs  by  which  the  French  king  could  fend 
troops  to  Spain.  But  this  falutary  fcheme  was  re- 
jected, and  King  Charles  proceeded  to  Madrid, 
which  was  deferted  by  all  the  grandees ;  and  he 
had  the  mortification  to  fee  that  the  Caililians  were 
vmiverfally  attached  to  his  competitor. 

Battle  of         While   his  forces  continued  cantoned    in   the 

rioii*"*1*  neighbourhood  of  Toledo,  the  king  of  France,  at 
the  requeft  of  Philip,  fent  the  duke  of  Vendome 
to  take  the  command  of  the  Spanim  army,  which 
was  at  the  fame  time  reinforced  by  detachments  of 
French  troops.  Vendome's  reputation  was  fo 
high,  and  his  perfon  fo  beloved  by  the  foldiery, 
that  his  prefence  was  almoft  equivalent  to  an  army. 
A  great  number  of  volunteers  immediately  aflem- 
bled  to  fignalize  themfelves  under  the  eye  of  this 
renowned  general.  The  Caftilians  were  infpired 
with  frefli  courage,  and  made  furprifing  efforts  in 
favour  of  their  fovereign  ;  fo  that  in  lefs  than  three 
months  after  his  defeat  at  Saragofla,  he  was  in  a 
condition  to  go  in  queft  of  his  rival.  Charles,  on 

the 


ANNE.  47 

the  other  hand,  was  totally  neglected  by  the  courts  A> c- »?"' 
of  Vienna  and  Great-Britain,  which  took  no  ftep^ 
to  fupply  his  wants,  or  enable  him  to  profecute  the 
advantages  he  had  gained.  In  the  beginning  of 
November  his  army  marched  back  to  Saragofla, 
and  was  cantoned  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ci- 
fuentes,  where  Staremberg  eitablifhed  his  head- 
quarters.  General  Stanhope  with  the  Britilh  forces 
was  quartered  in  the  little  town  of  Brihuega,  where, 
on  the  twenty-feventh  day  of  the  month,  he  found 
himfelf  fuddenly  furrounded  by  the  whole  Spanifh 
army.  As  the  place  was  not  tenable,  and  he  had 
very  little  ammunition,  he  was  obliged,  after  a 
Ihort,  but  vigorous  refiftance,  to  capitulate,  and 
furrender  himlelf  and  all  his  forces  prifoners  of 
war,  to  the  amount  of  two  thoufand  men,  inclu- 
ding three  lieutenant-generals,  one  major-general, 
one  brigadier,  with  all  the  colonels  and  officers  of 
the  refpective  regiments.  He  was  greatly  cenfured 
for  having  allowed  himfelf  to  be  furprifed  j  for,  if 
he  had  placed  a  guard  upon  the  neighbouring  hills, 
according  to  the  advice  of  general  Carpenter,  he 
might  have  received  notice  of  the  enemy's  ap- 
proach time  enough  to  retire  to  Cifuentes.  Thither 
he  detached  his  aid  du  camp  with  an  account  of  his 
fituation,  on  the  appearance  of  the  Spanifh  army  j 
and  Staremberg  immediately  aflembled  his  forces. 
About  eleven  in  the  forenoon  they  began  to  march 
towards  Brihuega ;  but  the  roads  were  fo  bad, 
that  night  overtook  them  before  they  reached  the 
heights  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  place.  Sta- 
remberg is  faid  to  have  loitered  away  his  time  un- 
neceflarily,  from  motives  of  envy  to  the  Englifh 
general,  who  had  furrendered  before  his  arrival. 
The  troops  lay  all  night  on  their  arms  near  Villa- 
viciofa,  and  on  the  twenty-ninth  were  attacked  by 
the  enemy,  who  doubled  their  number.  Starem- 
berg's  left  wing  was  utterly  defeated,  all  the  infan- 
try 
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A.C.  1710.  try  that  compofed  it,  having  been  either  cut  ill 
pieces  or  taken  j  but  the  viftors,  inftead  of  folfovv- 
ing  the  blow,  began  to  plunder  the  baggage  ;  and 
Staremberg  with  his  right  wing  fought  their  left 
With  furprifmg  valour  and  perfeverance  till  night. 
Then  they  retired  in  diforder,  leaving  him  mailer 
of  the  field  of  battle  and  of  all  their  artillery.  Six 
thoufand  of  the  enemy  were  killed  on  the  fpot :  but 
the  allies  had  fuffered  fo  feverely  that  the  general 
could  not  maintain  his  ground.  He  ordered  the 
cannon  to  be  nailed  up,  and  marched  to  Saragafla, 
from  whence  he  retired  to  Catalonia.  Thither  he 
was  purfued  by  the  duke  de  Vendome,  who  re- 
duced Balaguer,  in  which  he  had  left  a  garrifon, 
and  compelled  him  to  take  melter  under  the  walls 
of  Barcelona.  At  this  period  the  duke  de  Noiilles 
inverted  Girorme,  which  he  reduced,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  feverity  of  the  weather :  fo  that  Philip, 
from  a  Fugitive,  became  in  three  months  abfolute 
matter  of  the  whole  Spanifh.  monarchy,  ekcept 
the  province  of  Catalonia,  and  even  that  lay  open 
to  his  incuffions.  Nothing  of  confequence  was 
atchieved  on  the  fide  of  Portugal,  from  whence 
the  earl  of  Galway  returned  to  England  by  the 
queen's  permimon.  After  the  battle  of  Pultowa 
the  czar  of  Mufcovy  reduced  all  Livonia  ;  but  he 
and  king  Auguftus  agreed  to  a  neutrality  for 
Pomerania.  The  king  of  Sweden  continued  at 
Bender,  and  the  grand  fignior  interefted  himfelf  fa 
rnuch  in  behalf  of  that  prince,  as  to  declare  war 
againft  the  emperor  of  Ruflia.  Hoftilities  were 
carried  on  between  the  Swedifli  and  Danifh  fleets 
with  various  fuccefs.  The  malcontents  in  Hungary 
fuftained  repeated  lofles  during  the  fummer ;  but 
they  were  encouraged  to  maintain  the  war  by  the 
rupture  between  the  Ottoman  Porte  and  Ruflia. 
They  were  flattered  ^with  hopes  of  auxiliaries  from 
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the  Turks;  and  expected  engineers  and  moriey  A'c-I7ta> 
from  the  French  monarch. 

In  England  the  effects  of  thofe  intrigues  which  the  Whig 
had  been  formed  againft  the  Whig  minifiers  began  ™™ftry 
to  appear.  The  trial  of  Sacheverel  had  excited  a  " 
popular  fpirit  of  averfion  to  thofe  who  favoured 
the  di (Tenters.  From  all  parts  of  the  kingdom 
addrefles  were  prefented  to  the  queen,  cenfuring 
all  refiftance  as  a  rebellious  doctrine,  founded  upon 
antimonarchical  and  republican  principles.  At  the 
fame  -time  counter  addreiles  were  procured  by  the 
Whigs,  extolling  the  revolution,  and  magnifying 
the  conduct  of  the  prefent  parliament.  The  queen 
began  to  exprefs  her  attachment  to  the  Tories,  by 
mortifying  the  duke  of  Marlborough.  Upon  the 
death  of  the  earl  of  Effcx  me  wrote  to  the  general, 
defiring,  that  the  regiment  which  had  been  com- 
manded by  that  nobleman,  mould  be  given  to  Mr. 
Hill  brother  to  Mrs.  Malham,  who  had  fupplanted 
the  dutchefs  of  MarlboVough  in  the  queen's  friend- 
mip,  and  was  in  effect  the  fource  of  this  political 
revolution.  The  duke  reprefented  to  her  majefty 
in  perfon,  the  prejudice  that  would  redound  to  the 
Jervice  from  the  promotion  of  fuch  a  young  officer 
over  the  heads  of  a  great  many  brave  men,  who 
had  exhibited  repeated  proofs  of  valour  and  capa- 
city. He  expollulated  with  his  fovereign  on  this 
extraordinary  mark  of  pattial  regard  to  the  brother 
of  Mrs,  Mamam,  which  he  could  not  help  con- 
fidering  as  a  declaration  againft  himtelf  and  his 
family,  who  had  lo  much  caufe  to  complain  of  that 
lady's  malice  and  ingratitude.  To  this,  remon- 
ftrance  the  queen  made  no  other  reply,  but  that 
he  would  do  well  to  confult  his  friends.  The  earl 
of  Godolphin  enforced  his  friend's  arguments, 
though  without  effect ;  and  the  duke  retired  in 
difgufl  to  Windfor.  The  queen  appeared  at  coun- 
cil without  taking  the  leaft  notice  of  his  abfence, 
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A.  c.  1710.  wh}ch  did  not  fail  to  alarm  the  whole  Whig  faftionV 
Several  noblemen  ventured  to  fpeak  to  her  maiefty 
on  the  fubject,  and  explain  the  bad  confequences 
of  Jifobliging  a  man  who  had  done  fuch  eminent 
fervices  to  the  nation.     She  told  them,  his  fervices 
Were  ftill  frem  in  her  memory  •,  and,   that  me  re- 
tained all  her  former  kindnefs  for  his  perfon.  Hear- 
ing, however,  that   a  popular  clamour  was  railed, 
and  that  the  houfe  of  commons  intended  to  pafs 
fome  votes  that  would  be  difagreeable  to  her  and 
her  new  counfellors,  me  ordered  the  earl  of  Godol- 
phin  to  write  to  the  duke,  to  difpofe  of  the  regi- 
ment as  he  mould  think  proper,  and  return  to  town 
immediately.     Before  ke  received  this  intimation 
he  had  fent  a  letter  to  the  queen,  defiring  me  would 
permit  him  to  retire  from  bufmefs.     In   anfwer 
to  this  petition,  me   afiiired   him,  his   fufpicions 
were  groundlefs,  and  infifted  upon  his  coming  to 
council.     The  dutchefs  demanded  an  audience  of 
her  majefty,  on   pretence  of  vindicating  her  own 
character  from  fome  afperfions.      She  hoped   to 
work  upon  the  queen's  tendernefs,  and  retrieve  the 
influence  me   had  loft.      She  protefled,   argued, 
wept,    and  fupplicated:  but   the  queen  was  too: 
well  pleafed  with  her  own   deliverance  from  the 
tyranny  of  the  other's  friendmip,   to   incur  fuch 
flavery  for  the  future.     All  the  humiliation  of  the 
dutchefs  ferved  only  to  render  herfelf  the  more 
contemptible.     The  queen  heard  her  without  ex- 
hibiting the   lead  fign  of  emotion,  and  all  me 
would  vouchfafe,  was  a  repetition  of  thefe  words, 
"  You  defired   no   anfwer,   and  you   mail   have 
«c  none  :"  alluding  to  an  exprefllon  in  a  letter  me 
had  received  from  the  dutchefs.     As  an  additional 
mortification    to  the  miniftry,  the  office  of  lord- 
chamberlain  was  transferred  from  the  duke  of  Kent 
to  the  duke  of  Shrew/bury,  who  had  lately  voted 
with  the  Tories,  and  maintained  an  intimacy  of 
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torrefpcndence  with  Mr.  Harley.  The  intereft  of  A-C. 
the  duke  of  Maryborough  was  not  even  fiifficient 
to  prevent  the  difmifiion  cf  his  fon-in-law  the 
earl  of  Sunderland  from  the  poft  of  fecretary  of 
ftate,  in  which  he  was  fucceeded  by  the  lord  Dart- 
mouth. 

The  queen  was  generally  applauded  for  thus  af-  The 
ferting  her  juft  prerogative,  and  fetting  herfelf  free 
from  an  arbitrary  cabal,  by  which  fhe  had  been  fo 
long  kept  in  dependence.  The  duke  of  Beaufort 
went  to  court  on  this  occafion,  and  told  her  ma- 
jefty,  he  was  extremely  glad  that  he  could  now 
falute  her  queen  in  reality.  The  whole  Whig 
party  were  juftly  alarmed  at  thefe  alterations.  The 
directors  of  the  bank  reprefented  to  her  majefty 
the  prejudice  that  would  undoubtedly  accrue  to 
public  credit  from  a  change  of  the  miniftry.  The 
emperof  and  the  dates-general  iriterpofed  in  this 
domeftic  revolution.  Their  minifters  at  London 
preiented  memorials,  explaining  in  what  mannfr 
foreign  affairs  would  be  influenced  by  an  alteration 
in  the  Britifh  miniftry.  The  q'ueen  allured  them* 
that  whatever  changes  might  be  made,  the  duke  of 
Maryborough  mould  be  continued  in  his  employ- 
ments. In  the  month  of  Auguft  the  earl  of  Godol- 
phin  was  di veiled  of  his  office,  and  the  treafury 
put  in  commiflipn,  fubjected  to  the  direction  of 
Harley,  appointed  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
and  under- treafurer.  The  earl  of  Rochefter  was 
declared  prefident  of  the  council,  in  the  room  of 
lord  Somers :  the  ftaffof  lord-fleward  being  taken 
from  the  duke  of  Devonfhire,  was  given  to  the 
duke  of  Buckingham  ;  and  Mr.  Boyle  was  re- 
moved from  the  Secretary's  office,  to  make  way  for 
Mr.  Henry  St.  John.  The  lord-chancellor  having 
rrfigned  the  great  leal,  it  was  firft  put  in  commil- 
fion,  and  afterwards  given  to  Sir  Simon  Harcourt. 
The  earl  of  Wharcon'  furrendered  his  com  million 
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A.  c.  1710.  of  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  which  the  queen 
conferred  on  the  duke  of  Ormond.  The  earl  of 
Orford  withdrew  himfelf  from  the  board  of  admi- 
ralty ;  and  Mr.  George  Granville  was  appointed 
fecretary  of  war,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Robert  Wai- 
pole.  The  cornmand  of  the  forces  in  Portugal 
was  beftowed  upon  the  earl  of  Portmore:  the 
duke  of  Hamilton  was  appointed  lord  lieutenant  of 
the  county-palatine  of  Lancafter.  In  a  word,  there 
was  not  one  Whig  left  in  any  office  of  ftate,  except 
the  duke  of  Marlborough,  who  would  have  re-. 
, nou need  his  command,  had  not  he  been  earneftly 
difiuaded  by  his  particular  friends,  from  taking 
fuch  a  ftep  as  might  have  been  prejudicial  to  the 
intereft  of  the  nation.  That  the  triumph  of  the 
Tories  might  be  complete,  the  queen  diffolved  the 
Whig  parliament,  after  fuch  precautions  were  taken 
as  could  not  fail  to  influence  the  new  election,  in 
favour  of  the  other  party. 

M«dng  of  To  this  end  nothing  Ib  effectually  contributed  as 
£n«ntpar*  ^  t^ie  tr^  °^  Sacheverel,  who  was  ufed  as  an  in- 
ftrument  and  tool  to  wind  and  turn  the  paflions  of 
"f"  the  vulgar.  Having  been  prefented  to  a  benefice 
in  North-Wales,  he  went  in  procefiion  to  that 
country  with  all  the  pomp  and  magnificence  of  a 
fovereign  prince.  He  was  fumptuoufly  entertained 
by  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  and  different  noble- 
men, who,  while  they  worfhipped  him  as  the  idol 
of  their  faction,  could  not  help  difpifing  the  object 
of  their  adoration.  He  was  received  in  feveral 
towns  by  the  magiftrates  of  the  corporation  in  their 
formalities,  and  often  attended  by  a  body  of  a 
thoufand  horfe.  At  Bridgnorth  he  was  met  by 
Mr.  Crefwell,  at  the  head  of  four  thoufand  horfe, 
and  the  like  number  of  perfons  on  foot,  wearing 
white  knots  edged  with  gold,  and  three  leaves  of 
gilt  laurel  in  their  hats.  The  hedges  were  for  two 
miles  dreffed  with  garlands  of  flowers,  and  lined 
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vrith  people  ;  and  the  fteeples  covered  with  ftrea-  A-  c-  «7«. 
mers,  flags,  and  colours.  Nothing  was  heard  but 
the  cry  of  "  the  church  and  Dr.  Sacheverel."  The 
clergy  were  actuated  by  a  Ipirit  ot'  enthufiafm, 
which  feemed  to  fpread  like  a  contagion  through 
all  ranks  and  degrees  of  people,  and  had  fuch  ef- 
fect upon  the  elections  for  the  new  parliament,  that 
very  few  were  returned  as  members  but  fuch  as 
had  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  their  zeal  againft 
the  Whig  administration.  New  the  queen  had 
the  pkafure  to  fee  all  the  offices  of  ftate,  the  lieu- 
tenancy of  London,  the  management  of  corpora- 
tions, and  the  direction  of  both  houfcs  of  parlia- 
ment, in  the  hands  of  the  Tories.  When  thele 
met  on  the  twenty- fifth  day  of  November,  Mr. 
Bromley  was  chofen  fpeaker  without  oppofition. 
The  queen  in  her  fpeech  recommended  the  profc- 
cution  of  the  war  v,  ith  vigour,  efpecially  in  Spain. 
She  declared  herfelf  refolved  to  fupport  the  church 
of  England ;  to  preferve  the  Britifh  conftitution 
according  to  the  union  -,  to  maintain  the  indul- 
gence by  law  allowed  to  fcrupulous  confciences ; 
and  to  employ  none  but  fuch  as  were  heartily  at- 
tached to  the  proteftant  fuccefiion  in  the  houie  of 
Hanover.  The  lords,  in  their  addrefs,  promiied 
to  concur  in  all  realbnable  meafurcs  towards  pro- 
curing an  honourable  peace.  The  commons  were 
more  warm  and  hearty  in  their  affurances,  exhort- 
ing her  majefty  to  difcountenance  all  fuch  prin- 
ciples and  meafures  as  had  lately  threatened  her 
royal  crown  and  dignity  ;  meafures,  which  when- , 
ever  they  might  prevail,  would  prove  fatal  to  the 
whole  conftitution  both  in  church  and  ftate.  After 
this  declaration  they  proceed-d  to  confider  the 
eftimates,  and  chearfully  granted  the  fupplies  for 
the  eniuing  year,  part  of  which  was  railed  by  two 
4  lotteries.  In  the  houfe  of  peers  the  earl  of  Scar- 
borough moved,  that  tbe  thanks  of  the  houfe 
E  3  fhould 
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A.f.  '7^-fliould  be  returned  to  the  duke  of  MarlborongH; 
but  the  duke  of  Argyle  made  fome  objections  to 
the  motion,  and  th«?  general's  friends,  dreading 
the  cpnfequence  of  putting  the  queltion,  poftponed 
tHe  confideration  of  this  propoial  until  the  duke 
fliouiu  return  from  the  continent.  The  earl  of 
Peterborough  was  appointed  ambaffador  extraordi- 
nary to  the  Imperial  court:  the  earl  of  Rivers  was 
fent  in  the  fame  quality  to  Hanover;  and  Mr. 
Richard  Hill  nominated  envoy  extraordinary  to 
the  United  Provinces,  as  well  as  to  the  council  of 
ftate  appointed  for  the  government  of  the  Spanilh 
Netherlands,  in  the  room  of  lieutenant-general  Ca- 
dogan.  .Meredith,  Macartney,  and  Honeywood 
were  deprived  of  their  regiments,  becaufe  in  their 
cups  they  had  drank  confufion  to  the  enemies  of  the 
duke  of  Marlborough. 

The  <?uke  This  nobleman  arrived  in  England  towards  the 
wiISTiir  latter  end  of  December.  He  conferred  about  half 
f«M  and  an  nour  jn  private  with  the  queen,  and  next  morn- 
ing afilfted  at  a  committee  of  the  privy-council. 
Her  majeity  gave  him  to  underftand  that  he  needed 
not  expect  the  thanks  of  the  parliament  as  formerly ; 
and  told  him  (he  hoped  he  would  live  well  with  her 
minjflers.  He  exprefled  no  refentment  at  the  al- 
terations which  had  been  made ;  but  refoived  to 
acquiefce  in  the  queen's  pleafure,  and  retain  the 
com.mand  of  the  army  on  her  own  terms.  On  the 
fecohd  day  of  January,  the 'queen  fent  a  meftage 
to  both  honfes,  intimating,  that  there  had  been  an 
action  in  Spain  to  the  difadvantage  of  king  Charles: 
that  the  damage  having  fallen  particularly  on  the 
Englifh  forces,  fhe  had  given  directions  for  lending 
and  procuring  troops  to  repair  the  lofs,  and  hoped 
the  parliament  would  approve  her  conduct.  Both 
houi'es  feized  this  opportunity  of  venting  their 
fpiecn  againft  the  old  miniftry.  The  hiftory  of 
England  is  difgraced  by  the  violent  conduct  of  two 
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turbulent  factions,  that  in  their  turn  engrolTed  the  A-c-  '7»»- 
adminiftration  and  legiflative  power.  The  parlia- 
mentary ftiain  was  quite  altered.  One  can  hardly 
conceive  how  refolutions  fo  widely  different  could 
be  taken  on  the  fame  fubject,  with  any  fhadow  of 
reafon  and  decorum.  Marlborough,  who  but  a 
few  months  before  had  been  fo  highly  extolled  and 
care/Ted  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  was  / 

now  become  the  object  of  parliamentary  hatred 
and  cenfure,  though  no  fenfible  alteration  had  hap- 
pened in  his  conduct  or  fuccefs.  That  hero,  who 
had  retrieved  the  glory  of  the  Britifh  arms,  won  fo 
many  battles,  fubdued  fuch  a  number  of  towns 
and  diftricts,  humbled  the  pride,  and  checked  the 
ambition  of  France,  fecured  the  liberty  of  Europe, 
and,  as  ft  were,  chained  victory  to  his  chariot  wheels, 
was  in  a  few  weeks  dwindled  into  an  object  of  con- 
tempt and  derifion.  He  was  ridiculed  in  public 
libels,  and  reviled  in  private  converfation.  In- 
flances  were  every  where  repeated  of  his  fraud, 
avarice,  and  extortion  •,  his  infolence,  cruelty,  am- 
bition, and  mifconduct :  even  his  courage  was  call- 
ed in  queftion,  and  this  confummate  general  was 
reprefented  as  the  lowed  of  mankind.  So  unftable 
is  the  popularity  of  every  character  that  fluctuates 
between  two  oppofite  tides  of  faction  ! 

The  lords  in  their  anfwer  to  the  queen's  mef-  inquiry  into 
fage,    declared  that  as  the    misfortune  in  Spain  of'b°waf* 
might  have   been  occafioned  by  fome  preceding  in  sp»in. 
mifmanagement,  thev  would  ufe  their  utmoft  en- 
deavours to  difcover  it,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  like  • 
for  the  future.     They  fet  on  foot  an  inquiry  con- 
cerning the  affairs  of  Spain  j  and  the  earl  of  Peter- 
borough being  examined  before  the  committee, 
imputed  aU  the  mifcarriages  in  the  courle  of  that 
war  to  the  earl  of  Galway  and  general  Stanhope. 
Notwithstanding  the  defence  of  Galway,  which  was 
clear    and  convincing,  the  houfe  refblred,    Thar 
E  4                         the 
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1710.  the  earl  of  Peterborough  had  given  a  faithful  and 
Honourable  account  of  the  councils  of  war  in  Va- 
lencia: That  the  earrof  Galway,  the  lord  Tyraw- 
ley,  and  general  Stanhope,  in  advifmg  an  offenfive 
war,  had  been  the  unhappy  occafion  of  the  battle 
at  Almanza,  the  fource  of  our  misfortunes  in  Spain, 
and  one,  great  caufe  of  the  dilappointment  from 
the  expedition  to  Toulon,  concerted  with  her  ma- 
jefty.     They  voted,  That  the   profecution  of  an 
offenfive  war  in  Spain,  was  approved  and  directed 
by  the  miniilers,  who  were  therefore  juftly  blame- 
able,  as  having  contributed  to  all  our  misfortunes 
in  Spain,  and  to  the  difappointment  of  the  expedi- 
tion againft  Toulon :  That   the  earl  of  Peterbo- 
rough, during   his  command  in  Spain,  had  per- 
formed many  great  and  eminent  fervices  •,  and,  if 
his  opinion  had  been,  followed,  it  might  have  pre- 
vented the    misfortunes   that  eniued.     Then   the 
duke  of  Buckingham  moved,  That  the  thanks  of 
the  houfe  mould  be  given  to  the  earl  for  his  re- 
markable and  eminent  fervices  :  and  thefe  he  ac- 
tually received  from  the  mouth  of  the  lord-keeper 
Harcourt,  who  took  this  opportunity  to  drop  fome 
oblique  reflections  upon  the  mercenary  dilpofition 
of  the  duke  of  Marlborough.  The  houfe  proceed- 
ing in  the  inquiry,  pafled  another  vote,  importing, 
That  the  late  miniftry  had  been  negligent  in  ma- 
naging the  Spanifli  war,  to  the  great  prejudice  of 
the  nation.     Finding  that  the  Portuguefe  troops 
were  pojled  on  the  right  of  the  Englifh  at  the  battle 
of  Almanza,  they  relblved,  That  the  earl  of  Gal- 
way,  in  yielding  this  point,  had  acted  contrary  to 
the  honour  of  the  imperial  crown  of  Great-Britain. 
Thefe  refolutions  they  included  in  an  addrefs  to  the 
queen,  who  had  been  prefent  during  the  debates, 
which  were  extremely  violent  •,  and  to  every  fepa- 
rate  vote  was  attached  a  fevere  proteft.     Thefe 
not  the  proceedings  of  candour  and  national 

juftice. 


common. 


ANNE.  57 

jwfticc,  but  the  ebullitions  of  party  Zealand  ranco-  A.  c.  i7,0. 
rous  animofity. 

While  the  lords  were  employed  in  this  inquiry,  ?ev«rey°tei 

-i-tr  1-11,  in  the  houfe 

the  commons  examined  certain  abuies  which  had  of 
cept  into  the  management  of  the  navy  ;  and  fo 
cenfures  were  pafied  upon  certain  perfons  concern-  over  the 
ed  in  contracts  for  victualling  the  feamen.  The  in-  E.Pa 
habitants  of  St.  Olave's,  and  other  parifhes  pre- 
fented  a  petition,  complaining,  that  a  great  number 
of  Palatines  inhabiting  one  houfe  might  produce 
among  them  a  contagious  diftemper  ;  and  in  time 
become  a  charge  to  the  public,  as  they  were  de- 
ftitute  of  all  vifible  means  of  fubfiftence.  This 
petition  had  been  procured  by  the  Tories,  that  the 
houfe  of  commons  might  have  another  handle  for 
attacking  the  late  miniitry.  A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  upon  what  invitation  or  encou- 
ragement thoie  Palatines  had  come  to  England. 
The  papers  relating  to  this  affair  being  laid  before 
them  by  the  queen's  order,  and  perufed,  the  houfe 
refolved,  That  the  inviting  and  bringing  over  the 
poor  Palatines  of  all  religions,  at  the  public  ex- 
pence,  was  an  extravagant  and  unreafonable  charge 
to  the  kingdom,  and  a  fcandalous  mifapplication 
of  the  public  money,  tending  to  the  in.creafe  and 
opprefiion  of  the  poor,  and  of  dangerous  confe- 
quence  to  the  conftitution  in  church  and  flate  : 
and,  That  whoever  advifed  their  being  brought 
over,  was  an  enemy  to  the  queen  and  kingdom. 
Animated  by  the  heat  of  this  inquiry,  they  pa/Ted 
the  bill  to  repeal  the  act  for  a  general  naturaliza- 
tion of  all  proteilants  ;  but  this  was  rejected  in  th* 
houie  of  lords.  Another  bill  was  enacted  into  a 
law,  importing,  That  no  perfon  fhould  be  deemed 
qualified  for  reprefenting  a  county  in  parliament, 
unlefs  he  pofTeffed  an  eftate  of  fix  hundred  pounds 
a  year  ;  and  reftricting  the  qualification  of  burgefs 
to  half  that  fum.  The  defjgn  of  thjs  bill  was,  to 

exclude 
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A. c.i 7xc. exclude  trading  people  from  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, and  to  lodge  the  legiflative  power  with  the 
land- holders.  A  third  act  pafied,  permitting  the 
'  importation  of  French  wine  in  neutral  bottoms  : 
a  bill  againft  which  the  Whigs  loudly  exclaimed, 
as  a  national  evil,  and  a  fcandalous  compliment  to 
the  enemy. 

ie!u7th!        A  violent  party  in  the  houfe  of  commons  began 

council-      to  look  Upon  Harley  as  a  lukewarm  Tory,  becaufe 
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Cuifcard,    he  would  not  enter  precipitately  into  all  their  fac- 
anH  created  t\ous  rneaiiires :  they  even  began  to   fufpec"V.  his 
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ford.  principles,  when  his  credit  was  re-ettablimed  by  a 
very  fmgular  incident.  Guifcard  the  French  par- 
tifan,  of  whom  mention  hath  already  been  made, 
thought  himfelf  very  ill  rewarded  for  his  fervices 
with  a  precarious  penfion  of  fouj  hundred  pounds, 
which  he  enjoyed  from  the  queen*s  bounty.  He 
had  been  renounced  by  St.  John  the  former  com- 
panion of  his  pleafures  :  he  had  in  vain  endeavour- 
ed to  obtain  an  audience  of  the  queen,  with  a  view 
to  demand  more  confiderable  appointments.  Har- 
ley was  his  enemy,  and  all  accefs  to  her  majeily 
was  denied.  Enraged  at  thefe  difappointments,  he 
attempted  to  make  his  peace  with  the  court  of 
France,  and  offered  his  fervices,  in  a  letter  to  one 
Moreau  a  banker  in  Paris.  His  packet,  which  he 
endeavoured  to  tranfmit  by  the  way  of  Portugal, 
was  intercepted,  and  a  warrant  iffued  out  to  appre- 
hend him  for  high  treafon.  When  the  meffenger  dif- 
Ofmed  hirn  in  St.  James's  park,  he  exhibited  marks 
of  guilty  confufion  and  defpair,  and  begged  that 
he  would  kill  him  directly.  Being  conveyed  to  the 
Cockpit  in  a  fort  of  frenzy,  he  perceived  a  penknife 
lying  upon  a  table,  and  took  it  up  without  being 
perceived  by  his  attendants.  A  committee  of  coun- 
cil was  immediately  fummoned,  and  Guifcard 
brought  before  them  to  be  examined.  Finding 
that  his  correfpondence  with  Moreau  was  difcover- 
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cd,  he  defired  to  fpeak  in  private  with  fecretary  A-c 
St.  John,  whom,  in  all  probability  he  had  refolved 
to  aflaffinate.     His  requeft  being  refufed,  he  faid, 
"  That's  hard  !  not  one  word !"  St.  John  being 
out  of  his  reach,  he  ftepped  up  to  Mr.  Harley,  and 
exclaiming,  "  Have  at  thee,  then,"  {tabbed  him  in 
the  breaft  with  the  penknife  which   he  had   con- 
cealed.     The  inftrument  broke  upon   the   bone 
without  penetrating  into  the  cavity  :  neverthelefs 
he  repeated  the  blow  with  fuch  force,  that  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  fell  to  the  ground.  Se- 
cretary St.  John  feeing  him  fall,  cried  out,  "  The 
"  villain  has  killed  Mr.  Harley!"  and  drew  his 
fword.     Several   other  members  followed  hb  ex* 
ample,  and  wounded  Guifcard  in  feveral  places. 
Yet  he  made   a  defperate  defence,  until  he  was 
overpowered  by  the  mefiengers  and  fervants,  and 
conveyed  from  the  council  chamber,  which  he  had 
filled  with  terror,    tumult,   and  confufion.      His 
wounds,  though  dangerous,  were  not  mortal  •,  but 
he  died  of  a  gangrene  occafiorred  by  the  bruifes  he 
had  luftained.     This  attempt  upon  the  life  of  Har- 
ley, by  a  perfon  who  wanted  to  eftablifh  a  traitorous 
correfpondence  with  France,   extinguifhed  the  luf-  ^ 
picions  of  thofewho  began  to  doubt  that  minifler's 
integrity.     The   two  houfes  of  parliament,  in  an 
addrefs  to  the  queen,  declared  their  belief,  that 
Mr.  Harley's  fidelity  to  her  majefty,  and  zeal  for 
her  fervice,  had  drawn  upon  him  the  hatred  of  all 
the  abettors  of  popery  and  faction.  They  befought  sum 
her  majefty,  to  take  all  pofiible  care  of  her  facred  j^' 
perfon  ;  and  for  that  pnrpoie,  to  give  directions  for  i 
"caufing  papifts  to  be  removed  from  the  cities  of  JS 
J.xmdon   and  Weftminfter.     A  proclamation  was  D. 
publilhed,  ordering  the  laws  to  be  ftridly  put  in  Jj' 
execution  againft  papifts.    When  Harley  appeared  Cond 
in  the  houfe  of  commons  after  his  recovery,  he  was  *ej£ 
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A. c.  i:io.  congratulated  upon  it  by  the  fpeaker  in   a  florid 
Tindai.      and  fuliome  premeditated   fpeech.      An   act  was 
Lives  of  the  pafled,  decreeing,  That  an  attempt  upon  the  life 
Votaufe/'1  of  a  privy-counfellorfhould  be  felony  without  be- 
nefit of  the  clergy.     The  earl  of  Rochefter  dying, 
Harley  became  fole  minifter,   was  created  baron 
of  Wigmore,  and  raifed  to   the   rank  of  earl  by 
the  noble  and  antient  titles  of  Oxford  and  Morti- 
mer: to  crown  his  profperity,  he  was  appointed 
lord-treafurer,  and  veiled  with  the  fupreme  admi- 
niftration  of  affairs. 

A.  c;  1711.  'pne  commons  impowered  certain  perfons  to 
Death  of  examine  all  the  grants  made  by  king  William,  and 
rePort  tne  value  of  them,  as  well  as  the  confidera- 
tions  upon  which  they  were  made.  Upon  their  re- 
port a  bill  was  formed,  and  pafled  that  houfe ;  but 
the  lords  rejected  it  at  the  firft  reading.  Their 
next  ftep  was  to  examine  the  public 'accounts,  with 
a  view  to  fix  an  imputation  on  the  earl  of  Godol- 
phin.  They  voted,  That  above  five  and  thirty 
millions  of  the  money  granted  by  parliament  re- 
mained unaccounted  for.  This  fum,  however, 
included  fome  accounts  in  the  reigns  of  king 
Charles  and  king  William.  One  half  of  the  whole 
was  charged  to  Mr.  Bridges  the  paymafter,  who 
had  actually  accounted  for  all  the  money  he  had 
received,  except  about  three  millions,  though  thefe 
accounts  had  not  pafled  through  the  auditor's  of- 
fice. The  commons  afterwards  proceeded  to  in- 
quire into  the  debts  of  the  navy,  that  exceeded  five 
millions,  which  with  many  other  debts  were  thrown 
into  one  flock,  amounting  to  nine  millions  four 
hundred  and  feventy-one  thoufand,  three  hundred 
and  twenty-five  pounds.  A  fund  was  formed  for 
paying  an  intereil  or  annuity  of  fix  per  cent,  until 
the  principal  mould  be  difcharged  i  and  with  this 
was  granted  a  monopoly  of  a  projected  trade  to  the 
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South-Tea,  vefted  in  the  proprietors  of  navy- bills,  A.  c.  >7n. 
debentures,  and  other  public  iecurities,  which  were 
incorporated  for  this  purpofr.  Such  v/as  the  origin 
of  rhe  South- fea  company,  founded  upon  a  chime- 
rical luppofition,  that  the  Englilh  would  be  per- 
mitted to  trade  upon  the  coaft  of  Peru  in  the  Weft- 
Irudies.  Perhaps,  the  new  miniftry  hoped  to  ob- 
tain this  permi/Tion  as  an  equivalent  for  their  aban- 
doning the  intereft  of  king  Charles  with  refpect  to 
his  pretenfions  upon  Spain.  By  this  time  the  em- 
peror Jofeph  had  died  of  the  fmall-pox  without 
maleifiuei  fo  that  his  brother's  immediatee  aim 
was  to  fucceed  him  on  the  Imperial  throne.  This 
event  was  on  the  twentieth  day  of  April  communi- 
cated by  a  meflage  from  the  queen  to  both  houfes. 
She  told  them,  that  the  ftates-general  had  con- 
curred with  her  in  a  refolution  to  fupport  the  houfe 
of  Auftria ;  and,  that  they  had  already  taken  fuch 
meafures  as  would  fecure  the  election  of  Charles  as 
head  of  the  empire. 

The  hou,fe  of  commons,  in  order  to  demon-  Reprcfenta. 
ftrate  their  attachment  to  the  church,  in  confe-  tionbythe 
quence  of  an  addrefs  from  the  lower  houfe  of  con-  t 
vocation,  and  a  quickening  meflage  from  the 
queen,  pafled  a  bill  for  building  fifty  new  churches 
in  the  /luburbs  of  London  and  Weftminfter,  and 
appropriated  for  this  purpofe  the  duty  upon  coals, 
which  had  been  granted  for  the  building  of  St. 
Paul's,  now  finifhed.  This  impofition  was  con- 
..tinned  until  it  mould  raife  the  fum  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  pounds.  At  the  clofe  of  the 
ieffion  the  commons  prefented  a  remonftrance  or 
representation  to  the  queen,  in  which  they  told 
her,  that  they  had  not  only  raifed  the  necefTary 
fupplies,  but  alfo  difcharged  the  heavy  debts  of 
.which  the  nation  had  fo  long  and  juflly  complain- 
•ed.  Theyfaid,  that  in  tracing  the  caufes  of  this 
debt,  they  had  difcovered  fraud,  embezzlement 
and  mifapplication  of  the  public  money.  That 
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A.C.  1711.  they  who  of  late  years  had  the  rnanagement  of 
the  treafury,  were  guilty  of  notorious  breach  of 
trufl  and  injustice  to  the  nation,  in  allowing  above 
thirty  millions  to  remain  unaccounted  for  •,  a  pur- 
poled  omiffion  that  looked  like  a  defign  to  con- 
ceal embezzlements.  They  begged  her  majefty 
would  give  immediate  directions  for  compelling 
rhe  feveral  impreft  accountants  fpeedily  to  pafs  their 
accounts.  They  exprefied  their  hope,  that  fuch 
of  the  accountants  as  had  neglected  their  duty  in 
profecuting  their  accounts,  ought  no  longer  to  be 
intruded  with  the  public  money.  They  affirmed, 
that  from  all'thd's  evil  practices  and  worfe  ddigns 
erf"  fome  perfons,  who  had  by  falfe  profeffions  of 
Ibve  to  their  country,  infinuated  themfelves  into 
Her  royal  favour,  irreparable  mifchief  would  have 
accrued  to  the  public,  had  not  her  majeity,  in  her 
great  wifdom,  feaibnably  difcovered  the  fatal  ten- 
dency of  fuch  meafures,  and  removed  from  the 
adminiftration  thole  who  had  fo  ill  anfwered  her 
majeftj^s  favourable  opinion,  and  in  fo  many  in- 
ifences  grofly  abuied  the  truft  repoled  in  them. 
They  crbfer vrd,  that  her  people  could  with  greater 
patience  have  luffered  the  manifold  injuries  done  to 
themfelves,  by  the  frauds  and  depredations  of  fuch 
•evil  mimftcrs,  had  not  the  fame  men  proceeded  to 
treat  her  facred  perfon  with  uncrutifulnefs  and  difre- 
gard.  This  reprefentation  being  circulated  through 
the'  kingdom,  produced  the  defined  effect  of  in- 
flaming the  minds  of  the  people  againft  the  late 
miniftfy.  Such  expedients  were  become  neceffary 
fix  the  execution  of  Oxford's  project,  which  was  to 
'putrafpeedy  end  to  a  war  that  .had  already  fubject- 
ed'  thr  people  to  grievous  opprefllon1,  and  even  ac- 
cumulated heavy  burdens  to  be  transmitted  to  their 
pofterity.  The  nation  was  infpired  by  extravagant 
ideas  of  glory  and  cOnqxieft',  even  to  a  rage  of  war- 
making  j  fo  that  the  new  minittefs,  in  order  to  dif- 
pel  thofe  dangerous  chim&ras3  were  obliged  to  take 

meafures 


ANNE,  63 

meafures  for  exciting  their  indignation  and  con-  A.  0.171-., 
tempt  againft  thofe  perfons  whom  they  had  for- 
merly idolized  as  their  heroes  and  patriots.  On  the 
twelfth  of  June  the  queen  having  given  the  royal, 
affent  to  feveral  public  and  private  bills,  made  an 
affectionate  fpeech  to  both  houfes.  She  thanked  the 
commons  in  the  warmeft  exprefllons  for  having 
complied  with  all  her  defires ;  for  having  baffled 
the  expectations  of  her  enemies  in  finding  fupplies 
for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year*  in  having 
granted  greater  fums  than  were  ever  given  to  any 
prince  in  one  fefiion ;  and  in  having  fettled  funds 
for  the  payment  of  the  public  debts :  fo  that  the 
credit  of  the  nation  was  reftored.  She  expreffed 
her  earneft  concern  for  the  fucceflion  of  the  houfe 
of  Hanover ;  and  her  fixed  rcfolution  to  fupport 
and  encourage  the  church  of  England  as  by  law 
tftablifhed.  Then  the  parliament  was  prorogued. 

Of  the  convocation,  which  was  affembjed  with 
the  new  parliament,  the  lower  houfe  choie  Dr. -v 
Atterbury  their  prolocutor.  He  was  an  enterpri- 
fing  ecclefiaftic  of  extenfive  learning,  acute  talents, 
violently  attached  to  Tory  principles,  and  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  prime  minifter  Oxford ; 
fo  that  he  directed  all  the  proceedings  in  the  lower 
houfe  of  convocation  in  concert  with  that  minifter. 
Tke  queen,  in  a  letter  to  the  archbifhop,  fignified 
her  hope,  that  the  confutations  of  the  clergy  might 
be  of  ufe  to  reprefs  the  attempts  of  loofe  and  pro- 
fane perfons.  She  fent  a  licence  under  the  broad 
feal,  imppwering  them  to  fit  and  do  bufmefs,  in 
as  ample  a  manner  as  ever  had  been  granted  fince 
the  reformation.  They  were  ordered  to  lay  before 
the  queen  an  account  of  the  exceffive  growth  of  in- 
fidelity and  herefy,  as  well  as  of  other  abufes,  that 
neceflilry  meafures  might  be  taken  for  a  reforma- 
tion. The  bilhops  were  purpofely  flighted  and 
overlooked,  becaufe  they  had  lived  in  harmony 
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A.  c.  1711.  with  the  late  minifters.  A  committee  being  ap' 
pointed  to  draw  up  a  reprdentation  of  the  prelent- 
ftate  of  the  church  and  religion,  Atterbury  under- 
took the  tafk,  and  compofed  a  remonftranee  that 
contained  the  mod  keen  and  fevere  ftrictures  upon 
the  adminiftration,  as  it  had  been  exercikd  fince 
the  time  of  the  revolution.  Another  was  penned 
by  the  bifhops  in  more  moderate  terms  ^  and  feve- 
ral  regulations  were  made,  but  in  none  of  thefe  did 
the  two  houfes  agree.  They  concurred,  however, 
in  cenfuring  ibme  tenets  favouring  Arianifm, 
broached  and  fupported  by  Mr.  Whifton,  mathe- 
matical profeflbr  in  Cambridge.  He  had  been  ex- 
pelled the  univerfity,  and  wrote  a  vindication  of 
himfelf,  dedicated  to  the  convocation.  The  arch- 
biihop  doubted  whether  this  afiembly  could  pro- 
ceed againft  a  man  for  herefy  :  the  judges  were 
confulted,  and  the  majority  of  them  gave  in  their 
opinion,  that  the  convocation  had  a  jurifdiction. 
Four,  of  them  profefled  the  contrary  fentiment, 
which  they  maintained  from  the  ftatutes  made  at 
the  reformation.  The  queen,  in  a  letter  to  the 
bifhops,  faid,  that  as  there  was  now  no  doubt  of  their 
jurifdi&ion,  me  expected  they  would  proceed  in 
the  matter  before  them.  Frefli  fcruples  arifing, 
they  determined  to  examine  the  book,  without  pro- 
ceeding againft  the  author,  and  this  was  cenfured 
accordingly.  An  extract  of  the  fentencs  was  fent 
to  the  queen  -,  but  me  did  not  fignify  her  pleafure 
on  this  lubjedl,  and  the  affair  remained  in  fufpence. 
Whifton  publifhed  a  work  in  four  volumes,  juftify- 
ing  his  doc~brine,  and  maintaining,  that  the  apofto- 
lical  conftitutions  were  not  only  canonical,  but  alfo 
preferable  in  point  of  authority  to  the  epiflles  and 
the  gofpel. 

The  new  miniftry  had  not  yet .  determined  to 
fuperfede  the  duke  of  Marlborough  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  army.  This  was  a  ftep  which  could 

not 


ANN       E.  65 

not  be  taken  without  giving  umbrage  to  the  Dutch  A  c-  «?n- 
and  other  allies.     He  therefore  fet  out  for  Holland  Th-duk-s 
in  the  month  of  February,    after  the  'queen   hadr°^acr^. 
allured  him,  that  he  might  depend  upon  the  puric-  nues  ro 
tual  payment  of  the  forces.     I  laving  conferred  ^JSf*} 
with  the  deputies  of  the  ftates  about  the  operations  «my. 
of  the   campaign,   he  about  the  middle  of  April 
affembkd  the  army  at  Orchies,  between  Lifle  and 
Douay ;  while  marechal  de  Villars  drew  together 
the  French  troops   in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cam- 
bray  and  Arras.     Lewis^had  by  this  time  depopu- 
lated as  well  as  impoverifhed  his  kingdom  ;  yet 
his  fubjects  ftill   flocked  to  his  ftandard  with  fur- 
prifing  fpirit  and  attachment.     Under  the  preflure 
of  extreme  mifery  they  uttered  not  one  complaint 
of  their  fovereign -,  but  imputed  all  their  calamities 
to  the  pride  and  obftinacy  of  the  allies.     Exclufive 
of  all  the  other  impofitions  that  were  layed  upon 
that  people,  they  confented  to  pay  the  tenth  penny 
of  their  whole  fubftance  :  but  all  their  efforts  of 
loyalty  and  affection   to  their  prince  would  have 
been   ineffectual,  had  not  the   merchants   of  the 
kingdom,  by  the  permiffion  of  Philip,  undertaken 
repeated  voyages  to  the  South-fea,   from  whence 
they  brought  home  immenfe  treafures:  while  the 
allies  took  no  fteps  for  intercepting  thefe  fupplies, 
though  nothing  could  have  been  more  eaiy  for 
the  Englifh  than  to  deprive  the  enemy  of  this  great 
refource,  and  convert  it  to  their  own  advantage. 
Had  a  fquadron  of  mips  been  annually  employed 
for  this  purpofe,  the  lubjects  of  France  and  Spain 
muft  have  been  literally  ftarved,  and  Lewis  obliged 
to  fubmit  to  fuch  terms  as  the  confederates  might 
have  thought  proper  to  impofe.     Viilars  had  found 
means  to  aflemble    a  very  numerous  army,  with 
which  he  encamped  behind  the  river   Sanfet,   in 
fuch  an  advantageous  poft  as  could  not  be  attack- 
ed with  any  proipect  of  fuccefs.     Mean  while  the 
N°.  <j2.  F  duke 
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A.C,  iju.  duke  of  Marlborough  pafled  the  Scarpe,  and  form- 
ed his  camp  between  Douayand  Bouckain,  where 
he   was  joined  by  prince  Eugene   on  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  May.     This  general,  however,  did 
not  Icng  remain  in  the  Netherlands.    Underftand- 
ing  that  detachments  had  been  made  from  the  army 
of  Villars  to  the  Rhine,  and  that  the  elector  of  Ba- 
varia intended  to  aft  in  the  empire,  he,  by  order 
from  the  court  of  Vienna,  marched  towards  the 
Upper  Rhine  with  the  Imperial  and  Palatine  troops 
to  iecure  Germany.     The  duke  of  Marlborough 
repaying  the  Scarpe,  encamped   in  the  plains  of 
Lens,  from  whence  he  advanced  towards  Aire,  as 
if  he  had  intended  to   attack  the  French  lines  in 
that  quarter.     Thefe  lines  beginning  at  Bouchain 
on  the  Schelde,  were  continued  along  the  Sanfet 
and  the  Scarpe  to  Arras,  and  thence  along  the  Up- 
per Scarpe  to  Canche.     They  were  defended  by 
redoubts  and  other  works,  in  luch  a  manner,   that 
Villars  judged  they  were  impenetrable,  and  called 
them  the  Ne  plus  ultra  of  Marlborough. 
He  furprifes      This  nobleman  advancing  within  two  leagues  of 
tfce  French  the  French  lines,  ordered  a  g.  eat  number  of  faf- 
!">CI>        cines  to  be  made,  declaring  he  would  attack  them 
the   next  morning  -,  fo  that  Villars  drew  all  his 
forces  on  that  fide,  in  full  expectation  of  an  engage- 
ment.    The  duke,  on  the  fuppofition  that  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  Sanfet  by  Arleux  would  be  left  un- 
guarded, had  ordered   the  generals  Cadogan  and 
Hompefch  to  aiTemble  twenty  battalions  and  fe- 
venteen  fquadrons,  from  Douay  and  the  neighbour- 
ing garrifons,  and  march  to  Arleux,   where  they 
mould  endeavour  to  pafs  the  Sanf«t.     Brigadier 
Sutton  was  detatched  with  the  artillery  and  pon- 
toons to  lay  bridges  over  the  canal  near  Goul'ezen, 
and  over  the  Scarpe  at  Vitry,  while  the  duke  with 
the  whole  confederate  army  began   his  march  for 
the  fame  place  about  nine  in  the  evening.     He 
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proceeded  with  fuch  expedition,  that  by  five  in  the  A'  c,  '7n- 
morning  he  pafifed  the  river  Vitry.  There  he  re- 
ceived intelligence,  that  Hompelch  had  taken  pof- 
feffion  of  the  pafies  on  the  Saniet  and  Schelde  with- 
out oppofition,  the  enemy  having  withdrawn 
their  detachments  from  that  fide*  juft  as  he  had 
imagined.  He  himielf  with  his  vanguard  of  fifty 
fquadrons,  haftened  his  march  towards  Arleux, 
and  before  eight  of  the  clock  arrived  at  Baca  Ba- 
chuel,  where  in  two  hours  he  was  joined  by  the 
heads  of  the  columns  into  which  he  had  divided 
his  infantry.  Villars  being  certified  of  his  int^n- 
tion,  about  two  in  the  morning  decamped  with  his 
whole  army,  and  putting  himielf  at  the  head  of  the 
king's  houftiold-troops,  marched  all  night  with  fuch 
expedition,  that  about  eleven  in  the  forenoon  he 
was  in  fight  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  who  had 
by  this  time  joined  count  Hompefch.  The  French 
general  immediately  retreated  to  the  main  body  of 
his  army,  which  had  advanced  to  the  high-road  be- 
tween Arras  and  Cambray,  while  the  allies  encamp- 
ed upon  the  Schelde  between  Oify  and  Kib  un,  after 
a  march  of  ten  leagues  without  halting,  fcarce  to  be 
paralleled  in  hiftory.  By  this  plan,  ib  happily  exe- 
cuted, the  duke  of  Marlborough  fairly  outwitted 
Villars,  and,  without  the  lofs  or  one  man,  entered 
the  lines  which  he  had  pronounced  impenetrable. 
This  ftroke  of  the  Englifh  general  was  extolled  as 
a  mafter-piece  of  military  (kill,  while  Villars  was 
expofed  to  the  ridicule  even  of  his  own  officers. 
The  field-deputies  of  the  ftates-general  propoied 
that  he  fhould  give  battle  to  the  enemy,  \vho  pafled 
the  Schelde  at  Crevecceur,  in  order  to  cover  Bou- 
chain  :  but  the  duke  would  not  hazard  an  engage- 
ment, confidering  how  much  the  army  was  fa- 
tigued by  the  long  march  ;  and  that  any  misfor- 
tune, while  they  continued  within  the  French  lines, 
F  2  might 
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A'.C.  1711.  might  be  fatal.    His  intention  was  to  befiegeJBou- 
chain,  an  enterprize  that  was  deemed  impraftica- 
,/  ble,  inafmuch   as  the  place  was  fituated  in  a  mo- 

rals, ftrongly  fortified,  and  defended  by  a  numer- 
ous garrifon,   in  the  neighbourhood  of  an  army  fu- 
ptrior  in  number  to  that  of  the  allies.     Notwith- 
itanding  thefe  difadvantages,  and  the  difTuafions  of 
his  own  friends,  he  reiblved  to  undertake  the  fiege : 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  diipatched  brigadier  Sutton 
to  England,  with  an  account  of  his  having  patted 
the  French  lines  -,  which  was  not  at  all  agreeable 
to  his  enemies.     They   had   prognofticated  that 
nothing  would  be  done  during  this  campaign,  and 
began  to  infmuate  that  the  duke  could  ftrike  no 
ftrokeof  importance  without  the  afliitance  of  prince 
Eugene.     They  now  endeavoured  to   leffen   the 
glory   of  his   luccefs ;  and   even  taxed  him  with 
having  removed  his  camp  from  a  convenient  fitua- 
tion  to  a  place  where  the  troops  were  in  danger  of 
ftarving.     Nothing  could  be  more  provoking  than 
this  fcandalous  malevolence,   to  a  great  man  who 
had  done   fo  much  honour  to  his  country,   and 
was  then  actually  expofmg  his  life  in  her  fervice. 
Recces          On  the  ten tli  day  of  Auguft  Bouchain  was  inveft- 
Bouch-in.    ed,  and  the  duke  of  Marlborough  exerted  himfelf 
to  the  utmoft  extent  of  his  vigilance  and  capacity, 
well  knowing  the  difficulties  of  the  undertaking, 
and  how  much  his  reputation  would  depend  upon 
his  fuqrefs.     Vijlars  had   taken  every  precaution 
that  his  {kill  and  experience  could  liiggeft,  to  baffle 
the  endeavours  of  the  Er.glifh  general.     He  had 
reinforced  the  garrifon  to  the  number  of  fix  thou- 
fand  chofen  men,  commanded  by  officers  of  known 
courage  and  ability.    He  made  fome  efforts  to  raife 
the  fit ge  j  but  they  were  rendered  ineffectual  by 
the  consummate  prudence  and  activity  of  the  duke 
of  Marlborough.     Then  he  layed  a  fcheme  for 
.iiing  Douay,  which  likewife  mifcarried.     If 

we 
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we  confider  that  the  Englifa  general,  in  the  execu-  A-c-  »:*•• 
tion  of  his  plan,  was  obliged  to  form  lines,  creel: 
regular  forts,  raife  batteries,  throw  bridges  over  a 
river,  make  a  caufeway  through  a  deep  morafs, 
provide  for  the  fecuriry  of  convoys  againft  a  nu- 
merous army  oh  one  fide,  and  the  garriibn  of  Con - 
de  and  Valenciennes  on  the  other  -.  we  mint  allow 
this  was  the  boldeft  enterprize  of  the  whole  war  ; 
that  it  required  all  the  fortitude,  fkill,  and  refolu- 
tion  of  a  great  general,  and  all  the  valour  and  in- 
trepidity of  ths  confederate  troops,  who  had  fcarce 
ever  exhibited  fuch  amazing  proofs  of  courage  up- 
on any^  other  occafion,  as  they  now  difplayed  at  the 
fiegeof  Bouchain.  In  twenty  days  after  the  trenches 
were  opened,  the  garriibn  was  obliged  to  furren- 
der  themfelves  prilbners  of  war ;  and  this  conqueft 
was  the  laft  milirary  exploit  performed  by  the  duke 
of  Marlborough :  for  the  breaches  of  Bouchain 
were  no  Iboner  repaired,  than  the  oppofite  armies 
began  to  feparate,  and  the  allied  forces  were  quar- 
tered in  the  frontier  towns,  that  they  might  be  at 
hand  to  take  the  field  early  in  the  fpring.  They 
were  now  in  pofTefllon  of  the  Maefe,  almoft  as  far 
as  the  Sambre  •,  of  the  Schelde  from  Tournay,  and 
of  the  Lys  as  far  as  it  is  navigable.  They  had  re- 
duced Spanifli  Guelderland,  Limeburg,  Brabant, 
Flanders,  and  the  greater  part  of  Hainault :  they 
were  matters  of  the  Scarpe  •,  and  by  the  conqueit 
of  Bouchain,  they  had  opened  to  themfelves  a  way 
into  the  very  bowels  of  France.  All  thefe  acqui- 
fitions  were  owing  to  the  valour  and  conduct  of  the 
duke  of  Marlborough,  who  now  returned  to  the 
Hague,  and  arrived  in  England  about  the  middle 
of  November. 

The  queen  had  conferred  the  command  of  her  The  dak. 
forces  in  Spain  upon  the  duke  of  Argyle,  who  was. or '  Ar^je 
recalled  from  the  iVrvice  in  Flanders  for  that  pur-  J™ 
pofe.     He  had  long  been  at  variance  with  the  duke  t.o-rsm 
F  3  or 
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A  c.  i7u.of  Marlborongh  ;  a  circumftance  which  recotn- 
K.  chari«  mended  him  the  more  ftrongly  to  the  miniftry. 
peerore.dcm"  He  landed  at  Barcelona  on  the  twenty-ninth  of 
May,  and  found  the  Britim  troops  in  the  utmoit 
diftrefs  for  want  of  fwbfiftance.  The  treafurer  had 
promifed  to  iupply  him  liberally  j  the  commons 
had  granted  one  million,  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  for  that  fervice.  All  their  hopes  of  fuccefs 
were  fixed  on  the  campaign  in  that  kingdom  •,  and 
indeed  the  army  commanded  by  the  duke  of  Ven- 
dome  was  in  fuch  a  wretched  condition,  that  if 
Staremberg  had  been  properly  fupported  by  the 
allies,  he  might  have  obtained  fignal  advantages. 
The  duke  of  Argyle  having  waited  in  vain  for  the 
promifed  remittances,  was  obliged  to  borrow  mo- 
ney on  his  own  credit,  before  the  Britifh  troops 
could  take  the  field.  At  length  Staremberg  ad- 
vanced towards  the  enemy,  who  attacked  him  at 
the  pafs  of  Prato  del  Rey,  where  they  were  re- 
pulfed  with  confiderable  damage.  After  this  action 
the  duke  of  Argyle  was  feized  with  a  violent  fever, 
and  conveyed  back  to  Barcelona.  Vendome  in- 
vefted  the  caftle  of  Cardona,  which  was  vigoroufly 
defended  till  the  end  of  December,  when  a  detach- 
ment being  lent  to  the  relief  of  the  place,  defeated 
the  befiegers,  killed  two  thoufand  on  the  fpot,  and 
took  all  their  artillery,  ammunition,  and  baggage. 
Staremberg  was  unable  to  follow  the  blow :  the 
duke  of  Argyle  wrote  prefiing  letters  to  the  mini- 
flry, and  loudly  complained  that  he  was  altogether 
unfupported  ;  but  all  his  remonftrances  were  in- 
erFefbual :  no  remittances  arrived  ;  and  he  returned 
to  England  without  having  been  able  to  attempt 
any  thing  of  importance.  In  September,  king 
Charles  leaving  his  queen  at  Barcelona,  fet  fail 
for  Italy,  and  at  Milan  had  an  interview  with  the 
duke  of  Savoy,  where  all  difputes  were  compro- 
mifed.  That  prince  had  forced  his  way  into  Sa- 
voy, 
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voy,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  the  Rhine  :  but  heA-c- 
fuddenly  halted  in  the  middle  of  his  career,  and 
after  a  fhort  campaign  repafled  the  mountains. 
Prince  Eugene,  at  the  head  of  the  German  forces, 
protected  the  electors  at  Franckfort  from  the  de- 
figns  of  the  enemy,  and  Charles  was  unanimoufly 
chofen  emperor  j  the  electors  of  Cologne  and  Ba- 
varia having  been  excluded  from  voting,  becaufe 
they  lay  under  the  ban  of  the  empire.  The  war 
between  the  Ottoman  Porte  and  the  Mufcovites 
was  of  fhort  duration.  The  czar  advanced  fo  far 
into  Moldavia,  that  he  was  cut  off  from  all  fupplies, 
and  altogether  in  the  power  of  his  enemy.  In  this 
emergency,  he  found  means  to  corrupt  the  grand 
vizir  in  private,  while  in  public  he  propofed  arti- 
cles of  peace  that  were  accepted.  The  king  of 
Sweden,  who  was  in  the  Turkifh  army,  charged 
the  vizir  with  treachery,  and  that  minifter  was  ac- 
tually difgraced.  The  grand  fignor  threatened  to 
renew  the  war  ;  but  he  was  appeafed  by  the  czar's 
furrendering  Afoph. 

The  Englifh  miniftry  had  conceived  great  ex-  Expedition 
peculations  from  an  expedition  againft  Quebec  and  l° 
Placentia,  in  North- America,  planned  by  colonel 
Nicholfon,  who  had  taken  pofTeflion  of  Nova  Sco- 
tia, and  garrifoned  Port-royal,  to  which  he  gave 
the  name  of  Annapolis.  He  had  brought  four  In- 
dian chiefs  to  England,  and  reprefented  the  ad- 
vantages that  would  redound  to  the  nation,  in  point 
of  commerce,  mould  the  French  be  expelled  from 
North-America.  The  minifters  relifhed  the  pro- 
pofal.  A  body  of  five  thcufand  men  were  em- 
barked in  tranfports,  under  the  command  of  bri- 
gadier Hill,  brother  to  Mrs.  Mafham  ;  and  they  ^ 
failed  from  Plymouth  in  the  beginning  of  May, 
with  a  ftrong  fquadron  of  fhips  commanded  by  Sir 
Hovenden  Walker.  At  Bofton  in  New  England, 
they  were  joined  by  two  regiments  of  provincials ; 
F  4  and 
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A.  c.  171'-  and  about  four  thoufand  men,  confiding  of  Ame- 
rican planters,  Palatines,  and  Indians,  rendez- 
voufed  at  Albany,  in  order  to  march  by  land  into 
Canada,  while  the  fleet  failed  up  the  river  of  that 
name.  On  the  twenty-firft  day  of  Auguft,  they 
were  expofed  to  a  violent  ftorm,  and  driven  among 
rocks,  where  eight  tranfports  perifhed  with  about 
eight  hundred  men.  The  admiral  immediately 
failed  back  to  Spanim- River  bay,  where  it  was  de- 
termined in  a  council  of  war,  that  as  the  fleet  and 
forces  were  victualled  for  ten  weeks  only,  and  they 
could  not  depend  upon  a  fupply  of  provifions  from 
New  England,  they  mould  return  home,  without 
making  any  further  attempt.  Such  was  the  iflue 
of  this  paultry  expedition,  intrufted  to  the  direc- 
>  tion  of  an  officer  without  talents  and  experience, 
infnjenre  In  the  Irifii  parliament  held  during  the  fummer, 
vt*\n ac°* ^e  ^u^e  °f  Orm°nd  and  the  majority  of  the  peers 
Scotland,  fupported  the  Tory  intereft,  while  the  commons 
expreflfed  the  warmeft  attachment  to  revolution- 
principles.  The  two  houfes  made  ftrenuous  re- 
prefentations,  and  patted  fevere  relblutions  againft 
each  other.  After  the  feflion,  Sir  Conftantine 
Phipps  the  chancellor,  and  general  Ingoldiby,  were 
appointed  juftices  in  the  abfence  of  the  duke  of 
Ormond,  who  returned  to  England  in  the  month 
of  November.  In  Scotland  the  Jacobites  made  no 
fcruple  of  profefling  their  principles  and  attach- 
ments to  the  pretender.  The  dutchefs  of  Gordon 
pref  ented  the  faculty  of  advocates  with  a  filver  me- 
dal repreferiting  the  chevalier  de  St.  George  ;  and 
on  the  reverfe  the  Britifh  iflands,  with  the  motto 
"  Reddite."  After  fome  debate,  it  was  voted,  by 
a  majority  of  fixty- three  voices  againft  twelve,  that 
the  dufchels  mould  be  thanked  for  this  token  of  her 
regard.  This  talk  was  performed  by  Dundafs  of 
Arniftoun,  who  thanked  her  grace  for  having  pre- 
icnted  them  with  a  medal  of  their  fovereign  lord 
8  the 
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the  king;  hoping,  and  being  confident,  that  her  A.c.i7i; 
grace  would  very  foon  have  an  opportunity  to 
compliment  the  faculty  with  a  ft-cond  medal,  ftruck 
upon  the  reftoration  of  the  king  and  royal  family, 
and  the  rmifhing  rebellion,  ufurping  tyranny,  and 
whiggery.  An  account  of  this  tranfaftion  being 
laid  before  the  queen,  the  lord-advocate  was  order- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  particulars.  Then  the  faculty 
were  fo  intimidated,  that  they  difowned  Dundafs, 
and  Home  his  accomplice.  They  pretended  that 
the  affair  of  the  medal  had  been  tranfacted  by  a 
party  at  an  occafional  meeting,  and  not  by  general 
confent-,  and,  by  afolemn  adt,  they  declared  their 
attachment  to  the  queen  and  the  proteftant  fuc- 
ceflion.  The  court  was  fatisfied  with  this  atone- 
ment •,  but  the  refident  from  Hanover  having  pre- 
fented  a  memorial  to  the  queen,  defiring  that 
Dundafs  and  his  affbciates  might  be  profecuted, 
the  government  removed  Sir  David  Dalrymple 
from  his  office  of  lord- advocate,  on  pretence  of 
his  having  been  too  remifs  in  profecuting  thofe 
delinquents ;  and  no  further  inquiry  was  made  in- 
to the  affair. 

For  fome  time  a  negotiation  for  peace  had  been  A  B(.got]-,. 
carried   on  between  the  court  of  France  and  the  ton  fe- on 
new  minifters,  who  had  a  double  aim  in  this  mea-  fi^m"" 
fure  •,  namely,  to  mortify  the  Whigs  and  the  Dutch,  F«nce  ani 
whom  they  detefted,  and  to  free  their  country  from  En£land* 
a  ruinous  war,  which  had   all  the   appearance  of 
becoming  habitual  to  the  conftitution.     They  fore- 
faw  the  rifque  they  would   run  by  entering   into 
fuch  meafures,  mould  ever  the  oppofite  faction  re- 
gain the  afcendency  :  they  knew  the  Whigs  would 
employ  all  their  a~t  and  influence,  which  was  verv 
powerful,  in  obftructing  the  peace,  and  in  raifing 
a  popular  clamour  againft  the  treaty.     But  their 
motives  for  treating  were  fuch  as  prompted  them 
to  undervalue  all  thofe  difficulties   and  dangers. 

They 
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A.  c.  1711.  They  hoped  to  obtain  fuch  advantages  in  point  of 
commerce,  for  the  fubj^cts  of  Great- Britain,  as 
would  filence  all  detraction.  They  did  not  doubt 
of  being  able  to  maintain  the  fuperiorhy  which 
they  had  acquired  in  parliament ;  and  perhaps 
fome  of  them  cherilhed  views  in  favour  of  the 
pretender,  whofe  fuccefiion  to  the  crown  would 
have  effectually  eftablifhed  their  dominion  over  the 
oppofite  party.  The  earl  of  Jerfey,  who  acted  in 
concert  with  Oxford,  fent  a  private  meffage  to  the 
court  of  France,  importing  the  queen's  earneft  de- 
fire  of  peace,  representing  the  impoflibility  of  a 
private  negotiation,  as  the  miniftry  was  obliged 
to  ad  with  the  utmoft  circumfpection ;  and  de- 
firing  that  Lewis  would  propofe  to  the  Dutch  a 
renewal  of  the  conferences,  in  which  cafe  the  Eng- 
lifh  plenipotentiaries  (hould  have  fuch  inftructions, 
that  it  would  be  impoflible  for  the  ftates-general 
to  prevent  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty.  This  in- 
timation was  delivered  by  one  Gualtier,  an  obfcure 
prieft,  who  acted  as  chaplain  to  count  Gallas  the 
Imperial  ambafTador,  and  had  been  employed  as  a 
fpy  by  the  French  miniftry,  fmce  the  commence- 
ment of  hoftilities.  His  connection  with  lord  Jerfey 
was  by  means  of  his  lady,  who  profeflcd  the  Ro- 
man catholic  religion.  His  meflage  was  extremely 
agreeable  to  the  court  of  St.  Germain's ;  and  he 
returned  to  London  with  a  letter  of  compliment 
from  the  marquis  de  Torcy  to  the  earl  of  Jerfey,  in 
which  that  minifter  allured  him  of  his  mailer's  fin- 
cere  inclination  for  peace,  though  he  was  averfe 
to  a  renewal  of  the  conferences  with  the  ftates-ge- 
neral. Gualtier  wrote  a  letter  to  Verfailles,  de- 
firing,  in  the  name  of  the  Englifh  miniftry,  that 
his  moft  chriftian  majefty  would  communicate  to 
them  his  propofals  for  a  general  peace,  which  they 
would  communicate  to  the  ftates-general,  that 
they  might  negotiate  in  concert  with  their  allies. 

A  gene- 
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A  general  anfwer  being  made  to  this  intimation,  A-0-1?'!' 
Gualtier  made  a  fecond  journey  to  Verfailles,  and 
brought  over  a  memorial,  which  was  immediately 
tranfmitted  to  Holland.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
penfionary  endeavoured  te  renew  the  conferences 
in  Holland.  Petkum  wrote  to  the  French  mini- 
ftry,  that  if  his  majefty  would  refume  the  negotia- 
tion, in  concert  with  the  queen  of  Great-Britain, 
he  mould  certainly  have  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with 
the  condudt  of  the  Dutch  deputies.  This  pro- 
pofal  Lewis  declined,  at  the  defire  of  the  Englifh 
miniflers. 

The  ftates-general  having  perufed  the  memorial,  prLor's  ("* 

„.         ,  *=>  A  .    .     toFontaine- 

anured  queen  Anne  that  they  were  ready  to  join  biea*. 
with  her  in  contributing  to  the  conclusion  of  a 
durable  peace  •,  but  they  exprefied  a  defire  that 
the  French  king  would  communicate  a  more  par- 
ticular plan  for  fecuring  the  intereft  of  the  allied 
powers,  and  for  fettling  the  repofe  of  Europe. 
Gualtier  was  once  more  fent  to  Verfailles,  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  Prior,  who  had  refided  in  France 
as  fecretary  to  the  embaflies  of  the  earls  of  Port- 
land and  Jerfey.  He  had  acquired  fome  reputa- 
tion by  his  poetical  talents ;  was  a  man  of  uncom- 
mon ability,  infmuating  addrefs,  and  perfectly  de- 
voted to  the  Tory  intereft.  He  was  empowered 
to  communicate  the  preliminary  demands  of  the 
Englim  •,  to  receive  the  anfwer  of  the  French  king, 
and  demand  whether  or  not  king  Philip  had  tranf- 
mitted a  power  of  treating  to  his  grandfather.  He 
arrived  incognito  at  Fontainebleau,  and  prefented 
the  queen's  memorial,  in  which  me  demanded  a 
barrier  for  the  Dutch  in  the  Netherlands,  and  ano- 
ther on  the  Rhine  for  the  empire ;  a  fecurity  for 
the  Dutch  commerce,  and  a  general  fatisfaflion  to 
all  her  allies.  She  required  that  the  ftrong  places 
'  taken  from  the  duke  of  Savoy  mould  be  reftored ; 
and  that  he  mould  poflefs  fuch  towns  and  diftri&s 

in 
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A.C.  t7n.  jn  itaiy  as  had  Deen  ceded  to  him  in  treaties  be- 
tween him  and  his  allies  :  that  Lewis  fhould  ac- 
knowledge queen  Anne  and  the  proteftant  fuccef- 
fion  •,  demolim  the  fortifications  of  Dunkirk,   and 
agree  to  a  new  treaty  of  commerce  :  that  Gibraltar 
and  Portmahon  mould  be  yielded  to  the  crown  of 
England  :  that  the   negro   trade  in   America,  at 
that  time  carried  on  by  the  French,  mould  be  ceded 
to  the  Knglim,  together  with  fome  towns  on  that 
continent,  where  the  flaves    might  be    refrefhed. 
She  expecled  fecurity  that  her  fubjecls  trading  to 
Spain  mould  enjoy  all  advantages  granted  by  that 
crown  to  the  moft  favoured  nation  :  that  me  mould 
be  put  in  pofiefTion  of  Newfoundland  and  Hud- 
fon's  bay,  either  by  way  of  reftitution  or  cefiion  ; 
and   that  both  nations   fhould  continue  to  enjoy 
whatever  territories  they  might  be  pofiefied  of  in 
North  America  at  the  ratification  of  the  treaties. 
She  likevvife  infifted  upon  a  fecurity  that  the  crowns 
of  France  and  Spain  mould  never  be  united  on  the 
fame   head.     Her  majefty  no  longer  infifted  upon 
Phjlip's  being  expelled  from  the  throne  of  Spain 
by  the   arms  of  his   own  grandfather.     She  now 
perceived  that  the  exorbitant  power  of  the  houfe 
of  Auftria  would  be  as  dangerous  to  the  liberty  of 
Europe,  as  ever  that  of  the  family  of  Bourbon  had 
been  in  the  zenith  of  its  glory.     She  might  have 
remembered   the   excefiive   power,  the  infolence, 
the  ambition,  of  Charles  V.  and  Philip  II.  who  had 
enflaved   fo   many  countries,     and  embroiled  all 
Europe.     She  was  fmcerely  defirous  of  peace,  from 
motives  of  humanity  and  compaflion  to  her  fub- 
je6ts  and  fellow  creatures :  me  was  eagerly  bent 
upon  procuring  fuch  advantages  to  her  people,  as 
•would  enable  them  to  difcharge  the  heavy  load  of 
debt  under  which  they  laboured,  and  recompenfe 
them  in  fome  meafure  for  the  blood  and  treafure 
they  had/o  lavifhly  expended  in  the  profecution  of 

the 
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the  war.  Thefe  were  the  fentiments  of  a  chriftian  A.C.  1711. 
princefs ;  of  an  amiable  and  pious  fovereign,  who 
bore  a  (hare  in  the  grievances  of  her -iubjtdbs,  and 
looked  upon  them  with  the  eyes  of  maternal  af- 
fecYion.  She  thought  ihe  had  the  better  title  to 
inlift  upon  thofe  advantages,  as  they  had  been  al- 
ready granted  to  her  fubjecls  in  a  private  treaty 
with  king  Charles. 

As  Prior's  powers  were  limited  in  fuch  a  manner  Menager 
that  he  could  not  negotiate,  Menager,  deputy  from-  arrives  Pri- 
the  city  of  Rouen  to  the  board  of  trad^,  accom-  Sglani" 
panied  the  Englifh  miniiler  to  London,  with  full 
powers  to  fettle  the  preliminaries  of  the  treaty.  At 
his    arrival   in   London,   the   queen   immediately 
commifiioned  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury,  the  earls  of 
Jerfey,  Dartmouth,  Oxford,   and  Mr.  St.  John,  to 
treat  with  him  ;  and  the  conferences  were  immedi- 
ately begun.      After  long  and   various  difputes, 
they  agreed    upon    certain     preliminary  articles, 
which,  on  the  eighth  day  of  October,  were  figned 
by  the  French  minifter,  and  by  the-  two  fecretaries 
of  ftate,  in  confequence  of  a  written  order  from 
her  majefty.     Then  Menager  was  privately  intro- 
duced to  the  queen  at  Windlbr.     She  told  him  me 
was  averfe  to  war :  that  (he  would  exert  all  her 
power  to  conclude  a  fpeedy  peace  :  that  me  mould 
be  glad  to  live  upon  good  terms  with  the  king  of 
France,  to  whom  fhe  was  ib  nearly  allied  in  blood ; 
and  (he  exprefled  her  hope  that  there  would  be  a 
clofer  union  after  the  peace,  between  them,   and 
between  their  fubjects,  cemented  by  a  periecl  cor- 
refpondence  and  friendlhip.     The  earl  of  Strafford, 
who  had   been  lately  recalled   from    the  Hague, 
where  he  refided  as  ambaffador,  was  now  lent  back 
to  Holland,   with  orders   to  communicate  to  the 
penfionary  the  propofals  of  peace  which  France  had 
made  •,  to  fignify  the  queen's  approbation  of  them, 
and   propofe  a  place  where  the   plenipoten  caries 
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4*0.1711.  mouH  afiemble.  The  Engliih  minifters  now  en- 
gaged in  an  intimate  corrdpondence  with  the  court 
of  Verfailles  •,  and  marechal  Tailard  being  releafed 
from  his  confinement  at  Nottingham,  was  allowed 
to  return  to  his  own  country  on  his  parole.  After 
the  departure  of  Menager,  the  preliminaries  were 
eommunicated  to  count  Gallas,  the  emperor's 
minifter,  who,  in  order  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the 
people,  caufed  them  to  be  tranflated  and  inferted 
in  one  of  the  daily  papers.  This  ftep  was  fo  much 
refented  by  the  queen,  that  me  lent  a  mefTage,  de- 
firing  he  would  come  no  more  to  court  i  but  that 
he  might  leave  the  kingdom  as  foon  as  he  mould 
think  proper.  He  took  the  hint,  and  retired  ac- 
cordingly; but  the  queen  gave  the  emperor  to 
underftand,  that  any  other  minifter  he  mould  ap- 
point, would  be  admitted  by  her  without  hefita- 
tion. 

The  French  Jhe  ilates  of  Holland,  alarmed  at  the  prelimi- 
p«3sSdi™  naries,  fent  over  Buys  as  envoy  extraordinary,  to 
agreeable  to  intercede  with  the  queen  that  me  would  alter  her 
"'  refolutions :  but  me  continued  fteady  to  her  pur- 
pofe  -,  and  .the  earl  of  Straffof  d  demanded  the  im- 
mediate concurrence  of  the  ftates,  declaring,  ia 
the  queen's  name,  that  me  would  look  upon  any 
delay,  on  their  part,  as  a  retufol  to  comply  with 
her  propofitions.  Intimidated  by  this  declaration, 
they  agreed  to  open  the  general  conferences  at 
Utrecht  on  the  firit  day  of  January.  They  granted 
paflports  to  the  French  minifters ;  and  the  queen 
appointed  Robinfon  bifliop  of  Briftol,  and  the  earl 
of  StrafFord,  her  plenipotentiaries  at  the  congrefs. 
Charks,  the  new  emperor,  being  at  Milan  when 
he  received  a  copy  of  the  preliminaries,  wrote  cir- 
cular letters  to  the  electors  and  princes  of  the  em- 
pire, exhorting  them  to  perfift  in  their  engage- 
ments to  the  grand  alliance.  He  likewife  ddired 
the  ftates  general  to  join  counfels  with  him  in  per- 
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fuading  the  queen  of  England  to  reject  the  pro-  A.C.IJW 
pofals  of  France,  and  profecute  the  war ;  or  at  leaft 
negotiate  on  the  foundation  of  the  firft  prelimi- 
naries, which  had  been  figned  by  the  marquis  de 
Torcy.  He  wrote  a  letter  to  the  fame  purpcfe  to 
the  queen  of  Great-Britain,  who  received  it  with  the 
jmoft  mortifying  indifference.  No  wonder  that  he 
mould  zealoufly  contend  for  the  continuance  of  a 
war,  the  expence  of  which  me  and  the  Dutch  had 
hitherto  almoft  wholly  defrayed.  The  ne\v  preli- 
minaries were  feverely  attacked  by  the  Whigs,  who 
ridiculed  and  reviled  the  miniftry  in  word  and 
writing.  Pamphlets,  libels,  and  lampoons,  were 
to-day  publimed  by  one  faction,  and  to-morrow  an- 
fwered  by  the  other.  They  contained  all  the  in- 
imuations  of  malice  and  contempt,  all  the  bitter- 
nels  of  reproach,  and  all  the  rancour  of  recrimina- 
tion. In  the  midft  of  this  contention,  the  queen 
difpatched  the  earl  of  Rivers  to  Hanover,  with  an 
aflurance  to  the  elector,  that  his  lucceflion  to  the 
crown  mould  be  effectually  afcertained  in  the  treaty. 
The  earl  brought  back  an  anfwer  in  writing  :  but, 
at  the  fame  time,  his  electoral  highnefs  ordered  the 
baron  de  Bothmar,  his  envoy  in  England,  to  pre- 
fent  a  memorial  to  the  queen,  reprefenting  the  per- 
nicious confequences  of  Philip's  remaining  in  pof- 
fefiion  of  Spain  and  the  Weft- Indies.  This  r.emon- 
flrance  the  baron  publimed  by  way  of  appeal  to 
the  people,  and  the  Whigs  extolled  it  with  the 
higheft  encomiums,  while  the  queen  and  her  mini- 
fters  refented  this  ftep,  as  an  officious  and  inflam- 
matory interpofition. 

The  propofals  of  peace  made  by  the  French  violent  «te- 
king  were  difagreeable  even  to  fome  individuals  of bates  up°n 
the  Tory-party,  and  certain  peers  who  had  hither-  fafe? 
to  adhered  to  that  intereft,  agreed  with  the  Whigs, lords- 
to  make   a  remonftrance  againft   the  preliminary 
cles.     The  court  heing  apprifcd  of  their  inten- 
tion, 
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A.C.  i7n.  tjon?  prorogued  the  parliament  till  the  Jcventh  day 
of  December,  in  expectation  of  the  Scottifh  peers, 
who  would  caft  the  balance  in  favour  of  the  mini- 
ftry.     In  her  fpeech,  at  the  opening  of  the  feflion, 
Ihe  told   them  that,    notwithftanding  the   arts  of 
thofe  who  delighted  in  war,   the   place  and  time 
were  appointed  for  a  congrefs  ;  and  that  the  Hates- 
general  had  exprefled  their  entire  confidence  in  her 
conduft.     She  declared  her  chief  concern  fhould 
be  to  fecure  the  fucceffion   of  the   crown    in  the 
houfe  of  Hanover ;  to  procure  all  the  advantages 
to  the  nation  which  a  tender  and  affectionate  fove- 
reign  could  procure  for  a  dutiful  and  loyal  people  ; 
and  to  obtain  1'atisfacYton  for  all  her  allies.     She 
obferved,  that  the  moft  effectual  way  to  procure  an 
advantageous  peace,  would   be   to  make  prepara- 
tions for  carrying  on  the  war  with  vigour.     She  re- 
commended   unanimity,  and  prayed  God  would 
direct  her  confutations.     In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the 
earl  of  Nottingham,  who  had  now  afibciated  himfelf 
with  the  Whigs,  inveighed  againfr.  the  preliminaries 
as  captious  and  inefficient,  and  offered  a  claufe  to 
be  inlerted  in  the  addrefs  of  thanks,  reprefenting 
to  her  majefty,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  houfe,  no 
peace  could  be  fafe  or  honourable  to  Great  Britain 
or  Europe,  if  Spain  and  the  Weft-Indies  fhould 
be  allotted  to  any  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 
A  violent  debate  enfued,  in  the  courfe  of  which 
the  earl  of  Anglefey  reprefented  the  neceflity  of 
eafmg  the  nation  of  the  burthens  incurred  by  an 
expenfive  war.     He  affirmed,  that  a  good  peace 
might  have  beea  procured  immediately  after  the 
battle  of  Ramillies,  if  it  had  not  been  prevented 
by  fome  perfons  who  prolonged  the  war  for  their 
own  private  intereft.     This  infmuation  was  levelled 
at  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  who  made  a  long 
fpeech  in   his  own  vindication.     He  bowed  to  the 
place  where  the  queen  fat  incognito  j  and  appealed 
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to  her,  whether,  while  he  had  the  honour  to  ferve  A.  «.  i7n. 
her  majefty  as  general  and  plenipotentiary,  he  had 
not  conflantly  informed  her  and  her  council  of  all 
the  propofals  of  peace  which  had  been  made  ;  and 
had  not  defired  inrtruclions  for  his  conduct  on  that 
fubject  ?  He  declared,  upon  his  confcience,  and 
•in  prefence  of  the  fupreme  Being,  before  whom 
he  expected  foon  to  appear,  that  he  was  ever  de- 
firous  of  a  fafe,  honourable,  and  lading  peace; 
and  that  he  was  always  very  far  from  entertaining 
any  defign  of  prolonging  the  war  for  his  own 
private  advantage,  as  his  enemies  had  moft  falfly 
infmuated.  At  lait  the  queflion being  put,  Whether 
the 'earl  of  Nottingham's  advice  mould  be  part  of  " 
the  addrefs  ?  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a 
fmaJl  majority.  The  addrefs  was  accordingly  pre- 
iented  •,  and  the  queen,  in  her  anfwer,  laid  fhc 
mould  be  very  lorry  any  one  could  think  fhe  would 
not  do  her  utmoft  to  recover  Spain  and  the  Weft- 
Indies  from  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  Againft  this 
advice,  however,  feveral  peers  protefted,  becaufe 
there  was  no  precedent  for  inferting  a  claufe  of  ad- 
vice in  an  addrefs  of  thanks  •,  and  becaufe  they 
looked  upon  it  as  an  invafion  of  the  royal  preroga- 
tive. In  the  addrefs  of  the  commons  there  was 
no  fuch  article  •>  and  therefore  the  anfwer  they  re- 
ceived was  warm  and  cordial. 

The  duke  of  Hamilton  claiming  a  feat  in  the  The dujce ,f 
houfe  of  peers,  as  duke  of  Brandon,  a  title  he  had  Hamilton'* 
lately  received,  was  oppofed  by  the  anti-courtiers,  ofBnndem8 
who  pretended  to  forefee  great  danger  to  the  con  auaiiowrd. 
fiitution  from  admitting  into  the  houfe  a  greater  OCcaCs3 
number  of  Scottiih  peers  than  the  act  of  union  conformity 
allowed.     Counfel  was  heard  upon  the  validity  of paffes* 
his  patent.     They  obferved  that  no  obje6tion  could 
be  made  to  the  queen's  prerogative  in   conferring 
.honours;  and    that  all  the  fubjefts  of  the  united 
kingdom  were  equally  capable  or  receiving  honour. 

N".  92.  G  The 
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A.  c.  i-ir.  The  houfe  of  lords  had  already  decided  the  matter, 
in  admitting  the  duke  of  Queenfberry  upon  his 
being  created  duke  of  Dover.  The  debate  was 
managed  with  great  ability  on  both  fides :  the 
Scottish  peers  united  in  defence  of  the  duke's 
claim  ;  and  the  court  exerted  its  whole  ftrength  to 
fupp6rt  the  patent.  Neverthelcis,  the  queftion  be- 
ing put,  Whether  Scottifh  peers,  created  peers  of 
Great- Britain  lince  the  union,  had  a  right  to  fit  in 
that  houfe  ?  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  a 
majority  of  five  voices ;  though  not  without  a  pro- 
tell  figned  by  the  lords  in  the  oppofition.  •  The 
•  Scottilh  peers  were  fo  incenfed  at  this  decifion,  that 
they  drew  up  a  reprefentation  to  the  queen,  com- 
plaining of  it  as  an  infringement  of  the  .union,  and 
a  mark  of  difgraoe  put  upon  the  whole  peerage  of 
Scotland.  The  bill  againft  occafional  conformity 
was  revived  by  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  in  more 
moderate  terms  than  thofe  that  had  been  formerly 
rejected;  and  it  paffed  both  houfes  by  the  con- 
nivance of  the  Whigs,  upon  the  earl's  promife 
that  if  they  would  content  to  this  meafure,  he  would 
bring  'over  many  friends  to  join  them  in  matters 
of  greater  confequence.  On  the  twenty  fecond 
day  of  December,  the  queen  being  indifpofed, 
granted  acommifiion  to  the  lord  keeper,  and  fome 
other  peers,  to  give  the  royal  afient  to  this  bill, 
and  another  for  the  land-tax.  The  duke  of  De- 
vonfliirc  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  giving 
.precedence  of  all  peers  to  the  electoral  piince  of 
Hanover,  as  duke  of -Cambridge.  An  addrelswas 
prefented  r,o  the  queen,  defiring  fhe  would  give  in- 
llrudions  to  her  plenipotentiaries,  to  contult  with 
the  minifters  of  the  allies  in  Holland  before  the 
opening  of  the  congrefs,  that  they  might  concert 
the  necefiary  meafures  for  proceeding  with  unani- 
mity, the  better  to  obtain  die  great  ends  propofed 
by  her  majelly. 

The 


ANNE.  83 

The  commiflloncrs  for  examining  the  publick  A-c- I"11- 
accounts  having  discovered  that  the  duke  of  Marl-  Duke  of 
borough  had  received  an  annual  preftnt  of"  five  or^i,0^. 
fix  thcufand  pounds  from  the  contractors  for  bread  mi'rcd  from 
to  the  army,   tHe  queen  declared    in   council,  that  ^^enw" 
flie  thought  fit  todifmiis  him  from  ail  his  empl6^-Tw«lvel*w 
mtnts.   that  the  matter  might  be  impartially  ex-  J«£  "' 
amined.     This  declaration  was  imparted  to  him 
in  a  letter  under  her  own  hand,  in  which  fhe  tcok     . 
occafion  to  complain  of  the  treatment  fhe  had  re- 
ceived.    She  probably  alluded  to  the  indolence  of 
his  dutchefs-,  the  fubiection  in  which  flu-,  had  been 
kept  by  the  late  miniftry;  and  the  pain's  lately 
taken  by  the  Whigs  to  depreciate  her  cor.ducl,  and 
thwart  her  meafures  with  refped:  to   the    peace. 
The  duke  wrote  an  anfwer  to  her  majeily,  vindica- 
ting himfelf  from    the   charge  which   had   been 
brought    againft      his    character  -,    and    his    two 
daughters,  the    countefs   of  Sunderland    and   the     • 
lady  Rialton,  refigned  their  places  of  ladies  of  the 
bed-chamber.     The  miniltry,  in  order  to  afcertain 
a  majority  in  the  houfe   of  lords,  periuadc-d   the 
queen  to  take  a  meaiure  which  nothing  but  necei- 
fity  could  juflify.     She  created  twelve  peers  *. at 
once  ;  and,  on  the  lecond  day  of  January,  they 

•  Lord  Compton  and  lord  Bruce,  county  of  Warwick;  Sir  ThomasTrs- 
fons  to  the  earls  of  Northampton  and  vor,  baron  Trevor  of  Bromham,  in  the 
A)  lefbury,  were  called  up  by  wr'.t  to  county  of  Bedford  j  Gecrge  Granville, 
the  houfe  of  peer*.  The  oth?r  ten  baron  Lanfdowne  cf  BkdtforJ,  in  the 
verc  thefe:  lord  Duplin,  rf  the  king-  county  of  Devon  ;  Samuel  Mafham, 
dom  cf  Scotland,  created  baror  Hay  of*  baron  Ma/ham  of  Oate*,  in  fhe  county 
Ecdwardb,  in  the  county  of  Hereford}  of  Eflex  ;  Thomas  Fclcy,  baron  Foley 
lord  vil'cour.t  Windforof  Ireland,  made  ofKidderminfter,  in  the  county  of  Wor- 
heroo  Monntjoy  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight  j  cefler  ;  and  Allen  Bathurft,  baron  Bat- 
Henry  Pagtt,  fon  to  the  lord  Paget,  hurft  of  Bathclfden,  in  the  county  of 
created  baron  Burton  in  the  county  of  Bed'ord.  On  the  firft  day  of  the^r  bc- 
Stafford  ;  Sir  Thomas  Manfel,  baron  ing  introduced,  when  the  qutftion  was 
Manfel  cf  Margam,  in  the  county  of  put.abrut  adjourning:,  the  earl  cfWhar- 
Clamorgan  ;  Sir  Thomas  Willcughby,  ton  aiked  one  of  thsrn,  "Whether 
baron  Middletcn  cf  Micdleton  in  the  "  they  voted  by  their  foreman  ?' ' 

G  2  were 
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A.C.  »7ir.  Were  introduced  into  the  upper- houfe  without  op- 
pofition.  The  lord-keeper  delivered  to  the  houfe 
a  mdfage  from  the  queen,  defiring  they  would 
adjourn  to  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  month.  The 
anti -courtiers  alledged  that  the  queen  could  not 
fend  a  meflage  to  any  one  houfe  to  adjourn,  buc 
ought  to  have  directed  it  to  both  houfes.  '  This  ob- 
jection produced  a  debate,  which  was  terminated 
in  favour  of  the  court  by  the  weight  of  the  twelve 
new  peers. 

Pr;nce  At  this  period  prince  Eugene  arrived  in  Eng- 

ine of  land,  with  a  letter  to  the  queen  from  the  emperor, 
Jjei'i""  a°d  inftru&ions  to  propofe  a  new  fcheme  for  profe- 
Bn£iand.  euting  the  war.  His  errand  was  far  from'  being 
agreeable  to  the  miniftry ;  and  they  fufpefted  that 
his  real  aim  was  to  manage  intrigues  among  the- 
difomtented  party,  who  oppofed  the  peace.  Never- 
thelefs,  he  was  treated  with  that  relpecl  which  was 
due  to  his  quality  and  eminent  talents.  *  The  mini- 
fters,  the  nobility,  and  officers  of  diitinction,  vifited 
him  at  his  arrival.  He  was  admitted  to  an  audience 
of  the  queen,  who  received  him  with  great  com- 
placency. Having  peruied  the  letter  which  he  de- 
livered, (he  expreifed  her  concern  that  her  health 
did  not  permit  her  to  fpeak  with  his  highnefs  as 
qften  as  me  could  wifh  ;  but  that  me  had  ordered 
the  treafurer  artd  fccretary  St.  John  to  receive  his 
propofals,  and  confer  with  him  as  frequently  as  he 
ihould  think  proper.  He  exprefled  extraordinary 
relped  for  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  difgrace.  The  lord-treafurer,  while 
he  entertained  him  at  dinner,  declared,  that  he 
looked  upon  that  day  as  the  happieft  in  the  whole 
courle  of  his  life,  fmce  he  had  the  honour  to  fee  in 
his  houfe  the  greatefl  captain  of  the  age.  The 
prince  is  laid  to  have  replied,  *'  If  I  am,  it  is  owing 
"  to  your  lordfhip  :"  alluding  to  the  difgrace  of 
Marlborough,  whom  the  earl's  intrigues  had  de- 
prived 
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prived  of  all  military  command.  When  bimop  A<c-  1?nu 
Burnet  converfed  with  him  about  the  fcandalous 
iibels  that  were  every  day  publillied  againft  the 
duke,  and  in  particular  mentioned  one  paragraph, 
in  which  the  author  allowed  he  had  been  once  for- 
tunate, the  prince  obferved  it  was  the  greateft 
•commendation  that  could  be  beftowed  upon  him, 
as  it  implied  that  all  his  other  fuccefies  were  owing 
to  his  courage  and  conduct.  While  the  nobility 
of  both  parties  vied  with  each  other  in  demonftra- 
tions  of  refpect  for  this  noble  ftranger ;  while  he 
was  adqred  by  the  Whigs,  and  admired  by  the 
people,  who  gazed  at  him  in  crowds  when  he  ap- 
peared in  public  -,  even  in  the  midft  of  all  thele 
carefles,  party- riots  were  excited  to  infult  his  perfon, 
and'frme  fcandalous  reflections  upon  his  mother 
•were  inferted  in  one  of  the  public  papers.  The 
queen  treated  him  with  diftinguifhed  marks  of  re- 
gard -,  and,  on  her  birth-day,  prefented  him  with, 
a fword  worth  five  thoufand  pounds.  Neverthelefs, 
fhe  looked  upon  him  as  a  patron  and  friend  of  that 
turbulent  faction  to  which  me  owed  fo  much  dif- 
•quiet.  She  knew  he  had  been  preffed  to  come 
over  by  the  Whig  noblemen,  who'hoped  his  pre- 
tence would  inflame  the  people  to  fome  defperate 
attempt  upon  the  new  miniftry :  fhe  was  not  igno- 
rant that  he. held  private  conferences  with  the 
duke  of  Marlborough,  the  earl  of  Sunderland, 
the  lords  Somers,  Hallifax,  and  all  the  chiefs  of  that 
party,  and  entered  into  a  clofe  connection  with  the 
baron  de  Bothmar  the  Hanoverian  envoy,  who  had 
been  very  active  in  fomenting  the  difturbances  of 
the  people. 

Her  majefty,  who  had  been  for  fome  time  afflic-  waboie  ci- 
ted with  the  gout,  fent  a  mefiage  to  both  houfes, 
on  the  feventeenth  day  of  January,  fignifying  that 
the  plenipotentiaries  were  arrived  at  Ucrecht-,  and 
that  fhe  was  employed  in  making  preparations  for 
G3  an 
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A.  c.  17 j i.  an  early  campaign  :  &£  hoped  therefore  that  the 
commons  would  proceed  in  giving  the  neceiTary 
difpatch  to  the  fupplies.  The  lord- treasurer,  in 
order  to  demonftrate  his  attachment  t;o  the  prote- 
fbnt  fuccefiion,  brought  in  a  biil  which  had  been 
propoied  by  the  duke  of  Devonshire,  giving  pre- 
cedence to  the  whole  electoral  family,  as  children 
and  nephews  of  the  crown  j  and,  when  it  was  pafied 
into  an  act,  he  lent  it  over  to  Hanover  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Harley.  The  fixteen  peers  .for  Scotland 
we-e  prevailed  upon,  by  promiie  of  fatisfaction, 
to  refume  their  feats  in  the  upper- houfe,  from 
.which  they  had  absented  thcrnifelves  fince  the  de- 
ciiion  againft  the  parent  of  the  duke  of  Hamilton ; 
but  whatever  pecuniary  recompence  they  might 
•have  obtained  from  the  court,  on  which  thev  were 
meanly  dependent,  they  received  no  fad.sfaction 
from  the  parliament.  The  commons  finding  Mr. 
Walpole  very  tr6ublefome  in  their  houfe,  by  his 
taknts,  activity,  and  zealous  attachment  to  the 
"Whig  intereit,  found  means  to  difcover  fome 
clandeftine  practices  in  which  he  was  concerned  as 
fecretary  at  war,  with  regard  to  the  forage- contract 
in  Scotland.  The  contractors,  rather  than  admit 
into  their  partnerihip  aperfon  whom  he  had  recom- 
.  mended  for  that  purpoie,  chofe  to  prefent  his  friend 
with  five  hundred  pounds.  Their  bill  was  ad- 
drefled  to  Mr.  Walpole,  who  indorled  it,  and  his 
friend'  touched  the  money.  This  tranfadbon  was 
interpreted  into  a  bribe.  Mr.  Walpole  was  voted 
guilty  of  corruption,  imprifoned  in  the  Tower3  and 
expelled  the  houfe.  Being  afterwards  re-chofen 
by  the  lame  borough  of  Lynn  Regis, .which  he  had 
before  reprtfented,  a  pctkion  was  lodged  againlb 
him,  and  the  commons  voted  him  incapable  of 
b^ing  elected  a  member  to  ferve  in  the  pr.efcnt 
parliament. 

Their 
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Their  next  attack  was  upon  the  duke  of  Marl-  A-c-  '?U' 
borough,  who  was  found  to  have  received  a  yearly  j!"ft  ,he 
fum  from  Sir  Solomon  Medina,  a  Jew,  concerned  Dukeof 
in  the  contract  for  furnifhing  the  army  with  bread  ;  ™u^j,b.0~ 
to  have  been  gratified,  by  the  queen  with  ten  thou- 
fand  pounds  a  year  to  defray  the  expcnce  of  intelli- 
gence •,  and  to  have  pocketted  a  deduction  of  two 
and  a  half  per  cent,  from  the  pay  ot  .the  foreign 
troops  maintained  by  England.  It  was  allcdged, 
in  his  juftincation,  that  the  prefent  from  the  jew 
was  a  cuilomary  perquifite,  wh'ich  had  always  been 
enjoyed  by  the  general  of  the  Dutch  army :  that 
the  .deduction  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  was 
granted  to. him  by  an  exprefs  warrant  from  her  ma- 
jefty  :  that  all  the  articles  of  the  charge  joined 
together  did  not  exceed  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  a 
furn  much  inferior  to  that  which  had  been  allowed 
to  king  William  for  contingencies :  that  the  money 
was  expended  in  procuring  intelligence,  which  was 
fo  exact  that  the  duke  was  never  furprifed.:  that  none 
of  his  parties  were  ever  in-tercepted  or  cut  off";  and 
all  his  defigns  were  by  thefe  means  fo  well  concert- 
ed, that  he  never  once  mifcarrieJ.  Notwithftand- 
ing  thefe. repreien.tations,  the  majority  voted  'that 
his  practices  had  been  unwarrantable  and  illegal ; 
and  that  the  deduction  was  to  be  accounted  for  as 
public  money.  Thefe  refolutions  were  communi- 
cated to  the  queen,  who  ordered  the  attorney- 
general  to  proiecute  the  duke  for  the  money  he 
had  deducted,  by  virtue  of  her  own  warrant.  Such 
practices  were  certainly  mean  and  mercenary,  and 
greatly  tarnimed  the  glory  which  the  duke  had  ac- 
quired by  his  military  talents,  and  other  mining 
qualities. 

The  commons  now  directed  the  ftream  of  their  Rero!ut!rnt 
refentment  againit  the  Dutch,  who  had  certainly  ag^nft  the 
'exerted  all  their  endeavours  to  overwhelm  the  ntw  tyra" a'the^ 
miniilry,    and  retard  the  negotiations  for  peace,  u^h. 
G  4  They 
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A.  c.  i7n.  They  maintained  an  intimate  correfpondence  with 
the  Whigs  of  England.     They  diffufed  the  moft 
invidious  reports  againft  Oxford  and  fecretary  St. 
John.      Buys  their  envoy  at  London,    acted  the 
part  of  an  incendiary,  in  fuggefting  violent  mea- 
iures  to  the  malcontents,    and  caballing  againft  the 
government.     The  minifters,   by  way  of  reprifal, 
influenced  the  houfe  of  commons  to  pafs  fome.acri- 
monious  refolutions  againft  the  ftates-general.  They 
alledged  that  the  ftates  had  been  deficient  in  their 
proportion   of  troops,  both  in  Spain  and  in  the 
Netherlands,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  war  ; 
and  that  the  queen  had  payed  above  three  millions 
of  crowns  in  iubfidies,  above  what  me  was  obliged 
to  advance  by  her  engagements.     They  attacked 
the  barrier  treaty,  which  had  been  concluded  with 
the  ftates  by  lord  Townfhend,   after  the   confe- 
rences  at  Gertruydenberg.     By  this  agreement^ 
England  guarranteed  a  barrier  in  the  Netherlands 
to  the  Dutch  •,  and  the  ftates  bound  themfelves  to 
maintain,  with  their  whole  force,  the  queen's  title 
and  the  proteftant  fuccefiion.     The  Tories  affirm- 
ed that  England  was  difgraced,  by  engaging  any 
other  ftate  to  defend  a  fucceflion  which  the  nation 
might  fee  caufe  to  alter :  that,  by  this  treaty,  the 
ftates  were  authorifed  to  interptfe  in  Britifh  coun- 
cils :  that  being  poflefied  of  all  thofe  ftrong  towns, 
they  might  exclude  the  Engiifh  from  trading  to 
them,    and  interfere    with    the   manufactures  of 
Great  Britain.    The  houfe  of  commons  voted,  That 
in  the  barrier-treaty  there  were  feveral  articles  de- 
ftruclive  to  the  trade  and  intereft  of  Great-Britain  ; 
and  therefore  highly  difhonourable  to  her  majefty  : 
That  the  lord  vifcount  Townfhend  was  not  autho- 
rized to  conclude  feveral  articles  in  that  treaty : 
and,  That  he  and  all  thofe  who  advifed  its  being 
ratified,  were  enemies  to  the  queen  and  kingdom. 
All  their  votes  were  digefted  into  a  long  reprefen- 
tation  prefented  to  the  queen,  in  which  they  averr- 
ed 
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cd  that  England,  during  the  war,  had  b.een  over-  A-c«  »7»»« 
charged  nineteen  millions ;  a  circumftance  that 
implied  mifmanagement  or  fraud  in  the  old  mini- 
flry.  The  dates,  alarmed  at  thefe  refolutions, 
wrote  a  refpectful  letter  to  the  queen,  reprefenting 
the  neceflity  of  a  barrier,  for  the  mutual  fecurity 
of  England  and  the  United  Provinces.  They  after- 
wards drew  up  a  large  memorial  in  vindication  of 
their  proceedings  during  the  war,  and  it  was  pub- 
limed  in  one  of  the  Englifh  papers..  The  con> 
mons  immediately  voted  it  a  falfe,  fcandalous,  and 
malicious  libel,  reflecting  upon  the  refolutions  of 
the  houfe  ;  and  the  printer  and  publimer  were 
taken  into  cuftody,  as  guilty  of  a  breach  of  pri- 
vilege. 

They  now  repealed  the  naturalization  act.  They  ^'aj,"f£ 
paffed  a  bill  granting  a  toleration  to  the  epifcopal  the  ?«%.. 
clergy  in  Scotland,  without  paying  the  lead  regard  JSHT J6^ 
to  a  reprefentation  from  the  general  affembly  to  Scotland, 
the  queen,  declaring  that  the  act  for  fecuring  the  „ 

n  •  re        •    i  i   r  Burnet. 

preibyterian  government  was  an  eliential  and  run-  Boyer. 
damental  condition  of  the  treaty  of  union.     The 
houfe,  notwithftanding  this  remonftrance, proceeded 
with  the  bill,  and  inferted  a  claufe  prohibiting  civil 
magiftrates  from  executing  the  fentences  of  the  HM.  Ofth« 
kirk-judicatories.     The  epifcopal,  as  well  as  the  £;r°fu^ar1' 
prefbyterian  clergy,  were  required  to  take  the  oath  Miiit.  fiift. 
of  abjuration,  that  they  might  be  upon  an  equal Voluliro- 
footing  in  cafe  of  difobedience  ;  for  the  commons 
vvfll  knew  that  this  condition  would  be  rejected  by 
both,  from  very  different  motives.     In  order  to 
exafperate  the  prefbyterians  with  further  provoca- 
tions, another  act  was  puffed  for  difcontinuing  the 
courts  of  judicature  during  the  Chriftmas  holidays, 
which  had  never  been  kept  by  perfons  of  that  per- 
fuafion.     When   this  bill  was   read  for  the  third 
time,  Sir  David  Daliyrnpb  fold,  "  Since  the  houfe 
*c  is  rclblved  to  make  no  alteration  in  the  body  of 

*4  this 
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A,  c.  ,7ir.  c<  thjs  bii^  I  acquiefce  ;  and  only  defire  it  may  be 
44  intituled,  A  bill  for  efhablifhing  Jacobitifm  and 
«.'  immorality.'*  The  chagrin  of  the  Scottifh  pref- 
byterians  was  completed  by  a  third  bill,  reftoring 
the  right  of  patronage,  which  had  been  taken  away 
when  the  diicipline  of  the  kirk  was  lail  eftabliihecL 
Prince  Eugene  having  preiented  a  memorial  .to 
the  queen,  touching  the  conduct  of  the  emperor 
during  the  war,  and  containing  a  propofal  with  re- 
lation to  the  affairs  of  Spain,  the  queen  communi- 
cated the  fcheme'  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  who 
treated  it  with  the  moil  contemptuous  neglect. 
The  prince  finding  all  his  efforts  ineffectual,  re- 
tired to  the  continent,  as  much  difpleafed  with  the 
miniftry,  as  he  had  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the 
people  of  England.  The  commons  having  fettled 
the  funds  for  the  lupplies  of  the  year,  amounting 
to  fix  millions  •,  the  treafurer  formed  the  plan  of  a 
bill  appointing  commiflioners  to  examine  the  value 
and  confederation  of  all  the  grants  made  fince  the 
revolution.  His'dsfign  was  to  make  a  general  re- 
fumption  -,  but,  as  the  intereft  of  fo  many  noble- 
men was  concerned,  the  bill  met  with  a  very  warm 
oppofition  ;  notwithflianding  which,  it  would  have 
certainly  paffed,  had  not  the  duke  of  Buckingham 
and  the  earl  of  Strafford  abfented  themfelves  from 
the  houfe  during  the  debate.  . 

A.  c.  1712.      In   the  month  of  January  the  conferences  for 
The  ™n-    Peace  began  at  Utrecht.    The  earl  of  Jerfey  would 
fcrences       have  been  appointed  plenipotentiary  for  England  ; 
uutclt'.*     but  he  dying  after  the   corrclpendence  with  the 
court  of  France  was  eftablifhed,  the  queen  con- 
ferred that  charge  upon  Robinfon  bifhop  of  Brif- 
tol,  lord  privy  lcalv  and  the  earl  of  Strafford.    The 
chief  of  the  Dutch  deputies  named  for  the  congrefs, 
were   Buys  and  VanderdurTen ;    and    the  I;:vnch 
king  granted  his  powers  to  the  marechal  D'Ux- 
ellcs,  the  abbot  (afterwards  cardinal)  de  Poligu«c, 

and 
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and  Menager,  who  had  been  in  England.  The-*-0'1?*** 
minifters  of  the  emperor  and  Savoy  likewife  aflifted 
at  the  conferences,  to  which  the  empire  and  the 
other  allies  likewife  fent  their  plenipotentiaries, 
though  not  without  reluctance.  As  all  thofe  powers, 
except  France,  entertained  ientiments  very  different 
from  thole  of  her  Britannic  majeily,  the  conferences 
feemed  calculated  rather  to  retard  than  accelerate 
a. pacification.  The  queen  of  England  had  fore- 
feen  and  provided  againft  thefe  difficulties.  Her 
great  end  was  to  free  her  fubjects  from  the  miferies 
attending  an  unprofitable  war,  and  to  reftore  peace 
to  Europe;  and  this  aim  fhe  was  refolved  to  ac- 
compljfli,  in  fpite  cf  ail  oppoiition.  She  had  alib 
determined  to  procure  reasonable  terms  of  accom- 
modation for  her  allies,  without,  however,  continu- 
ing to  lavim  the  blood  and  trealure  of  her  people 
in  fupporting  their  extravagant,  demands.  The 
emperor  obilinately  infilled  upon  his  claim  to  the 
v.hole  Spaniih  monarchy,  refuting  to  give- up  the 
leaft  tittle  of  his  preteniions  j  and  the  Dutch  ad- 
hered to  the  old  preliminaries  which  Lewis  had  for- 
merly rejected.  The  queen  fa w,  that  the  liberties 
pf  Europe  would  be  expofed  to  much  greater  dan- 
ger from  an  actual  union  of  the  Imperial  and  Spa- 
niih crowns  in  one  head  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria, 
than  from  a  bare  poflibility  of  Spain's  being  united 
with  France  in  one  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Bcurbon. 
She  knew  by  experience  the  difficulty  cf  dethron- 
ing Philip,  rooted  as  he  was  in  the  arie&ions  cf  a 
brave  and  loyal  people  ;  and,  that  a  profecurion  of 
this  defign  would  lerve  no  purpole  but  to  protract 
the  war,  and  augment  the  grievances  of  the  Britifh 
nation.  She  was  well  acquainted  with  the  diftrefies 
of  the  French,  which  fhe  confidered  as  pledges  of 
theii4  monarch's  fincerity.  She  fought  not  the  total 
'ruin  of  that  people,  already  reduced  to  the  brink 
of  dcfpair.  The  dictates  of  true  policy  diiTuaded 

her 
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A.  0,1712.  her  from  contributing  to  further  conquefts  in  that 
kingdom,  which  would  have  proved  the  fource  of 
contention  among  the  allies,  deprefied  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon  below  that  ftandard  of  importance  which 
the  balance  of  Europe  required  it  mould  maintain, 
and  aggrandize  the  ftates- general  at  the  expence  of 
Great-Britain.  As  me  had  borne  the  chief  burden 
•  of  the  war,  me  had  a  right  to  take  the  lead,  and 
dictate  apian  of  pacification;  at  leaft,  fhe  had. a 
right  to  confult  the  welfare  of  her  own  kingdom,  in 
delivering,  by  a  feparate  peace,  her  fubjects  from 
thofe  enormous  loads  which  they  could  no  longer 
fuftain ;  and  me  was  well  enough  aware  of  her 
own  confequence,  to  think  me  could  obtain  advan- 
tageous conditions. 

Such  were  the  fentimentsof  the  queen  :  and  her 
minifters  feem  to  have  acted  on  the  fame  princi- 
ples, though,  perhaps,  party- motives  may  have 
"onb-  helped  to  inftuence  their  conduct.  The  allies  con- 
ed  by  curred  in  oppofing  with  all  their  might  any  treaty 
Wj1jcj1  couic]  not  gratify  their  different  views  of 
avarice,  intereft,  and  ambition.  They  practifed 
a  thoufand  little  artifices  to  intimidate  the  queen, 
to  excite  a  jealoufy  of  Lewis,  to  blacken  the  cha- 
racters of  her  minifters,  to  raife  and  keep  up  a 
dangerous  ferment  among  her  people,  by  which 
her  life  and  government  were  endangered.  '  She 
could  not  fail  to  refent  thefe  efforts,  which  greatly 
perplexed  her  meafures  and  obstructed  her  defign. 
Her  minifters  were  fenfible  of  the  dangerous  predi- 
cament in  which  they  ftood.  The  queen's  health 
was  much  impaired;  and  the  fuoreflbr  countenanc- 
ed the  oppofite  faction.  In  cafe  of  their  fovereign's 
death  they  had  nothing  to  expect  but  profecution 
and  ruin  for  obeying  her  commands  ;  and  they  law 
no  hope  of  fafety  except  in  renouncing  their  prin- 
ciples, and  fubmitting  to  their  adveriaries,  or  elfe 
in  taking  fuch  oieafures  as  would  h'aiten  the  pacifi- 
cation, 
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cation,  that  the  troubles  of  the  kingdom  might  be  *•  c.  ^w, 
appealed,  and  the  people  be  fatistied  with  their 
conduct  before  death  mould  deprive  them  of  their 
fovereign's  protection.  With  this  view  they  ad- 
vifed  her  to  let  on  foot  a  private  negotiation  with 
Lewis  ;  to  ftipulate  certain  anvantagcs  for  her  own 
fubje&s  in  a  concerted  plan  of  peace ;  to  enter  into 
fuch  mutual  confidence  with  that  monarch,  as  would 
anticipate  all  clandeftine  tranfactions  to  her  preju- 
dice, and  in  fome  meafure  enable  her  to  prefcribe 
terms  for  her  allies.  The  plan  was  judiciouily  form- 
ed, but  executed  with  too  much  precipitation. 
The  ftipulated  ad  vantages  were  not  fuch  as  ihe  had 
a  right  to  demand  and  infill  upon  •,  and,  without 
all  doubt,  better  might  have  been  obtained,  had 
not  the  obflinacy  of  the  allies  abroad,  and  the  vio- 
lent conduct  of  the  Whig  fa&ion  at  home,  obliged 
the  minifters  to  relax  in  fome  material  points,  and 
haften  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty. 

The  articles  being  privately  regulated  between 
the  two  courts  of  London  and  Verfailles,  the  Er.g* 
Jifti  plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht  were  turn  iihed  with 
general  powers  and  inftructidns,  being  ignorant  of 
the  agreement  which  the  queen  had  made  with  the 
French  monarch  touching  the  kingdom  of  Spain, 
which  was  indeed  the  bafis  of  the  treaty.  This 
fecret  plan  of  negotiation,  however,  had 
nigh  been  deftroyed  by  fome  unforefeen  events 
that  were  doubly  afflicting  to  Lewis.  The  dauphin 
had  died  of  the  fmall  pox  in  the  courfe  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  his  title  had  been  conferred  upon 
his  fon  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  who  n'ow  expired  on 
the  lad  day  of  February,  fix  days  after  the  death  of 
his  wife,  Mary  Adelaide  of  Savoy.  The  parents 
were  foon  followed  to  the  grave  by  their  eldeit  off- 
fpring  the  duke  of  Britanny,  in.  the  fixth  year  of 
his  age  ;  fo  that,  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy's  chil- 
dren, none  remained  alive  but  the  duke  of  Anjou, 
2  the 
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A.c.  1711.  the  prefent  French  king,  who  was  at  that  time  a 
fickly  infant.  Such  a  ieries  of  calamities  could 
not  rail  of  being  extremely  (hocking  to  Lewis  ifi 
his  old  age  -,  but  they  were  ft  ill  more  alarming  to 
the  queen  of  Eagland,  who  faw  that  nothing  but 
the  precarious  life  of  an  unheakhy  child  divided 
the  two  monarchies  of  France  and  Spain,  the  union 
of  which  (lie  relolvcd  by  all  pcfilble  means  to  pre- 
vent. She  therefore  lent  the  abbe  Gualtier  to 
Paris,  with  a  memorial,  reprefenting  the  danger 
to  which  the  liberty  of  Europe  would  be  expofed 
fhould  Philip  afcend  the  throne  of  France  :  and 
demanding,  that  his  title  mould  be  transferred  to 
his  brother  the  duke  of  Berry,  in  confequence  of 
his  pure,  fimple,  and  voluntary  renunciation. 

Mean  while  the  French  plenipotentiaries  at 
Utrecht  were  prevailed  upon  to  deliver  their  pro- 
pofals  in  writing,  under  the  name  of  fpecific  offers, 
which  the  allies  received  with  indignation.  They 
were  treated  in  England  with  univerfal  fcorn.  Lord 
Hallifax,  in  the  houfe  of  peers,  termed  them  trifling, 
arrogant,  and  injurious  to  her  majefty  and  her  allies : 
an  addrefs  was  prefented  to  the  queen,  in  which  they 
exprefled  their  refentment  againft  the  infolence  of 
France,  and  promifcd  to  affift  her  with  all  their 
power  in  profecuting  the  war,  until  a  fafe  and  ho- 
nourable peace  mould  be  obtained.  The  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  the  allies  were  not  lefs  extravagant  in 
their  fpecific  demands,  than  the  French  had  been 
arrogant  in  their  offers.  In  a  word,  the  minifters 
feemed  to  have  been  aflembled  at  Utrecht,  rather 
to  ftart  new  difficulties  and  widen  the  breach,  than 
.  to  heal  animofities,  and  concert  a  plan  of  pacifica- 
tion. They  amufed  one  another  with  fruitlefs  con- 
ferences, while  the  queen  of  Great-Britain  endea-" 
voured  to  engage  the  dates  general  in  her  mea- 
furcs,  that  they  might  treat  with  France  upon  mo- 
derate 
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derate  terms,  and  give  law  to  the  reft  of  the  allies.  A c  »:»• 
She  departed  from  fome  of  her  own  pretenfions,  in 
order  to  gratify  them  with  the  polVeflion  of  fome 
towns  in  Flanders.     She  confented  to  their  being 
admitted  into  a  participation  of  fome  advantages  in 
.commerce ;  and  ordered  the  Englifh  minifters  at 
the  congrefs  to  tell  them,  that  fhe  would  take  her 
meafures    according    to   the    return   they    fnould 
make  on  this  occafion.     Finding  them  itill  obfti- 
nately  attached  to  their  firft  chimerical  prelimina- 
ries, 'flie  gave  them   to   underftand,  that   all  her 
offers  for  adjufting  the  differences  were  founded 
upon  the  exprefs  condition,  That  they  fhould  come 
into  her  meafures,.  and  co-operate  with  her  openly 
and  firicerely  ;  but  they  had  made  fuch  bad  returns 
to  all    her  condefcenfion   towards  them,   that  (he 
looked  upon   herfelf  as  releafed  from  all  engage- 
ments.    The   minifters  of  the  allies  had  infnted  J^;"^ 
upon  a  written  anfwer  to  their  fpecific  demands-,  phiiipVre. 
and  this  the  French  plenipotentiaries  declined,  un-  ^JJJJJJJ^ 
til  they  mould  receive  frefh  instructions  from  theif  frFnnce. 
matter.     Such  was  the  pretence  for  lufpending  the 
conferences ;  but  the  real  bar  to  a  final  agreement 
between  England    and   France,  was    the  delay  of 
Philip's   renunciation,  which,  at  length,  however, 
arrived  ;  and  produced  a  cetfation  of  arms. 

In  the  mean  time  the  duke  of  Ormond,  whowaaDuk.ofOr- 
now  invefted  with  the  fupreme  command  of  the  ™°jjs^™~ 
Britifh  forces,  received  a  particular  order,  that  he  Emia 
fhould  not  hazard  an  engagement.     Lewis  had  al- 
ready undertaken  for  the  compliance  of  his  grand  - 
fon.      Reflecting  on   his  own   great  age,  he  was 
fhocked  at  the  profpect  of  leaving  his  kingdom  in- 
volved in  a  pernicious  war  during  a  minority;  and 
determined  to  procure  a  peace  at  all  events.     The 
queen,  knowing  his   motives,  could  not  help  be- 
lieving  his  proteftations,  and.  refolved  to  avoid  a 
battle,  the  illue  of  which  might  have  confiderably 

altered 


96  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND, 

A.  c.  1712,  altered  the  fituation  of  affairs,  and  confequently  re-' 
tarded  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty.  Preparations 
had  been  made  for  an  early  campaign.  In  the  be- 
ginning of  March  the  earl  of  Albemarle  having 
affembled  a  body  of  thirty-fix  battalions,  marched 
towards  Arras,  which  he  reduced  to  an  heap  of 
alhes  by  a  moft  terrible  cannonading  and  bombard- 
ment. In  May  the  duke  of  Crmond  conferred 
'  with  the  deputies  of  the  ftates- general  at  the  Hague, 

and  aflured  them  he  had  orders  to  aft  vigorouily 
in  the  profecution  of  the  war.  He  joined  prince 
Eugene  at  Tournay  ;  and  on  the  twenty-fixth  day 
of  May  the  allied  army  patting  the  Schelde,  en- 
camped at  Hafpre  and  Solemnes.  The  Imperial 
general  propofed,  that  they  mould  attack  the  French 
army  under  Villars ;  but  by  this  rime  the  duke  was 
reftrained  from  -hazarding  fiege  or  battle:  a  cir- 
cumftance  weH  known  to  the  French  commander, 
who  therefore  abated  of  his  ufual  vigilance.  It 
could  not  be  long  concealed  from  prince  Eugene 
and  the  deputies,  who  forthwith  dilpatched  an  ex- 
prefs  to  their  principals  on  this  fubject,  and  after- 
wards prefented  a  long  memorial  to  the  duke,  re- 
prefenting  the  injury  which  the  grand  alliance 
would  fuftain  from  his  obedience  to  fuch  an  order. 
He  feemed  to  be  extremely  uneafy  at  his  fituation  ; 
and,  in  a  letter  to  fecretary  St.  John,  expreffed  a 
defire  that  the  queen  would  permit  him  to  return 
to  England. 

He  it  re-          Prince    Eugene,    notwithftanding   the  queen's 
ftnfted       order,  which  Ormond  had  not  yet  formally  de- 
•pfoiuhe*  clared,  inverted  the  town  of  Quefnoy,  and  the  duke 
en«i>y        furnifticd  towards  this  enterpnze  feven  battalions 
and  nine   fquadrons  of  the   foreign  troops  main- 
tained by  Great-Britain.     The  Dutch  deputies  at 
Utrecht  expostulating  with  the  bifhojvof  Briftol 
upon  the  duke's  refufing  to  act  againft  the  enemy, 
that  prelate  told  them,  that  he  had  lately  received 
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anexprefs  with  a  letter  from  her  raajefty,  in  which  A-c-  J7JZ* 
fhe  complained,  that  as  the  ftates-general  had  not 
properly  anfvvered  her  advances,  they  ought  not 
to  be  furprifed,  if  me  thought  herfelf  at  liberty  to 
enter  into  feparate  meafures,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
peace  for  her  own  conveniency.  When  th^y  remon- 
itrated  againft  fuch  conduct,  as  contradictory  to 
all  the  alliances  fubfifting  between  the  queen  and 
the  ftates- general,  the  bimop  declared  his  inftruc- 
tions  further  imported,  that  conftdering  the  con- 
duct of  the  ftates  towards  her  majefly,  The  thought 
herlelf  difengaged  from  all  alliances  arid  engage- 
ments with  their  high  mightineffes.  The  ftates 
and  the  minifters  of  the  allies  were  inftantly  in 
commotion.  Private  meafures  were  concerted 
with  the  elector  of  Hanover,  the  landgrave  of 
Heffc-Caflcl,  and  fome  other  princes  of  the  em- 
pire, concerning  the  troops  belonging  to  thofe 
powers,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain.  The  ftates  - 
general  wrote  a  long  letter  to  the  queen,  and  or- 
dered their  envoy  at  London  to  deliver  it  into  her 
own  hand.  Count  Zinzendorf  the  emperor's  ple- 
nipotentiary difpatched  exprefles  to  his  mailer,  to 
prince  Eugene,  and  to  the  Imperial  amhaflador  at 
London.  The  queen  held  a  council  at  Kenfington 
upon  the  fubject  of  the  letter  -,  and  a  frefh  order 
was  fent  to  the  duke  ofOnnond,  directing  him  to 
concur  with  the  general  of  the  allies  in  a  fiege. 

On  the   twenty-eighth  day  of  May,   lord  Halli-  It'^Lf 
fax,  in  the  houfe  of  peers,  defcanted  upon  the  ill  i>r<j$omhis. 
confequences  of  the  duke's  refufing  to  co-operate  '   J    ' 
with  prince  Eugene  ;  and  moved  for  an  addrefs, 
defiring  her  majefty  would  order  the  general  to  act 
often fively,  in  concert  with  her  allies.     The  trca- 
furer  obfcrved  it  was  prudent  to  avoid  a  battle  on 
the  eve  of  a  peace,  efpecially  confidering  they  h.ut 
'to  do  with  an  enemy  fo  apt  to  b  eak  his  word.   The 
earl  of  Wharton  replied,  this  was  a  ftrong  rcafon 
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A.C.  1711.  for  keeping  no  meafures  with  fuch  an  enemy.  When 
Oxford  declared,  that  the  duke  of  Orrriond  had  re- 
ceived orders  to  join  the  allies  in  a  fiege,  the  duke 
of  Marlborongh  affirmed,  it  was  impoffible  to  carry 
on  a  fiege  without  either  hazarding  a  battle,  in  cafe 
the  enemy  mould  attempt  to  relieve  the  place,  or 
fhamefully  abandoning  the  enterprize.     The  duke 
of  Argyle  having  declared  his  opinion,  that  fince 
the  time  of  Julius  Casfar  there  had  not  been  a 
greater  captain  than  prince  Eugene  of  Savoy,  ob- 
ferved,   that  confidering  the  different  interefts  of 
the  houfe  of  Auftria  and  of  Great -Britain,  it  might 
not  confift  with  prudence  to  truft  him  with  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  war,  becaufe  a  battle  won  or  loft 
might  intirely  break  off  a  negotiation  of  peace, 
which,  in  all  probability,  was  near  being  conclud- 
ed.    He  added,  that  two  years  before,  the  confe- 
derates might  have  taken  Arras  and  Cambray,  in- 
ftead  of  amufing  themfelves  with  the  infignificant 
conquefts  of  Aire,  Bethune,  and  St.  Venant.    'I  he 
duke  of  Devonfhire  (aid,  he  was,  by  proximity  of 
blood  more  concerned  than  any  other  in  the  repu- 
tation of  the  duke  of  Ormond ;  and  therefore  could 
not  help  cxprefling  his  furprize,  that  any  one  would 
dare  to  make  a  nobleman  of  the  firft  rank,  and  of 
fo  diftinguilhed  a  character,  the  inftrument  of  fuch 
proceedings.     Earl  Pawlet  anfwcred,  that  no  body 
could  doubt  the  duke  ofOrmond's  courage-,    but 
he  was  not  like  a  certain  general,  who  led  troops 
to  the  (laughter,  to  caufe  a  great  number  of  officers 
to  be  knocked  on  the  head,  that  he  might  fill  his 
pockets  by  difpofing  of  their  commiflions.     The 
duke  of  Marlborough  was   fo  deeply  affected  by 
this  reflection,  that  though  he  fupprefled  his  re- 
fentment  in  the  houfe,  he  took  the  firft  opportunity 
to  fend  lord  Mohun  to  the  earl  with  a  meflage>  im- 
porting, that  he  mould  be  glad  to  come  to  an  ex- 
planation 
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planation  with  his  lordfliip  about  fome  exprefTions  A>c> '7^- 
he  had  ufed  in  that  day's  debate  ;  and  deiiring  his 
company  to  take  the  air  in  the  country.  The  earl 
underftood  his  meaning;  but  could  not  conceal  his 
e.motion  from  the  obfervation  of  his  lady,  by  whole 
means  the  affair  was  communicated  to  the  earl  of 
Dartmouth  fecretary  of  itate.  Two  centinels  were 
immediately  placed  at  his  lordihip's  gate  j  the  queenj 
by  the  canal  of  lord  Dartmouth,  defired  the  duke 
of  Marlborough  would  proceed  no  farther  in  the 
quarrel :  and  he  allured  her  he  would  punctually, 
obey  her  majeity's  commands.  The  earl  of  Ox- 
ford affured  the  houfe,  that  a  feparate  peace  was 
never  intended  :  that  fuch  a  peace  would  be  fo 
bale,  fo  knavifh,  and  fo  villainous,  that  every  one 
who  ferved  the  queen  knew  they  muft  anfwer  it  with 
their  heads  to  the  nation  -,  but  that  it  would  appear 
to  be  a  fafe  and  glorious  peace,  much  more  to  the 
honour  and  intereft  of  the  nation  than  the  firft  pre- 
liminaries infifted  upon  by  the  allies.  The  queition 
being  put  for  adjourning,  the  debate  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative  •,  but  twenty  lords  entered  a  proteft. 
The  earl  of  Strafford,  who  had  returned  from  Holland, 
proposed  that  they  fhould  examine  the  negotiations  of 
the  Hague  and  Gertruy  den  berg,  before  they  con- 
fidered  that  of  Utrecht.  He  obferved,  tnat  in  the 
former  negotiations  the  French  minifters  had  con- 
ferred only  with  the  peniionary,  who  communi- 
cated no  more  of  it  to  the  minifters  of  the  allies 
than  what  was  judged  proper  to  let  them  know  :  fo 
that  the  Dutch  were  abfolute  matters  of  the  fecret. 
He  afierted,  that  the  ftates-general  had  conttmed 
to  give  Naples  and  Sicily  to  king  Philip:  a  circum- 
ftance  which  proved  that  the  recovery  of  the  whole 
Spanifti  monarchy  was  looked  upon  as  impractica- 
ble. He  concluded  with  a  motion  for  an  addreis.  . 
to  her  majefly,  defiririg,  that  the  papers  relating 
to  the  nep-otiatirns  of  the  Hague  and  Gertruyden- 
H  2  berg, 
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A.C.  i7i2.berg,  mould  be  layed  before  the  houfe.     This  was 
carried  without  a  divifion. 

In  the  houfe  of  commons  Mr.  Pulteney  moved 
she  for  an  addrefs,  acquainting  her  majefty,  that 
her  faithful  commons  were  juftly  alarmed  at 
the  intelligence  received  from  abroad,  that  her 
general  in  Flanders  had  declined  acting  offen- 
fively  againft  France  in  concurrence  with  her 
allies  •,  and  befought  her  majefty,  that  he  might  re- 
ceive fpeedy  inftrucYions  to  profecute  the  war  with 
the  utmoft  vigour.  This  motion  was  rejected  by  a 
great  majority.  A  certain  member  having  in- 
finuated,  that  the  prefcnt  negotiation  had  been 
v/carried  on  in  a  ciandeftine  and  treacherous  manner, 
Mr.  fecretary  St.  John  laid,  he  hoped  it  would  not 
be  accounted  treachery  to  act  for  the  good  and  ad- 
vantage of  Great-Britain  :  that  he  gloried  in  the 
fmall  mare  he  had  in  the  tranfaction  -,  and  what- 
ever cenfure  he  might  undergo  for  it,  the  bare  fa- 
tisfaction  of  acting  in  that  view,  would  be  a  luffi- 
cient  recompence  and  comfort  to  him  during  the 
whole  cotirfe  of  his  life.  The  houfe  refolved,  That 
the  commons  had  an  intire  confidence  in  her  ma- 
jefty's  promife  to  communicate  to  her  parliament 
the  terms  of  the  peace  befo?e  it  fhould  be  conclud- 
ed :  and,  That  they  would  flipport  her  againft  all 
fuch  perfons  either  at  home-  or  abroad  as  mould 
endeavour  to  obftruct  it.  The  queen  thanked  them 
heartily  for  this  refolution,  as  being  dutiful  to  her, 
honeft  to  their  country,  and  very  feafonable  at  a. 
time  when  fo  many  artifices  were  uled  to  obftruct  a 
good  peace,  or  to  force  one  dfiadvantageous  to 
Britain.  They  likewiie  prciented  an  addrefs,  de- 
firing,  they  might  have  an  account  of  the  nego- 
tiations and  tranfactions  at  the  Hague  and  Gertruy- 
denberg,  and  know  who  were  then  employed  as 
her  majefty's  plenipotentiaries. 

The 
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The  miniftry  forefeeing,  that  Philip  would  not  A-c- '7'*' 
•willingly  refign  his   hopes  of  fucceeding  to  the 
crown  of  France,  propoied  an  alternative,  that,  in 
cafe  of  his  preferring  his  expectation  of  the  crown 
of  France  to  the  prefer. t  pofiVffion  of  Spain,  this 
kingdom,  with  the    indies,    fhould   be  forthwith 
ceded  to  the  duke  of  S-;voy  ;  and   Philip   in  the 
mean  time  fhould  poifefs  the  duke's  hereditary  do- 
minions and  the  kingdom  of  Sicily,  together  with 
the  Montferrat  and  Mantua  ;  all  which  territories 
mould  be  annexed  to  France  at  Philip's  fucceffion 
to  that  crown,  except  Sicily,    which  fhould  revert 
to  the  houfc  of  Auftria.     Lewis   Itemed  to  relim 
this   expedient,  which,   however,  was  rejected  bynounceth 
Philip,  who  chofe  to  make  the  renunciation,  rather  J-1,?,*™' 
than  quit  the  throne  upon  which  he  was  eftablifhed. 
The  queen  demanded,  that  the  renunciation  fhould 
be  ratified  in  the  mofl  iblemn  manner  by  the  ftates 
of  France  •,  but  fhe  afterwards  waved  this  demand, 
in  confkieration  of  its  being  regiftered  in  the  diffe- 
rent parliaments.     Such  forms  aie  but  {lender  fe- 
curities  againft  the  power,  ambition,  and  inttrefts 
of  princes.     The  marquis  de  Torcy  frankly  owned, 
that  Philip's  renunciation  was  in  itielf  void,  as  be- 
ing contrary  to  the  fundamental  laws  and  conflitu- 
tion  of  the  French   monarchy,  but  it  was  found 
fleceffary  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  Englifh  people. 
Every  material  article  being  now  adjuited  between 
the  two   courts,  particularly  thofe  relating  to  the 
king  of  Spain,  the  commerce  of  Great-Britain,  and 
the  delivery  of  Dunkirk,    a  fufpenfion   of  arms 
prevailed   in  the  Netherlands,    and    the  duke  of 
Ormond    afted  in  concert  with  the  marcchal  de 
Villars. 

On  the  fixth  day  of  June  the  queen  going  to 

.the  houfe  of  peers,  communicated  the  plan  of  peace 

to  her  parliament,  according;  to  the   promiie  fhe 

H  3  had 
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A.  c.  1712.  had  made.  After  having  premiled,  that  the  ma- 
The  q«cn  king  peace  and  war  was  the  undoubted  prerogative 
c ..mmuni-  of  r^e  crown,  and  hinted  at  the  difficulties  which 
'faa.j  had  arifen  both  from  the  nature  of  the  affair,  and 
P-acetohrr  numberlefs  obftructions  contrived  by  the  enemies 
of  peace,  Ihe  proceeded  to  enumerate  the  chief 
articles  to  which  both  crowns  had  agreed,  without, 
however,  concluding  the  treaty.  She  told  them 
{he  had  fecured  the  proteftant  luccefiion,  which 
France  had  acknowledged  in  the  ftrongeft  terms ; 
and  that  the  pretender  would  be  removed  from  the 
French  dominions :  that  the  duke  of  Anjou  mould 
renounce  for  himfelf  and  his  descendants  all  claim 
to  the  crown  of  France  •,  fo  that  the  two  mo- 
narchies would  be  for  ever  divided.  She  obferved, 
that  the  nature  of  this  propofal  was  luch  as  would 
execute  itfelf :  that  it  would  be  the  intereft  of  Spain 
to  fupport  the  renunciation  :  and  in  France,  the 
perfons  entitled  to  the  luccefiion  of  that  crown  upon 
the  death  of  the  dauphin,  were  powerful  er.ough  to 
vindicate  their  own  right.  She  gave  them  to  under- 
itand,  that  a  treaty  of  commerce  between  Eng- 
land and  France  had  been  begun,  though  not  yet 
adjufted  ;  but  provifion  was  made,  that  England 
fhould  enjoy  the  fame  privileges  that  France  grant- 
ed to  the  moft  favoured  nation:  that  the  French 
king  had  agreed  to  make  an  ablblute  cefiion  of  the 
ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher's,  which  had  hitherto  been 
divided  between  the  two  nations  :  that  he  had  alfo 
confented  to  reftore  the  whole  bay  and  ftraits  of 
Hudfon ;  to  deliver  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland, 
with  Placentia;  to  cede  Annapolis,  with  the  reft 
of  Acadia  or  Nova  Scotia-,  to  demolifh  the  fortifi- 
cations of  Dunkirk  •,  to  leave  England  in  poflcf- 
fion  of  Gibraltar,  Port-Muhon,  and  the  whole 
iiland  of  Minorca :  that  the  trade  to  Spain  in  the 
Weft-Indies  might  be  fettled  as  it  was  in  the  reign. 

of 
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his  late  catholic  majefty  :  and,  that  me  had  obtain-  AiC>  |7»»* 
ed  for  her  fubjects,  the  aflTiento  or  contract  for  fur- 
nifhing  the  Spanifh  Weft-Indies  with  negroes  for 
the  term  of  thirty  years,  in  the  lame  manner  as  it 
had  been  enjoyed  by  the  French.  With  refpect 
to  the  allies,  me  declared,  that  France  offered  to 
make  the  Rhine  the  barrier  of  the  empire  •,  to  yield 
Brifac,  Fort  Kehl  and  Landau,  and  raze  all  the  for- 
treffes  both  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine  and  in  the 
iflands  of  that  river :  that  the  proteftant  intereft  in 
Germany  would  be  re-fettled  on  the  footing  of  the 
treaty  of  Weftphalia  :  that  the  Spanifh  Nether- 
lands, the  kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sardinia,  the 
dutchy  of  Milan,  and  the  places  belonging  to  Spain 
on  the  coaft  of  Tufcany,  might  be  yielded  to  his 
Imperial  majefty  •,  but  the  difpofition  of  Sicily  was 
not  yet  determined  :  that  the  demands  of  the  ftates- 
general  with  relation  to  commerce  and  the  barrier 
in  the  Low-Countries,  would  be  granted  with  a 
few  exceptions,  which  might  be  compenfated  by 
other  expedients  :  that  no  great  progrefs  had  yet 
been  made  upon  the  pretenfions  of  Portugal  •,  but 
that  thole  of  Pruflia  would  be  admitted  by  France 
without  much  difficulty:  that  the  difference  be- 
tween the  barrier  demanded  by  the  duke  of  Savoy 
in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  nine, 
and  that  which  France  now  offered,  was  very  jncon- 
fiderable:  that  the  elector  Palatine  fliould  main- 
tain his  prefent  rank  among  the  electors  :  and, 
that  France  would  acknowledge  the  electoral  dig- 
nity in  the  houie  of  Hanover.  Such  were  the 
conditions  which  the  queen  hoped  would  make 
fome  amends  to  her  fubjects  for  the  great  and  un- 
equal burden  they  had  borne  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  war.  She  concluded  with  faying, 
flie  made  no  doubt  but  they  were  fully  perfuaded, 
'  that  nothing  would  be  neglected  on  her  part  in  the 
H  4  progrcfs 
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A.C.  1712.  progrefs  of  this  negotiation,  to  bring  the  peace  to 
an  happy  and  fpeedy  iffue  -,  and  {he  expreffed  her 
dependence  upon  the  intire  confidence  and  chrar- 
ful  concurrence  of  her  parliament. 

taXe°ns  An  addrefs  of  thanks  and  approbation  was  irnme- 
articies.  diately  voted,  drawn  up,  and  prefented  to  the 
queen  by  the  commons  in  a  body.  When  the  houie 
of  lords  took  the  fpeech  into  confideration,  the  duke 
of  Marlborough  aiferted,  that  the  meatures  pur- 
fued  for  a  year  paft  were  directly  contrary  to  her 
majetly's  engagements  with  the  allies :  that  they 
fullied  the  triumphs  and  glories  of  her  reign ;  and 
would  render  the  Englifh  name  odious  to  all  na- 
tions. The  earl  of  Strafford  laid,  that  fome  of 
the  allies  would  not  have  fhewn  fuch  backward- 
nefs  to  a  peace,  had  not  they  been  perfuaded  and 
encouraged  to  carry  on  the  war  by  a  member  ci 
that  illuibious  afiembly,  who  maintained  a  fecret 
correfpondence  with  them,  and  fed  them  with 
hopes  that  they  would  be  fupported  by  a  ftrong 
party  in  England.  In  anfwer  to  this  inflnuation 
againft  Maryborough,  lord  Cowper  oblerved,  that  it 
could  never  be  fuggefted  as  a  crime  in  the  meaneft 
fubjecl,  much  lefs  in  any  member  of  that  auguft 
afiembly,  to  hold  correfpondence  with  the  allies  of 
the  nation  ;  fuch  allies,  efpecially,  whole  intereft 
her  majefly  had  declared  to  be  infeparable  from  her 
own,  in  her  fpeech  at  the  opening  of  the  fcflion ; 
whereas  it  would  be  a  hard  matter  to  juilify  and 
reconcile  either  with  our  laws,  or  with  the  laws  of 
honour  and  juftice,  the  conduct  of  fome  perfons, 
in  treating  clandeftinely  with  the  common  enemy, 
without  the  participation  of  the  allies.  This  was  a 
frivolous  argument.  A  correfpondence  with  any 
perfons  whatsoever  becomes  criminal,  when  it  tends 
to  foment  the  divifions  of  one's  country,  and  arm 
the  people  againft  their  fovereign.  If  England  had 

it 
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it  not  in  her  power,  without  infringing  the  lawsAtC<I7i: 
of  juftice  and  honour,  to  withdraw  heridf  from  a 
confederacy  which  fhe  could  no  longer  fupport, 
and  treat  for  peace  on  her  own  bottom,  then  was 
fhe  not  an  affociate,  but  a  (lave  to  the  alliance.  The 
earl  of  Godolphin  affirmed,  that  the  trade  to  Spain 
was  fuch  a  trifle  as  deferved  no  confideration  ^  and 
that  it  would  continually  diminifh  until  it  fliould 
be  in ti  rely  engrofTed  by  the  French  merchants, 
Notwithftanding  thele  jemonftrances  againft  the 
j-lan  of  peace,  the  majority  agreed  to  an  addrefs, 
in  which  they  thanked  the  queen  foi  her  extraor- 
dinary condeiccniion  in  communicating  thofe  con- 
ditions to  her  parliament  •,  and  exprefied  an  intire 
htisfaction  with  her  conduct.  A  motion  was  made 
:'or  a  claufe  in  the  addrefs,  defiring  her  majefty 
vould  take  fuch  meafures  in  concert  with  her 
lilies,  as  might  induce  them  to  join  with  her  in  a 
mituaj  guaranty.  A  debate  enfued  :  the  queftion 
vas  put,  and  the  claufe  rejected.  Several  noble- 
Tien  entered  a  proteft,  which  was  expunged  from 
lie  books  of  the  houie  by  the  decifion  of  the  ma- 
prity. 

In  the  houfe  of  commons  a  complaint  was  exhi- 
>ited  againft  bifhop  Fl<retwood,  who,  in  a  preface 
o  four  lermons  which  he  publifhed,  took  occafion 
o  extol  the  laft  miniftry,  at  the  expence  of  the 
jrefent  administration.  This  piece  was  voted  ma- 
. clous  and  factious,  tending  to  create  difcord  and 
edition  amongit  her  majefty's  fubjects  ;  and  con- 
firmed to  be  burned  by  the  hands  of  the  common 
kngman.  They  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  queen, 
iFuringhcrof  thejuft  fenfe  they  had  of  the  indig- 
rty  offered  to  her,  by  printing  and  publifliing  a 
Itter  from  the  ftates- general  to  her  majefty  ;  and 
cifiring  fhe  would  Ib  far  refent  fuch  infults  as  to 
g^e  no  anfwer  for  the  future  to  any  letters  or  me- 
iDrials  that  mould  b(j  thus  ufliered  into  the  world 

as 
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A  c.  171*.  as  inflammatory  appeals  to  the  public.  Mr.  Hamb- 
Morir*  for  den  moved  for  an  addrefs  to  her  majefty,   that  (he 
*fth"J"o*e  would  g!ve  particular  inftruftions  to  her  plenipo- 
teftantiuc    tentiaries,  that  in  the  conciufion  of  the  treaty  of 
vSeTi'Jthc  peace,  the  feveral  powers  in  alliance  with  her  ma- 
houfe  of     jefty  might  be  guarantees  for  the  proceftant  fuccef- 
>*oimions-    lion  in  the  illuftrious   houfe  of  Hanover.     The 
queftion  being  put,  was  carried  in  the  negative. 
Then  the  houie  relblved,  That  they  had  fuch  con- 
fidence in  the  repeated  declarations  her  majefty  had 
made  of  her   concern  for  aiTuring  to  thele  king- 
doms the  proreftant  fuccefllon  as  by  law  eftablifh- 
ed,  that  they  could   never  doubt   her  taking  the- 
proper  mealures  for  the  fecurity  thereof:  that  the 
houfe  would  fupport  her  again  it  faction  at  home 
and  her  enemies  abroad;  and  did  humbly  befeech 
her,  that  me  would  be  pleafed  to  difcountenance 
all  thole  who  mould  endeavour  to  raiie  jealoufies 
between  her  majefty  and  her  fubje&s  :  efpecially  by 
mifreprefenting  her  good  intentions  for  the  welfare 
of  her  people.     The  queen  was  extremely  pleafed 
with  this  refolution.     When  it  was  prefented,  (ht 
told  them,  that  they  had  mewn  themfelves  honef 
affertors  of  the  monarchy,  zealous  defenders  of  the 
conftitution,  and  real  friends  to  the  proteftant  luc 
ceffion.     She  thought  ihe  had  very  little  realon  tt 
countenance  a  compliment  of  Supererogation  to  ; 
prince  who  had  caballed  with  the  enemies  of  he 
adminiftration.     On  the   twenty  firit  day  of  Jun 
the  queen  doled  the  fefiion  with  a  fpeech,  expre' 
fing  her  fatisfaclion  at  the  add  rifles  and   fupplie 
fhe  had  received  ;  oblerving,  that  mould  the  trear 
be  broke  off,  their  burdens  would  be  at  leaft  coi- 
tinued,  if  not   increafed:   that  Britain  would  Ice 
the  prefent  opportunity  of  improving  her  own  cor- 
merce,  and  eftabiiihing  a  real  balance  of  power n 
Europe:  and,  that  though  fome  of  the  allies  mifit 
be  gainers  by  ji  continuance  of  the  war,,  the  rft 

'«  wold 
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would  fuffer  in  the  common  calamity.  Notwith  A'  c  »?«. 
(landing  the  ferment  of  the  people,  which  was 
now  rifen  to  a  very  dangerous  pitch,  addrefies  ap: 
proving  the  queen's  conduct  were  prefented  by  the 
city  of  London,  and  all  the  corporations  in  the 
kingdom  that  efpoufed  the  Tory  interefl.  At  this 
juncture  the  nation  was  fo  wholly  pofTefftd  by  the 
ipirit  of  party,  that  no  appearance  of  neutrality  or 
moderation  remained. 

During  thefe  tranfaftions  the  trenches  were  open- 
ed before  Quemoy,  and  the  fiege  carried  on  with 
uncommon  vigour  under  cover  of  the  forces  com- 
manded by  the  duke  of  Ormond.  This  nobleman, 
however,  having  received  a  copy  of  the  articles 
figned  by  the  marquis  de  Torcy,  and  frelh  inftruc- 
tions  from  the  queen,  fignified  to  prince  Eugene 
and  the  Dutch  deputies,  that  the  French  king  had  Theduktof 
agreed  to  leveral  articles  demanded  by  the  queen,  S™sChe«n 
as  the  foundation  of  an  armiftice ;  and  among  others,  no  linger 
to  put  the  Engltfh  troops  in  immediate  poUeffion  g^Tof 
of  Dunkirk  :  that  he  could  therefore  no  longer  Q««fi»7. 
cover  the  fiege  of  Quefnoy,  as  he  was  obliged  by 
his  inftructions  to  march  with  the  Britifh  troops 
and  thofe  in  the  queen's  pay  ;  and  declare  afufpen- 
fion  of  arms  as  foon  as  he  mould  be  pofTefied  of 
Dunkirk.  He  exprefled  his  hope,  that  they  would 
readily  acquidce  in  thefe  inftru&ions,  as  their  con- 
currence would  aft  as  the  mod  powerful  motive  to 
induce  the  queen  to  take  all  poflible  care  of  their 
interefts  at  the  congrefs  •,  and  he  endeavoured  to 
demonftrate,  that  Dunkirk,  as  a  cautionary  town, 
was  a  place  of  greater  confequence  to  the  allies 
than  Quefnoy.  The  deputies  defired  he  would 
delay  his  march  five  days,  that  they  might  have 
time  to  coniult  their  principals,  and  he  granted 
three  days  without  heiitation.  Prince  Eugene 
bbferved,  that  his  marching  off  with  the  Bntifh 
troops  and  the  foreigners  in  the  queen's  pay,  \vculd" 

leave 
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A.c.  17 ia.  leave  the  allies  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  but 
he  hoped  thefe  laft  would  not  obey  the  duke's  or- 
der. He  and  the  deputies  had  already  tampered 
with  their  commanding  officers,  who  abiblutely 
refufed  to  obey  the  duke  or"  Ormond,  alledging, 
that  they  could  not  feparate  from  the  confederacy 
without  exprefs  directions  from  their  rnafters,  to 
whom  they  had  difpatched  couriers.  An  extraor- 
dinary aflembly  of  the  ftates  was  immediately  lum- 
moned  to  meet  at  the  Hague.  The  minifters  of 
the  allies  were  invited  to  the  conferences.  At 
length,  the  princes,  whofe  troops  were  in  the  pay  of 
Britain,  allured  them  that  they  would  maintain  them 
under  the  command  of  prince  Eugene  for  one 
month  at  their  own  expence,  and  afterwards  fuf- 
tain  half  the  charge,  provided  the  oth-r  half  fnould 
be  defrayed  by  the  emperor  and  ftatcs- general. 

The  bifhop  of  Briftol  imparted  to  the  other 
plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht,  the  conceffions  which 
France  would  make  to  the  allies  -,  and  propofed  a 
fufpenfion  of  arms  for  two  months,  that  they  might 
treat  in  a  friendly  manner,  and  adjuit  the  demands 
of  all  the  confederates.  To  this  propoial  they 
made  no  other  aniwer,  but  that  they  had  no  in- 
ftructions  on  the  lubjedt.  Count  Zinzendorf,  the 
firft  Imperial  plenipotentiary,  preiented  a  memo- 
rial to  the  dates-general,  explaining  the  danger 
that  would  refult  to  the  common  caufe  from  a  cei- 
fation  of  arms ;  and  exhorting  them  to  perievere  in 
their  generous  and  vigorous  relblutions.  He  pro- 
pofed a  renewal  of  the  alliance  for  recovering  the 
Spanifh  monarchy  to  the  houfe  of  Auilria,  and  a 
certain  plan  for  profecuting  the  war  with  redoubled 
ardour.  Prince  Eugene,  in  order  to  dazzle  the 
confederates  with  fome  bold  enterprize,  detached 
major  general  Groveftein  with  fifteen  hundred  ca- 
valry, to  penetrate  intq  the  heart  of  France.  This 
officer,  about  the  middle  of  June,  advanced  into 

Cham- 
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Champagne,   paficd  the   Noire,   the   Maefe,    the  A  c.  ,7i2. 
Moielk,  and  the  Saar,  and   retired   to  Traerbach  irr«Ption 
with  a  rich  booty,  and  a  great  number  of  hoftages,  'ncoFrance 

'  *  &        . .  .,  &      '  by  general 

after  having  extorted  contributions  as  far  as  the  crcveftem. 
gates  of  Metz,  ravaged  the  country,  and  reduced 
a  great  number  of  villages  and  towns  to  allies. 
The  confirmation  produced  by  this  irruption 
readied  the  city  of  Paris  :  the  king  of  France  did 
not  think  himielf  late  at  Ve Ffailles  with  his  ordinary 
guards :  all  the  troops  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
capital  were  afiembled  about  the  palace.  Vilkrs- 
icnt  a  detachment,  after  Groveftein  as  foon  as  h« 
understood  his  deflination ;  but  the  other  had 
gained  a  day's  march  of  the  French  troops,  which 
had  the  mortification  to  follow  him  fo  clofe,  that 
they  found  the  flames  ftill  burning  in  the  villages 
he  had  deflroyed.  By  way  of  retaliation,  major- 
general  Pafteur,  a  famous  French  partizan,  made 
an  excurfion  beyond  Bergen-op-zoom,  and  ravaged 
the  ifland  of  Tertole,  belonging  to  Zealand. 

The  earl  of  Strafford  having  returned  to  Hol- 
land, propofed  a  ceflation  of  arms  to  the  ftates- 
general,  by  whom  it  was  rejected.     Then  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  army  of  the  duke  of  Ormond,  where 
he  arrived  in  a  few  days  after  the  reduction  of 
Quefhoy,  the   garrifon  of  which  were   made  pri-  ' 
loners  of  war  on  the  fourth  day  of  July.     By  this 
time  the  officers  of  the  foreign  troops  had  a  fecond  J 
time  refufed  to  obey  a  written  order  of  the  duke,  Britiih  Pay 
and iuch  a  fpirit  of  animofuy  began  to  prevail  be-  ^Vwkh 
tvveen  theEnglifh  and  the  allies,  that  it  was  judg-  the  duke  of 
ed  ablblwely  necefiary  to  effect  a  fpeedy  leparation.  Ormondi 
Prince  Eugene  rdblved  to  undertake  the  fiege  of 
Landrecy  :  a  defign  is  laid  to  have  been  formed  by 
the  German  generals  to  confine  the  duke,  on  pre- 
tence of  the  arrears  that  were  due  to  them  •,  and 
tliiarm  the  Britifh  troops,  left  they  mould  join  the 
French  army.     In  the  mean  time,  a  literary  corre- 
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A.C.  >-,z.  ipbndence  was  maintained  between  the  Englifh 
general,  and  the  marechal  de  Villars.  France  hav- 
ing confented  to  deliver  up  Dunkirk,  a  body  of 
troops  was  tranfported  from  England,  under  the 
command  of  brigadier  Hill,  who  took  pofieffion 
of  the  place  on  the  feventh  clay  of  July,  the  French 
garrilbn  retiring  to  Winoxberg.  On  the  fixteenth 
of  the  fame  month  prince  Eugene  marched  from 
his  camp  at  Hafpre,  and  was  followed  by  all  the 
auxiliaries  in  the  Britim  pay,  except  a  few  batta- 
lions of  the  troops  of  Holftein-Gottorp,  and 
Walef's  regiment  of  dragoons  belonging  to  the 
ftate  of  Liege. 

who  pro-         Landrecy  was  immediately  invefted,  while  the 
SrSnof  ^u^e  °f  Ormond  with  ^e  Englifh  forces  removed 
ara"°n  °    from  Chateau-Cambrefis,  and  encamped  at  Aveihe 
le  Seeg,  proclaimed  by  found  of  trumpet  a  cefla- 
tion  of  arms  for  two  months.     On  the  fame  day 
the  like  armiftice  was  declared  in  the  French  army. 
The  Dutch  were  fo  exafperated  at  the  ceffation  of 
the  Englifh  troops,  that  the  governors  would  not 
allow  the  earl  of  Strafford  to  enter  Bouchaine,  nor 
the  Britim  army  to  pafs  through  Douay,  though 
in  that  town  they  had  left  great  quantity  of  flores, 
together    with    their     general -holpital.       Prince 
Eugene  and  the  Dutch   deputies,  underftanding 
that  the  duke  of  Ormond  had  begun  his  march  to- 
wards Ghent,  began  to  be  in  pain  for  that  city, 
and  fent  count  NafTau  Woudenburg  to  fcim  with 
a  written  apology,  condemning  and  difavowing  the 
conduct  of  the   commandants  of  Bouchaine  and 
Douay  •,  but,   notwithftanding  thefe  excufes,   th« 
Englifh  troops  afterwards  met  with  the  fame  treat- 
ment at  Tournay,  Oudenarde,  and  Lifle:    infults 
which  were  relented   by  the  whole  Britilh  nation. 
•*  f«i«    The  duke,  however,  purfued  his  march,  and  took 
rue»«and    poffeflion  of  Ghent  and  Bruges  for  the  queen  of 
England  :  then  he  reinforced  the  garrifon  of  Dun- 
kirk, 
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kirk,  which  he  like  \vife  fupplied  with  artillery  and-4 •  -  '"!2: 
ammunition.  His  condud  was  no  lefs  agreeable 
to  his  Sovereign  than  mortifying  to  the  Dutch,  who 
never  dreamed  of  leaving  Ghent  and  Bruges  in  the 
hands  of  the  English,  and  were  now  fairly  outwit- 
ted, and  anticipated  by  the  motions  and  expedi- 
tion of  the  Bridm  general. 

The  lofs  of  the  Britiih  forces  was  foon  feverely  The  alI;M 
felt  in  the  allied  army.  Villars  attacked  afeparate  defeated  at 
body  of  their  troops  encamped  at  Denain,  under  De 
the  command  of  the  earl  of  Albemarle.  Their 
intrenchments  were  forced,  and  feventeen  bat- 
talions either  killed  or  taken.  The  earl  himfelf 
and  all  the  furviving  officers  were  made  prifoners. 
Five  hundred  waggons  loaded  with  bread,  twelve 
pieces  of  brafs  cannon,  a  large  quantity  of  ammu- 
nition and  provifions,  a  great  number  of  horfes, 
and  a  confide;  able  booty  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy  -,  and  this  advantage  they  gained  in  fight  of 
prince  Eugene,  who  advanced  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Schelde  to  fuftain  Albemarle ;  but  the  bridge 
over  that  river  was  broke  down  by  accident ;  fo 
that  he  was  prevented  from  lending  the  leaft  affif- 
tance.  Villars  immediately  inverted  Marchiennes, 
where  the  principal  (lores  of  the  allies  were  lodged. 
The  place  was  furrendered  on  the  laft  day  of  July  ; 
and  the  garrifon,  confiding  of  five  thoufand  men, 
were  conducted  prifoners  to  Valenciennes.  He 
afterwards  undertook  the  fiege  of  Douay  •,  an  en- 
terprize,  in  confequence  of  which  prince  Eugene 
abandoned  his  defign  on  Landrecy,  and  marched 
towards  the  French,  in  order  to  hazard  an  engage- 
ment. The  ftatcs,  however,  would  not  run  the 
rifque  ;  and  the  prince  had  the  mortification  to  fee 
Douay  reduced  by  the  enemy.  He  could  not  even 
prevent  their  retaking  Queinoy  and  Bouchaine,  of 
which  places  they  were  in  pcfieflion  before  the 
tenth  day  of  October  j  while  the  allies  enjoyed  no 

other 
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-A.C.  1712.  other  compenfation  for  their  great  lofles,  but  the 
conqueft  of  fort  Knocque,  which  was  furprifed  by 
one  of  their  partifans. 

Kogrefsof  The  Britim  minifters  at  the  congrefs  continued 
Sncwtt "  to  prefs  the  Dutch  and  other  allies  to  join  in  the 
utrechr.  armiftice ;  but  they  were  deaf  to  the  propofal,  and 
concerted  meafures  for  a  vigorous  profecution  of 
the  war.  Then  the  earl  of  Strafford  infifted  upon 
their  admitting  to  the  congrefs  the  plenipotentiaries 
of  king  Philip  ;  but  he  found  them  equally  averfe 
to  this  expedient.  In  the  beginning  of  Auguft 
fecretary  St.  John,  now  created  lordvifcountBoling- 
broke,  was  lent  to  the  court  of  Verfailles  incognito, 
to  remove  all  obftruftions  to  the  treaty  between 
England  and  France.  He  was  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Prior  and  the  abbe  Guakier,  treated  with  the 
moft  diftinguifhed  marks  of  relpeft,  care/Ted  by 
the  French  king  and  the  marquis  de  Torcy,  with 
whom  he  adjuited  the  principal  interefls  of  the 
duke  of  Savoy  and  the  elector  of  Bavaria.  He 
fettled  the  time  and  manner  of  the  renunciations, 
and  agreed  to  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  by  fea  and  land 
for  four  months  between  the  crowns  of  France 
and  England  ;  which  was  accordingly  proclaimed 
at  Paris  and  London.  This  negotiation  being 
fmifhed  in  a  few  days,  Bolingbroke  returned  to 
England,  and  Prior  remained  as  refident  at  the 
court  of  France.  The  ftates-general  breathed  no- 
thing but  war  :  the  penfionary  Heinfius  pronoun- 
ced an  oration  in 'their  aflembly,  reprefenting  the 
impoffibility  of  concluding  a  peace  without  lofing 
the  fruits  of  all  the  blood  and  treafure  they  had 
expended.  The  conferences  at  Utrecht  were  in- 
terrupted by  a  quarrel  between  the  domcdics  of 
Menager  and  thole  of  the  count  de  Rechteren,  one 
of  the  Dutch  plenipotentiaries.  The  populace  in- 
fill ted  the  earl  of  Straftbrd  and  the  marquis  del 
Borgo,  minifter  of  Savoy,  whofe  mailer  was  re- 
ported 
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ported   to  have   agreed  to  the  armiftice.     Thefe AtC-  J712- 
<obftru6tions  being  removed,  the  conferences  were 
renewed,   and  the  Britim  plenipotentiaries  exerted 
all  their  rhetoric  both  in  public  and  private  to  en- 
gage   the   allies   in   the  queen's  meafures.      I  he 
duke  of  Savoy  was  prevailed  upon  to  acquiefce  in 
the   offers  of  France.      Mr.  Thomas   Harley  had 
been  fent  ambaiTador   to  Hanover,  with  a  view  to 
perfuade  the  eleclor  that  it  would  be  for  his  intereft 
to  co-operate  with  her  majefty :  but  that  prince's 
refokmon   was    already    taken.       "  Whenever   it 
"  fhall  pleafe  God  (laid  he)    to   call   me  to  the 
"  throne  of  Britain,  I  hope  to  aft  as  becomes  me 
*'  for  the  advantage  of  my  people  :  in  the  mean 
*'  time  fpeak  to  me  as  to  a  German  prince,  and  a 
"  prince  of  the  empire."     Nor  was  me  more  fuc- 
ceisful  in  her  endeavours  to  bring  over  the  king  of 
Pruffia  to  her  ientiments.     Lord  Lexington  was 
appointed  ambaflador  to  Madrid,  where  king  Philip 
folemnly  fwore  to  obferve  the  renunciation,  which 
was  approved  and  confirmed  by  the  Cortez.     The 
like  renunciation  to  the  crown  of  Spain  was  after- 
wards made  by  the  princes  of  France  :  and  Philip 
was  declared  incapable  offucceeding  to  the  crown 
of  that  realm.     The   court  of  Portugal  held  out 
againft  the  remonftrances  of  England,  until  the 
marquis  Bay  invaded  that  kingdom  at  the  head  of 
twenty  thoufand  men,  and  undertook  the  fiege  of 
Campo- Major,  and  they  found  they  had  no  longer 
any  hope  of  being  afiifted  by  her  Britannic  majefty. 
The  Portuguefe  minifter   at  Utrecht  figned  the 
fufpenfion  of  arms  on  the  feventh  day  of  Novem- 
ber, and  excufed  this  ftep  to  the  allies,  as  the  pure 
effect  of  neccflity.     The  Englifh  troops  in  Spain 
were  ordered  to  feparate  from  the  army  of  count 
Starembtrg,  and  march  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Barcelona,  where  they  were  embarked  on  board  of 
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A.  c.  1711.  an  Englifa    fquadron,    commanded  by  Sir  John 
Jennings,  and  tranlported  to  Minorca. 

The  campaign  being  at  an  end  in  the  Nether- 
lands, the  duke  of  Ormond  returned  to  England, 
where  the  party- dilputes  were  become  more  violent 
,  than  ever.     The  Whigs  affected  to  celebrate  the 

anniverfary  of  the  late  king's  birth-day  in  London 
with  extraordinary  rejoicings.     Mobs  were  hired 
by  both  factions,  and  the  whole  city  was  rilled  with 
riot  and  uproar.     A  ridiculous  Icheme  was  con- 
trived  to   frighten  the  lord-treafurer    with  fome 
fquibs  in  a  band-box,  which  the  minifters  magni- 
fied into   a  conspiracy.     The  duke  of  Hamilton 
having  been  appointed  ambaffador  extraordinary 
to  the  court  of  France,  the  Whigs  were  alarmed, 
on  the  fuppofition  that  this  nobleman  favoured  the 
pretender.     Some  diipute  arifing  between  the  duke 
and   lord   Mohun   on   the  fubject  of  a  law  fuit, 
furnimed  a  pretence  for  a  quarrel.     Mohun,  who 
had  twice  been  tried  for  murder,  and  was  counted 
a  mean  tool,  as  well  as  the  Hector  of  the  Whig 
party,  fent  a  meflage  by  general  Macartney  to  the 
duke,  challenging  him   to   fingie  combat.     The 
principals  met  by  appointment  in  Hyde  park,  at- 
tended by  Macartney  and  colonel  Hamilton.   They 
2StonHan"d  f°ugnt  witn  luch  f"ry»  tnat  Mohun  was  killed  upon 
jrrd  Mohun  the  fpot,  and  the  duke  expired  before  he  could  be 
lid**"1*  conveyed  to  his  own  houfe.     Macartney  di (appear- 
ed, and  efcaped  in  difguife  to  the  continent.     Co- 
lonel Hamilton   declared  upon    oath    before  the 
privy-council,  that  when  the  principals  engaged, 
he  and  Macartney  followed   their  example  :  that 
Macartney  was  immediately  difarmed  ;    but  the 
colonel  feeing  the  duke  fall  upon  his  antagonift, 
threw  away  the  fwprds,   and  ran  to  life  him  up : 
that  while  he  was  employed  in  raifing  the  duke, 
Macartney  having  taken  up  one  of  the  fwords, 
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flabbed  his  grace  over  Hamilton's  moulder,  and  4-c«1r1*. 
retired  immediately.  A  proclamation  was  ifTued, 
promiimg  a  reward  of  five  hundred  pounds  to 
thole  who  mould  apprehend  or  difcover  Macartney, 
and  the  dutchefs  of  Hamilton  offered  three  hun- 
dred pounds  for  the  fame  purpofe.  The  Tories 
exclaimrd  againft  this  event  as  a  party-duel :  they 
treated  Macartney  as  a  cowardly  afiaffin  ;  and  af- 
firmed, that  the  Whigs  had  polled  others  of  the 
fame  itamp  all  around  Hyde-park,  in  cafe  the  duke 
of  Hamilton  had  triumphed  over  his  antagoniftj 
and  efcaped  the  treachery  of  Macartney.  The 
Whigs,  on  the  other  hand,  affirm,  that  it  was  alto- 
gether a  private  quarrel :  that  Macartney  was  in- 
tircly  innocent  of  the  perfidy  laid  to  his  charge  : 
that  he  afterwards  fubmittcd  to  a  fair  trial,  at 
which  colonel  Hamilton  prevaricated  in  giving  his 
evidence,  and  was  contradicted  by  the  teftimony 
of  divers  perfons  who  faw  the  combat  at  a  diftance. 
The  duke  of  Marlborough  hearing  himiclf  accufed 
as  the  author  of  thofe  par  ty-rni  [chiefs,  and  feeing  ' 
his  enemies  grow  every  day  more  and  more  im-  \ 
placable,  thought  proper  to  retire  to  the  continent, < 
whither  he  was  followed  by  his  dutchefs.  His 
friend  Godolphin  had  died  in  September,  with  the 
general  character  of  an  able,  cool,  difpaflionate 
minifter,  who  had  rendered  himfelf  neceflary  to 
four  fuccefllve  fovereigns,  and  managed  the  fin- 
ances with  equal  (kill  and  integrity,  fhs  duke  of 
Shrewfbury  was  nominated  ambaffador  to  France, 
in  the  room  of  the  duke  of  Hamilton  :  the  duke. 
D'  Aumont  arrived  ;it  London  in  the  fame  quality 
from  the  court  of  Verfailles  ;  and  about  the  fame 
time  the  queen  granted  an  audience  to  the  marquis 
dc  Monteleone,  whom  Phiiip  had  appointed  one 
of  his  plenipotentiaries  at  thecongrefs. 

In  vain  had  the  Britim  minifters  in  Holland  en-_ 
deavoured  to  overcome  the  obftinacy  of  the  ft; 
I  2  if*"-** 
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A.  c.  1711.  general,  by  alternate  threats,  promlfes,  and  argu- 
ments. In  vain  did  they  reprefcnt,  that  the  confe* 
deracy  againft  France  could  be  no  longer  fupported 
with  any  profpect  of  fuccefs  :  that  the  queen's  aim 
had  been  to  procure  reaibnable  terms  for  her  allies; 
but  that  their  opp'ofition  to  her  meafures  prevented 
her  fiom  obtaining  fuch  conditions  as  me  would 
have  a  right  to  demand  in  their  favour,  were  they 
unanimous  in  their  confutations.  In  November, 
the  earl  of  StrafTord  prefented  a  new  plan  of  peace, 
in  which  the  queen  promifed  to  infift  upon  France's 
ceding  to  the  ftates  the  city  of  Tournay,  and  fome 
other  places,  which  they  could  not  expe<5t  to  pofifds, 
mould  me  conclude  a  feparate  treaty.  They  now 
began  to  waver  in  their  councils.  The  firft  tran- 
fports  of  their  refentment  having  fubfided,  they 
plainly  perceived  that  the  continuation  of  the  war 
would  intail  upon  them  a  burthen  which  they  could 
•  not  bear,  efpecially  fmce  the  duke  of  Savoy  and 
the  king  of  Portugal  had  deferted  the  alliance  :  be- 
fides,  they  were  daggered  by  the  affair  of  the  new 
barrier,  lo  much  more  advantageous  than  that 
which  France  had  propofedin  the  beginning  of  the 
conferences.  They  were  influenced  by  another 
motive  :  namely,  th?  apprehenfion  of  new  mifchiefs 
to  the  empire  from  the  king  of  Sweden,  whofe  af- 
fairs feemed  to  take  a  favourable  turn  at  the  Otto- 
man Porte,  through  the  intercemon  of  the  French 
monarch.  The  czar  and  king  Auguftus  had  pene- 
trated into  Pomerania  :  the  king  of  Denmaik  had 
taken  Staden,  reduced  Bremen,  and  laid  Hamburgh 
under  contribution  •,  but  count  Steenbock  the 
Swedifh  general  defeated  the  Danifli  army  in 
Mecklenburg,  ravaged  Holftein  with  great  bar- 
barity, and  reduced  the  town  of  Altena  to  afties. 
The  grand  fignor  threatened  to  declare  war  againft 
\  the  czar,  on  pretence  that  he  had  not  performed 
effenrial  articles  of  the  late  peace  3  but  his 

real 
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real  motive  was  an  inclination  tofupport  the  king  A.  c,  i711, 
of  Sweden.  This  difpofition,  however,  was  de- 
feated by  a  powerful  party  at  the  Porte,  which  was 
averfe  to  war.  Charles,  who  ftill  remained  at  Bon- 
der, was  defired  to  return  to  his  own  kingdom, 
and  given  to  underftand,  that  the  fultan  would  pro- 
cure him  a  fafe  paflage.  He  treated  the  perfon 
who  brought  this  intimation  with  the  moft  out- 
rageous infolence,  rejected  the  propofal,  fortified 
his  houfe,  and  refolved  to  defend  himlelf  to  the 
laft  extremity.  Being  attacked  by  a  considerable 
body  of  Turkifh  forces,  he  and  his  attendants 
fought  with  the  moft  frantic  valour.  They  flew 
fome  hundreds  of  the  aflailants  ;  but,  at  laft,  they 
fet  fire  to  the  houfe :  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to 
furrender  himfelf  and  his  followers,  who  were  ge- 
nerally fold  for  (laves.  He  himfelf  was  conveyed 
under  a  ftrong  guard  to  Adrianople.  Mean  while 
the  czar  landed  with  an  army  in  Finland,  which 
he  totally  reduced.  Steenbock  maintained  himfelf 
in  Tonningen,  until  all  his  fupplies  were  cut  off-, 
and  then  he  was  obliged  to  diliver  himfelf  and  his 
troops  prifoners  of  war.  But  this  reverie  was  not 
foreleen  when  the  Dutch  dreaded  a  rupture  be- 
tween the  Porte  and  the  Mufcovites,  and  were: 
given  to  underftand,  that  the  Turks  would  revive 
the  troubles  in  Hungary.  In  that  cafe,  they  knew 
the  emperor  v/ould  recal  great  part  of  his  troops 
from  the  Netherlands,  where  the  burden  of  the 
war  muft  lie  upon  their  moulders.  After  various 
confultations^in  their  different  aiTemblies,  they  came 
into  the  queen's  meafures,  and  figned  the  barrier- tlu'  i" 
treaty. 

Then  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  four  afTociated 
circles  prefented  a  remonftrance  to  the  Britifh 
-tninifters  at  Utrecht,  imploring  tne  queen's  inter- 
pofition  in  their  favour,  that  they  might  not  be 
left  in  the  milerable  condition  to  which  they  had 
I  3  been 
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A.  c.  ijiz.  been  reduced  by  former  treaties.  They  were  given 
to  underftand,  that  if  they  fhould  not  obtain  what 
they  defired,  they  themfelves  would  be  juftly 
blamed  as  the  authors  of  their  difappointment  -, 
that  they  had  been  deficient  in  furnifhing  their 
proportion  of  troops  and  other  necefifarics ;  and 
left  the  whole  burden  of  the  war  to  fall  upon  the 
queen  and  the  ftates  in  the  Netherlands:  that 
when  a  ceflation  was  judged  neafiary,  they  had 
deferred  her  majefty  to  follow  the  chimerical  projects 
of  prince  Eugene  :  that  while  (he  profecuted  the 
war  with  the  utmoft  vigour,  they  had  acted  with 
coldnefs  and  indifference  -,  but  when  fhe  inclined 
to  peace  they  began  to  exert  themfelves  in  profe- 
cuting  hoftilities  v/ith  uncommon  eagernefs :  that, 
neverthelefs,  fhe  would  not  abandon  their  interefts, 
but  endeavour  to  procure  for  them  as  good  condi- 
tion,s  as  their  prepofterous  conduct  would  allow  her 
d!ies°be-r  to  demand.  Even  the  emperor's  plenipotentiaries 
come  more  began  to  talk  in  more  moderate  terms.  Zinzen- 
traftabie.  ^Q^-  Declared,  tnat  j^  mafter  was  very  well  difpofed 
to  promote  a  general  peace  ;  and  no  longer  infifted 
on  a  cefllon  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy  to  the  houfe 
of  Auftria.  Philip's  minifters,  together  with  thofe 
of  Bavaria  and  Cologne,  were  admitted  to  the 
congrefs ;  and  now  the  plenipotentiaries  of  Britain 
acled  as  mediators  for  the  rrft  of  the  allies. 

The  pacification  between  France  and  England 
was  retarded,  however,  by  fome  unforefeen  difficul- 
ties that  arofe  in  ad j lifting  the  commerce  and  the 
limits  of  the  countries  poflefled  by  both  nations  in 
North-America.  A  long  difpute  enfued;  and  the 
tfuke  of  Shrewfhury  and  Prior  held  many  confe- 
rences with  the  French  miniftry  :  at  length,  it  was 
compromifed,  though  not  much  to  the  advantage 
of  Great-Britain  ;  and  the  Englifh  plepipotenti-' 
aries  received  an  order,  to  fign  a  feparate  treaty. 
They  declared  to  the  minifters  of  the  other  powers, 

that; 
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that  they  and  fome  other  plenipotentiaries  were  A- c- 17J2- 
ready   to   fign    their    refpe&ive    treaties   on  the 
eleventh  day  of  April.     Count  Zinzendorf  endea- 
voured to  poftpone  this  tranfacYion,  until  he  fhould 
be  furnifhed  with  frefli  inductions  from  Vienna ; 
and  even  threatened  that  if  the  dates  fliould  fign 
the    peace  contrary  to    his  defire,    the   emperor 
would  immediately  withdraw  his  troops  from  the 
Netherlands.   The  minifters  of  Great- Britain  agreed  Rur«et. 
with  thofe  of  France,  that  his   Imperial  majefly  Hale? 
fhould  have  time  to  coniider  whether  he  would  or£a:nbcrri' 
would  not  accept  the  proposals ;   but  this  time  was  Sfct'. 
extended  no  farther  than  the  firft  day  of  June  ;  ncr 
would   they  agree   to  a  ceflation  of  arms  during  broke! 
that  interval.     Mean  while  the  peace  with  France  The  ?««• 
\vas  figned  in  different  treaties  by  the  plenipotenti-^13/7^- 
aries  of  Great -Britain,  Savoy,    Pruflia,  Portugal, :. 
and  the  ftates- general.     On   the  fourteenth  day  of  Voltaire, 
the  month  the  Britiili  plenipotentiaries  delivered  to'rindai. 
count  Zinzendorf  in  writing,    "  Offers   and  de-  Jfih/J*" 
"  mands  of  the  French  king  for  making  peace 
"  with  the  houfe  of  Aullria   and    the  empire. "r'u<slu 
The    court   and   the   minifters    of    the   German 
princes  exclaimed  againft  the  infolence  of  France, 
which  had  not  even  beftowed  the  title  of  emperor 
on  Jofeph  •,    but   wanted  to  impofe  terms  upon 
them  with  relation  to  the  ele&ors  of  Cologne  and 
Bavaria. 

The  treaties  of  peace  and  commerce  between  A.C.  1713. 
England  and  France  being  ratified  by  the  queen 
of  England,  the  parliament  was  aflembled  on  the 
ninth  day  of  April.  The  que:jn  told  them  the 
treaty  was  figned,  and  that  in  a  few  days  the  rati- 
fications would  be  exchanged.  She  iald,  what  {he 
had  done  for  the  proteftant  iucceflion,  and  the  per- 
fect friendfhip  fubfifting  between  her  and  the  houfe 
of  Hanover,  would  convince-  thole  who  wiihecl 
well  to  both,  and  defired  the  quiet  and  lafety  of 
1 4  their 
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A.C.  i7i3.  ^i,.  country,  how  vain  all  attempts  were  to  divide 
them.  She  left  it  intirely  to  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons to  determine  what  force  might  be  neceffary 
for  the  fecurity  of  trade  by  fea,  and  for  guards  and 
garrilbns.  "  Make  yourfclves  fafe  (faidme)and 
"  i  fnall  be  fatisfied.  Next  to  the  protection  of 
*'  the  divine  providence,  I  depend  upon  the  loy- 
"  alty  and  affection  of  my  people.  I  want  no 
"  other  guaranty."  She  recommended  to  their 
protection  thole  brave  men  who  had  expofed  their 
lives  in  the  fervice  of  their  country,  and  could  not 
be  employed  in  time  of  peace.  She  defired  they 
would  concert  proper  meafures  for  eafmg  the  fo- 
reign trade  of  the  kingdom;  for  improving  and 
encouraging  manufactures  and  the  fifhery ;  and  for 
employing  the  hands  of  idle  people.  She  expreffed 
her  difpleafure  at  the  fcandalous  and  feditious  libels 
which  had  been  lately  publiftied.  She  exhorted 
them  to  confider  of  new  laws  to  prevent  this  licen  - 
tioufnefs,  as  well  as  for  putting  a  flop  to  the  im- 
pious practice  of  duelling.  She  conjured  them  to 
uie  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  calm  the  minds  of 
men  at  home,  that  the  arts  of  peace  might  be  cul- 
tivated ;  and  that  groundleis  jealoufies  contrived 
by  a  faction,  and  fomented  by  party- rage,  might 
not  effect  that  which  their  foreign  enemies  could 
not  accomplim.  This  was  the  language  of  a  pious, 
candid,  and  benevolent  fovereign,  who  loved  her 
fubjects  with  a  truly  parental  affection.  The  par- 
Bmh  haif«  liament  confid.°red  her  in  that  light.  Each  houfe 
wnt'cTa  prefented  her  with  a  warm  addrels  of  thanks  and 
graiuiate  congratulation,  exprefiing  in  particular,  their  in- 
L  '  J-Thc"  violable  attachment  to  the  proteftant  fucceffion  in 
!•"«•  the  ilhiftrious  houfe  of  Hanover.  The  ratifica- 
tions of  the  treaty  being  exchanged,  the  peace  was 
proclaimed  on  the  fifth  of  May,  with  the  ufual  ce- 
remonies, to  the  inexpreffible  joy  of  the  nation  in 
general  i  and  it  was  about  this  period,  that  the 
,  -  chevalier 
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chevalier  de  St  George  conveyed  a  printed  re- A•c•'713• 
monftrance  to  the  minifters  at  Utrecht,  folemnly 
protefling  againft  all  that  might  he  Itipulated  to 
his  prejudice.  The  commons,  in  a  fecond  addrefs, 
had  befought  her  majefty  to  communicare  to  the 
houfe  in  due  time  the  treaties  of  peace  and  com- 
merce with  France  •,  and  now  they  were  produced 
by  Mr.  Benfon  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 

By  the  treaty  of  peace  the  French  king  obliged 
himlelf  to  abandon  the  pretender,  acknowledge  the  *~ 
qusen's  title  and  the  proteftant  fucceiTion  ;  to  raze 
the  fortifications  of  Dunkirk  within  a  limited  time,  ."" 
on  condition  of  receiving  an  equivalent :  to  cede 
Newfoundland,  Hudfon's-bay,  and  St.  Chrilto-  Subftanceof 
pher's,  to  England ;  but,  the  French  were  left  in  J^™^ 
pofieffion  of  Cape  Breton,  and  at  liberty  to  dry 
their  filh  on  Newfoundland.  By  the  treaty  of  corn-  ' 
nierce  a  free  trade  was  eflabliihed,  according  to 
the  tariff  of  the  year  one  thouiand  fix  hundred  and 
fixty-four,  except  in  Come  commodities  that  were 
fubjected  to  new  regulations  in  the  year  fixteen 
hundred  and  ninety-nine.  It  was  agreed,  That  no 
other  duties  mould  be  impofed  on  the  productions 
of  France  imported  into  England,  than  thole  that 
were  layed  on  the  fame  commodities  from  other 
countries  :  and,  That  commiiTaries  ihould  meet  at 
London  to  adjuft  all  matters  relating  to  com- 
merce :  as  for  the  tariff  with  Spain,  it  was  not  yet 
rmifhed.  It  was  ftipulated,  That  the  emperor 
fhould  poffefs  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  the  dutchy 
of  Milan,  and  the  Spanifh  Netherlands.  That  the 
duke  of  Savoy  mould  enjoy  Sicily,  with  the  title  of 
king  :  That  the  fame  title,  with  the  ifland  of  Sar- 
dinia, fhould  be  allotted  to  the  elector  of  Bavarh, 
as  an  indemnification  for  his  lofies :  That  the  ftates- 
general  mould  reftore  Lille  and  its  dependencies  : 
and,  That  Namur,  Charleroy,  Luxemburg,  Ypres, 
and  Newport,,  mould  be  added  to  the  other  places 

they 
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A*  c»  »7'3«  they  already  pofFefled  in  Flanders.  That  the  king 
of  Pruffia  mould  have  Upper  Gueldres,  in  lieu  of 
Orange  and  the  other  eitates  belonging  to  that 
family  in  Franche  Comte.  The  king  of  Portugal 
was  fatisfied  ;  and  the  firft  day  of  June  was  fixed 
as  the  period  of  time  granted  to  the  emperor  for 
confideration. 

Ob'eftions  A  ^av  being  appointed  by  the  commons  to  de- 
t«  the  treaty  liberate  upon  the  treaty  of  commerce,  veryjuft 
~  anc^  weigntv  objections  were  made  to  the  eighth 
and  ninth  articles,  importing,  That  Great-Britain 
and  France  fhould  mutually  enjoy  all  the  privi- 
leges in  trading  with  each  other,  that  either  grant- 
ed to  the  moft  favoured  nation  -,  and  that  no  higher 
cuftoms  mould  be  exacted  from  the  commodities 
of  Frartce,  than  thofe  that  were  drawn  from  the 
fame  productions  of  any  other  people.  The  ba- 
lance of  trade  having  long  inclined  to  the  fide  of 
France,  fevere  duties  had  been  laid  on  all  the  pro-  , 
auctions  and  manufactures  of  .that  kingdom,  fo  as 
almoft  to  amount  to  a  total  prohibition.  Some 
members  obferved,  that,  by  the  treaty  between 
.England  and  Portugal,  the  duties  charged  upon 
the  wines  of  that  country,  were  lower  than  thofe 
layed  upon  the  wines  of  France  :  that  mould  they 
now  be  reduced  to  an  equality,  the  difference  of 
freight  was  fo  great,  that  the  French  wines  would 
be  found  much  cheaper  than  thofe  of  Portugal  ; 
and,  as  they  were  more  agreeable  to  the  tafte  of 
the  nation  in  general,  there  would  be  no  market 
for  the  Portuguefe  wines  in  England  :  that  fhould 
this  be  the  cafe,  the  Englifh  would  lofe  their  trade 
•with  Portugal,  the  moft  advantageous  of  any  • 
traffic  which  they  now  carried  on  :  for  it  confumed 
a  great  quantity  of  their  manufactures,  and  re  • 
turned  a  yearly  fum  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
in  gold.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Gould,  formerly  gover- 
nor of  the  bank,  affirmed,  that  as  France  had,  fince 

the 
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the  revolution,  encouraged  woollen  manufactures,  V0-  'T'j. 
and  prepared  at  home  leveral  commodities  which 
formerly  they  drew  from  England ;  fo  the  Englifli 
had  learned  to  make  fiik  fluffs,  paper,  and  all  man- 
ner of  toys  formerly  imported  from  France  :  by 
which  means,  an  infinite  number  of  artificers  was 
employed,  and  a  vaft  fum  annually  faved  to  the 
nation  :  but  thefe  people  would  now  be  reduced 
to  beggary,  and  that  money  loft  again  to  the 
kingdom,  mould  French  commodities  of  the  fame 
kind  be  imported  under  ordinary  duties,  becaufe 
labour  was  much  cheaper  in  France  than  in  Eng-  4 
land,  confequenly  the  Britifh  manufactures  would 
be  underfold  and  ruined.  He  urged,  that  the  ruin 
of  the  filk  manufacture  would  be  attended  with 
another  difadvantage.  Great  quantities  of  woollen 
cloths  were  vended  in  Italy  and  Turky,  in  conie- 
quence  of  the  raw  filk  which  the  Englifh  mer- 
chants bought  up  in  thofe  countries  ;  and,  fhould 
the  filk  manufacture  at  home  be  loft,  thofe  markets 
for  Britim  commodities  would  fail  of  courfe.  Others 
alledged,  that  if  the  articles  of  commerce  had  been 
fettled  before  the  Englifh  troops  feparated  from 
thofe  of  the  confederates,  the  French  king  would  * 
not  have  prefumed  to  infift  upon  fuch  terms,  but 
have  been  glad  to  comply  with  more  moderate  con- 
ditions. Sir  William  Wyndham  reflected  on  the 
late  miniftry,  for  having  neglected  to  make  an  ad- 
vantageous peace  when  it  was  in  their  power.  He 
faid,  that  Portugal  would  always  have  occafion  for 
the  woollen  manufactures  and  the  corn  of  Eng- 
land., and  be  obliged  to  buy  them  at  all  events. 
After  a  violent  debate,  the  hcufe  refolved,  by  a 
great  majority,  That  a  tyll  mould  be  brought  in 
to  make  good  the  eighth  and  ninth  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  commerce  with  France.  Againft  thefe 
articles,  however,  the  Portuguefe  minifter  prefented 
a  memorial,  declaring,  that  mould  the  duties  on 

Frencl^ 
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A.  p.  1713.  French  wines  be  lowered  to  the  fame  level  with 
thole  that  were  layed  on  the  wines  of  Portugal,  his 
mafter  would  renew  the  prohibition  of  the  woollen 
manufactures,  and  other  products  of  Great-Bri- 
*  tain.  Indeed  all  the  trading  part  of  the  nation  ex- 
clained  againft  the  treaty  of  commerce,  which  feems 
to  have  been  concluded  in  a  hurry,  before  the  mi- 
niftefs  fully  underflood  the  nature  of  the  fubject. 
This  precipitation  was  owing  to  the  fears  that  their 
endeavours  after  peace  would  mifcarry,  from  the 
intrigues  of  the  Whig  faction,  and  the  obflinate 
opposition  of  the  confederates. 

The  commons  having  granted  an  aid  of  two 

(hillings  in  the  pound,  proceeded    to  renew  the 

duty  on  malt  for  another  year,  and  extended  this 

tax  to  the  whole  ifland,  notwithftanding  the  warm 

remonflrances  of  the  Scottim  members,  who  repre- 

fented  it  as  a  burden    which  their  country  could 

thinSt00  not  bear.     They  infifted  upon  an  exprefs  article  of 

mfor       tne  union    ftipulating,  That  no  duty  mould   be 

Scotland,       .          ,  ,  i       •       r        i       j      s      •  i 

layed  on  the  malt  in  Scotland  during  the  war, 
which  they  affirmed  was  not  yet  rimmed,  inafmuch 
as  the  peace  with  Spain  had  not  been  proclaimed. 
During  the  adjournment  of  the  parliament,  on  ac- 
count of  the  Whitiun- holidays,  the  Scots  of  both 
houfes  laying  afide  all  party-diftinctions,  met  and 
deliberated  on  this  fubjcct.  They  deputed  the  duke 
of  Argyle,  the  earl  of  Mar,  Mr.  Lockhart,  and 
Mr.  Cockburne,  to  lay  their  grievances  before  the 
queen.  They  represented,  that  their  countrymen 
bore  with  impatience  the  violation  of  fome  articles 
of  the  union  5  and  that  the  impofition  of  fuch  an 
infupportable  burden  as  the  malt- tax,  would  in  all 
probability  prompt  them  to  declare  the  union  dif- 
folved.  The  queen,  alarmed  at  this  remonftrance, 
anfwered,  that  fhe  wifhed  they  might  not  have 
caufe  to  repent  of  fuch  a  precipitate  resolution  ; 
but  fjie  would  endeavour  to  make  all  things  eafy. 

On 
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On  the  firft  day  of  June,  the  carl  of  Findlater,  in  A  c-  >7*3. 
the  houie  of  peers,  reprefented  that  the  Scottifti 
nation  was  aggrieved  in  many  inftances :  that  they 
were  deprived  of  a  privy  council ;  fubjeeted  to  the 
Engtifli  laws  in  cafes  of  treafon  •,  that  their  nobles 
were  rendered  incapable  of  being  created  Britifli 
peers :  and  that  now  they  were  opprefied  with  the 
infupportable  burden  of  a  malt- tax,  when  they  had 
reafon  to  expect  they  ihould  reap  the  benefits  of 
peace  :  he  therefore  moved,  that  leave  might  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  diffblving  the  union, 
and  fecuring  the  proteftant  fucceffion  in  the  houle 
of  Hanover.  The  lord  North  and  Grey  affirmed, 
that  the  complaints  of  the  Scots  were  groundlefs ; 
that  the  difiolution  of  the  union  was  impractica-  fJive  the 
ble  -,  and  he  made  fome  farcaftic  reflections  on  the  union* 
poverty  of  that  nation.  He  was  anfwered  by  the 
earl  of  Eglington,  who  admitted  the  Scots  were 
poor,  and  therefore  unable  to  pay  the  malt- tax. 
The  earl  of  Hay,  among  other  pertinent  remarks 
upon  the  union,  obferved,  that  when  the  treaty 
was  made,  the  Scots  took  it  for  granted  that  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  would  never  load  them 
with  any  impofition  that  they  had  reafon  to  believe 
grievous.  The  earl  of  Peterborough  compared  the 
union  to  a  marriage.  He  faid,  that  though  Eng- 
land, who  muft  be  fuppofed  the  huiband,  might 
in  ibme  inftances  prove  unkind  to  the  lady,  Ihe 
ought  not  immediately  to  fue  for  a  divorce,  the 
rather  becaufe  Ihe  had  very  much  mended  her  for- 
tune by  the  match.  Hay  replied,  that  marriage 
was  an  ordinance  of  God  :  and  the  union  no  more 
than  a  political  expedient.  The  other  affirmed, 
that  the  contract  could  not  have  been  more  folemn, 
unlefs,  like  the  ten  commandments,  it  had  come 
from  heaven  :  he  inveighed  againft  the  Scots  as  a 
people  that  would  never  be  fatisfied  i  that  would 
have  all  the  advantages  reiulting  from  the  union, 

buc 
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A.C.  1713.  but  would  pay  nothing  by  their  good  will,  although 
-  they  had  received  more  money  from  England  than 
the  amount  of  all  their  eflates.  To  thefe  animad- 
verfions  the  duke  of  Argyle  made  a  very  warm  re- 
ply. "  I  have  been  reflected  on  by  fome  people 
"  (faid  he)  as  if  I  was  difgufted  and  had  changed 
"  fides  -,  but  I  defpife  their  perfons,  as  much  as  I 
"  undervalue  their  judgment."  He  urged,  that 
the  malt-tax  in  Scotland  was  like  taxing  land  by 
the  acre  throughout  England,  becaufe  land  was 
worth  five  pounds  an  acre  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  London,  and  would  not  fetch  fo  many  millings 
in  the  remote  counties.  In  like  manner,  the  Eng- 
lifli  malt  was  valued  at  four  times  the  price  of  that 
which  was  made  in  Scotland  j  therefore  the  tax  in 
this  country  muft  be  levied  by  a  regiment  of  dra- 
goons. He  owned  he  had  a  great  mare  in  making 
the  union,  with  a  view  to  fecure  the  proteftant 
fucceffion  ;  but  he  was  now  fatisfied  this  end  might 
be  anfwered  as  effectually  if  the  union  was  diffblv- 
ed  ;  and,  if  this  ftep  mould  not  be  taken,  he  did 
did  not  expeft  long  to  have  either  property  left  in 
Scotland,  or  liberty  in  England.  All  the  Whig 
members  voted  for  the  diffolution  of  that  treaty  i 
which  they  had  fo  eagerly  promoted  ;  while  the 
Tories  ftrenuoufly  fupported  the  mealure,  againftl 
which  they  had  once  argued  with  fuch  vehemence. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  the  lord-treafurer  ob- 
ferved,  that  although  the  malt- tax  were  impofed, 
it  might  be  afterwards  remitted  by  the  crown.  The 
earl  of  Sunderland  exprefTed  furprize  at  hearing 
that  noble  lord  broach  a  do6trine  which  tended  to 
eftablifli  a  defpotic  difpenfing  power  and  arbitrary 
government..  Oxford  replied,  his  family  had  never 
been  famous,  as  fome  others  had  been,  for  pro- 
moting and  advifing  arbitrary  meafures.  Sunder- 
land confidering  this  exprefilon  as  a  farcafm  levelled 
at  the  memory  of  his  father,  took  occafion  to  vin- 
dicate 


ANNE.  127 

dicate  his  conduct ;  adding,  that  in  thofe  days  the  A-c-  X7'J- 
other  lord's  family  was  hardly  known.  Much 
violent  altercation  was  difcharged.  At  length  the 
motion  for  the  bill  was  rejected  by  a  fmall  majority, 
and  the  malt-bill  afterwards  paffed  with  great  dif- 
ficulty. 

Another  bill  being  brought  into  the  houfe  of 
commons,  for  rendering  the  treaty  of  commerce 
effectual,  fuch  a  number  of  petitions  were  delivered 
againft  it,  and  fo  many  folid  arguments  advanced 
by  the  merchants  who  were  examined  on  the  fub- 
ject,  that  even  a  great  number  of  Tory  members 
were  convinced  of  the  bad  confequence  it  would 
produce  to  trade,  and  voted  againft  the  miniftry  on 
this  occafion-,  fo  that  the  bill  was  rejected  by  a  ma- 
jority of  nine  voices.  At  the  fame  time,  however, 
the  houfe  agreed  to  an  addrefs,  thanking  her  ma- 
jefty  for  the  great  care  me  had  taken  of  the  fecurity 
and  honour  of  her  kingdoms  in  the  treaty  of 
peace  -,  as  alfo  for  having  layed  fo  good  a  founda- 
tion for  the  intereft  of  her  people  in  trade.  They 
likewife  befought  her  to  appoint  commuTioners  to 
treat  with  thofe  of  France,  for  adjufting  fuch  mat- 
ters as  mould  be  necefiary  to  be  fettled  on  the  fub- 
ject  of  commerce,  that  the  treaty  might  be  ex- 
plained and  perfected  for  the  good  and  welfare  of 
her  people.  The  queen  interpreted  this  addrefs 
into  a  full  approbation  of  the  treaties  of  peace  and 
commerce,  and  thanked  them  accordingly  in  the 
warmeft  terms  of  fatisfaction  and  acknowledgment. 
The  commons  afterwards  defired  to  know  what  AddKr, of 
equivalent  mould  be  given  for  the  demolition  ofthecom- 
Dunkirk  -,  and  me  gave  them  to  underftand,  that  °" 
this  was  already  in  the  hands  of  his  moft  chriftian 
majefty :  then  they  befought  her  that  me  would 
not  evacuate  the  towns  of  Flanders  that  were  in 
her  pofTbfllon,  until  thofe  who  were  intitled  to  the 

fovereignty 
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A .  c.  1713.  fovereignty  of   the  Spanlfh    Netherlands   fhould 
agree  to  fuch  articles  for  regulating  trade  as  might 
place  the  fubjects  of  Great  Britain  upon  an  equal 
footing  with  thofe  of  any  other    nation.       The 
queen  made  a  favourable  arifwer  to  all  their  remon- 
ftrances.     Such  were  the  fteps  taken  by  the  par- 
liament during  this  fefiion,  with  relation  to  the  fa- 
mous treaty  of  Utrecht,    againft  which  the  Whigs 
fo  violently  exclaimed,    that  many   well-meaning 
people  believed  it  would  be  attended  with  the  im- 
mediate ruin  of  the  kingdom :    yet,   under   the 
fhadow  of  this  very  treaty,  Great  Britain  enjoyed 
along  term  of  peace  and  tranquility.     Bimop  Bur- 
net  was  heated  with  an  enthufiaftic  terror  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon.     He  declared  to  the  queen  in 
private,  that  any  treaty  by  which  Spain  and  the 
Weft-Indies  were  left  in  the  hands  of  king  Philip, 
muft  in  a  little  time  deliver  all  Europe  into  the 
hands  of  France  :  that  if  any  fuch  peace  was  made, 
the  queen  was  betrayed  and  her  people  ruined : 
that  in  lefs  than  three  years  me  would  be  murder- 
ed, and  the  fires  would  blaze  again  in  Smithfield. 
This   prelate  lived   to   fee    his  prognoftic    dilap- 
pointed  ;  therefore  he  might  have  iupprefied  this 
anecdote. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  June,  the  queen  fig- 
nified,  in  a  meifage  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  that 
her  civil  lift  was  burdened  with  fome  debts  incurred 
by  feveral  articles  of  extraordinary  expence ;  and 
that  fhe  hoped  they  would  impower  her  to  raife 
fuch  a  fum  of  money  upon  the  funds  for  that  pro- 
vifion,  as  would  b^  fufficient  to  difcharge  the  in- 
cumbrances,  which  amounted  to  five  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds.  A  bill  was  immediately  prepared 
for  raifmg  this  fum  on  the  civil-lift  revenue,  and 
paffcd  through  both  houfes  with  fome  difficulty. 
Both  lords  and  commons  addreffed  the  queen  con- 
cerning 
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rerning  the  chevalier  de  St.  George,  who  had  re-  A-c-  '7'j. 
paired  to  Lorrain.  They  defired  me  would  prefs 
the  duke  of  that  name,  and  all  the  princes  and 
flates  in  amity  with  her,  to  exclude  from  their  do- 
minions the  pretender  to  the  Imperial  crown  of  *• 
Great  Britain.  A  public  thankfgiving  for  the  Vl'0!fnre  °r 
peace  was  appointed  and  celebrated  v/ith  great  fo-  Enjand" 
lemnity  ;  and,  on  the  fixtecnth  day  of  July,  the 
queen  clofed  the  feilion  with  a  fpeech,  which  was 
not  at  all  agreeable  to  the  violent  Whigs,  becaufe 
it  did  not  contain  one  word  about  the  pretender 
and  the  proteftant  iucccfiion.  From  ihefe  omif- 
fions  they  concluded,  that  the  dictates  of  natural 
affection  had  biaifed  her  in  favour  of  the  chevalier 
de  St.  George.  Whatever  fentiments  of  tender- 
nefs  and  compalTion  (he  might  feel  for  that  unfor- 
tunate exile,  the  acknowledged  Ion  of  her  own  fa- 
ther, it  does  not  appear  that  ihe  ever  entertained  a 
thought  of  altering  the  fuccefilon  as  by  law  efta- 
bliiQied.  The  term  of  Sacheverel's  fufpenfion  be- 
ing expired,  extraordinary  rejoicings  were  made 
upon  the  occafton.  He  was  defired  to  preach  be- 
fore the  houfe  of  commons,  who  thanked  him  for 
his  fermon  ;  and  the  queen  promoted  him  to  the 
rich  benefice  of  St.  Andrew's  Holborn.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  duke  D'Aumont,  ambafiador  from 
France,  was  infulted  by  the  populace.  Scurrilous 
ballads  were  publiihed  agair.ll  him,  both  in  the 
Englifh  and  French  languages.  He  received  divers 
anonymous  letters,  containing  threats  of  fetting  fire 
to  his  houfe,  which  was  accordingly  burned  to  the 
ground,  though  whether  by  accident  or  defign  he 
could  not  well  determine.  The  magiftracy  of 
Dunkirk  having  fent  a  deputation  with  an  addrefa 
to  the  queen,  humbly  imploring  her  majefty  to 
fpare  the  port  and  harbour  of  that  town,  and  re- 
prefenting  that  they  might  be  ufeful  to  her  o\va 
iubjects,  the  memorial  was  printed  and  diiperfed, 
N°.  93.  K  and 
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A.  c,  lyij-and  the  arguments  it  contained  were  anfwered  and 
refuted  by  Addifon,  Steele,  and  Maynwaring. 
CommifTioners  were  fent  to  fee  the  fortifications  of 
Dunkirk  demolifhed.  They  were  accordingly  razed 
to  the  ground  j  the  harbour  was  filled  up  j  and  the 
duke  D'Aumont  returned  to  Paris  in  the  month 
of  November.  The  queen,  by  her  remonftrances 
to  the  court  of  Verfailles,  had  procured  the  en- 
largement of  one  hundred  and  thirty-fix  protef- 
tants  from  the  gallies  ;  but  underftanding  that  as 
many  more  were  detained  on  the  fame  account,  (he 
made  fuch  application  to  the  French  miniftry,  that 
they  too  were  relealed.  Then  fhe  appointed  ge- 
neral Rofs  her  envoy  extraordinary  to  the  king  of 
France. 

The  duke  of  Shrewfbury  being  nominated  lord- 
lieutenant  of  Ireland,  affembled  the  parliament  of 
that  kingdom  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Novem- 
ber, and  found  the  two  houfes  ftill  at  variance,  on 
the  oppofite  principles  of  Whig  and  Tory.  Allan 

Proceedings  Broderick  being  chofen  fpeaker  of  the  commons, 

oltnepar-  i  i  -n          i        i  »  i 

i-ament  of  they  ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  to  attaint  the 
ireiand.  pretender  and  all  his  adherents.  They  profecuted  ' 
Edward  Loyd  for  publiihing  a  book  intituled, 
"  Memoirs  of  the  chevalier  de  St.  George  •"  and 
they  agreed  upon  an  addrefs  to  the  queen,  to  re- 
move from  the  chancellorfhip  Sir  Conftantine 
Phipps,  who  had  countenanced  the  Tories  of  that 
kingdom.  The  lords,  however,  refolved,  that 
chancellor  Phipps  had,  in  his  feveral  ftations,  ac- 
quitted himfelf  with  honour  and  integrity.  The 
two  houfes  of  convocation  prcfented  an  addrefs  to 
the  fame  purpofe.  They  likewife  complained  of  Mr. 
Molefworth,  for  having  iniulted  them,  by  faying, 
when  they  appeared  in  the  caftle  of  Dublin,  "  They 
"  that  have  turned  the  world  upfide  down  are 
**  come  hither  alfo  i"  and  he  was  removed  from 
the  privy-council.  The  duke  of  Shrewfbury  received 

orders 
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orders  to  prorogue  this  parliament,  which  was  di-  A.C.  171 
vided  againft  itfelf,  and  portended  nothing  but  do- 
medic  broils.  Then  he  obtained  leave  to  return 
to  England,  leaving  chancellor  Phipps,  with  the 
archbifhops  of  Armagh  and  Tuam,  juftices  of  the 
kingdom. 

The  parliament  of  England  had  been  difiblved  ;  JjJSJ8 
and  the  elections  were  managed  in  fnch  a  manner  England. 
as  to  retain  the  legiflative  power  in  the  hands  of 
the  Tories :  but  the  meeting  of  the  new  parlia- 
ment was  delayed  by  repeated  prorogations  to  the 
tenth  day  of  December  ;  a  delay  partly  owing  to 
the  queen's  indifpofition,  and  partly  to  the  con- 
tefts  among  her  minifters.  Oxford  and  Boling- 
broke  were  competitors  for  power,  and  rivals  in  ^ 
reputation  for  ability.  The  treafurer's  parts  were 
deemed  the  more  folid  ;  the  fecretary's  more  fhin- 
ing :  but  both  minifters  were  afpiring  and  ambi- 
tious. The  firft  was  bent  upon  maintaining  the 
firft  rank  in  the 'administration,  which  he  had  pof- 
fefied  fmce  the  revolution  in  the  miniftry :  the  other 
difdained  to  act  as  a  lubaltern  to  the  man  whom  he 
thought  he  excelled  in  genius  and  equalled  in  im- 
portance. They  began  to  form  feparate  cabals, 
and  adopt  different  principles.  Bofmgbro'ke  in- 
fmuated  himfelf  into  the  confidence  of  lady  Maf- 
ham,  to  whom  Oxford  had  given  ibme  caufe  of 
difguft.  By  this  communication  he  gained  ground 
in  the  good  opinion  of  his  fovereign,  while  the 
treasurer  loft  it  in  the  fame  proportion.  Thus  fhe 
who  had  been  the  author  of  his  elevation,  was  now 
ufed  as  the  inftrumentof  his  difgrace.  The  queen 
was  fenfibly  affected  with  theie  diffentions,  which 
Ihe  interpoled  her  advice  and  authority  by  turns  to 
appeale  ;  but  their  mutual  animofity  continued  to 
rankle  under  an  exterior  accommodation.  The  in- 
tereft  of  Bolingbroke  was  powerfully  fupported  by 
Sir  Simon  Harcourt  the  chancellor,  Sir  Wiiliam 
K  2  Wyndham, 
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A. c.  1713.  Wyndham,  and  Mr.  fecretary  Bromley.  Oxford 
perceived  his  own  influence  was  in  the  wane,  and 
began  to  think  of  retirement.  Mean  while,  the 
carl  of  Peterborough  was  appointed  ambaflador  to 
the  king  of  Sicily  ;  and  fet  out  for  Turin.  The 
queen  retired  to  Windfor,  where  me  was  feized 
with  a  very  dangerous  inflammatory  fever.  The 
hopes  of  the  Jacobites  vifibly  role :  the  public 
funds  immediately  fell :  a  great  run  was  made  upon 
the  bank,  the  directors  of  which  were  overwhelm- 
ed with  confirmation, which  was  not  a  little  increal- 
ed  by  the  report  of  an  armament  equipped  in  the 
ports  of  France.  They  fent  one  of  their  members 
to  reprefent  to  the  trealurer  the  danger  that  threat- 
ened the  public  credit.  The  queen  being  made 
acquainted  with  thefe  occurrences,  figned  a  letter 
to  Sir  Samuel  Stancer  lord  mayor  of  London,  de- 
claring, that  now  me  was  recovered  of  her  late  in- 
difpofition,  me  would  return  to  the  place  of  her 
ufual  refidence,  and  open  the  parliament  on  the 
fixteenth  day  of  February.  This  intimation  me 
fent  to  her  loving  fubjects  of  the  city  of  London,, 
to  the  intent  that  all  of  them,  in  their  feveral  fic- 
tions, might  difcountenance  thofe  malicious  ru- 
mours fpread  by  evil  minded  perfons, "  to  the  pre- 
judice of  credit,  and  to  the  imminent  hazard  of  the 
public  peace  and  tranquillity.  The  queen's  re- 
covery, together  with  certain  intelligence  that  the 
armament  was  a  phantom,  and  the  pretender  flill 
in  Lorrain,  helped  to  afTuage  the  ferment  of  the 
nation,  which  had  been  induilrioufly  railed  by  party  - 
writers  em-  writings.  Mr.  Richard  Steele  publilhed  a  perfor-^ 
pio,ed  by  mance  intituled  The  Crifis,  in  defence  of  the  re- 
"'  volution,  and  the  proteftant  eftablifhment,  and  en- 
larging upon  the  danger  of  a  popifli  lucceflbr.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  hereditary  rights  of  the  crown 
of  England  were  afierted  in  a  large  volume,  fup- 
pofcd  to  be  written  with  a  view  to  pave  the  way 

for 
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for  the  pretender's   accefiion.     One  Bedford  was  A  ;c. 
apprehended,  tried,  convicted,  and  feverely  punifh- 
trd,  as  the  publimer  of  this  treatife. 

While  England  was  harraffed  by  thefe  mteftine  ^ 
commotions,  the  emperor,  rtjt-cting  the  terms  of 
peace  propoied  by  France,  refolved  to  maintain  the 
war  at  his  own  expence,  with  the  affiftance  of  the 
•empire.  His  forces  on  the  Rhine,  commanded  by 
prince  Eugene,  were  fo  much  outnumbered  by  the 
French  under  VUlars,  that  they  could  not  prevent 
the  enemy  from  reducing  the  two  important  for- 
trelTes  of  Landau  and  Friburg.  His  Imperial  ma- 
jefty  hoped,  that  the  death  of  queen  Anne,  or  that 
of  Lewis  XIV.  would  produce  an  alteration  in 
Europe  that  might  be  favourable  to  his  intereft; 
and  he  depended  upon  the  conduct  and  fortune  of 
prince  Eugene  for  Ibme  lucky  event  in  war.  But 
finding  himft-lf  difappointed  in  all  thefe  expecta- 
tions, and  abfoiutely  unable  to  iupport  the  expence 
of  another  campaign,  he  hearkened  to  overtures 
of  peace  that  were  made  by  the  electors  of  Cologne 
and  Palatine  -,  and  conferences  were  opened  at  the 
caftle  of  Al-Raitadt,  between  prince  Eugene  and 
marechal  de  VLilars,  on  the  twenty-fixth  day  of 
November.  In  the  beginning  of  February  they  Jj^J 
feparated,  without  feeming  to  have  come  to  any  tween 
conclufion  :  but  all  the  articles  being  fettled  be-  5™^* 
tween  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Verfailles,  they  met 
flgcrn  at  the  latter  end  of  the  month :  the  treaty 
was  Hgned  on  the  third  day  of  March  •,  and  orders 
were  ient  to  the  governors  and  commanders  on 
both  fides,  to  defiit  from  all  hoililities.  By  this 
treaty,  the  French  king  yielded  to  the  emperor 
Oivi  ISrifac,  with  all  its  dependencies,  Friburg,  the 
forts  in  the  Briigau  and  Black  Foreit,  together 
v/ith  fort  Khel.  He  engaged  to  demolim  the 
fortifications  oppofite  to  Huningen,  the  fort  of  Sel- 
a^n,  and  all  between  that  and  Fort  Louis.  The 
.town  and  fortrefs  of  Landau  were  ceded  to  the  king 
K  ?  of 
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A.  c.  1713.  of  France,who  acknowledged  the  elector  of  Hanover. 
The  electors  of  Bavaria  and  Cologne  were  reftored 
to  all  their  dignities  and  dominions.  The  emperor 
was  put  in  immediate  poftefiion  of  the  Spanifh 
Netherlands  ;  and  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  permit- 
ted 10  retain  the  high  quart-  r  ol  Gueldres.  Finally, 
the  cont'-^aing  parties  agreed  that  a  congrefs  Ihould 
be  opened  on  the  firft  of  May,  at  Baden  in  Swif- 
ferland,  for  terminating  all  differences  :  and  prince 
Eugene  and  marechal  de  Villars  were  appointed 
their  firft  plenipotentiaries. 

Principal  T^e  ratifications '  of  the  treaty  between  Great- 
articles  in  Britain  and  Spain  being  exchanged,  the  peace  was 
fetwmi7  proclaimed  on  the  firfl  day  of  March,  in  London  ; 
Great- Bti.  and  the  articles  were  not  difagreeable  to  the  Eng- 
^n"d  lifo  nation.  The  kingdoms  of  France  and  Spain 
were  jeparated  for  ever.  Philip  acknowledged  the 
proteftant  fuccefTion,  and  renounced  the  pretender. 
He  agreed  to  a  renewal  of  the  treaty  of  navigation 
and  commerce  concluded  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  fixty-feven.  He  granted  an  ex- 
clufive  privilege  to  the  Englifh  for  furnifhing  the 
JSpanifh  W^ft-Indies  with  negroes,  according  to 
A  the  amen  to  contract.  He  ceded  Gibraltar  to  Eng- 
land, as  well  as  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  on  condition 
that  the  Spanifh  inhabitants  mould  enjoy  their  eftates 
and  religion.  He  obliged  himfelf  to  grant  a  full  par- 
don to  the  Catalonians,  with  the  pofTeflion  of  all  their 
eftates>  honours,  and  privileges,  and  to  yield  the 
kingdom  of  Sicily  to  the  duke  of  Savoy.  The  new 
parliament  was  opened  by  commifTion  in  February, 
and  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  was  chofen  fpeaker  of 
the  houfe  of  commons.  On  the  fecond  day  of 
March,  the  queen  being  carried  in  a  iedan  to  the 
houfe  of  lords,  fignified  to  both  houfes,  that  me 
had  obtained  an  honourable  and  advantageous 
peace  for  her  own  people,  and  for  the  greateft  part 
of  her  allies  -3  and  me  hoped  her  interpofidon  might 
prove  effectual  to  complete  the  fettkment  of 
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Europe.  She  obferved,  that  fome- perfons  hadA- c<  ^'j- 
been  fo  malicious  as  to  infmuate  that  the  protef- 
tant  fucceffion  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover  was  in  dan- 
ger under  her  government;  but  that  thofe  who 
endeavoured  to  diftraft  the  minds  of  men  with 
imaginary  dangers,  could  only  mean  to  difturb 
the  public  tranquillity.  She  faid,  that  after  all  me 
had  done  to  lecure  religion  and  the  liberties  of  her 
people,  me  could  not  mention  fnch  proceedings 
without  fome  degree  of  warmth ;  and  fhe  hoped  her 
parliament  would  agree  with  her,  that  attempts  to 
weaken  her  authority,  or  to  render  the  poflefiipn  of 
the  crown  uneafy  to  her,  could  never  be  proper 
means  to  ftrengthen  the  proteftant  fucceflion.  Af- 
fedtionate  addrefies  were  prefented  by  the  lords, 
the  commons,  and  the  convocation ;  but  the  ill 
humour  of  party  ftill  fubfifted,  and  was  daily  in- 
flamed by  new  pamphlets  and  papers.  Steele,  fup-  j 
ported  by  Addifon  and  Hallifax,  appeared  in  the 
front  of  thofe  who  drew  their  pens  in  defence  of 
Whig  principles  ;  and  Swift  was  the  champion  of 
the  miniftry. 

The  earl  of  Wharton  complained  in  the  houfe  of  The  lords 
lords  of  a  libel  intituled,   "  The  public  fpirit  of  '^"/JJ1" 
"  the  Whigs,  fet  forth  in  their  generous  encou- libel  agamft 
"  ragement  of  the  author  of  the  Crifis."     It  was  a thc  Scots* 
farcaftic  performance,    imputed   to    lord  Boling- 
broke  and  Swift,  interfperfed  with  fevere  reflections*" 
upon  the  union,  the  Scottifh  nation,  and  the  duke 
of  Argyle  in  particular.     The  lord  treaiurer  dif- 
claimed  all  knowledge  of  the  author,  and   readily 
concurred  in  an  order  for  taking  into  cuftody  John 
Morphew  the  publifher,    as  well  as  John  Barber, 
printer  of    the  Gazette,    from  whofe   houfe    the 
copies  were  brought  to  Morphew.     The  earl  of 
Wharton  faid  it  highly  concerned  the  honour  of 
that  auguft  afifembly,  to  find  out  the  villain  who  was 
author  of  that  falfe  and  fcandalous  libel,  that  juf- 
tice  might  be  done  to  the  Scottifli  nation.     He 
K  4  moved, 
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A.  c.i 7< 3.  moved,  that  Barber  and  his  fcrvants  might  be  ex- 
.amined :  but,  next  day  the  earl  of  Mar,  one  of  the  fe- 
cretariesof  (late,  declared,  that,  in  purfuance  to  her 
majefty's  command,  he  had  directed  John  Barber 
to  be  proiecuted.  Notwithftanding  tnis-intcrpofi- 
tion,  which  was  calculated  to  fcreen  the  offenders, 
the  lords  prefented  an  adclrefs,  befeeching  htr  ma- 
jefty  to  iflue  out  her  royal  proclamation,  promifing 
a  reward  to  any  perlbn  who  mould  difcover  the 
author  of  the  libel,  which  they  conceived  to  be 
falfe,  malicious,  and  factious,  highly  dishonourable 
and  fcandalous  to  her  majefty's  fubjects  of  Scot- 
land, moft  injurious  to  her  majefty,  and  tending  to 
the  ruin  of  the  conllitution.  In  compliance  with 
their  requeft,  a  reward  of  three  hundred  pounds 
was  offered ;  but  the  author  remained  fafe  from 
all  detection. 

The  commons  having  granted  the  fupplies,  or- 
dered a  bill  to  be  brought  in  for  fecuring  the  free- 
dom of  parliaments,  by  limiting  the  number  of 
officers  in  the  houfe  of  commons ;  and  it  patted 
through  both  houfes  with  little  difficulty.  In 
March,  a  complaint  was  made  of  feveral  Icanda- 
lous  papers  lately  publiihed,  under  the  name  of 
Richard  Steele,  eiquire,  a  member  of  the  houfc. 
Sir  William  Wyndham  oblerved,  that  fome  of  that 
author's  writings  contained  infolent,  injurious,  re- 
flections or*  thi  queen  herfclf,  and  were  dictated  by 
the  fpirit  of  rebellion.  Steele  was  ordered  to  at- 
tend in  his  place  t  fome  paragraphs  of  his  works 
were  read  •,  and  he  anfwered  them  with  an  affected 
air  of  fclf- confidence  and  unconcern.  A  day  being 
appointed  for  his  trial,  he  acknowledged  the  wri- 
tings, and  entered  into  a  more  circumftantial  de-> 
fence.  He  was  afiifted  by  Mr.  Addifon,  general 
Stanhope,  and  Mr.  Walpole;  and  attacked  by  Sir 
William  Wyndham,  Mr.  Foley,  and  the  attorney- 
general.  Whatever  could  be  urged  in  his  favour 
W4S  but  little  regarded  by  the  majority,  which 
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vot£cl,  that  two  pamphlets,  intituled,  The  Englifli-  A  °-  '7'3- 
man,    and  the  Crifis,  written  by  Richard  Sttele,  Mr 
efquire,  were  fcandalous  and  {editions  libels ;  and  E 
that  he  fhould  be   expelled   the  houfe  of  com- 
mons. 

The  lords  taking  into  confederation  the  flate  of  Precaution* 
the  nation,  refolved  upon  addreffes  to  the  queen,  cfth= 
defiring  they  might  know  what  fteps  had  been  2? 
taken  for  removing  the  pretender  from  the  domi-  ott 
nions  of  the  duke  of  Lorrain  :  that  me  would  im- 
part  to  them  an  account  of  the  negotiations  of 
peace  ;  an  account  of  the  inftances  which  had  been 
made  in  favour  of  the  Catalans  i  and  an  account 
of  the  monies  granted  by  parliament  fince  the  year 
one  thoufand  leven  hundred  and  ten,  to  carry  on 
the  war  in  Spain  and  Portugal.  They  afterwards 
agreed  to  other  addreffes,  beieeching  her  majefty  to 
lay  before  them  the  debts  and  ftate  of  the  navy,  the 
particular  writs  of  Noli  proiequi  granted  fince  his 
acceffion  to  the  throne ;  and  a  lift  of  fuch  perfons 
as,  notwithstanding  fentence  of  outlawry  or  attain- 
der, had  obtained  licences  to  return  into  Great- 
Britain,  or  other  her  majefly's  dominions  fince  the 
revolution.  Having  voted  an  application  to  the 
queen  in  behalf  of  the  diftrefled  Catalans*  the  houfe 
adjourned  itfelf  to  the  lad  day  of  March.  As  the 
minds  of  men  had  been  artfully  irritated  by  falfe 
reports  of  a  defign  undertaken  by  France  in  be- 
half of  the  pretender,  the  ambaffador  of  that 
crown  at  the  Hague  diibwned  it  in  a  public  paper, 
by  command  of  his  moil  chriftian  majefty.  The 
fufpicions  of  many  people,  however,  had  been  too 
deeply  planted  by  the  arts  and  infmuations  of  the 
Whig  leaders,  to  be  eradicated  by  this  or  any 
other  declaration  •,  and  what  ferved  to  rivet  their 
apprehenfions,  was  a  total  removal  of  the  Whigs 
from  all  the  employments  civil  and  military  which 
they  had  hitherto  retained.  Thefe  were  now  be- 
6  (towed 
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A.C.  1713.  ftowed  upon  profeffed  Tories,  fome  of  whom  were 
attached  at>  bottom  to  the  fuppofed  heir  of  blood. 
At  a  time  when  the  queen's  views  were  malicioufly 
mifreprefented :  when  the  wheels  of  her  govern- 
ment were  actually  impeded,  and  her  fervants 
Boyer.  threatened  with  profcription  by  a  powerful,  turbu- 
•niidS'  *ent'  anc*  implacable  faction ;  no  wonder  that  fhe 
difchargdd  the  partifans  of  that  faction  from  her 
Sck?"  fervice,  and  filled  their  places  with  thofe  who  were 
Vojuire.  diftinguifhed  by  a  warm  affection  to  the  houfe  of 
Stuart,  and  by  a  fiibmiffive  refpect  for  the  regal 
authority.  Thofe  were  flops  which  her  own  faga- 
city  muft  have  fuggefted  •>  and  which  her  minifters 
would  naturally  advife  as  neceffary  for  their  own 
prefervation.  The  Whigs  were  all  in  commotion, 
either  apprehending,  or  affecting  to  apprehend, 
that  a  defign  was  formed  to  fecure  the  pretender's 
fncceffion  to  the  throne  of  Great- Britain.  Their 
chiefs  held  fecret  conlultations  with  baron  Schutz, 
A.c.  1714.  the  refident  from  Hanover.  They  communicated 
their  obfervations  to  the  elector :  they  received  his 
inftructions ;  they  maintained  a  correfpondence 
with  the  duke  of  Marlborongh  -,  and  they  concert- 
ed meafures  for  oppofing  all  efforts  that  might  be 
made  againft  the  protdtant  fucceffion  upon  the 
death  of  the  queen,  whofe  health  was  by  this  time 
fo  much  impaired,  that  every  week  was  believed  to 
be  the  lad  of  her  life.  This  conduct  of  the  Whigs 
was  refolute,  active,  and  would  have  been  laudable, 
had  their  zeal  been  confined  whhitftKe  bounds  of 
truth  and  moderation  ;  but  they,  "moreover,  em- 
ployed all  their  arts  to  excite  and  encourage  the 
fears  and  jealoufies  of  the  people. 

Debates  in        ^^  houfe  of  peers  refounded  with  debates  up- 
the  bonfiTof  on  the  Catalans^  the  pretender,  and  the  danger  that  r 
lem'in^hc  threatened  the  proteitant  fucceffion.    With  refpect 
inrtMirf«     to  the  Catalonians,  they  reprefented,    that  Great- 
ana  the  ca-  gritaia  had  prevailed  upon  them  to  declare  for  the 
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houfe  of  Auftria,  with  promife  of  fupport ;  and  A-c«  ^f*- 
that  thefe  engagements  ought  to  have  been  made 
good.  Lord  Bolingbroke  declared,  that  the  queen 
had  ufed  all  her  endeavours  in  their  behalf  -,  and 
that  her  engagements  with  them  fubiifted  no 
longer  than  king  Charles  refided  in  Spain.  They 
agreed,  however,  to  an  addrefs,  acknowledging  her 
majefty's  endeavours  in  favour  of  the  Catalans, 
and  requefting  (he  would  continue  her  interpofi- 
tion  in  their  behalf.  With  reipeft  to  the  preten-/ 
der,  the  Whig  lords  exprefied  iuch  a  fpirit  of  per- 
fecution  and  rancorous  hate,  as  would  have  dif- 
graced  the  members  of  any,  even  the  lowett  afiem- 
bly  of  chriftians.  Not  contented  with  hunting 
him  from  one  country  to  another,  they  feemed 
eagerly  bent  upon  extirpating  him  from  the  face 
of  the  earth,  as  if  they  had  thought  it  was  a  crime 
in  him  to  be  born.  The  earl  of  Sunderland  de- 
clared, from  the  information  of  the  minifter  of 
Lorrain,  that  notwithftanding  the  application  of 
both  houfes  to  her  majefty  during  the  laft  feffion, 
concerning  the  pretender's  being  removed  from 
Lorrain,  no  inftances  had  yet  been  made  to  the 
duke  for  that  purpqfe.  Lord  Bolingbroke  affirm- 
ed, that  he  himfelf  had  made  thole  inftances  in  the' 
queen's  name,  to  that  very  minifter  before  his  de- 
parture from  England.  The  earl  of  Wharton 
propofed  a  queftion,  "  Whether  the  proteftant 
"  fuccefTion  was  in  danger  under  the  prefent  ad- 
"  miniftration  ?"  A  warm  debate  enfued,  in  which 
the  archbifhop  of  York  and  the  earl  of  Anglcfey 
joined  in  the  oppofuion  to  the  miniftry.  The  earl 
pretended  to  be  convinced  and  converted  by  the 
arguments  ufed  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate.  He 
owned  he  had  given  his  aflent  to  the  ceflation  of 
arms,  for  which  he  took  fhame  to  himfelf,  afking 
pardon  of  God,  his  country,  and  his  confcience. 
jrle  affirmed,  that  the  honour  of  his  Ibvcrcign,  and 
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A.  c,  1714.  the  good  of  his  country,  were  the  rules  of  his  ac- 
tions ;  but,  that  without  refpect  of  perfons,  fiiould 
he  find  himfelf  impofed  upon,  he  durft  purfue  an 
evil  minister  from  the  queen's  clofet  to  the  Tower, 
and  from  the  Tower  to  the'  fcaffold.  This  conver- 
fion,  however,  was  much  more  owing  to  a  full  per- 
iuaiion,  that  a  miniftry  divided  againfl  itfelf  could 
*iot  long  fubfift  ;  and  that  the  proteftant  fuccefiion 
was  firmly  fecured.  He  therefore  refolved  to 
make  a  merit  of  withdrawing  himfelf  from  the  in- 
terefts  of  a  tottering  adminiftration,  in  whofe  ruin 
he  might  be  involved.  The  duke  of  Argyle 
charged  the  miniilers  with  mal  adminiftration  both 
within  thofe  walls  and  without :  he  offered  to 
prove,  that  the  lord-treafurer  had  yearly  remitted 
a  fuai  ot  money  to  the  Highland  clans  of  Scotland, 
who  were  known  to  be  intirely  devoted  to  the  pre- 
tender. He  affirmed,  that  the  new  modelling  of 
the  army,  the  practice  of  dilbanding  fome  regi- 
ments out  of  their  turn,  and  removing  a  great  num- 
ber of  officers,  on  account  of  their  affection  to  the 
houfe  of  Hanover,  were  clear  indications  of  the 
miniilry's  defigns :  that  it  was  a  difgrace  to  the  na- 
tion to  fee  men  who  had  never  looked  an  enemy  in 
the  face,  advanced  to  the  pofis  of  feveral  brave 
officers,  who,  after  they  had  often  expofed  their 
lives  for  their  country,  were  now  ftarving  in  pritbn 
ibr  debt,  on  account  of  their  pay's  being  detained. 
The  treafurer  laying  his  hand  upon  his  bread,  laid, 
he  had  on  fo  many  occafions  given  fuch  lignal 
proofs  of  affection  to  the  proteftant  fucceflion,  that 
he  was  fure  no  member  of  that  augull  allembly 
did  call  it  in  queftion.  He  owned  he  had  remitted 
for  two  or  three  years  pad,  between  three  and  four 
thouiand  pounds  to  the  Highland  clans ;  and  he 
hoped  the  houfe  would  give  him  an  opportunity  to 
jdcar  his  conduct  in  that  particular  j  and,  with  re- 
to  the  reformed  officers,  he  declared,  he 
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had  given  orders  for  their  being  immediately  paid.  A-  c-'7^. 
The  proteftant  fucccfiicn  was  voted  out  of  danger 
by  a  i'mall  majority. 

Lord  Haliir::::  propofed  an  addrefs  to  the  queen,  J^/t^' 
that  fhc  would  renew  her  inltances  for  the  Ipeedy  ^-.L  to  to 
removing  the  pretender  out  of  Lcrrain  ;  and  that  [JJ'jJJif 
Jhe  would,  in  conjunction  with  the  ft  ates-general,  the  paua. 
enter  into  the  guaranty  of  the  proteftant  fucceflion  del* 
in  the  houle  or  Hanover.  1  he  earl  of  Wharton 
moved,  that  in  the  addrefs  her  majefty  ihould  be 
defired  to  iifue  a'proclamation,  promifing  a  reward 
to  any  peribn  who  fhould  apprehend  the  pretender 
dead  or  aiive.  He  was  leccnded  by  the  duke  of 
Bolton  •,  and  the  houle  agreed,  that  an  addrefs 
mould  be  prefented.  When  it  was  reported  by 
the  committee,  the  lord  North  and  Gray  expatiated 
upon  the  barbarity  of  fetting  a  price  on  any  one's 
head  :  he  proved  it  was  an  encouragement  to  mur- 
der and  affaffination ;  contrary  to  the  precepts  of 
Christianity;  repugnant  to  the  h\v  of  nature  and 
nations;  inconfiftent  with  the  dignity  of  fuch  an 
anguft  afTembly,  and  with  the  honour  of  a  nation 
famed  for  lenity  and  mercy.  He  was  fupported 
by  lord  Trevor,  v/ho  moved,  that  the  reward  mould 
be  promifed  for  apprehending  and  bringing  ths 
pretender  to  juicice,  in  cafe  he  fhould  land  or  at- 
tempt to  land  in.  Great- Britain  or  Ireland.  The 
cruelty  of  the  firft  claufe  was  zealouily  fupported 
and  vindicated  by  the  lords  Cowper  and  Halifax  •, 
but,  by  this  time  the  earls  of  Angltfey  and  fome 
others  who  had  abandoned  the  miniftry,  were 
brought  back  to  their  former  principles,  by  pro- 
mile  of  profitable  employments ;  and  the  mitiga- 
tion was  adopted  by  a  majority  of  ten  voices.  To 
this  addrefs,  which  was  delivered  by  the  chancellor 
,  and  the  Whig  lords  only,  the  queen  replied  in  thefe 
words.  "  My  lords,  it  would  be  a  real  ilrengthen- 
"  ing  to  the  iucceflion  in  the  houie  of  Hanover, 

44  as 


I42  HISTORYoFENGLAND. 

A.c.  1714.  «  as  Well  as  a  fupport  to  my  government,  that  an 
*«•  end  were  put  to  thofe  groundlefs  fears  and  jea- 
*c  loufies  which  have  been  fo  induftrioufly  pro- 
«e  moted.  I  do  not  at  this  time  fee  any  occafion 
"  for  fuch  a  proclamation.  Whenever  I  judge  it 
"  to  be  necefiary,  I  mail  give  my  orders  for  having 
<c  it  ifiued.  As  to  the  other  particulars  of  this  ad- 
"  drefs,  I  will  give  proper  directions  therein."  She 
was  likewiie  importuned  by  another  addrefs,  to  ifiue 
out  a  proclamation  againft  all  jefuits,  popifh  priefts, 
and  bifhops,  as  well  as  againft  all  fuch  as  were 
outlawed  for  adhering  to  the  late  king  James  and 
the  pretender.  They  reiblved,  That  no  perfon, 
not  included  in  the  articles  of  Limerick,  and  who 
had  borne  arms  in  France  and  Spain,  mould  be 
capable  of  any  employment  civil  or  military:  and, 
That  no  perfon,  a  natural- born  fubject  of  her 
majefty,  mould  be  capable  of  fuftaining  the  cha- 
racter of  a  public  miniiter  from  any  foreign  poten- 
tate. Thefe  refolutions  were  aimed  at  Sir  Patrick 
Lawlefs,  an  Irifh  papift,  who  had  come  to  England 
with  a  credential  letter  from  king  Philip,  but  now 
thought  proper  to  quit  the  kingdom. 

Then  the  lords  in  the  oppofition  made  an  attack 
upon  the  trealurer,  concerning  the  money  he  had 
remitted  to  the  Highlanders ;  "but  he  filenced  his 
oppofers,  byafierting,  that  in  fo  doing,  he  had  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  king  William,  who,  after  he 
had  reduced  that  people,  thought  fit  to  allow  yearly 
penfions  to  the  heads  of  clans,  in  order  to  keep 
them  quiet.  His  conduct  was  approved  by  the 
houfe;  and  the  lord  North  and  Grey  moved,  That 
a  day  might  be  appointed  for  confidering  the  flate 
of  the  nation,  with  regard  to  the  treaties  of  peace 
and  commerce.  The  motion  was  feconded  by  the 
earl  of  Clarendon  -,  and  the  thirteenth  day  of  April 
fixed  for  this  purpoie.  In  the  mean  time,  baron 
Schutz  demanded  of  the  chancellor  a  writ  for  the 
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electoral  prince  of  Hanover,  to  fit  in  the  houfe  of  A-  c-  '714- 
peers   as  duke  of  Cambridge,  intimating,  that  his  A  writ  <je- 
defign  was  to  refide  in  England.     The  writ  was  S^JSaSd 
granted  with  relu&ance  •,  but  the  prince's  defign  prir.ee  Qf 
of  coming  to  England  was  fo  difagreeable  to  the  fuakns°  o"'" 
queen,    that   ihe  fignified   her  difapprobation   of  Cambridge. 
fuch  a  ftep,  in  a  letter  to  the  princefs  Sophia.    She 
obferved,  that  fuch  a  method  of  proceeding  would 
be  dangerous  to   the  fucceffion   itfelf,  which  was 
not  fecure  any  other  way,  than  as  the  prince  who 
was  in  actual  pofleffion  of  the  throne  maintained 
her  authority  and   prerogative  :  me  faid,  a  great 
many  people  in  England  were  feditioufly  difpofed  -, 
fo  fhe  left  her  to  judge,  what  tumults  they  might 
be  able  to  raife  mould  they  have  a  pretext  to  begin 
a  commotion  :  me  therefore  perfuaded  herfelf,  that 
her  aunt  would  not  confent  to  any  thing  which 
might  difturb  the  repofe  of  her  and  her  fubjects. 
At  the  fame  time  fhe  wrote  a  letter  to  the  electoral 
prince,  complaining,  that  he  had  formed  fuch  a 
relblution  without  firft  knowing  her  fentiments  on 
the  fubject  ;  and  telling  him  plainly,  that  nothing 
could  be  more  dangerous  to  the  tranquillity  of  her 
dominions,  to  the  right  of  fucceflion  in  the  Hano- 
verian line,  or  more  difagreeable  to  her,  than  fuch 
conduct  at  this  juncture.      A  third  letter  was  writ- 
ten to  the  elector   his  father  -,  and  the  treafurer 
took  this  opportunity  to  allure  that  prince  of  his 
inviolable  attachment  to  the  family  of  Hanover. 

The  Whig  lords  were  diflatisfiedwith  the  queen's 
anfwer  to  their  addrefs  concerning  the  pretender; 
and  they  moved  for  another  addrefs  on  the  fame 
fubject,  which  was  relolved  upon,  but  never  pre- 
fented.  t  They  took  into  consideration  the  treaties 
of  peace  and  commerce,  to  which  many  exceptions 
(were  taken  ;  and  much  farcalm  was  expended  on 
both  fides  of  the  diipute  ;  but,  at  length,  the  ma- 
jority carried  the  queilion  in  favour  of  an  addrefs, 
K  acknow- 
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A.C.  1714.  acknowledging  her  majenVs  goodnefs,  in  deliver- 
ing them  by  a  fafe,  honourable,  and  advantageous 
peace  with  France,  from  the  burden  of  a  confum- 
'ing  land-war,  unequally  carried  on,  and  become 
at  laft  impracticable.  The  houfe  of  commons 
concurred  in  this  addrefs,  after  having  voted,  That 
the  proteftant  fucccffion  was  out  of  danger  •,  but 
thefe  refolutions  were  not  taken  without  violent 
oppofition,  in  which  general  Stanhope,  Mr.  Lech- 
mere,  and  Mr.  Walpole,  chiefly  diftinguimed 
themfelves.  The  letters  which  the  queen  had 
written  to  the  electoral  houfe  of  Hanover  were 
printed  and  published  in  England,  with  a  view  to 
inform  the  friends  of  that  family,  of  the  rcaibns 
wjiich  prevented  the  duke  of  Cambridge  from  exe- 
cuting his  deftgn  of  refiding  in  Great-Britain.  The 
queen  confidered  this  ftcp  as  a  perlbnal  iniult,  as 
well  as  an  attempt  to  prejudice  her  in  the  opinions 
of  her  fubjects  :  Ihe  therefore  ordered  the  publisher 
Death  cf  to  be  taken  into  cuftocly.  At  this  period  the 
£phiTCefs  princefs  Sophia  died  in  the  eighty- fourth  year  of 
her  age  ;  and  her  death  was  intimated  to  the  queen 
by  baron  Bothmar,  who  arrived  in  England  .with 
the  character  of  envoy  extraordinary  from  the 
elector  cf  Hanover.  This  princefs  was  the  fourth 
and  ycungeft  daughter  of  Frederick  elector  Pala- 
tine, king  of  Bohemia,  and  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  king  James  I.  of  England.  She  enjoyed  from 
nature  an  excellent  capacity,  which  was  finely  cul- 
tivated :  and  was  in  all  refpects  one  of  the  mod 
accomplifhed  princelics  cf  the  age  in  which  fhe 
lived.  At  her  death  the  court  of  England  appear- 
ed in  mourning  •,  and  the  elector  of  Brunfwick  was 
prayed  for  by  name  in  the  liturgy  of  the  church  of 
Bilitoprr-  England.  On  the  twelfth  day  of  May  Sir  William 
Vreith  of  Wyndham  made  a  motion  for  a  bill  to  prevent  the 
growth  of  fchifm,  and  for  the  further  fecurity  of 
the  church  of  England  as  by  law  eftablifhed.  The 
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defign  of  it  was  to  prohibit  difTenters  from  teaching  A.  c.  i7i4. 
in  fchools  and  academies.  It  was  accordingly  pre- 
pared, and  eagerly  oppofed  in  each  houfe  as  a 
fpecies  of  periecution.  Neverthelefs,  it  made  its 
way  through  both,  and  received  the  royal  aMent ; 
but  the  queen  dying  before  it  took  place,  this  law 
was  rendered  ineffectual. 

Her  majefty's  conftitution  was  now  quite  brok?n: 
one  fit  of  ficknefs  fucceeded  another  j  and  what 
completed  the  ruin  of  her  health  was  the  anxiety 
of  her  mind,  occafioned  partly  by  the  difcontents 
which  had  been  raifed  and  fomented  by  the  ene- 
mies of  her  government ;  and  partly  by  the  diflen- 
fions  among  her  minifters,  which  were  now  become 
intolerable.  The  council  chamber  was  turned  in- 
to a  fcene  of  obftinate  difpute  and  bitter  alterca- 
tion. Even  in  the  queen's  preience,  the  treafurer 
and  fecretary  did  not  abftain  from  mutual  obloquy, 
and  reproach.  Oxford  advifed  moderate  meafures, 
and  is  faid  to  have  made  advances  towards  a  re- 
conciliation with  the  leaders  of  the  Whig  party. 
As  he  forefaw  it  would  foon  be  their  turn  to  domi- 
neer, fuch  precautions  were  neceffary  for  his  own 
fafety.  Bolingbroke  affecled  to  let  the  Whigs  at 
defiance  :  he  profefled  a  warm  zeal  for  the  church: 
and  lbothed  the  queen's  inclinations  with  the  mod 
afiiduous  attention.  He  and  his  coadjutrix  infinu- 
ated,  that  the  treafurer  was  biaffed  in  favour  of  the 
diflenters,  and  even,  that  he  acted  as  a  fpy  for  the 
houfe  of  Hanover.  In  the  midft  of  thefe  difpntes 
and  commotions  the  Jacobites  were  not  idle.  They 
flattered  themfelves,  that  the  queen  in  fecret  favour- 
ed the  pretenfions  of  her  brother  ;  and  they  de- 
pended upon  Bolingbroke's  attachment  to  the 
fame  intereft.  They  believed  the  lame  lentiments 
'were  cherifhed  by  the  nation  in  general.  They 
held  private  affemblies  both  in  Great  Britain  and 
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A.  c.  1714.  Ireland.  They  concerted  meafures  for  turning  the 
diflenfions  of  the  kingdom  to  the  advantage  of 
their  caufe.  They  even  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  in- 
lift  men  for  the  fervice  of  the  pretender.  Some 
of  ihele  practices  were  difcoverd  by  the  earl  of 
Wharton,  who  did  not  fail  to  found  the  alarm.  A 
proclamation  was  immediately  publifhed,  promifmg 
a  reward  of  five  thoufand  pounds  for  apprehend- 
ing the  pretender  whenever  he  mould  land  or  at- 
tempt to  land  in  Great- Britain.  The  commons 
voted  an  addrefs  of  thanks  for  the  proclamation  ; 
and  affured  her  majefty,  that  they  would  chearfully 
aid  and  afiift  her,  by  granting  the  fum  of  an  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  as  a  further  reward  to  any 
who  mould  perform  fo  great  a  fervice  to  her  ma- 
jefty  and  her  kingdoms.  The  lords  likewife  pre- 
fented  an  addrefs  on  the  fame  fubject.  Lord 
Bolingbroke  propofed  a  bill,  decreeing  the  penal- 
ties of  high-treafon  againft  thofe  who  mould  lift  or 
be  inlifted  in  the  pretender's  fervice.  The  motion 
was  approved,  and  the  penalty  extended  to  all 

aAg"°n!Taii  tnofc  wj>°  ftould  lift  or  be  inlifted  in  the  fervice  of 
any  foreign  prince  or  ftate,  without  a  licence  under 
tne  fign  manual  of  her  majelty,  her  heirs,  or  fuc  - 
ceflbrs. 

On  the  fecond  day  of  July  the  lords  took  into 
confideration  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  Spain; 
and  a  good  number  of  merchants  being  examined 
at  the  bar  of  the  houfe,  declared,  that  unlefs  the 
explanations  of  the  third,  fifth,  and  eighth  articles, 
as  made  at  Madrid  after  the  treaty  was  figned  were 
relcinded,  they  could  not  carry  on  their  commerce 
without  ioiing  five  and  twenty  per  cent.  After 
a  long  debate,  the  houfe  refolved  to  addrefs  the 
queen  for  all  the  papers  relating  to  the  negotiation 
of  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  Spain,  with  the 
names  of  the  perfons  who  advifed  her  majefty  to 

that 
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that  treaty.  To  this  addrefs  me  replied,  that  un- A-c-  ^M. 
derftanding  the  three  explanatory  articles  of  the 
treaty  were  not  detrimental  to  the  trade  of  her  fub- 
jedts,  fhe  had  confented  to  their  being  ratified  with 
the  treaty.  The  earl  of  Wharton  reprefented,  that 
if  fo  little  regard  was  fhewn  to  the  addreffes  of 
that  auguft  affembly  to  the  Ibvereign,  they  had  no 
bufinefs  in  that  houfe.  He  moved  for  a  remon- 
ftrance,  to  lay  before  her  majefty  the  infuperable 
difficulties  that  attended  the  Spanim  trade  on  the 
footing  of  the  late  treaty  :  and  the  honfe  agreed 
to  his  motion.  Another  member  moved,  That 
the  houfe  mould  infift  on  her  miieftv's  naming 
the  perfons  who  advifed  her  to  ratify  the  three 
explanatory  articles.  This  was  a  blow  aimed  at 
Arthur  Moore,  a  member  of  the  lower  houfe, 
whom  lord  Bolingbroke  had  confulted  on  the 
fubject  of  the  treaty.  He  was  fcreened  by  the 
majority  in  parliament  j  but,  a  general  court  of 
the  South-lea  company  refolved,  upon  a  complaint 
exhibited  by  captain  Johnfon,  that  Arthur  Moore, 
while  a  director,  was  privy  to,  and  encouraged 
the  defign  of  carrying  on  a  clandestine  trade,  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  corporation,  contrary  to  his 
oath,  and  in  breach  of  the  truft  repofed  in  him  : 
that,  therefore,  he  mould  be  declared  incapable  of 
being  a  director  of,  or  having  any  employment  in 
this  company.  The  queen  had  referved  to  herfelf 
the  quarter  part  of  the  afiiento  contract,  which 
me  now  gave  UD  to  the  company,  and  received 
the  thanks  of  the  upper-houfe -,  but,,  me  would 
not  dilcover  the  names  of  thofe  who  advifed  her  The  pariia-' 
to  ratify  the  explanatory  articles.  On  the  ninth  j^//0" 
day  of  July  me  thought  proper  to  put  an  end  to 
;he  feflion,  with  a  fpeech  on  the  uiual  fubjects. 
After  having  affured  them,  that  her  chief  concern 
was  to  preferve  the  proteftant  religion,  the  liberty 
ef  her  fubjects,  and  to  fecure  the  tranquillity  of 
L  2  her 
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A.  c.  1714-  her  kingdoms,  me  concluded  in  thefe  words: 
"  But,  I  muft  tell  you  plainly,  that  thefe  defirable 
"  ends  can  never  be  obtained,  unlefs  you  bring 
"  the  fame  difpoiitions  on  your  parts  •,  unlefs  all 
"  groundlefs  jealoufies  which  create  and  foment 
"  divifions  among  you,  be  layed  afide  ;  and  un- 
"  lefs  you  fhew  the  fame  regard  for  my  juft  pre- 
"  rogative,  and  for  the  honour  of  my  govern- 
"  ment,  as  1  have  always  expreffed  for  the  rights 
"  of  my  people." 

After  the  peace  had  thus  received  the  fanction 
of  the  parliament,  the  minifters  being  no  longer 
reftrained  by  the  tie  of  common  danger,  gave 
a  loofe  to  their  mutual  animofity.  Oxford  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  queen,  containing  a  detail  of  the 
public  tranfactions  ;  in  the  courle  of  which  he 
endeavoured  to  juftify  his  own  conduit,  and  ex- 
pofe  the  turbulent  and  ambitious  fpirit  of  his  rival. 
On  the  other  hand,  Bolingbroke  charged  the  trea- 
furer  with  having  invited  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough  to  return  from  his  voluntary  exile  ;  and 
maintained  a  private  correipondence  with  the  houle 
of  Hanover.  The  duke  of  Shrewfbur^  likewife 
complained  of  his  having  prefumed  to  fend  orders 
to  him  in  Ireland,  without  the  privity  of  her  ma- 
jefty  and  the  council.  In  all  probability,  his 
greateft  crime  was,  his  having  given  umbrage 
to  the  favourite  lady  Mamam.  Certain  it  is,  on 
the  twenty-feventh  day  of  July  a  very  acrimoni- 
ous dialogue  pafled  between  that  lady,  the  chan- 
cellor, and  Oxford,  in  the  queerfs  prefence.  The 
treafurer  affirmed  he  had  been  wronged,  and 
abufed  by  lies  and  mifreprefentations ;  but  he 
threatened  vengeance,  declaring  he  would  leave 

XiVdSv."    ^ome   Pe°pk  as  l°w  as  ne  nac*  found  them  when 

k:aad.       they  firft  attracted  his  notice.     In  the  mean  time 

he   was   removed    from    his    employment ;    and 

Bolingbroke  feemed  to  triumph  in  the  victory  he 

•had 
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had  obtained.     He  laid   his   account  with  being  A>c>  |7/4- 
admitted  as  chief  minifter  into  the  adminiflration 
of  affairs  •,  and  is  faid  to  have  formed  the  defign  / 

of  a  coalition  with  the  duke  of  Marlborough, 
who  at  this  very  time  embarked  at  Oftend  for 
England.  Probably,  Oxford  had  tried  to  play 
the  fame  game,  but  met  with  a  repulfe  from 
the  duke,  on  account  of  the  implacable  refent- 
ment  which  the  dutchefs  had  conceived  againft 
that  minifter. 

Whatever  fchemes  might  have  been  formed, 
the  fall  of  the  treafurer  was  ib  fudden,  that  no 
plan  was  eftablifhed  for  fupplying  the  vacancy 
occafioned  by  his  difgrace.  The  confufion  that 
incefiantly  enfued  at  court,  and  the  fatigue  of 
attending  a  long  cabinet- council  on  this  event, 
had  fuch  an  effect  upon  the  queen's  fpirits  and 
constitution,  that  (he  declared  me  mould  not  out- 
live it,  and  was  immediately  feized  with  a  lethargic 
diforder.  Notwithstanding  all  the  medicines  which 
the  phyficians  could  prefcribe,  the  diftemper  gain- 
ed ground  fo  faft,  that  next  day,  which  was  the 
thirtieth  of  July,  they  defpaired  of  her  life.  Then 
the  committee  of  the  council  aflerribled  at  the 
Cockpit,  adjourned  to  Kenfington.  The  dukes 
of  Somerfet  and  Argyle,  informed  of  the  defpe- 
rate  fituation  in  which  me  lay,  repaired  to  the 
palace  ;  and,  without  being  fummoned,  entered 
the  council- chamber.  The  members  were  fur- 
prifed  at  their  appearance ;  but  the  duke  of 
Shrew/bury  thanked  them  for  their  readinefs  to 
give  their  affiftance  at  luch  a  critical  juncture  ; 
and  defired  they  would  take  thtir  places.  The 
phyficians  having  declared,  that  the  queen  was 
ilill  fenfible,  the  council  unanimouily  agreed,  to 
recommend  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury  as  the  fitted 
peribn  to  fill  the  place  of  lord-treafurer.  When 
this  opinion  was  intimated  to  the  queen,  me 
L  3  faid, 
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A-c-  'TH-faid,  they  could  not  have  recommended  a  per- 
ibn  (he  liked  better  than  the  duke  of  Shrewfbury. 
She  delivered  to  him  the  white  ftafF,  bidding  him 
ufe  it  for  the  good  of  her  people.  He  would 
have  returned  the  lord  chamberlain's  ftaff;  but 
flie  delired  he  would  keep  them  both :  fo  that  he 
was  at  one  time  poffefied  of  the  three  greateft 
pofts  of  the  kingdom,  under  the  titles  of  lord- 
treafurer,  lord-chamberlain,  and  lord  lieutenant 
of  Ireland.  No  nobleman  in  England  better  de- 
ferved  fuch  diftinguiming  marks  of  his  fovereign's 
favour.  He  was  modeft,  liberal,  difmterefted, 
and  a  warm  friend  to  his  country.  Boling- 
broke's  ambition  was  defeated  by  the  vigour 
which  the  dukes  of  Somerfet  and  Argyle  exerted 
on  this  occafion.  They  propofed,  that  all  privy- 
counfellors  in  or  about  London  mould  be  invited 
to  attend,  without  diftinction  of  party.  The 
motion  was  approved,  and  the  lord  Somers,  with 
many  othtr  Whig  members.,  repaired  to  Kenfing- 
ton.  The  council  being  thus  reinforced,  began 
to  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  the  kingdom. 
Orders  were  immediately  difpatched  to  four  re- 
iTtiie  giments  of  horfe  and  dragoons  quartered  in  re- 

j>eaceofthe  mote  counties,  to  march  up  to  the  neighbour- 
dom-  hood  of  London  and  Weftminfter.  Seven  of  the 
ten  Biiu'fh  battalions  in  the  Netherlands,  were 
directed  to  embark  at  Oftend  for  England,  with 
all  poffible  expedition :  an  embargo  was  laid  up- 
on all  Ihipping ;  and  directions  given  for  equip- 
ping all  the  mips  of  war  that  could  be  fooneft 
in  a  condition  for  fervice.  They  fent  a  letter  to 
the  'elector  of  Brunfwick,  fignifying,  that  the 
phyficians  had  defpaired  of  the  queen's  life ;  in- 
forming him  of  the  meaiures  thty  had  taken  ; 
and  dtfiring  he  would,  with  all  convenient 
fpeed,  repair  to  Holland,  where  he  mould  be 

attend- 
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attended  by  a  Britifh  fquadron,  to  convey  h\m  A-c> '''•< 
to  England,  in  cafe  of  her  majdty's  deceale. 
At  the  lame  time  they  difpatched  inftrudions 
to  the  earl  of  btrafford,  to  defire  the  ftates-gene- 
ral  would  be  ready  to  perform  the  guaranty  of 
the  proteftant  fuccefllon.  The  heralds  at  arms 
were  kept  in  waiting,  with  a  troop  of  horfe- 
guards,  to  proclaim  the  new  king  as  ioon  as  the 
throne  mould  become  vacant.  Precautions  were 
taken  to  fecure  the  fea  ports  •,  to  overawe  the 
Jacobites  in  Scotland  -,  and  the  command  of  the 
fleet  was  beftowed  upon  the  earl  of  Berkeley. 

The  queen  continued  to  dole  in  a  lethargic  in-  DM*  and 
fenfibility,  with  very  fhort  intervals,  till  the  firft  ^nAnne 
day  of  Anguft  in  the  morning,  when  me  expired, 
in  the  fiftieth  year  of  her  age,  and  in  the  thirtt  enth 
of  her  reign.  Anne  Stuart,  queen  of  Great- 
Britain,  was  in  her  perfon  of  the  middle  fize,  well 
proportioned.  Her  hair  was  of  a  dark  brown 
colour,  her  complexion  ruddy,  her  features  were 
regular,  her  countenance  was  rather  round  than 
oval,  and  her  afpecl:  more  comely  than  majeitjc. 
Her  voice  was  clear  and  melodious,  and  her  pre- 
fence  engaging.  Her  capacity  w;is  naturally 
good,  but  not  much  cultivated  by  learning ;  nor 
did  fhe  exhibit  any  marks  of  extraordinary  genius, 
or  perfonal  ambition.  She  was  certainly  deficient 
in  that  vigour  of  mind  by  which  a  prince  ought 
to  preierve  his  independence,  and  avoid  the  fnares 
and  fetters  of  fycophants  and  favourites  :  but, 
whatever  her  weaknefs  in  this  particular  might 
have  been,  the  virtues  of  her  heart  were  never  cal- 
led in  queition.  She  was  a  pattern  of  conjugal 
affeclion  and  fidelity,  a  tender  mother,  a  warm 
friend,  an  indi-lgent  miftrcfs,  a  munificent  patron, 
a  mild  and  merciful  princels,  during  whole  reign 
no  fubjeft's  blood  was  Pried  for  treafon.  She  was 
I,  4.  zealoufty 
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A-c.  '7n.zealoufly  attached  to  the  church  of  England  from 
conviction  rather  than  from  prepoflefiion,  unaffec- 
tedly pious,  juft,  charitable,  and  compaflionate. 
She  felt  a  mother's  for.dnefs  for  her  people,  by 
whom  (he  was  univerfally  beloved  with  a  warmth 
of  affection  which  even  the  prejudice  of  party  could 
not  abate.  In  a  word,  if  me  was  not  the  greateft, 
foe  was  certainly  one  of  the  beft  and  moft  un- 
blemimed  fovercigns  that  ever  fat  upon  the  throne 
of  England ;  and  well  deferved  the  exprefiive, 
though  fimple  epithet,  of  *'  The  good  queen 
"  Anne." 
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From  the  Death  of  Queen  ANNE  to  the  Treaty 
of  AIX-LA-CHAPELLE,   1748. 


GEORGE      I. 

IT  may  be  neceflary  to  remind  the  reader  of  the  AiC  I?I^ 
Hate  of  party  at  this  important  juncture.  The 
Jacobites  had  been  fed  with  hopes  of  feeing  the 
fuccelTion  altered  by  the  earl  of  Oxford,  f  hefe 
hopes  he  had  conveyed  to  them  in  a  diftant,  un- 
determinate,  and  myfterious  manner,  without  any 
other  view  than  that  of  preventing  them  from  tak- 
ing violent  meaiures  to  embarrals  his  adminiitra- 
tion.  At  lead,  if  he  actually  entertained  at  one 
time  any  other  defign,  he  had,  long  before  his 
difgrace,  layed  it  wholly  afide,  probably  from  an 
apprehenfion  of  the  danger  with  which  it  mult 
have  been  attended ;  and  teemed  bent  upon  mak- 
ing a  merit  of  his  zeal  for  the  houfe  of  Hanover  : 
but  his  conduct  was  ib  equivocal  and  unfteady,  that 

he 
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A.  c.  17.4.  he  ruined  himfelf  in  the  opinion  of  one  party,  with- 
out acquiring  the  confidence  of  the  other.  The 
friends  of  the  pretender  derived  frefh  hopes  from 
the  miniftry  of  Bolingbroke.  Though  he  had 
never  explained  himfelf  on  this  fubject,  he  was 
fuppofed  to  favour  the  heir  of  blood,  and  known  to 
be  an  implacable  enemy  to  the  Whigs,  who  were 
the  mod  zealous  advocates  for  the  proteftant  fuc- 
ceflion.  They  promifed  themfelves  much  from  his 
alfe6tion,  but  more  from  his  refentment  ;  and  they 
believed  the  majority  of  the  Tories  would  join 
them  on  the  fame  maxims.  All  Bolingbroke's 
fchemes  of  power  were  defeated  by  the  promotion 
of  the  duke  of  Shrewfbury  to  the  office  of  trea- 
furer ;  and  all  his  hopes  blafted  by  the  death  of 
the  queen,  on  whofe  perfonal  favour  he  depended. 
The  refolute  behaviour  of  the  dukes  of  Somerfet 
and  Argyle,  together  with  the  diligence  and  ac- 
tivity of  a  council  in  which  the  Whig  intereft  had 
gained  the  afcendency,  completed  the  confufion  of 
the  Tories,  who  found  themlelves  without  a  head, 
divided,  diftracted,  and  irrefolute.  Upon  recol- 
ledion,  they  law  nothing  fo  eligible  as  filence  and 
fubmiflion  to  thofe  mealures  which  they  could  not 
oppofe  with  any  profpect  of  fuccefs.  They  had  no 
other  objection  to  the  fucceHion  in  the  houfe  of 
Hanover,  but  the  fear  of  feeing  the  Whig  fac- 
tion once  more  predominant :  yet  they  were  not 
without  hope  that  their  new  fovereign,  who  was 
reputed  a  prince  of  fagacity  and  experience,  would 
cultivate  and  conciliate  the  affection  of  the  Tories, 
who  were  the  land- holders  and  proprietors  of  the 
kingdom,  rather  than  declare  himfelf  the  head  of 
a  faction  which  leaned  for  fupport  on  thole  who 
were  enemies  to  the  church  and  monarchy,  on  the 
bank  and  the  monied  intereft,  raifed  upon  ufury 
and  maintained  by  corruption.  In  a  word,  the 
Whigs  were  elated  and  overbearing  >  the  Tories 

abafhed 
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abafhed  and  humble  ;    the  Jacobires  eager,   impa- A-i;  '~^- 
tient,  and  alarmed   at  a  jun&ure  which  with  re- 
fpcft  to  them  was  truly  critical. 

The  queen  had  no  fooner  refigned  her  iaft 
breath,  than  the  privy-council  met,  and  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury,  the  lord  chancellor,  aivi 
the  Hanoverian  refident  Kreyenberg,  produc- 
ed the  three  inftruments  in  which  the  elector 
of  Brunfwick  had  nominated  the  perfons  *  to  be 
added  as  lords  juftices  to  the  feven  great  officers 
of  the  realm.  Orders  were  immediately  ifilied  for  King 
proclaiming  king  George  in  England,  Scotland,  SjJS.**" 
and  Ireland.  The  regency  appointed  the  earl  of 
Doriet  to  carry  to  Hanover  the  intimation  of  his 
majefty's  acceflion,  and  attend  him  in  his  journey 
to  England.  They  lent  the  general  officers  in 
whom  they  could  confide,  to  their  refpeclive  pods ; 
they  reinforced  the  garrifon  of  Por'tiTmbuth ;  and 
appointed  Mr.  Addifon  their  fecretary ;  while  Bo- 
lingbroke  v/as  obliged  to  ftand  at  the  door  of  the 
council-chamber  with  his  bag  and  papers,  and 
underwent  every  fpecies  of  mortification.  On  the 
whole,  king  George  afcended  the  throne  of  .Great- 
Britain  in  the  fifty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  withoi.t 
the  leaft  oppofition,  tumult,  or  fign  of  popular 
dilcontent;  and  the  unprejudiced  part  of  the  ra- 
tion was  now  fully  periuaded  that  no  defign  had 
ever  been  concerted  by  queen  Anne  and  her  mi- 
niftry  in  favour  of  the  pretender.  1  he  mayor  of 
Oxford  received  a  letter,  requiring  him  to  pro- 
claim the  pretender.  This  being  communicated 
to  the  vice-chancellor,  a  copy  of  it  was  immedia- 
tely tranfmitted  to  Mr.  fecretary  Bromley,  member 
of  parliament  for  the  univerfity ;  and  the  vicc- 

*  Thefe  were  the  dukes  of  Shrews-  lifle,  Nottingham,  AHrgdon,  Scar- 
tuny,  S<.m-rift,  Eoln  j',  r:cv,>nfn;re,  bor  ugh,  Orfoni,  lotd  vifcou:itTo*n- 
Kent,  Argv|c,  Montrofc,  Roxburgh  ;  ihend,  tne  lords  MaMifax  and  Cowper. 
the  earls  of  I'omfret,  Aaglcfcy,  C«r- 

8  chan- 
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A.  c.  1714.  chancellor  offered  a,  reward  of  one  hundred  pounds 
to  any  perfon  who  fhould  difcover  the  author.  It 
was  either  the  production  of  fome  lunatic,  or  a 
weak  contrivance  to  fix  an  odium  on  that  venerable 
body. 

The  parliament  having  affembled,  purfuant  to 
the  aft  which  regulated  the  fucceflion,  the  lord- 
chancellor,  on  the  fifth  day  of  Auguft,  made  a 
fpeech  to  both  houfes  in  the  name  of  the  regency. 
He  told  them,  that  the  privy-council,  appointed 
by  the  elector  of  Brunfwick,  had  proclaimed  that 
prince  under  the  name  of  king  George,  as  the 
lawful  and  rightful  fovereign  of  thefe  kingdoms ; 
and  that  they  had  taken  the  necefiary  care  to  main- 
tain the  public  peace.  He  obierved,  that  the  fe- 
veral  branches  of  the  public  revenue  were  expired 
by  the  demife  of  her  late  majefty  ;  and  recommend- 
ed to  the  commons  the  making  fuch  provifion  in 
that  refpect  as  might  be  requifite  to  fupport  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown.  He  likewife 
exprefied  his  hope,  that  they  would  not  be  want- 
ing in  any  thing  that  might  conduce  to  the  efta- 
blifhing  and  advancing  of  the  public  credit.  Both 
houfes  immediately  agreed  to  addrefles,  containing 
the  warmeft  expreflions  of  duty  and  affection  to 
their  new  fovereign,  who  did  not  fail  to  return 
fuch  anfwers  as  were  very  agreeable  to  the  parlia- 
The civil-  ment  of  Great-Britain.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
to  hii'mt-  lower  houfe  prepared  and  patted  a  bill,  granting 
Jeft7'  to  his  majefty  the  fame  civil-lift  which  the  queen 
had  enjoyed  ;  with  additional  claufes  for  the  pay- 
ment of  arrears  due  to  the  troops  of  Hanover 
which  had  been  in  the  fervice  of  Great-Britain  ; 
and  for  a  reward  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
to  be  payed  by  the  treafury  to  any  perfon  who 
mould  apprehend  the  pretender  in  landing,  or  in 
attempting  to  land  in  any  part  of  the  Britilh  domi- 
nions. Mr.  Craggs,  who  had  been  difpatched  to 

Hanover 
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Hanover  before  the  queen  died,  returning  on  the  A.  0.1714. 
thirteenth  day  of  Auguft,with  letters  from  the  king 
to  the  regency,  they  went  to  the  houie  of  peers  ; 
and  the  chancellor,  in  another  fpeech  to  both 
houfes,  intimated  his  majefty's  great  fatisfaction 
in  the  loyalty  and  affection  which  his  people  had 
imiverfally  exprefled  at  his  acceflion.  Other  ad- 
dre/Tes  were  voted  on  this  occafion.  The  com- 
mons finifhed  the  bill  for  the  civil-lilt,  and  one  for 
making  Ibme  alterations  in  an  aft  for  a  ftate  lot- 
tery, which  received  the  royal  affent  from  the 
lords-juftices.  Then  the  parliament  was  proro- 
gued. 

Mr.  Prior  having  notified  the  queen's  death  to 
the  court  of  Veriailles,  Lewis  declared,  that  he 
would  inviolably  maintain  the  treaty  of  peace  con- 
cluded at  Utrecht,  particularly  with  relation  to  the 
fettlement  of  the  Britiih  crown  in  the  houfe  of  Ha- 
nover. The  earl  of  Scrafford  having  fignified  the 
fame  event  to  the  ftates  of  Holland ;  and  the  refi- 
dent  of  Hanover  having  prelented  them  with  a  let- 
ter, in  which  his  mafter  claimed  the  performance 
of  their  guaranty,  they  r  Jolvtc"  :o  periorm  their 
engagements,  and  congratulated  his  electoral  high- 
neis  on  his  accefilqn  to  the  throne  of  Great-Bri- 
tain. They  invited  him  to  pals  through  thsir  do- 
minions ;  and  allured  him  that  his  interefts  were  as 
dear  to  them  as  their  own.  The  chevalier  de  St. 
George  no  iooner  received  the  news  of  the  queen's 
death,  than  he  pofted  to  Verfailles,  where  he  was 
given  to  underftand,  that  the  king  of  France  ex- 
pected he  mould  quit  his  territories  immediately; 
and  he  was  accordingly  obliged  to  return  to  Loi  - 
rain.  By  this  time  Mr.  Murray  had  arrived  in  Eng- 
land from  Hanover,  with  notice  that  the  king  had 
deferred  his  departure  for  fome  days.  He  brought 
orders  to  the  regency  to  prepare  a  patent  for  creat- 
ing 
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A.C.  17,4.  -mg  the  prince  royal,  prince  of  Wales  ;  and  for  re- 
The  eietfo-  moving  lord  Bolingbroke  from  his  poft  of  fecre- 
rai  prince  tarv  The  feals  were  taken  from  this  miniilt- r  by 
Jrfnceof  the  dukes  of  Shrewfbury  and  Somerfet,  and  lord 
Walc»-  Cowper,  who  at  the  lame  time  fealed  up  all  the 
doors  of  his  office. 

King  George  having  veiled  the  government  of 
his  German  dominions  in  a  council,  headed  by  his 
brother  prince  Erneft,  fet  out  with  the  electoral 
prince  from  Herenhaufen  on  the  thirty-firft  day  of 
Awguft  •,  and  in  five  days  arrived  at  the  Hague, 
where  he  conferred  with  the  ftates-general.  On 
the  fixteenth  day  of  September  he  embarked  at 
Orange-Polder,  under  convoy  of  an  Englifh  and 
Dutch:  fquadron,  commanded  by  the  earl  ofBerke- 
Tkking  iey.  and  next  day  arrived  at  the  Hope.  In  the 
England"  afternoon  the  yacht  failed  up  the  river  -,  and  his 
majefty,  with  the  prince,  were  landed  from  a  barge 
at  Greenwich  about  fix  in  the  evening.  There  he 
was  received  by  the  duke  of  Northumberland,  cap- 
tain of  the  life-guard,  and  the  lords  of  the  re- 
gency. From  the  landing-place,  he  walked  to 
his  noufe  in  the  Park,  accompanied  by  a  great 
number  of  the  nobility,  and  other  perfons  of  dif- 
tincYion,  who  had  the  honour  tp  kifs  his  hand,  as 
they  approached.  When  he  retired  to  his  bed- 
chamber, he  fentfor  thofe  of  the  nobility  who  had 
diftingaifhed  themfelves  by  their  zeal  for  his  fuc- 
ceflion  :  but  the  duke  ofOrmond,  the  lord  chan- 
cellor, and  lord  Trevor,  were  not  of  the  number. 
Next  morning,  the  earl  of  Oxford  prefented  him- 
fclf  with  an  air  of  confidence,  as  if  he  had  expect- 
ed to  receive  fome  particular  mark  of  his  majeity's 
favour.  But  he  had  the  mortification  to  remain  a 
considerable  time  undiftinguimed  among  the  croud ; 
and  then  was  permitted  to  kifs  the  king's  hand, 
without  being  honoured  vrith  any  other  notice. 

On 
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On  the  other  hand,  his  majefty  exprefled  nncom- A  c- ^H. 
mon  regard  for  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  who  had 
lately  arrived  in  England,  as  well  as  for  all  the  lea- 
ders of  the  Whig  party. 

It  was  the  misfortune  of  this  prince,  as  well  as  aTheTorIes 
very  great  prejudice  to  the  nation,  that  he  had  totally  ex- 
been  milled  into  ftrong  prepoflefiions  againft  thc^^T" 
Tories,  who  conftiuued  fuch  a  confiderable  part  of  favour. 
his  fubjects.  They  were  now  excluded  from  all 
fhare  of  the  royal  favour,  which  was  wholly  en- 
grafted by  their  enemies  ;  and  thefe  early  marks 
of  averfion,  which  he  was  at  no  pains  to  conceal, 
alienated  the  minds  of  many  from  his  perfon  and 
government,  who  would  otherwife  have  ferved  him 
with  fidelity  and  affection.  An  in^lantaneous  and 
total  change  was  effected  in  all  offices  of  honour 
and  advantage.  The  duke  of  Ormond  was  dif- 
imfitd  from  his  command,  which  the  king  reftored 
to  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  whom  he  likewife 
appointed  colonel  of  the  firft  regiment  of  foot- 
guards,  and  mafter  of  the  ordnance.  The  great- 
feal  was  given  to  lord  Cowper  -,  the  privy- feal  to 
the  earl  of  Wharton  -,  the  government  of  Ireland 
to  the  earl  of  Sunderland.  The  duke  of  Devon- 
Ihire  was  made  fteward  of  the  houmold  ;  lord 
Townfliend  and  Mr.  Stanhope  were  appointed 
fecretaries  of  (late  :  the  poft  of  fecretary  for  Scot- 
land was  beftowed  upon  the  duke  of  Montrofe. 
Tne  duke  of  Somerfet  was  conftituted  mafter  of  the 
horfe  •,  the  duke  of  St.  Alban's  captain  of  the  band 
of  penfioners  ,  and  the  duke  of  Argyle  commander 
in  chief  of  the  forces  in  Scotland.  Mr.  Pnlteney 
became  fecretary  at  war  \  and  Mr.  Walpole,  who 
had  already  undertaken  to  manage  the  houfe  of 
commons,  was  gratified  with  the  double  place  of 
•paymafter  to  the  army  and  to  Cheliea-hofpital.  A 
new  privy- council  was  appointed,  and  the  earl  of 
Nottingham  declared  president :  but  all  affairs  of 

eon 
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A.C.  1714.  confequence  were  concerted  by  a  cabinet-council 
or  junto,  compofed  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough, 
the  earls  of  Nottingham  and  Sunderland,  the  lords 
Hallifax,  Townlhend,  Somers,  and  general  Stan- 
hope. The  regency  had  already  removed  Sir  Con- 
ftantine  Phipps  and  the  archbifliop  of  Armagh 
from  the  office  of  lords  juftices  in  Ireland,  and  rilled 
their  places  in  the  regency  of  that  kingdom  with 
the  archbilhop  of  Dublin  and  the  earl  of  Kildare. 
Allan  Broderick  was  appointed  chancellor ;  another 
privy-council  was  formed,  and  the  duke  of  Or- 
mond  was  named  as  one  of  the  members.  The 
treafury  and  admiralty  were  put  into  commifllon  ; 
all  the  governments  were  changed  •>  and,  in  a  word, 
the  whole  nation  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of 
the  Whigs.  At  the  fame  time,  the  prince  royal 
was  declared  prince  of  Wales,  and  took  his  place 
in  council.  The  king  was  congratulated  on  his 
accefiion  in  addrefTes  from  the  two  univerfities,  and 
all  the  cities  and  corporations  of  the  kingdom.  He 
exprefied  particular  fatisfaction  at  thefe  expreflions 
of  loyalty  and  affection.  He  declared  in  council, 
his  firm  purpofe  to  fupport  and  maintain  the 
churches  of  England  and  Scotland  as  they  were 
by  law  eftablifhed.  This  he  was  of  opinion  might 
be  effectually  done  without  impairing  the  tolera- 
tion allowed  by  law  to  proteftant  diifenters,  and 
fo  necefiary  to  the  trade  and  riches  of  the  king- 
dom :  and  he  moreover  afifured  them,  he  would 
earneftly  endeavour  to  render  property  fecure  ;  the 
good  effects  of  which  were  no  where  fo  clearly  feen 
as  in  this  happy  nation.  Before  the  coronation  he 
created  fome  new  peers,  and  others  were  pro- 
moted to  higher  titles  *.  On  the  twentieth  day 

of 

*  James  lord  Chamiois  was  creit-  Charle'lord  Oflulton,  earl  of  Tanker- 
ed  earl  of  Caernarvon  ;  Le wis  lord  kervi .1:  ;  Chines  lord  Hallifax^  ear^ 
Rockingham,  earl  of  that  name;  of  Hallifax  ;  Hencage  lord  Gucrr'ey, 

carl 


of  STAIR. 


G  E  O  R  G  E     I.  i6r 

of  Oclober  he  was  crowned  in  Weftrninfler  with  A-c-  J7'4* 
the  ufual  iblemnity,  at  which  the  carl  of  Oxford  and 
lord  Bolingbroke  aflifted  •[-.  On  that  very  day,  the 
univcrlity  or  Oxford,  in  full  convocation,  unani- 
moufly  conferred  the  degree  of  doftor  of  civil  law 
on  Sir  Conftamine  Phipps,  with  particular  marks 
of  honour  and  eileem.  As  the  French  king  was 
laid  to.  protradl  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk,  Mr. 
Prior  received  orders  to  prefcnt  a  memorial  to 
haften  this  work,  and  to  prevent  the  canal  of  Mar- 
dyk--1  from  being  finiflied.  The  anfvver  which  he 
received  being  deemed  equivocal,  this  minifterwas 
recalled,  and  the  earl  of  Stair  appointed  ambafia- 
«lor  to  the  court  of  Frnnre,  where  he  profecuted  • 

this    affai.  i  common    vigour.     About  the 

farm  time,  £  TCT;;'  ;  was  fent  as  plenipo- 

tentiary to  Airtft  t,  to  affift  at  the  barrier-treaty, 
there  negotiated  between  the  emperor  and  the 
ftates-general. 

Mean  while,  the  number  of  the  malcontents  in 
England  was  confi.lcrably  increafed  by  the  king's 
attachment  to  the  Whig  faction.  The  clamour  of 
the  church's  being  in  danger  was  revived;  jea- 
loufies  were  excited,  feditious  libels  difperfed  ;  and 
dangerous  tumults  raifed  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  Birmingham,  Briftol,  Chippenham, 
Norwich,  and  Reading,  were  filled  with  licentious 
riot.  The  party  cry  was,  "Down  with  the  Whigs. 
"  Sacheverel  for  ever.3'  Many  gentlemen  of  the 
Whig  faction  were  abufed  j  magiftrates  in  towns, 
and  juftices  in  the  country,  were  reviled  and  infulted 

earl  of  Aylesford  j    John  lord  Hervsv,  point,  in  the  county  of  Buck*  j  Hen- 

earl   of   Briftol ;  Thomas   lorJ    Pel-  ry  Boyle,  baron  of  Catleton,  in  ths 

ham,  earl  of  Chre  ;    ar.d  Henry  earl  county  of  York  j   Sir  Richard  Tern- 

of  Thomond,     in  Ireland,     vifcount  pie,  baron  of  Cobhatn ;  Henry   Ictd 

Tadcafter  ;    James    vi  count  faftle-  Paget,  carl  of  Uxbridge, 
ton  in  Ireland,  baron  Sanrf.-rfon;  Hen-          f  In  the    m  nth  of  October,  the 

net  lord  Sherard  in  Ireland,    bannof  princrfs  of  Wales  arrive.!  in  Er.fbnd, 

Harboroujh  ;    Gervafe    lord   P.erre-  with   h?r   two   eUtft  daughters   the 

point,    in     Iielandj    baron    Pierre-  prir.ccfis  Anne  and  Amelia. 

N°.  94.  M  by 
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A  c.  j7H.  t>y  the  populace  in  the  execution  of  their  office. 
The  pjetcnder  took  this  opportunity  to  tranfmic, 
by  the  French  mail,  copies  of  a  printed  manifefto, 
to  the  dukes  of  Shrewfoury,  Marl  borough,  Argyle, 

Prttmcier's  and  other  noblemen  of  the  firft  diftinction.     In 

inamicfto.  ^g  declaration,  he  mentioned  the  good  intentions 
of  his  filler  towards  him,,  which  were  prevented  by 
her  deplorable  death.  He  obferved,  that  his  peo- 
ple, inflead  of  doing  him  and  themfelves  juftice, 
had  proclaimed  for  their  king  a  foreign  prince, 
contrary  to  the  fundamental  and  inconteftable  laws 
of  heieditary  right,  which  their  pretended  acts  of 
fettlement  could  never  abrogate.  Thefe  papers 
being  delivered  to  the  fecretaries  of  (late,  the  king 
refuted  an  audience  to  the  marquis  de  Lamberti, 
minifler  from  the  duke  of  Lorrain,  on  the  fuppo- 
fition  that  this  manifeito  could  not  have  been  pre- 
pared or  tranfmitted  without  the  knowledge  and 
countenance  of  his  matter.  The  marquis  having 
communicated  this  circumftance  to  the  duke,  that 
prince  abfolutely  denied  his  having  been  privy  to 
the  tranfaction,  and  declared  that  the  chevalier  de 
St.  George  came  into  Lorrain  by  the  directions  of 
the  French  king,  whom  the  duke  could  not  difo- 
blige  without  expofing  his  territories  to  invafion. 
'  Notwithstanding  this  apology,  the  marquis  was 
given  to  underftand,  that  he  could  not  be  admitted 
to  an  audience,  until  the  pretender  mould  be  re- 
moved from  the  dominions  of  his  matter ;  he 
therefore  quitted  the  kingdom  without  further  he- 
fitation.  Religion  was  (till  mingled  in  all  political 
difputes.  The  high-churchmen  complained  that 
impiety  and  herely  daily  gained  ground,  from  the 
connivance,  or  at  leaft  the  fupine  negligence,  of 
the  Whig  prelates.  The  lower  houfe  of  convoca- 
tion had,  before  the  queen*s  death,  declared  that  a 
book  publilhed  by  doctor  Samuel  Clarke,  under 
the  title  of  *'  The  fcripture-doctrine  of  the  Tri- 
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tc  nity,"  contained  afTertions  contrary  to  the  catho-   A>c 
lie  faith.     They  fcnt  up  extracts  from  this  per- 
formance to  the  bifhops ;  and  the  doctor  wrote  an 
anfvver  to  their  objections.    He  was  prevailed  upon 
to  write  an  apology,  which  he  prdented  to  the  up- 
per houfe ;  but  apprehending  it  might  be  publifhed 
feparntdy,  and  mifunderftood,  he  afterwards  deli- 
vered an  explanation  to  the  bifhop  ot  London.  This 
was  fatisfactory  to  the  bifhops  ;  but  the  lower  houfe 
refolved,  that  it  was  no  recantation  of  his  heretical 
aflertions.      The  difputes  about  the  Trinity  in- 
creafing,  the  archbimops  and  bimops  received  di- 
rections, which  were  publifhed,  for  preferving  unity 
in  the  church,  the  purity  of  the  chriftian  faith  con- 
cerning the  holy  Trinity  •,  and  for  maintaining  the 
peace   and   quiet  of  the   ftate.      By  thefe   every 
preacher  was  rcftricted   from  delivering  any  other 
doctrine  than  what  is  contained  in  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures  with  refpect  to  the  Trinity  ;  and  from  inter- 
meddling  in  any  affairs  of  ftate  or  government. 
The  like  prohibition  was  extended   to  thoi-  who' 
fhould  write,  harangue,  or  difpute,  on    the  fame 
iubjects. 

The  parliament  being  diiTolved,  another  wasxre 
called  by  a  very  extraordinary  proclamation,  m 
Which  the  king  complained  of  the  evil  defigns  of 
men  difaffected  to  his  fuccefiion  ;  and  of  their  hav- 
ing mifreprefented  his  conduct  and  principles.  He 
mentioned  the  perplexity  of  public  affairs,  the  in- 
tc  rruption  of  commerce,  and  the  heavy  debts  of 
the  nation.  He  exprefied  his  hope  that  his  loving 
fubjtcts  would  fend  up  to  parliament  the  fitteft 
perlbns  to  redrefs  the  prefent  diforders  -,  and  that, 
in  the  elections,  they  would  have  a  particular  re- 
gard to  fuch  as  had  exprefTed  a  firm  attachment 
to  the  proteftant  fuccefllon  when  it  was  in  danger. 
Jt  does  not  appear  that  the  proteftant  fuccefliort 
M  2  wa$ 
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A.  G.  1714.  was  ever  in  danger.  How  then  was  this  declara- 
tion to  be  interpreted  ?  People  in  general  confer ued 
it  into  a  defign  to  maintain  party  difunctions,  and 
encourage  the  Whigs  to  the  full  exertion  of  their 
influence  in  the  elections  •,  into  a  renunciation  of 
the  Tories,  and  the  firft  rlaih  of  that  vengtance 
which  afterwards  was  feen.  to  burft  upon  the  heads 
of  the  late  miniftry.  When  the  earl  of  Strafford 
returned  from  Holland,  all  his  papers  were  feized 
by  an  order  from  the  iecretary's  office,  Mr.  Prior 
was  recalled  fiom  France,  and  promifed  to  difcover 
all  he  knew  relating  to  the  conduct  of  Oxford's 
adminiftration.  Uncommon  vigour  was  exerted  on 
both  fides  in  the  elections ;  but,  by  dint  of  the 
monied-intereft,  which  prevailed  in  moft  of  the 
corporations  through  the  kingdom,  and  the  coun- 
tenance of  the  miniftry,  which  will  always  have 
weight  with  needy  and  venal  electors,  a  great  ma- 
jority of  Whigs  was  returned  both  in  England  and 
Scotland. 

When  this  new  parliament  afifembled  on  the 
feventeenth  day  of  March  at  Weftminfter,  Mr. 
Spencer  Compton  was  chofen  fpeaker  cf  the  com- 
mons. On  the  twenty- firft  day  of  the  month,  the 
king  appeared  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  delivered 
to  the  chancellor  a  written  fpeech,  which  was  read 

Subftance  of  in  prcfence  of  both  houfcs.  His  majefty  thanked 
^s  faithful  and  loving  fubjects  for  that  zeal  and 
firmnefs  they  had  fiiewn  in  defence  of  the  protef- 
tant  fucceflion,  againft  all  the  open  and  fecret  prac-> 
tices  which  had  been  ufed  to  defeat  it.  He  told 
them,  that  fome  conditions'  of  the  peace,  eiiential 
to  the  fecurity  and  trade  of  Great-Britain,  were 
not  yet  duly  executed  ;  and  that  the  performance 
of  the  whole  might  be  looked  upon  as  precarious, 
until  defenfive  alliances  fhould  be  formed  to  gua- 
ranty the  prefcnt  treaties.  He  obferved,  that  the 

pit- 
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pretender  beaded  of  the  afiiitance  he  expected  in  *• 
England,  to  repair  his  former  difappointments  : 
that  great  part  of  the  national  trade  was  rendered 
impracticable  :  that  the  public  debts  were  furpri- 
fingly  increated,  even  fmce  the  fatal  ceftation  of 
arms.  He  gave  the  commons  to  underftand,  that 
the  branches  of  the  revenue  formerly  granted  for 
the  fuppcrt  of  the  civil  government,  werefo  far  en- 
cumbered and  alienated,  that  the  produce  of  the 
funds  which  remained,  and  had  been  granted  to 
him,  \vould  fall  fh'ort  of  what  was  at  firft  defigned 
for  maintaining  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
crown  :  that  as  it  was  his  and  their  happincfs  to  fee 
a  prince  of  Wales  who  might  in  due  time  fucceed 
him  on  the  throne  ;  and  to  fee  him  blefTed  with 
many  children-,  thefe  circumftances  would  natu- 
rally occafion  an  expence  to  which  the  nation  had 
not  been  for  many  years  accuftomed ;  and  there- 
fore he  did  not  doubt  but  they  would  think  of  it 
with  that  afFcction  which  he  ruid  reafon  to  hope 
from  his  commons.  He  defired  that  no  unhappy 
divifions  of  parties  might  divert  them  from  pur- 
fuing  the  common  interc'ls  of  their  country.  He 
declared  that  the  eftabiifhed  conftitution  in  church 
and  ftate  mould  be  the  rule*  of  his  government ; 
and  that  the  happinefs,  cafe,  and  proiperity  of  his 
people,  fnould  be  the  chief  care  of  his  life.  He 
concluded  with  expre  fling  his  confidence,  that, 
with  their  afnftance,  he  mould  difappoint  the  de- 
flgns  of  thole  who  would  deprive  him  of  that  blef- 
fing  which  he  mod  valued,  the  affection  of  his 
people. 

Speeches,  fuggefted  by  a  vindictive  miniftry, 
better  became  th~  leadefof  an  incenlVd  party,  than 
the  father  and  fover^ign  of  a  divided  people.  This 
portended  meafures  wnich  it  was  the  inu-reft  of  the 
crown  to  avoid,  and  luited  the  temper  of  the  ma- 
jority in  both  houses,  which  breathed  nothing  but 
M  3  dc- 
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A.C.  1714.  deftruction  to  their  political  adverfaries.  The 
lords,-  in  their  addrefs  of  thanks,  profefled  their 
hope  that  his  majefty,  aflifted  by  the  parliament, 
would  be  able  to  recover  the  reputation  of  the 
kingdom  in  foreign  parts,  the  lofs  of  which  they 
hoped  to  convince  the  world  by  their  actions,  was 
by  no  means  to  be  imputed  to  the  nation  in  gene- 
ral. The  Tories  faid  this  was  an  invidious  reflec- 
tion, calculated  to  miilead  and  inflame  the  people  ; 
for  the  reputation  of  the  kingdom  had  never  been 
fo  high  as  at  this  very  juncture.  The  commons 
pretended  aflonifhment  to  find  that  any  conditions 
of  the  late  peace  mould  not  yet  be  duly  executed; 
and  that  care  was  net  taken  to  form  fuch  alliances 
as  might  have  rendered  the  peace  not  precarious. 
They  declared  their  refolution  to  inquire  into  thefe 
fatal  mifcarriages;  to  trace  out  thole  rneafures 
whereon  the  pretender  placed  his  hopes,  and  bring 
the  authors  of  them  to  condign  punifhment.  Thefe 
addrefles  were  not  voted  without  oppofition.  In 
the  houfe  of  lords,  the  dukes  of  Buckingham  and 
Shrewsbury,  the  earl  of  Anglefey,  the  archbifhop 
of  York,  and  other  peers  both  fecular  and  eccle- 
fiaftical,  obferved,  that  their  addrefs  was  injurious 
to  the  late  queen's  memory,  and  would  ferve  only 
to  increafe  thofe  unhappy  divifions  that  diffracted 
the  kingdom.  In  the  lower  houfe,  Sir  William 
"Wyndham,  Mr.  Bromley,  Mr.  Shippen,  general 
Rofs,  Sir  William  Whitelock,  and  other  members, 
took  exceptions  to  pafiages  of  the  fame  nature,  in 
{he  addrefs  which  the  commons  had  prepared. 
They  were  anfwered  by  Mr.  Walpole,  Mr.  Pulte- 
ney,  and  Mr.  fecretary  Stanhope,  who  took  occa- 
fion  to  declare,  that  notwithftanding  the  endea- 
vours which  had  been  ufed  to  prevent  a  difcovery 
of  the  late  mifmanagements,  by  conveying  away 
feveral  papers  from  the  fecretary's  office  ;  yet  the 
government  had  fufficient  evidence  left,  to  prove 
i  the 
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the  late  miniftry  the  moft  corrupt  that  ever  fat  at  A.C,  171^. 
the  helm  :  that  thofe  matters  would  foon  be  layed 
before   the    houfe,  when  it  would  appear,  that  a 
certain  Englifh  general  had  a£ted  in  concert  with, 
if  not   received  orders  from  marechal  de  Villars. 
Lord  Boiingbroke,  who  had  hitherto  appeared  in  L,rd  Bo_ 
public,  as  ufual,  with  great  ferenity,  and  fpoke  in  linpbroke 
the  houfe  of  lords  with  great  freedom  and  confi-  tTi>tna«! 
dence,   thought  it  was  now  high  time   to  confnlt 
his  peribnal  fafety.     He  accordingly  withdrew  toBo.er 
the  continent,  leaving  a  letter  which  was  afterwards  Torcy. 
printed  in  his  juftification.     In  this  paper  he  de-  Joilng' 
clared  he  had  received  certain  and  repeated  infor-  <"oke. 
mations  that  a  refolution  was  taken  to  purfue  him  Volialre' 
to  the   fcaffold :   that  if  there   had  been  the  lead 
reafon  to  hope  for  a  fair  and  open  trial,  after  having 
been  already  prejudged  unheard,  by  the  two  houfes 
of  parliament,  he   mould    not  have   declined  the 
ftricteft  examination.     He  challenged  the  moft  in- 
veterate of  his  enemies  to  produce  any  one  inflance 
of  criminal  correfpondence,  or  the  leaft  corruption 
•in  any  part  of  the  adminiftration  in  which  he  was 
concerned.     He  faid,  if  his  zeal  for  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  his  royal  miflrefs,  and  the  true  in- 
tereft  of  his  country   had   any  where  tranfported 
him  to  let  flip  a  warm  and  unguarded  expreffion, 
he  hoped  the  moft  favourable  interpretation  would 
be  put  upon  it.     He  affirmed  that  he  had  ferved 
her  majeity  faithfully  and  dutifully,    in  that  efpe- 
cially  which  (he  had  moft  at  heart,  relieving  her 
people  from  a  bloody  and  expenfive  war  ;  and  that 
he  had  always  been  too  much  an  Englimman  to 
iacrifice  the  intereft  of  his  country  to  any  foreign 
ally  whatlbevcr. 

In  the  midft  of  ail  this  violence  againft  the  late  A.C.  i7J5. 

•  minifters,  friends  were  not  wanting  to  elpoufc  their 

caute  in  the  face  of  oppolkion  ;  and  even  in  forne 

^ddreffes  to  the  king,  their  conduct  was  jultified. 

M  4  Nay, 
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A. c.  i7T5.  Nay,  fomc  individuals  had  courage  enough  to  at- 
tack the  prefent  administration.  Wh-n  a  motion 
was  made  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  to  confider 
the  king's  proclamation  for  calling  a  new  parlia- 
ment, bir  William  Wyndham,  member  for  the 
univerfity  of  Oxford,  boldly  declared  it  was  un- 
precedented and  unwarrantable.  Beina:  called  up-. 

Sir  William  r  .    .       ,.       r  ,r     i  -K- 

reprimanded  QH   to  explain  himidr,  he  made  an  apology.     Ne- 
by  the        verthelefs,  Sir  William  rifmo;  up    faid  the  procla- 

fpeaker.  .  ?       r  , 

mationwas  not  only  unprecedented  and  unwarrant- 
able, but  even  of  dangerous  confcquence  to  the 
very  being  of  parliaments.  When  challenged  to 
juftify  his  charge,  he  obferved,  that  every  member 
was  free  to  fpeak  his  thoughts.  Some  exclaimed, 
*'  The  Tower,  the  Tower."  A  warm  debate  en- 
fued  :  Sir  William  being  ordered  to  withdraw,  was 
accompanied  by  one  hundred  and  twenty- nine 
members  •,  and,  thofe  who  remained  in  the  houle 
refolved,  That  he  mould  be  reprimanded  by  the 
fpeaker.  He  was  accordingly  rebuked  for  having 
pre fumed  to  reflect  on  his  majeily's  proclamation  ; 
and  made  an  unwarrantable  ufe  of  the  f  eedom  of 
fpeech  granted  by  his  majefty.  Sir  William  laid, 
he  was  not  confcious  of  having  offered  any  indig- 
nity to  his  majefty,  or  of  having  been  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  privilege  :  that  he  aquiefced  in  the  de- 
termination of  the  houfe  •,  but  had  no  thanks  to 
give  to  thofe  gentlemen,  who,  under  pretence  of 
knity,  had  fubjec"ted  him  to  this  ceniure. 

On  the  ninth  day  of  April  general  Stanhope  du- 
livered  to  the  houfe  of  commons  fourteen  volumes, 
confiding  of  all  the  papers  relating  to  the  late  ne- 
gotiations of  peace  and  commerce,  as  well  as  to  the 
cefiation  of  arms  -,  and  moved,  that  they  might  be 
C°)fecre-tee  re^erre4  to  a  felefl  committee  of  twenty  perfons, 
"Lvy>    who  Iriould   digeft  the  fubftance  of  them  under 
proper  heads,  and  report  them,  with  their  obierva- 
tions,  to  the  houfe.     One  more  was  added  to  the 
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number  of  this  fecret  committee,  which  was  chofen  A-c-  -i*^ 
by  ballot;  and  met  that  fame  evening.  Robert 
Walpole,  original  chairman,  being  taken  ill,  was 
fucceeded  in  that  place  by  Mr.  Stanhope.  The 
whole  number  was  fubdividecl  into  three  commit- 
tees ;  to  each  a  certain  number  of  books  was  allotted ; 
#nd  they  carried  on  the  enquiry  with  great  tragernefs 
and  expedition.  Before  this  meafure  was  taken  Dr. 
Gilbert  Burnet,  bifhop  of  Sarum,  died  of  a  pleuritic 
fever,  in  the  feventy-fecond  ytar  of  his  age  ;*  and 
immediately  after  the  committee  had  begun  to 
aft,  the  Whig  party  loft  one  of  their  warmeft 
champions,  by  the  death  of  the  marquis  of  Whar- 
ton,  a  nobleman  poffefled  of  happy  talents  for  the 
cabinet,  the  fenate,  and  the  common  fcenes  of 
life ;  talents  which  a  life  of  pleafurc  and  liberti- 
nifrn  did  not  prevent  him  from  employing  with  fur- 
priiing  vigour  and  application.  The  committee 
of  the  lower  houfe  taking  the  civil  lift  into  confi- 
deration,  examined  fcveral  papers  relating  to  that 
revenue.  The  Tories  obferved,  that  from  the 
feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  granted  annually 
to  king  William,  the  fum  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds 
was  allotted  to  the  late  queen  when  princefs  of 
Penmark  -,  twenty  thoufand  pounds  to  the  duke  of 
Gloucefter;  and  twice  that  furn  as  a  dowry  to 
James's  queen  :  that  near  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  had  been  yearly  deduced  rrom  the  revenue 
of  the  late  queen's  civil  lift,  and  applied  to  other 
ufes  i  notwithstanding  which  deduction,  me  had 
honourably  maintained  her  family,  and  fupported 
the  dignity  of  the  crown.  In  the  courfe  of  the  de- 
bate fome  warm  altercation  paflcd  between  lord 
Guernfey  and  one  of  the  members,  who  affirmed, 
that  the  late  miniftry  had  ufed  the  Whigs,  and, 
indeed,  the  whole  nation,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
nothing  they  mould  fuffer  could  be  deemed  a 
hardfhip.  At  length,  the  houfe  agreed,  that  the 
fum  of  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  clear  ihould 

be 
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A.C.  1715.  foe  granted  for  the  civil  lift  during  his  mnjefty's 
life.  A  motion  being  made  for  an  addrefs  againfb 
penfions,  it  was  oppoied  by  Mr.  Walpole,  and 
over-ruled  by  the  majority :  and  the  lords  pafied 
the  bill  for  regulating  the  land-forces,  with  fome 
amendments. 

sir  John          On  the  eighteenth  day  of  May  Sir  John  Norris 
Norrisfent  failed  with  a  itrone  fquadron  to  the  Baltic,  in  order 

with  a  fleet  01  r     i  •  ••  •    i     i       i 

to  the  to  protect  the  commerce  or  the  nation,  wnicn  had 
paUk-  fufiered  from  the  king  of  Sweden,  who  caufed  all 
fhips  trading  to  thofe  parts  to  be  feized  and  con- 
fifcated.  That  prince  had  rejected  the  treaty  of 
neutrality  concerted  by  the  allies  for  the  fecurity  of 
the  empire  ;  and  confidered  the  Englifh  and  Dutch 
as  his  enemies.  The  minifters  of  England  and 
the  flares -general  had  prefented  memorials  to  the 
regency  of  Sweden  ;  but  rinding  no  redrefs,  they 
refolved  to  protect  their  trade  by  force  of  arms. 
After  the  Swedifh  general  Steenbock  and  his  army 
were  made  prifonen,  count  Wellen  concluded  a 
treaty  with  the  adminiftrator  of  Holftein-Gottorp, 
by  which  the  towns  of  Stetin  and  Wifmar  were 
iequeftered  into  the  hands  of  the  king  of  Pruffla ; 
and  the  adminiftrator  engaged  to  fecure  them  and 
all  the  reft  of  Swedifh  Pomerania  from  the  Poles 
and  Mufcovites  ;  but,  as  the  governor  of  Pomera- 
nia refufed  to  comply  with  this  treaty,  thofe  allies 
marched  into  the  province,  fubdued  the  ifland  of 
Rugen,  and  obliged  Stetin  to  furrender.  Then 
the  governor  coniented  to  the  fequeftration,  and 
payed  to  the  Poles  and  Mufcovites  four  hundred 
thoufand  rix-dollars,  to  indemnify  them  for  the 
expence  of  the  fiege.  The  king  of  Sweden  return- 
ing from  Turkey,  rejected  the  treaty  of  fequeftra- 
tion, and  infifted  upon  Stetin's  being  reftored, 
without  his  repaying  the  money.  As  this  mo- 
narch likewife  threatened  to  invade  the  electorate 
of  Saxony,  and  chaftife  his  falie  friends  •,  king 
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George,  for  the  iecurity  of  his  German  dominions,  A-  c-  J7'5- 
concluded  a  treaty  with  the  king  of  Denmark ; 
by  which  the  ciutchies  of  Bremen  and  Verden, 
which  had  been  taken  from  the  Swede  in  his  ab~ 
fence,  were  made  over  to  his  Britannick  majefty, 
on  condition  that  he  mould  immediately  declare 
v/ar  againft  Sweden.  Accordingly,  he  took  pof- 
feflion  of  the  dutchies  in  October  ;  publiilied  a 
declaration  of  war  againft  Charles  in  his  German 
dominions  ^  and  detached  fix  thoufand  Hanoverians 
to  join  the  Danes  and  Pruflians  in  Pomerania. 
Thefe  allies  reduced  the  iflands  of  Rugen  and 
Uledon,  and  attacked  the  towns  of  Wifmar  and 
Stralfund,  from  which  laft  place  Charles  was 
obliged  to  retire  in  a  veflel  to  Schonen.  He 
afftmbled  a  body  of  troops,  with  which  he  pro- 
pofed  to  pats  the  Sound  upon  the  ice,  and  attack 
Copenhagen ;  but  was  difappointed  by  a  fudden 
thaw.  Neverthelefs,  he  refufed  to  return  to 
Stockholm,  which  he  had  not  feen  for  fixteen 
years  ;  but  remained  at  Carlefcroon,  in  order  to 
haftcn  his  fleet  for  the  relief  of  Wifmar. 

The  fpirit  of  difcontent  and  difaffection  feemed  D;rronfent 
to  gain  ground  everyday  in  England.  Notwith  -of  the 
Handing  proclamations  againft  riots,  and  orders  of natlon" 
the  juitices  for  maintaining  the  peace,  repeated 
tumults  were  raifed  by  the  malcontents  in  the 
cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter.  Thofe  who 
celebrated  the  anniverfary  of  the  king's  birth-day 
with  the  ufual  marks  of  joy  and  feftivity,  were  in- 
fulted  by  the  populace  ;  but,  next  day,  which  was 
the  anniverfary  of  the  reftoration,  the  whole  city 
was  lighted  up  with  bonfires  and  illuminations,  and 
ecchoed  with  the  found  of  mirth  and  tumultuous 
rejoicing.  The  people  even  obliged  the  lirc- 
'  guards  who  patroled  through  the  ftreets,  to  join 
in  the  cry  of  "  High  church  and  Ormond  !"  and 
in  Smithfield  they  burned  a  picture  of  king  Wil- 
liam. 
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A>C.  1713.  Ham.  Thirty  perfons  were  imprifoned  for  being 
concerned  in  thefe  riois.  One  Bournois,  a  fchool- 
maftcr,  who  affirmed  that  king  George  had  na 
right  to  the  crown,  was  tried  and  fcourged  through 
the  city,  with  fuch  feverity,  that  in  a  few  days  he 
expired  in  the  utmoft  torture.  A  frivolous  inci- 
dent feryed  to  increafe  the  popular  ferment.  The 
fhirts  allowed  to  the  fir  ft  regiment  of  guards,  com- 
manded by  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  were  fo 
conrfe,  that  the  foldiers  could  hardly  be  perfuadcd 
to  wear  them.  Some  were  thrown  into  the  king's 
and  duke  of  Marlborough's  gardens.  A  detach- 
ment, in  marching  through  the  city,  produced 
tlu'm  to  the  view  of  the  Shopkeepers  and  paffen- 
gcrs,  exclaiming,  "Thefe  are  the  Hanover  fhirts.'* 
The  court  being  informed  of  this  clamour,  order- 
ed thofe  new  lliirts  to  be  burned  immediately-,  but 
even  this  facrince,  and  an  advertifemtnt  published 
by  the  duke  of  Marlborough  in  his  own  vindica- 
tion, did  not  acquit  that  general  of  a  fuipicion  that 
he  was  concerned  in  this  mean  fpecies  of  pecula- 
tion. A  reward  of  fifty  pounds  was  offered  by  the 
government  to  any  perion  that  would  diicover  one 
captain  Wight,  who,  by  an  intercepted  letter,  ap- 
peared to  be  diiafftcled  to  king  George  j  and  Mr. 
George  Jeffries  was  fcized  an  Dublin  with  a  packet 
directed  to  Dr.  Jonathan  Swift,  dean  of  St.  Patrick's. 
Sev.ral  treafonable  papers  being  found  in  this 
packet,  were  transmitted  to  England  :  JeiFries  w:is 
obliged  to  give  bail  for  his  appearance  i  and  Swift 
thought  proper  to  abfcond. 

The  houfe  of  lords,  to  demonftrate  their  abhor- 
rence of  all  who  fhould  engage  in  confpiracics 
againft  their  fovercign,  rejected  with  indignation 
a  petition  prefented  to  them,  in  behalf  of  Black- 
burn, Caflils,  Be.narde,  Meldrum,  and  Chambers, 
who  had  hitherto  continued  prifoners,  for  having 
co.ifpircd  again:!  the  life  of  king  William,  On 

the 
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the  ninth  day  of  June,  Mr.  Walpole,  as  chairman  A-c.  >7;5- 
of  the  fecre:  committee,  declared  to  the  hoiife  of 
commons,  that  the  report  was  ready  -,  and  in  the 
mean  time  moved,  That  a  warrant  might  be  ifiued 
by  Mr.  Speuker  for  apprehending  fevcral  peribns, 
particularly  Mr.  Matthew  Prior  and  Mr.  Thomas 
jHarley,  who  being  in  the  houfe,  were  immedi- 
ately taken  into  curtody.  Then  he  read  the  report,  pesort  of 
ranged  under  thcfe  different  heads  :  The  chr.deftine  the  fecnrt 
negotiation  with  monfieur  Menager  :  the  extra- cc 
ordinary  meafures  purfued  to  form  the  congrefs  at 
Utrecht :  the  trifling  of  the  French  plenipotenti- 
aries, by  the  connivance  of  the  Britifh  minifters  : 
the  negotiation  about  the  renunciation  of  the 
Spanifh  monarchy :  the  fatal  fufpeniion  of  arms : 
the  feizure  of  Ghent  and  Bruges,  in  order  to  diftrefs 
the  allies  and  favour  the  French  :  the  duke  of 
Ormond's  acting  in  concert  with  the  French  gene- 
ral :  the  lord  Bolingbroke's  journey  to  France  to 
negotiate  a  feparate  peace  :  Mr.  Prior's  and  the 
duke  of  Shrewfbury's  negotiations  in  France  :  the 
precipitate  conclufion  of  the  peace  at  Utrecht. 
The  report  being  recited,  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer 
moved,  That  the  conlideration  of  it  mould  be  ad- 
journed to  a  certain  day  :  and,  that  in  the  mean 
time  the  report  mould  be  prefented  for  the  perufal 
of  the  members  :  he  was  feconded  by  the'Tories  -, 
a  debate  enfued  ;  and  the  motion  was  rejected  by 
a  great  majority. 

This   point    being  gained,    Mr.  Walpole   im-  Refoia';™« 
peached  Henry  lord  vifcount  Bolingbrokc  df  hljgji- JriSSj. 
treafon,  and  other  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanours.  broke,  the 
Mr.  Hungerford  declared  his  opinion,  that  nothing  forVth^*" 
mentioned  in  the  report,  in  relation  to  lord  Holing- dukeof'0r- 
broke,    amounted   to   high -treafon,  5  and  general  the"  /ri'of 
Rofs   exprefTed  the   iame  lentiment.     Then   lord  Str£l-jrd- 
Coningfby  {landing  up,    "  The  worthy  chairman 
"  (laid  he)  has  impeached  the  hand,  but  1  impeach 
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A.C.  1715.  a  the  head:  he  has  impeached  the  clerk,  and  I, 
"  the  juilice :  he  has  impeached  the  fcholar,  and 
"  I,  the  matter.     I  impeach  Robert  earl   of  Ox- 
"  ford  and   earl  Mortimer,  of  high-treafon,  and 
"  other  crimes  and  mifdemeanours."     Mr.  Audi- 
tor Karley,  the  can's  brother,  fpoke  in  vindication 
of  that  miniftcr.     He  affirmed  he  had  done  no- 
thing but  by  the  immediate  command  of  his  fove- 
reign :  that  the  peace  was  a  good   peace,  and  ap- 
proved as  fuch   by  two  parliaments  : .  and  that  the 
facts  charged  to  him  in  the   report  amounted  only 
to  mifdemeanours.     Mr.  Auditor  Foley,  the  earl's 
brother-in-law,  made  a  fpecch  to  the  fame  purpofe: 
Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll,  a  {launch  Whig,  and  member 
of  the   fecret   committee,    expreiled    his   doubt, 
•whether  they  had  fufficient  matter  or  evidence  to 
impeach  the  carl  of  high-treafon.     Neverthelefs, 
the    houfe    refolved   to   impeach   him,  without  a 
divifion.     When  he  appeared  in  the  houfe  of  lords 
next  day,  he  found  himfeif  avoided  by  his  brother 
peers,  as  infectious  :  and  retired  with  figns  of  con- 
fufion.     Prior  and  Harley  having  been  examined 
by  fuch  of  the  committee  as  were  juftices  of  the 
peace  for  Middltfex,  Mr.  Walpole   informed  the 
houfe,  that  matters  of  fuch  importance  appeared 
in  Prior's  examination,    that   he  was  directed  to 
move  them  for  that  member's  being  clofely  con- 
fined.    He  was  accordingly  cut  off  from  all  com- 
muriication.     On  the  twenty- firft  day  of  June  Mr. 
fecretary  Stanhope  impeached  James  duke  of  Or- 
mond  of  high-treafon,     and    other    high   crimes 
and  mifdemeanours.      Mr.  Archibald  Hutcninfori, 
one  of  the  commifiloners  of  trade,  fpoke  in  favour 
of  the  duke.     Fie  expatiated  on   his  noble   birth 
and  qualifications:  he  enumerated  the  great  fervices 
performed  to  the  crown   and  nation  by  his  grace 
and  his  anccftors  :    he  obferved,  that  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  his  late  conduct,  he  had  only  obeyed  the 
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queen's  commands:  and  affirmed,  that  all  the  A.  c. 
allegations  againfl  him,  could  nor,  in  the  rigour  of 
the  law,  be  conftrued  into  high-treafon.  Mr. 
Hutchinibn  was  ieconded  by  general  Lumley,  who 
urged  that  the  duke  of  Ormond  had  on  all  occa- 
fions  given  fignal  proofs  of  his  affection  for  his 
country,  as  well  as  of  perlbnal  courage  :  that  he 
had  generoufly  expended  the  beft  part  of  his 
eftate  by  living  abroad  in  a  mod  noble  and  fplen- 
did  manner,  for  the  honour  of  his  country.  Sir 
Jofeph  Jekyll  faid,  if  there  was  room  for  mercy, 
he  hoped  it  would  be  ihewn  to  thai  noble,  gene- 
rous, and  courageous  peer,  who  had  in  a  courfe 
of  many  years  exerted  thofe  great  accomplifh- 
ments.for  the  good  and  honour  of  his  country  : 
that,  as  the  fbtute  of  Edward  III.  on  which  the 
charge  of  high-trealbn  againit  him  was  to  be 
grounded,  had  been  mitigated  by  lubfequent  acts, 
the  houfe  ought  Hot,  in  his  opinion,  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  that  act  againfl:  the  duke,  but  only 
impeach  him  of  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanours. 
General  Rofs,  Sir  William  Wyndham,  and  the 
fpeakers  of  that  party,  did  not  abandon  the  duke 
in  this  emergency  ;  but  all  their  arguments  and 
eloquence  were  loft  upon  the  other  faction,  by 
which  they  were  greatly  outnumbered ;  and  the 
queftion  being  put,  was  carried  for  the  impeach- 
ment of  the  duke  of  Ormond,  who  perceiving 
every  thing  conducted  by  a  furious  fpirit  of  re- 
venge, and  that  he  could  not  expect  the  benefit  of 
an  impartial  trial,  coniulted  his  own  lafety  by  with- 
drawing himfelf  from  the  kingdom.  On  the 
twenty- fecond  day  of  June  the  earl  of  Stratford  was 
likewife  impeached  by  Mr.  Aiflabie,  for  having 
advifed  the  fatal  fuipenfion  of  arms,  and  the  Icizing 
of  Ghent  and  Bruges  ;  and  for  having  treated  the 
fcrene  houfe  of  Hanover  v/kh  inlblence  and 

con- 
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'A. c.  1715. contempt.      He  was  alfo  defended  by  his  friends,- 
but  overpowered  by  his  enemies. 

When  the  articles  againft  the  earl  of  Oxford 
were  read  in  the  houie,  a  warm  debate  arofe  upon 
the  eleventh,  by  which  he  was  charged  with  hav- 
ing advifed  the  French  king  in  what  manner  Tour- 
nay  might  be  gained  from  the  ftates- general.  The 
queilion  being  put,  Whether  this  article  amounted 
to  high -trcalbn  ?  Sir  Robert  Raymond,  formerly 
follicitor-general,  maintained  the  negative,  and 
was  fupported  not  only  by  Sir  William  Wyndham 
and  the  Tories,  but  ailb  by  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll,  who 
laid,  it  was  ever  his  principle  to  do  juftice  to 
every  body  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft ;  and, 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  an  honeft  man  never  to  act 
by  a  fpirit  of  party  :  that  he  hoped  he  might  pre- 
tend to  have  iome  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  the 
kingdom  •,  and  would  not  fcruple  to  declare,  that 
in  his  judgment,  the  charge  in  queition  did  not 
amount  to  high-treafon.  Mr.  Walpole  anfwered 
with  great  warmth,  that  there  were  leveral  perfons 
both  in  and  out  of  the  committee,  who  did  not 
in  the  leaft  yield  to  that  member  in 'point  of honefty  •, 
and  who  were  fuperior  to  him  in  the  knowledge  o£ 
the  laws,  yet  were  fatisfied,  that  the  charge  fpeci- 
fied  in  the  eleventh  article  amounted  to  high-trea- 
fon. This  point  being  decided  againft  the  earl, 
and  the  other  articles  approved  by  the  houfe,  the 
lord  Coningfby,  attended  by  the  Whig  members, 
impeached  the  carl  of  Oxford  at  the  bar  of  the 
houfe  of  lord?,  demanding,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
he  might  be  fequeftered  from  parliament,  andcom- 
.  mitted  to  iafe  cui'iody.  A  motion  was  made,  that 
the  confideration  of  the  articles  might  be  adjourn- 
ed. After  a  fhort  debate  the  articles  were  read  : 
then  the  Tory  lords  moved,  that  the  judges  might 
be  confulted.  This  motion  being  rejected,  an- 
other 
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other  was  made,   that  the  earl  fhculd  be  commit-  A-c-  '7's- 
ted  to  fafe  culloJy  :  this  occaiioned  another  debate, 
in  which  he  himlelf  fpoke  to  the  following  purpofe: 
That  the  whole  charge  might  be  reduced  to  the 
negotiations  and  conclulion  of  the  peace  :  that  the 
nation  wanted   a  peace,  he  iaid,   no  body  would 
deny :  that   the   conditions  of  this  peace  were  as 
good  as  could  be  expected,  confidering  the  back- 
wardnefs  and  rtluctancy  which  fome  of  the  allies 
fhewed  to  come  into  the  queen's  meafures :  that 
-the  peace  was  approved  by  two  fucceffive  parlia- 
ments :  that  he  had  no  fhare  in  the  affair  of  Tour- 
nay,  which  was  wholly  tranfacted  by  that  unfortu- 
nate nobleman  who  had  thought  fit  to  flep  afide  : 
that,  for  his  own  part,   he  always  acted  by  the  im- 
mediate directions  and  commands  of  the  late  queen, 
without  offending  againfc  any  known  law ;  and  be- 
ing juftified  by  his  own  conference,  was  unconcern- 
ed for  the  life  of  an  insignificant  old  man  :  that,  if 
minifters  of  fiate,  acting  by  the  immediate  com- 
mands of  their  fovereign,  are  afterwards  to  be  made 
accountable  for  their  proceedings,  it  might  one  day 
or  other  be  the  cafe  with  all  the  members  of  thac 
auguft  affcmbly  :  that  he  did  not  doubt  their  loixl- 
ihips,  out  of  regard  to  themfelves,  would  give  him 
an  equitable  hearing :  and  that,  in  the  profecution 
of  the  inquiry  it  would  appear,  he  had  merited  not 
only  the  indulgence,  but  even  the  favour  of  this 
government.     "  My  lords  (faid  he)   I  am  now  to 
'    take  my  leave  of  your  lordfhips,  and  of  this  ho- 
'    nourable  houfe,    perhaps  for  ever.     I  mall  lay 
*    down  my  life  with  plcafure  in  a  caufe  favoured 
'    by  my  late  dear  royal  miftrefs.    When  I  confider 
1    that  I  am  to  be  judged  by  the  juitice,  honour, 
',    and  virtue  of  my  peers,  I  mail  acquiefce,   and 
*'  retire  with  great  content :  and,  my  lords,  God's 
"  will  be  done."     The  duke  of  Shrewfbury  hav- 
ing acquainted  the  houfe,  that  the  earl  was  very 
N°.  94,  N  much 
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A  c.  1713.  much  indifpofed  with  the  gravel,  he  was  fuffered 
to  remain  at  his  own  houfe,  in  cuftody  of  the  black 
fod:  in  his  way  thither   he  was  attended    by  a, 
great  multitude  of  people,  crying,  "High  church, 
"  Ormond,  and  Oxford  for  ever !"     Next  day  he 
was  brought  to  the  bar,  where  he  received  a  copy 
of  the  articles,  and  was  allowed  a  month  to  prepare 
his  anfwer.     Though  Dr.  Mead  declared,    that  if 
the  earl  Ihould  be  fent  to  the  Tower  his  life  would 
be  in  danger  ;  it  was  carried,  on  a  divifion,  thac  he 
fhould  be  conveyed  thither  on  the  fixteenth  day  of 
July.     During   the  debate  the   earl  of  Anglefey 
obferved,  that  thefe  impeachments  were  difagree- 
able  to  the  nation  -,  and  that  it  was  to  be  feared, 
fuch  violent  meaiures  would  make  the  fceptre  make 
in  the  king's  hands.     This  exprefiion  threw  the 
whole  houfe  in  a  flame.     Some  members  cried, 
46  To  the  Tower."     Some,    "  To  order."     The 
earl  of  Sutherland  declared,  that  if  thefe  words  had 
been  fpoken  in  another  place,  he  would  have  called 
the  perfon  that  fpoke  them  to  an  account ;  in  the 
mean  time  he  moved,  that  he  mould  explain  him- 
felf.     Anglefey,    dreading  the  refentment  of  the 
houfe,  was  glad   to  make  an  apology ;  which  was 

lad  or  ox-  accepted.     The  earl  of  Oxford  was  attended  to  the 

fori  fent  to    _.  ,  ,.     .  r  , 

the  Tower.  Tower  by  a  prodigious  concourie  of  people,  who 
did  not  fcruple  to  exclaim  againft  his  periecutors. 
Tumults  were  raifed  in  Staffbrdmire  and  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  againft  the  Whig  party, 
which  had  deprefied  the  friends  of  the  church  and 
embroiled  the  nation.  The  houfe  of  commons 
prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  defiring  that  the 
laws  might  be  vigoroufly  executed  agarnit  the  rio- 

SjjJS*"  ters-  They  prepared  the  proclamation- aft,  decree- 
ing, that  if  any  perfons  to  the  number  of  twjlvc, 
unlawfully  afiembled,  mould  continue  together  one 
hour  after  having  been  required  to  difperfe,  by  a 
juftke  of  peace  or  other  officer,  and  heard  the  pro- 
clamation 
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tlamation  againft  riots  read  in  public,  they  fhould  A  c.  1715. 
be  deemed  guilty  of  felony  without  benefit  of  the 
clergy. 

When  the  king  went  to  the  houfe  of  peers  on  The  !:irs 
the  twentieth  day  of  July,  to  give  the  royal  afltri 
to  this  and  fome  other  bills,  he  told  both  houfts,  mfnt.tk« » 
that  a  rebellion  was  actually  begun  at  home  ;  and,  b.gun.0" 
that  the  nation  was  threatened  with  an  invafion 
from  abroad.  He  therefore  expected,  that  the 
commons  would  not  leave  the  kingdom  in  a  de- 
fencelefs  condition,  but  enable  him  to  take  fuch 
meafures  as  mould  be  n^ceffary  for  the  public 
fafety.  Addrefies  in  the  ufual  ilile  were  immedia- 
tely prefented  by  the  parliament,  the  convocation, 
the  common-council,  and  lieutenancy  of  London, 
and  the  two  univerfities,  though  that  of  Oxford 
was  received  in  the  moft  coniemptuous  manner, 
the  deputies  being  charged  with  dhloyalty,  on  ac- 
count of  a  fray  which  had  happened  between  fome 
recruiting  officers  and  the  icholars  of  the  univerfuy. 
The  addreffes  from  the  kirk  of  Scotland,  and  the 
difienting  miniiters  of  London  and  Weftminller, 
met  with  a  much  more  gracious  reception.  The 
parliament  forthwith  pafied  an  act,  impowering  the 
king  to  iecure  fuipected  perfons,  and  to  luipend 
the  Habeas-corpus  act  in  that  time  of  danger.  A 
claufe  was  added  to  a  money-bill,  offering  the  re- 
ward of  one  hundred  thouiand  pounds  to  fuch  as 
mould  feize  the  pretender  dead  or  alive.  Sir 
George  Byngwas  fent  to  take  the  command  of  the 
fleet :  general  Erie  repaired  to  his  government  of 
Portfmouth  :  the  guards  were  encamped  in  Hyde- 
park  :  lord  Irwin  was  appointed  governor  of  Hull, 
in  the  room  of  brigadier  Sutton,  who,  with  lord 
VVindfor,  the  generals  Rofs,  Webb,  and  Stuart,  were 
•difmified  from  the  fcrrvice.  Orders  were  given  for 
raifing  thirteen  regiments  of  dragoons,  and  eight 
of  infantry  >  and  the  trained- bands  were  kept  in 
N  2  readintis 
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A.C.  1715- readinefs  to  fupprefs  tumults.  In  the  midft  of 
thefe  tranfacticns  the  commons  added  fix  arti- 
cles to  thole  exhibited  againfl  the  earl  of  Oxford. 
Lord  Bolingbroke  was  impeached  at  the  bar  of 
the  houfe  of  lords  by  Mr.  Walpole :  bills  being 
brought  in  to  fummon  him  and  the  duke  of  Or- 
mond,  to  furrender  themfelves  by  the  tenth  of 
September,  or  in  default  thereof,  to  attaint  them 
of  high-treafon  ;  they  paffed  both  houfes,  and  re- 
ceived the  royal  affent.  On  the  laft  day  of  Auguft 
the  commons  agreed  to  the  articles  againfl  the 
earl  of  Strafrord,  which  being  prefented  to  the 
houfe  of  lords,  the  earl  made  a  ipeech  in  his  own 
vindication.  He  complained  that  his  papers  had 
been  feized  in  an  unprecedented  manner.  He  faid, 
if  he  had  in  his  letters,  or  difcourfe,  dropped  any 
unguarded  expreffions  againft  fome  foreign  mini- 
fters,  while  he  had  the  honour  to  reprelent  the 
crown  of  Great-Britain,  he  hoped  they  would  not 
be  accounted  criminal  by  a  Britifh  houfe  of  peers  : 
he  defired  he  might  be  allowed  a  competent  time  to 
anfwer  the  articles  brought  againft  him,  and  have 
duplicates  of  all  the  papers  which  had  either  been 
layed  before  the  committee  of  fecrecy,  or  remained 
in  the  hands  of  the  government,  to  be  ufed  occa- 
fionally  in  his  juftincaticn.  This  requeir.  was  ve- 
hemently oppoied  by  the  leaders  of  the  other 
party,  until  the  earl  of  llay  rcpreiented,  that  in  all 
civilized  nations,  all  courts  of  judicature,  except 
the  inquifition,  allowed  the  perfons  arraigned  ail 
that  was  nectfiary  for  their  juitification  :  and,  that 
the  houfe  of  peers  of  Great  Britain  ought  not,  in 
this  cafe,  to  do  any  thing  contrary  to  that  honour 
and  equity  for  which  they  were  fo  juftly  renowned 
throughout  all  Europe.  This  obfervation  made  an 
impreiiion  upon  the  houfe,  which  refolved,  that  the 
earl  fhoulci  be  indulged  with  copies  of  fuch  papers 
as  he  might  have  occaiion  to  ufc  in  his  de&nce. 

OH 
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On  the  third  day  of  September  Oxford's  anfwer  A.C.  J7i5. 
was  delivered  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  who  tranfmitt- 
cd  it  to  the  commons.  Mr.  Walpole  having  heard 
it  read,  faid,  it  contained  little  more  than  a  repeti- 
tion of  what  had  been  fuggefted  in  fome  pamphlets 
and  papers  which  had  been  publifhed  in  vindica- 
tion of  the  late  miniftry  :  that  it  was  a  faife  and 
malicious  libel,  laying  upon  his  royal  miftrefs  the 
blame  of  all  the  pernicious  meafures  he  had  led  her 
into,  againft  her  own  honour,  and  the  good  of  his 
country  :  that  it  was  likewiie  a  libel  on  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  commons,  fince  he  endeavoured  to 
clear  thofe  perfons  who  had  already  confefied  their 
guilt  by  flight.  After  fome  debate  the  houfe  re- 
folved,  That  the  anfwer  of  Robert  earl  of  Oxford 
fhould  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
draw  up  articles  of  impeachment,  and  prepare  evi- 
dence againft  the  impeached  lords  :  and,  That  the 
committee  mould  prepare  a  replication  to  the  an- 
fwer. This  was  according  prepared,  and  fent  up 
to  the  lords.  Then  the  committee  reported,  That  r>"ke  of 
Mr.  Prior  had  grofly  prevaricated  on  his  examina-  °™BoKnI- 
tion,  and  behaved  with  great  contempt  of  their  brpke  at- 
authority.  The  duke  of  Ormond  and  the  lord  tai 
vifcount  Bolingbroke  having  omitted  to  furrender 
themfelves  within  the  time  limited,  the  houfe  of 
lords  ordered  the  earl-marfhal  to  raze  out  of  the 
lilt  of  peers  their  names  and  armorial  bearings.  In- 
ventories were  taken  of  their  perfonal  eflates ;  and 
the  duke's  achievement,  as  knight  of  the  garter, 
was  taken  down  from  St.  George's  chapel  at  Wind- 
for.  A  man  of  candour  cannot,  without  an  emo- 
tion of  grief  and  indignation,  reflect  upon  the  ruin 
of  the  noble  family  of"  Ormond,  in  the  perfon  of  a 
brave,  generous,  and  humane  nobleman,  to  whom 
•  no  crime  was  imputed,  but  that  of  having  obeyed 
the  command  of  his  fovereign.  About  this  pe- 
riod tlie  royal  affent  was  given  to  an  acl:  for  encou- 
N  3  raging 
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A.  c,  1715,  raging  loyalty  in  Scotland.  By  this  law,  the  tenant 
who  continued  peaceable  while  his  lord  took  arms 
in  favour  of  the  pretender,  was  invefted  with  the 
property  of  the  lands  he  rented  -,  and,  on  the  other 
hand  it  was  decreed,  That  the  lands  poiTefied  by 
any  pe.rfon  guilty  cf  high-treafon,  mould  revert  to 
the  fuperior  of  whom  they  were  held,  and  be  con- 
folidated  with  the  fuperiority  :  and,  That  all  intails 
and  fettlements  of  eftates  fmce  the  firfl  day  of  Au- 
guft,  in  favour  of  children,  with  a  fraudulent  in- 
tent to  avoid  the  punifhment  of  the  law  due  to  the 
offence  of  high-treafon,  mould  be  null  and  void. 
It  likewife  contained  a  claufe  for  fummoning  fuf- 
pedted  perfons,  to  find  bail  for  their  good  beha- 
viour, on  pain  of  being  denounced  rebels.  By  vir- 
tue of  this  clanfe  all  the  heads  of  the  Jacobite  clans, 
and  other  fufpecled  perfons,  were  fummoned  to 
Edinburgh  ;  and  thole  who  did  not  appear  were 
declared  rebels. 

intrico«  of  By  this  time  the  rebellion  was  actually  begun  in 
thejaco-  Scotland.  The  diflenfions  occafioned  in  that  coun- 
try by  the  union  had  never  been  wholly  appeafed. 
Even  fmce  the  queen's  death,  addrelTes  were  pre- 
pared in  different  parts  of  Scotland  againft  the 
ur.ion,  which  was  deemed  a  national  grievance  : 
and  the  Jacobites  did  not  fail  to  encourage  this 
^verfion.  Though  their  hopes  of  dirTolving  thac 
treaty  were  baffled  by  the  induftry  and  other  arts 
of  the  Rtvolutioners,  who  fecured  a  majority  of 
,  Whigs  in  parliament,  they  did  not  lay  afide  their 
clefign  of  attempting  fomething  of  confequence  in 
favour  of  the  pretender  j  but  maintained  a  corrd- 
pondence  with  the  malcontents  of  England,  a  great 
number  of  whom  were  driven  by  apprehenfion, 
hard  ulagc,  and  refentment,  into  a  fyftem  of  poli- 
tics which  otherwise  they  would  not  have  efpoufed. 
The  Tories  finding  themielves  totally  excluded 
from  any  {hare  in  the  government  and  legiflature, 

and 
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arid  expofed  to  the  infolence  and  fury  of  a  faction  A- c-  »7J$» 
which  they  defpifed,  began  to  wifh  in  earned  for 
a  revolution.  Some  of  them  held  private  conful-- 
tations,  and  communicated  with  the  Jacobites, 
who  conveyed  their  fentiments.  to  the  chevalier  de 
St.  George,  with  fuch  exaggerations  as  were  dic- 
tated by  their  own  eagernefs  and  extravagance. 
They  allured  the  pretender,  that  the  nation  was 
wholly  ditaffefted  to  the  new  government ;  and  in- 
deed, the  clamours,  tumults,  and  converfation  of 
the  people  in  general,  countenanced  this  afTertion. 
They  promifed  to  take  arms  without  further  delay 
in  his  favour  ;  and  engaged  that  the  Tories  mould 
join  them  at  his  firit  landing  in  Great-Britain. 
They,  therefore,  befought  him  to  come  over  with 
all  poflible  expedition,  declaring,  that  his  appear- 
ance would  produce  an  immediate  revolution.  The 
chevalier  refolved  to  take  the  advantage  of  this  fa- 
vourable difpofition.  He  had  recourfe  to  the 
French  king,  who  had  always  been  the  refuge  of 
his  family.  Lewis  favoured  him  in  fecret  j  and, 
notwithftanding  his  late  engagements  with  Eng- 
land, cherimed  the  ambition  of  raifing  him  to  the 
throne  of  Great-Britain.  He  fupplied  him  pri- 
vately with  iums  of  money,  to  prepare  a  fmall  ar- 
mament in  the  port  of  Havre,  which  was  equipped 
in  the  name  of  Depine  D'Anicaut :  and  without  all 
doubt,  his  defign  was  to  afilft  him  more  effedually, 
in  proportion  as  the  Englifh  mould  manifeil  their 
attachment  to  the  houfe  of  Stuart.  The  duke  of 
Ormond  and  the  lord  Bolingbroke,  who  had  retired 
to  France,  finding  themselves  condemned  un- 
heard, and  attainted,  engaged  in  the  fervice  of 
the  chevalier,  and  correfponded  with  the  Tories  of 
England. 

All  thefe  intrigues  and  machinations  were  difco- 

yered  and  communicated  to  the  court  of  London 

N  4  by 
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A.C.  1715.  by  the  earl  of  Stair,  who  then  refided  as  EnglifH 
ambafTador  at  Paris.  He  was  a  nobleman  of  un- 
queftioned  honour  and  integrity ,  generous,  humane, 
difcerning,  and  refolute.  He  had  fignalizea  him- 
felf  by  his  valour,  intrepidity,  and  other  military 
talents,  during  the  war  in  the  Netherlands,  •,  and 
he  now  acted  in  another  fphere  with  uncommon 
vigour,  vigilance,  and  addrefs.  He  detected  the 
chevalier's  icheme  while  it  was  yet  in  embryo,  and 
gave  fuch  early  notice  of  it,  as  enabled  the  king 
of  Great-Britain  to  take  effectual  meafures  for  de- 
feating the  defign.  All  the  pretender's  intereft  in 
France  expired  with  Lewis  XIV.  that  oftentatioua 
tyrant,  who  had  for  above  half  a  century  facrificed 
the  repofe  of  Chriftendom  to  his  iniatiate  vanity 
v.  and  ambition.  At  his  death,  which  happened  on 
the  firft  day  of  September,  the  regency  of  the 
kingdom  devolved  to  the  duke  of  Orleans, 
who  adopted  a  new  fyftem  of  politics,  and  had 
already  entered  into  engagements  with  the  king  of 
Great-Britain.  Inftead  of  afiifting  the  pretender, 
he  amufed  his  agents  with  myfterious  and  equi- 
vocal expreflions,  calculated  to  fruftrate  the  defign 
of  the  expedition.  Neverthelefs,  the  more  violent 
part  of  the  Jacobites  in  Great- Britain  believed  he 
was  at  bottom  a  friend  to  their  caufe ;  and  depend- 
ed upon  him  for  fuccour.  They  even  extorted 
from  him  a  fum  of  money  by  dint  of  importuni- 
ties, and  fome  arms;  but  the  veflel  was  fhip- 
wrecked,  and  the  cargo  loft  upon  the  coall  of 
Scotland. 

The  partifans  of  the  pretender  had  proceeded 
too  far  to  retreat  with  fafety ;  and  therefore  refolv- 
ed  to  try  their  fortune  in  the  field.  The  earl  of 
Mar  repaired  to  the  Highlands,  where  he  held 
confutations  with  the  marquifles  of  Huntley  and 
Tullibardine,  the  earls  Mariichal  and  Southeik, 

the 
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the  generals  Hamilton  and  Gordon,  with  the  chiefs  A>  c->7i5 
of  the   Jacobite  clans.     Then  he  affembled  three  The 
hundred  of  his  own  vafials,  proclaimed  the  preten-  Marfetsup 
der  at  Caftletown,   and  let  up  his  ftandard  at  Brae-  IJ^.J*1"1' 
Mar  on  the  fixth  day  of  September.     By  this  timeda^in  M 
the  earls  of  Home,  Wigtown,    and  Kinnoul,  the  Scotlan<l» 
lord  Defkford,  and  Lockhart  of  Carnwath,  with 
other  perfons  fufpected  of  difaffection  to  the  pre- 
fent  government,    were  committed  prifoners  to  the 
caftle  of  Edinburgh  ;  and  major-general  Whetham 
marched  with  the  regular  troops  which  were  in  that 
kingdom,  to  fecure  the  bridge  of  Stirling.    Before 
thefe  precautions  were  taken,  two  veffels  had  ar- 
rived at  Arbroath  from  Havre,  with  arms,  ammu- 
nition, and  a  good  number  of  officers,  who  allured 
the  earl  of  Mar,  that  the  pretender  would  foon  be 
with  him  in  perfon.     The  death  of  Lewis  XIV. 
ftruck  a  general  damp  upon  their  fpirits  ;   but  they 
layed  their  account  with  being  joined  by  a  powerful 
body  in  England.     The  earl   of  Mar,    by  letters 
and  meflages,  prefled  the  chevalier  to  come  over    - 
without  further  delay.     He,  in  the  mean  time,  af- 
fumed  the  title  of  lieutenant-general  of  the  preten- 
der's forces,  publimed  a  declaration,  exhorting  the 
people  to  take  arms  for  their  lawful  fovereign  ;  and 
this  was  followed  by  a  fhrewd  manifeil'O,  explain- 
ing the  national  grievances,  and  alluring  the  peo- 
ple of  red  re  fs.     Some  of  his  par  titans  attempted  to    ' 
furprife  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh  ;  but  were  pre- 
vented by  the  vigilance   and  activity  of  colonel 
Stuart,  lieutenant-governor  of  that  fortrefs.    The 
duke  of  Argyle  fet  out  for  Scotland  as  commander 
in  chief  of  the  forces  in  North-Britain  :  the  earl 
of  Sutherland  let  fail  in  the  Queenborough  fhip  of 
war  for  the  North,  where  he  propofed  to  raife  his 
valTals  for  the    fervice  of  the  government;    and 
many  other  Scottiih  peers  returned  to  their  own 

country, 
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A,  c.  1715*  country,  in  order  to  fignalize  their  loyalty  to  king 

George. 

ISLsof  *n  Engird the  practices  of  the  Jacobites  did  not 
the  lower  efcape  the  notice  of  the  miniftry.  Lieutenant-co- 
SUtoeu?*11  lonel  ^aul  was  iniprifoned  m  tne  Gate-houfe,  for 
tod/.  inlifting  men  in  the  fervice  of  the  pretender.  The 
titular  duke  of  Powis  was  committed  to  the  Tower: 
the  lords  Lanfdown  and  Duplin  were  taken  into 
cuftody  ;  and  a  warrant  was  iflued  for  apprehend- 
ing the  earl  of  Jerfey.  The  king  defired  the  con- 
fent  of  the  lower  houfe  to  feize  and  detain  Sir  Wil- 
liam Wyndham,  Sir  John  Packington,  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Harvey  of  Combe,  Mr.  Thomas  Fofter,  Mr. 
John  Anftis,  and  Mr.  Corbet  Kynafton,  who  were 
members  of  the  houfe,  and  fufpected  of  favouring 
the  invafion.  The  commons  unanimoufly  agreed 
to  the  propofal,  and  prefented  an  addrels  fignifying 
their  approbation.  Harvey  and  Anftis  were  im- 
mediately fecured.  Fofter,  with  the  afiiftance  of 
ibme  popifh  lords,  afifembled  a  body  of  men  in 
Northumberland :  Sir  John  Packington  being  exa- 
mined before  the  council,  was  difmifled  for  want  of 
evidence.  Mr.  Kynafton  abfconded :  Sir  William 
Wyndham  was  feized  at  his  own  houfe  in  Somerfet- 
fhire,  by  colonel  Hufke  and  a  meflenger,  who  fe- 
cured his  papers :  he  found  means,  however,  to 
efcape  from  them ;  but  afterwards  furrendered 
himfelf,  and  having  been  examined  at  the  coun- 
cil-board, was  committed  to  the  Tower.  His  fa- 
ther-in law  the  duke  of  Somerfet  offered  to  become 
bound  for  his  appearance ;  and  being  rejected  as  bail, 
exprefied  his  relentment  fb  warmly,  that  the  king 
thought  proper  to  remove  him  from  the  office  of 
mafterof  the  horfe.  On  the  twenty  firft  day  of 
September  the  king  went  to  the  houfe  of  lords, 
and  pafled  the  bills  that  were  ready  for  the  royal 
afient.  Then  the  chancellor  read  his  majefty's 
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•fpeech,  exprefTing  his  acknowledgment  and  fatif-  A,C.  171$. 
faction  for  the  uncommon  marks  of  their  affection 
he  had  received  ;  and  the  parliament  adjourned  to 
the  iixth  day  of  October. 

The  friends  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart  were  very  nu- 
merous m  the  weflern  counties,  and  began  to  make 
preparations  for  an  infurrection.  They  had  con- 
ceaJed  fome  arms  and  artillery  at  Bath,  and  formed 
a  defign  to  lurprife  Briftol ;  but  they  were  betrayed 
and  dilcovered  by  the  emifTaries  of  the  govern- 
ment •,  which  baffled  all  their  fchemes,  and  appre- 
hended every  perfon  of  confequence  fufpected  of 
attachment  to  that  caufe.  The  univerfity  of  Ox- 
ford felt  the  rod  of  power  on  this  occafion.  Major- 
general  Pepper,  with  a  flfong  detachment  of  dra- 
goons, took  pofieflion  of  the  city  at  day-break, 
declaring  he  would  ufe  military  execution  on  all 
iludents  who  mould  prefume  to  appear  without  the 
limits  of  their  respective  colleges.  He  feized  ten 
or  eleven  perfons,  among  whom  was  one  Lloyd,  a 
cofTeeman  •,  and  made  prize  of  fome  horfes  and  fur- 
niture belonging  t6  colonel  Owen,  and  other  gen- 
tlemen. With  this  booty  he  retreated  to  Abing- 
don  -,  and  Handalyde's  regiment  of  foot  was  after- 
wards quartered  at  Oxford,  to  overawe  the  univer- 
fity. 'I  he  miniftry  found  it  more  difficult  to  fup- 
prefs  the  infurgents  in  the  northern  counties.  In  Thee*t',ol 
the  monuh  of  October,  the  earl  of  Derwentwater  DerwP«t- 
and  Mr.  Foftt-r  took  thi*  field  with  a  body  of  horfe,  Mr^FoS 
and  being  joined  by  fome  gentlemen  from  the  bor-  Pr  clai"» 
ders  ot  Scotland,  proclaimed  the  pretender  in  Wark-  tender!" 
worrh,  Morpeth,  and  Alnwick.  Their  firft  defign 
was  to  feize  the  town  of  Newcaftle,  in  which  they 
Jiad  many  friends :  but  they  found  the  gates  fhut 
upon  them,  and  retired  to  Hexham ;  while  gene- 
,  rai  Carpenter  having  affembled  a  body  of  dragoons, 
rtfolved  to  march  from  Newcaftle  and  attack  them 
Jjdbr;:  they  fliould  be  reinforced.  The  rebels  re- 

k  tiring 
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A,  c,  1715.  tiring  northward  to  Wooler,  were  joined  by  two  hun- 
dred Scottilh  horfe  under  the  lord  vifcount  Ken- 
muir,  and  the  earls  of  Carnwath  and  Wintoun, 
who  had  fet  up  the  pretender's  flandard  at  Moffat, 
and  proclaimed  him  in  different  parts  of  Scotland. 
The  rebels  thus  reinforced,  advanced  to  Kelfo, 
having  received  advice  that  there  they  would  be 
joined  by  Mackintom,  who  had  crofled  the  Forth 
with  a  body  of  Highlanders. 

By  this  time  the  earl  of  Mar  was  at  the  head  of 
ten  thoufand  men  well  armed.    He  had  fecured  the 
pa-fs  of  the  Tay  at  Perth,  where  his  he  ad- quarters 
were  eftabliflied,  and  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the 
whole  fruitful  province  of  Fife,  and  all  the  fea- 
coaft  on  that  fide  of  the  frith  of  Edinburgh.     He 
felected  two  thoufand  five  hundred  men,  command- 
ed by  brigadier  Mackintofh,  to  make  a  defcent  up- 
on the  Lothian  fide,  and  join  the  Jacobites  in  that 
county,  or  fuch  as  mould  take  arms  on  the  borders 
of  England.     Boats  were  afiembled  for  this  pur- 
pofe;    and,    notwithstanding  all   the   precautions 
that  could  be  taken  by  the  king's  mips  in  the  frith, 
to  prevent  the  defign,  above  fifteen   hundred  cho- 
fen  men  made  good  their  paflage  in  the  night,  and 
™<r«  Sf1  landed  on  the  coaft  of  Lothian,  having  crofled  an 
frith  of       arm  of  the  fea  about  fixteen  miles  broad,  in  open 
Lo'hian,10    boats  that  parted  through  the  midft  of  the  king's 
nd  join*     cruifers.     Nothing  could  be  better  concerted,  or 
executed  with  more    conduct    or    courage,   than 
was  this  hazardous  enterprize.     They  amufed  the 
king's  mips  with  marches  and  countermarches  along 
the  coaft,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  they  could  not 
poflibly  know   where  they  intended   to  embark. 
The  earl  of  Mar,  in  the  mean  time,  marched  from 
Perth  to  Dumblaine,  as  if  he  had  intended  to  crols 
the  Forth  at  Stirling-bridge  :  but  his  real  defign  was 
to  divert  the  duke  of  Argyle  from  attacking  his 
detachment  which  had  landed  in  Lothian.     So  far 

the 
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the  fcheme  fucceeded.  The  duke,  who  had  af- 
fembled  fome  troops  in  Lothian,  returned  to  Stir- 
ling with  the  utmoit  expedition,  after  having  fecur- 
ed  Edinburgh,  and  obliged  Mackintofh  to  aban- 
don his  dcfign  on  that  city.  He  had  actually  taken 
pofTeffion  of  Leith,  from  whence  he  retired  to  Sea- 
toun-houfe,  near  Prefton-pans,  which  he  fortified 
in  inch  a  manner  that  he  could  not  be  forced  with- 
out artillery.  Here  he  remained  until  he  received 
an  order  acrofs  the  frith  from  the  earl  of  Mar,  to 
join  lord  Kenmuir  and  the  Englifli  at  Kelfo,  for 
which  place  he  immediately  began  his  march,  and 
reached  it  on  the  twenty-lecond  day  of  October, 
though  a  good  number  of  his  men  had  deferted  en 
the  route. 

The  lord  Kenmuir,  with  the  earls  of  Wintoun, 
Nithfdale,  and  Carnwath  j  the  earl  of  Derwent- 
water  and  Mr.  Forfter,  with  the  Englifh  infur- 
gents,  arriving  at  the  fame  time,  a  council  of  war 
was  immediately  called.  Wintoun  propoled  that 
they  mould  march  immediately  into  the  weflern 
parts  of  Scotland,  and  join  general  Gordon,  who 
commanded  a  ftrong  body  of  Highlanders  in 
Argylefhire.  The  Englifh  infilled  upon  eroding 
the  Tweed,  and  attacking  general  Carpenter, 
whole  troops  did  not  exceed  nine  hundred  dra- 
goons. Neither  fcheme  was  executed.  They 
took  the  route  to  Jedburgh,  where  they  refolved 
to  leave  Carpenter  on  one  fide,  and  penetrate  into 
England  by  the  weilern  border.  The  Highlan- 
ders declared  they  would  not  quit  their  own  coun- 
try i  but  were  ready  to  execute  the  fcheme  propofed 
by  the  earl  of  Wintoun.  Means  however  v. 
found  to  prevail  upon  one  half  of  them  to  advance, 
v/hile  the  reft  returned  to  the  Highlands.  Ac 
'Brampton,  Forfter  opened  his  commiffion  of  ge- 
neral, which  had  been  fent  to  him  from  the  earl  cf 
and  proclaimed  the  pretender.  They  con- 
tinued 
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*•  c.  1715-  tinued  their  march  to  Penrith,  where  the  fherifF; 
afiifted  by  the  lord  Lonfdale  and  the  bifhop  of 
Carlifle,  had  aflembled  the  whole  pofle  comiratus 
of  Cumberland,  amounting  to  twelve  thouLmd 
men,  who  difperfed  with  the  utmott  precipitation  at 
the  approach  of  the  rebels.  From  Penrith,  For- 
fter proceeded  by  the  way  of  Kendal  and  Lancafter 
to  Prefton,  from  whence  Stanhope's  regiment  of 
dragoons,  and  another  of  militia,  immediately  re- 
tired; fo  that  he  took  pofieffion  of  the  place  with- 
out refiftance.  General  Wills  marched  againft  the 
enemy  with  fix  regiments  of  horfe  and  dragoons, 
and  one  battalion  of  foot  commanded  by  colonel 
Prefton.  They  had  advanced  to  the  bridge  of 
Ribble  before  Forfter  received  intelligence  of  their 
approach.  He  forthwith  began  to  raife  barrica- 
does,  and  put  the  place  in  a  pofture  of  defence. 
On  the  twelfth  day  of  November,  the  town  was 
brifkly  attacked  in  two  different  places  :  but  the 
king's  troops  met  with  a  very  warm  reception,  and 

^o  are  at  were  repulfed  with  confiderablc  lofs.     Next  day 

Prrfhnat  general  Carpenter  arrived  with  a  reinforcement  of 
three  regiments  of  dragoons  ;  and  the  rebels  were 
inverted  on  all  fides.  The  Highlanders  declared 
they  would  make  a  fally  fword  in  hand,  and  either 
cut  their  way  through  the  king's  troops,  or  perifh 
in  the  attempt;  but  they  were  over-ruled.  For- 
fter fent  colonel  Oxburgh  with  a  trumpet  to  gene- 
ral Wills,  to  propoie  a  capitulation,  lie  was  given 
to  underftand,  that  the  general  would  not  treat 
with  rebels ;  but,  in  cafe  of  their  lurrendering  at 
difcretion,  he  would  prevent  his  foldiers  from  put- 
ting them  to  the  fword,  until  he  fhoukl  receive 
further  orders.  He  granted  them  time  to  conlider 
till  next  morning,  upon  their  delivering  the  earl 
of  Derwentwater  and  Mackintofh  as  hoftages. 
When  Forfter  fubmitted,  this  Highlander  declar- 
ed, he  could  not  promiie  that  the  Scots  would 

fur  render 
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furrender  in  that  manner.     The   general  defired  A-c«  •  7 15. 
him  to  return  to  his  people,  and  he  would  forth- 
with attack  the  town,  in  which  cafe  every  man  of 
them  mould  be  cut  in  pieces.    The  Scottim  noble- 
men did  not  chufe  to  run  that  rifque ;  and  per- 
fuaded   the  Highlanders  to  accept  the  terms  that 
were  offered.     They  accordingly  laid  down  their  and  furrcn. 
arms,  and  were  put  under  a  ftrong  guard.     All  *&  at  aif. 
the  noblemen  and  leaders  were  fecured.     Major creuou* 
Nairn,  captain  Lockhart,  captain  Shaftoe,  and  en- 
fign  Erlkine,  were  tried  by  a  court  martial  as  de- 
ferters,  and  executed.     Lord  Charles  Murray,  fon 
of  the  duke  of  Athole,  was   likewife  condemned 
for  the  fame  crime,  but  reprieved.     The  common 
men  were  imprifoned   at  Chefler  and  Liverpool : 
the  noblemen  and  confiderable  officers  were  fent  to 
London,  conveyed  through  the  ftreets,  pinioned 
like  malefactors,  and  committed  to  the  Tower  and 
to  Newgate. 

The  very  day  on  which  the  rebels  furrendered  Battit  at 
at  Prefton,  was  remarkable  for  the  battle  of  Dum-  Dumblainc- 
blaine,  fought  between  the  duke  of  Argyle  and 
the  earl  of  Mar,  who  commanded  the  pretender's 
forces.  This  nobleman  had  retreated  to  his  camp 
at  Perth,  when  he  underftood  the  duke  was  re- 
turned from  Lothian  to  Stirling.  But  being  now 
joined  by  the  northern  clans  under  the  earl  of  Sea- 
forth,  and  thofe  of  the  weft  commanded  by  gene-^ 
ral  Gordon,  who  had  fignalized  himfelf  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  czar  of  Mufcovy,  he  refolved  to  pals 
the  Forth,  in  order  to  join  his  fouthern  friends,  that 
they  might  march  together  into  England.  With 
this  view  he  marched  to  Auchterardere,  where  he 
reviewed  his  army,  and  reited  on  the  eleventh  day 
of  November.  The  duke  of  Argyle,  apprifed  of 
fois  intention,  and  being  joined  by  fome  regiments 
of  dragoons  from  Ireland,  determined  to  give  him 
battle  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dumblaine.  On 

the 
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A.C.  *7iS.  the  twelfth  day  of  the  month  he  patted  the  Forth 
at  Stirling,  and  encamped  with  his  left  at  the  vil- 
lage of  Dumblaine,  and  his  right  towards  Sheriff- 
moor.  The  earl  of  Mar  advanced  within  two  miles 
of  his  camp,  and  remained  till  day- break  in  order 
of  battle  i  his  army  confiding  of  nine  thoufand  ef- 
fective men,  cavalry  as  well  as  infantry.  In  the 
morning,  the  duke  underftanding  they  were  in  mo- 
tion, drew  up  his  forces,  which  did  not  exceed 
three  thoufand  five  hundred  men,  on  the  heights 
to  the  north-eaft  of  Dumblaine :  but  he  was  out- 
flanked both  on  the  right  and  left.  The  clans  that 
formed  part  of  the  center  and  right  wing  of  the 
enemy,  with  Clanronald  and  Glengary  at  their 
head,  charged  the  left  of  the  king's  army  fword  in 
hand,  with  fuch  impetuofity  that  in  feven  minutes 
both  horfe  and  foot  were  totally  routed  with  great 
flaughter ;  and  general  Whetham  who  commanded 
them,  fled  at  full  gallop  to  Stirling,  where  he  de- 
clared that  the  royal  army  was  totally  defeated. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  duke  of  Argyle,  who  com- 
manded in  pertbn  on  the  right,  attacked  the  left 
of  the  enemy,  at  the  head  of  Stair's  and  Evans's 
dragoons,  and  drove  them  two  miles  before  him, 
as  far  as  the  water  of  Allan  :  though  in  that  fpace 
they  wheeled  about  and  attempted  to  rally  ten 
times  •,  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  prefs  them  hard, 
that  they  might  not  recover  from  their  confufion. 
Brigadier  Wightman  followed,  in  order  to  fuftain 
him  with  three  battalions  of  infantry,  while  the 
victorious  right  wing  of  the  rebels  having  purfued 
Whetham  a  confiderable  way,  returned  to  the  field, 
and  formed  in  the  rear  of  Wightman,  to  the 
amount  of  five  thoufand  men.  The  duke  of 
Argyle  returning  from  the  purfuit,  joined  Wight- 
man, who  had  faced  about  and  taken  pofleflion  of 
fome  inclofures  and  mud- walls,  in  expectation  of 
b^ing  attacked.  In  this  pofture  both  armies  front- 
ed 
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ted  each  other  till  the  evening,  \vhen  the  dukeAC.«7' 
drew  off  towards  Dumblaine,  and  the  rebels  retired 
to  Ardoch,  without  mutual  moleflation.  Next 
day,  the  duke  marching  back  to  the  field  of  battle, 
carried  off  the  wounded,  with  four  pieces  of  can- 
non left  by  the  enemy,  and  retreated  to  Stirling. 
Few  prifoners  were  taken  on  either  fide  :  the  num- 
ber of  the  (lain  might  be  about  five  hundred  of 
each  army,  and  both  generals  claimed  the  vi&ory. 
This  battle  was  not  fo  fatal  to  the  Highlanders  as 
the  lofs  of  Invernefs,  from  which  Sir  John  Mac- 
kenzie was  driven  by  Simon  Frazer  lord  Lovat, 
who,  contrary  to  the  principles  he  had  hitherto 
profefied,  fc-cured  this  important  poft  for  the  go- 
vernment ;  by  which  means  a  free  communica- 
tion was  opened  with  the  north  of  Scotland,  where 
the  earl  of  Sutherland  had  raifed  a  confiderable 
body  of  vafials.  The  marquis  of  Huntley  and  the 
eail  of  Seaforth  were  obliged  to  quit  the  rebel 
army,  in  order  to  defend  their  own  territories  i  and 
in  a  little  time  fubmitted  to  king  George  :  a  good 
number  of  the  Frazers  declared  with  their  chief 
againit  the  pretender :  the  marquis  of  Tullibardine 
withdrew  from  the  army  to  cover  his  own  country  ; 
and  the  clans,  feeing  no  likelihood  of  another  ac- 
tion, began  to  difperle,  according  to  cuftom. 

The  government  was  now  in  a  condition  to  fend 
ftrong  reinforcements  to  Scotland.  Six  thoufand 
men  that  were  claimed  of  the  ftates  general  by  vir- 
tue of  the  treaty,  b.nded  in  England,  and  began 
their  march  for  Edinburgh  :  general  Cadogan  let 
out  for  the  fame  place,  together  with  brigadier 
Petit  and  fix  other  engineers ;  and  a  train  of  artil- 
lery was  (hipped  at  the  Tower  for  that  country, 
the  duke  of  Argyle  refolving  to  drive  the  earl  of 
Mar  out  of  Perth,  to  which  town  he  had  retired 
with  the  remains  of  his  forces.  The  pretender 
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A.C.  1715.  having  been  amufed  with  the  hope  of  feeing  the- 
whole  kingdom  of  England  rife  up  as  one  man  i'n 
his  behalf  •,  and  the  duke  of  Ormond  having  made 
a  fruitlefs  voyage  to  the  weftern  Coaft,  to  try  the 
difpofition  of  the  people,  he  was  now  convinced  of 
the  vanity  of  his  expectation  in  that  quarter;  and, 
as  he  knew  not  what  other  courfe  to  take,  he  re- 
folved  to  hazard  his  perfon  among  his  friends  in 
Scotland,  at  a /time  when  his  affairs  in  that  king- 
Thr  pretcn-  dom  were  abfokitely  defperate.     From  Brittany  he 
sc'-Sand? '"  poiled  through  part  of  France,  in  difguife,  and 
embarking  in  a  fmall  veflel  at  Dunkirk,  hired  for 
that  purpoie,   arrived  on  the  twenty-fecond  day  of 
December  at  Peterhead,  with  fix  gentlemen  in  his 
retinue,  one  of  whom  was  the  marquis  of  Tin- 
mouth,  fon   to  the  duke  cf  Berwick.     He  paflt-d 
through  Aberdeen  incognito  to  Fetterofle,  where 
he  was  met  by  the  earls  of  Mar  and  Marifchal,  and 
about  thirty  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  the  firft 
quality.     Here  he  was  folemnly  proclaimed  ;  his 
declaration,  dated  at  Com  mercy,  was  printed  and 
circulated  through  all  the  parts  in  that  neighbour- 
hood •,  and   here   he   received   addreffes  from  the 
epifcopal  clergy,  and  the  laity  of  that  communion 
in  the  diocefe  of  Aberdeen.      On  the  fifth  day  of 
January,   he  made  his  public  entry  into  Dundee  ; 
and  on  the  feventh   arrived  at  Scoon,  where  he 
feemed  determined  to  flay  until  the  ceremony  of 
his  coronation  mould  be  performed.    From  thence 
he  made  an  excurfion  to  Perth,  where  he  review- 
ed his  forces.     Then  he  formed  a  regular  council ; 
and  publiftied  proclamations  for  a  general  thankf- 
giving,  on  account  of  his  fafe  arrival  j  enjoining 
the  minifters  to  pray  for  him  in  churches ;  eila- 
blifliing  the  currency  of  foreign  coins  ;  fummon- 
ing  the  meeting  of  the  convention  of  eftates ;  or- 
dering all  fcnfible  men  to  repair  to  his  ftandard, 

and 


GEORGE    1.  ,9-5 

and  fixing  the  twenty  third  day  of  January  for  hisA'c-'7*5' 
coronation.     He  made  a  pathetic  fprech  in  a  grand 
council,  at  which  all  the  chiefs  of  his  party  affifted. 
Here  they  determined  to  abandon  the  enterprize, 
as  the  king'-  .s  reinforced   by  the  Dutch 

auxiliaries,  :i  .  .  .•.=  !ves  were  not  Only  re- 

duc-ci  to  a  ihiail  number,  but  likewife  deftitiite  of 
money,  ,         .nunition,  forage,  and  provilion  : 

•for  the  duke  of  Argyle  had  taken  poflTcffion  of 
Burntifland,  and  transported  a  detachment  to  Fife, 
io  as  to  cut  off  Mar's  communication  with  that  fer- 
tile county. 

Notwithstanding  the  feverity  of  the  weather,  and 
a  prodigious  fall  'of  fnow  which  rendered  the  roads 
almoU  impaTiaole,  the  duke,  on  the  twenty-ninth 
day  of  January,  began  his  march  to  Dumblain,  and 
next  day  reached  Tuilibardine,  where  he  received 
intelligence  that  the  pretender  and  his  forces  had, 
on  the  preceding  day,  retired  towards  Dundee.  He 
forthwith  took  poli'cffion  of  Perth  j  and  then  be- 
gan his  march  to  Aberbrothick,  in  purfuit  of  the 
enemy.  The  chevalier  de  St.  George  being  thus 

r       i  r       J  •  i     j  Li 

hotiy  puriued,  was  prevailed  upon  to  embark  on 
board  of  a  fmali  French  fhip  that  lay  in  the  har- 
bour of  Montroie.  He  was  accompanied  by  the 
earls  of  Mar  and  Mclforc,  the  lord  Drummond, 
lieutenant-general  Bulkely,  and  other  perfons  of 
diftinclion,  to  the  number  of  leventeen.  In  order 
to  avoid  the  Englifh  crullers,  they  ftretched  over 
to  Norway,  anjd  coafting  along  the  German  and 
Dutch  fnores,  arrived  in  five  days  at  Gravelin. 
General  Gordon,  whom  the  pretender  had  left 
commander  in  chief  of  the  forces,'  with  the  affif- 
tance  of  the  eari  Marilchal,  proceeded  with  them 
to  Aberdeen,  where  he  lecured  three  vcflels  to  fail 
northward,  and  take  on  board  the  perfons  who  in- 
tended to  make  their  eicape  to  the  continent.  Then 
they  continued  their  march  through  Strathfpey  and 
O  2  Strath- 
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A.C.  1715.  Strathdown,  to  the  hills  of  Badenoch,  where  the 
common  people  were  quietly  difmified.  This  re- 
treat was  made  with  fuch  expedition,  that  the  duke 
of  Argyle,  with  all  his  activity,  could  never  over- 
take their  rear- guard,  which  confiiled  of  a  thou- 
fand  horfe,  commanded  by  the  earl  Marifchal. 
Such  was  the  iffue  of  a  rebellion  that  proved  fatal 
to  many  noble  families :  a  rebellion  which,  in  all 
probability,  would  never  have  happened,  had  not 
the  violent  meafures  of  a  Whig  miniftry  kindled 
fuch  a  flame  of  difcontent  in  the  nation,  as  encou- 
raged the  partizans  of  the  pretender  to  hazard  a 
revolt. 

The  parliament  of  Ireland,  which  met  at  Dublin 
en    the   twelfth   day  of  November,  feemed  even 
more  zealous,  if  pofiible,  than  that  of  England, 
Proceeding*  *°r  ^  prefent  adminiftration.     They  parted  bills 
cf  the  irifh  for  recognizing  the  king's  title  ;  for  the  fecurity 
PW  iamem.  Gf  fas  perfon  ancj  government ;  for  fetting  a  price 
on   the  pretender's  head-,  and  for  attainting  the 
duke  of  Ormond.     They  granted  the  fupplies  with- 
out oppofition.     All  thofe  who  had  addrefied  the 
late  queen  in  favour  of  Sir  Conftantine  Phipps, 
then  lord  chancellor  of  Ireland,  were  now  brought 
upon  their  knees,    and   ceniured  as   guilty  of  a- 
breach  of  privilege.    They  de fired  the  lords  juftices 
would  iffue  a  proclamation  againft  the  popift  in- 
habitants of  Limerick  and  Gahvay,  who,  prefum- 
ing  upon  the  capitulation  figned  by  king  William, 
claimed  an  exemption  from  the  penalties  impofed 
upon  other  papiils.     They  engaged  in  an  aflbcia- 
tion  againft   the  pretender    and  all  his  abettors. 
They  voted  the  earl  of  Anglefey  an  enemy  to  the 
king  and  kingdom,   becaufe   he  had  advifed  the 
queen  to  Break    the  army  and  prorogue  the  late 
parliament;  and  they  addrefied  the  king  to  remove 
him  from  his  council    and    lervice.     The  lords- 
juftices  granted  orders  for  apprehending  the  earls 

of 
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of  Antrim  and  Weftmeath,  the  lords  Natterville,  A.  c,  i7)s« 
Cahir,  and  Dillon,  as  peribns  fufpected  of  difaffee- 
tion  to  the  government.      Then   they  adjourned 
the  two  houfes. 

The  king,  in  his  fpeech  to  the  Englim  parlia- 
ment, which  met  on  the  ninth  of  January,  told 
them  he  had  reafon  to  believe  the  pretender  was 
landed  in  Scotland  :  he  congratulated  them  on  the 
fuccefs  of  his  arms  in  fupprefiing  the  rebellion  : 
on  the  conclufion  of  the  barrier-treaty  between  the 
emperor  and  the  dates- general,  under  his  gua- 
ranty :  on  a  convention  with  Spain  that  would  de- 
liver the  trade  of  England  to  that  kingdom,  from 
the  new  impofuions  and  hardfhips  to  which  it  was 
fubjected  in  confequence  of  the  late  treaties.  He 
likewife  gave  them  to  underftand,  that  a  treaty  for 
renewing  all  former  alliances  between  the  crown  of 
Great-Britain  and  the  dates  general,  was  almolt 
concluded  ;  and  he  afiured  the  commons  he  would 
freely  give  up  all  the  cftates  that  mould  becom- 
forfeited  to  the  crown  by  this  rebellion,  to  be  ap- 
plied towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  expence 
incurred  on  this  occafion.  The  commons,  in  their 
addrefs  of  thanks,  declared  that  they  would  pro- 
fecute,  in  the  moft  vigorous  and  impartial  manner, 
the  authors  of  thole  destructive  counfels  which  had 
drawn  down  Inch  mileries  upon  the  nation.  Their 
refutations  were  fpeedy,  and  exactly  conformable 
to  this  declaration.  They  expelled  Mr.  Foriter 
from  the  houfe.  They  forthwith  impeached 
earls  of  Derwentwater,  Nithkl-ale,  Carnwarh, 
Vv'intoun  •,  the  lords  Widdrington,  Kenmuir,  and 
Nairn.  Thde  noblemen  being  brought  to  the 
bar  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  heard  the  articles  of  im- 
peachment read  on  the  tenth  day  of  January,  and 
wc-re  ordered  to  put  in  their  anfwcrs  on  the  fix- 
teenth.  The  impeachments  being  lodged,,  the 
lower-houfe  ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  for 
G  con- 
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A.C.  1715.  continuing  the  fufpenfion  of  the  habeas  corpus- aft? 
then  th<?y  prepared  another  to  attaint  the  m»rquis 
of  Tullibardine,  the  earls  of  Mar  and  Linliihgow," 
and  lord  John  Drumrnond.  On  the  rwenty-firft 
day  of  January,  the  king  gave  the  royal  affent  ta 
the  bill  for  continuing  the  fufpenfion  of  the  habeas 
corpus  ad.  He  told  the  parKament  that  the  p<-o- 
tender  was  actually  in  Scotland,  heading  the  rebel- 
lion, and  afiuming  the  ftile  and  title  of  king  of 
theie  realms  :  he  demanded  of  the  commons  fuch 
fupply  as  might  difc'ourage  any  foreign  power  from' 
and  lead  affifting" tHe  rebels.  On  Thurfday  the  nineteenth 
tuiity.  day  of  January,  all  the  impeached  lords  pleaded 
guilty  to  the  articles  exhibited  againft  them,  ex- 
cept the  earl  of  Wintoun,  who  petitioned  for  a 
longer  time,  on  various  pretences.  The  reft  re- 
ceived fentence  of  death  on  the  ninth  day  of  Febru- 
ary, in  the  court  erected  in  Weftmin(ier-hall, 
where  the  lord  chancellor  Cowper  prefided  as  lord 
high-fteward  on  that  occafion.  The  countefs  of 
Nithfdale  and  lady  Nairn  threw  themfelves  at  the 
king's  feet  as  he  paired  through  the  apartments  of 
the  palace,  and  implored  his  mercy  in  behalf  of 
their  hufbands  :  but  their  tears  and  intreatk-s  pro- 
duced no  effect.  The  council  refolved  that  the 
fentence  fliould  be  executed,  and  orders  were 
given  for  that  purpofe;  to  the  lieutenant  of  the 
Tower,  and  the  fherifts  of  London  and  Mid.lk- 
iex. 

The  countefs  of  Derwentwater,  with  her  fitter, 
accompanied  by  the  dutchefies  of  Cleveland  and 
Bolton,  and  feveral  other  ladies  of  the  firft  diftinc- 
tion,  was  introduced  by  the  dukes  of  Richmond 
and  St.  Albans,  into  the  king's  bedchamber, 
Where  (he  invoked  his  majefty's  clemency  for  her 
unfortunate  contort.  She  afterwards  repaired  to 
the  lobby  of  the  houfe  of  peers,  attended  by  the 
ladies  of  the  other  condemned  lords,  and  above 

twenty 
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twenty  others  of  the  lame  quality,  and  begged  the  A  €-  ^'5- 
intercefiion  of  the  houfe  :  but  no  regard  was  payed 
to  their  petition.  Next  day,  they  petitioned  both 
houfes  of  parliament.  The  commons  reje&ed  their 
fuit.  In  the  upper  houfb,  the  duke  of  Richmond 
delivered  a  petition  from  the  earl  of  Derwentwater, 
to  whom  he  was  nearly  related,  at  the  fame  time  de- 
claring, that  he  himtclf  iliould  oppole  his  follici- 
tarion.  The  earl  of  Derby  expreffcd  fome  com- 
palfion  for  the  numerous  family  of  lord  Nairn. 
P.-ritions  from  the  reft  were  prefented  hy  other 
moved  with  pity  and  humanity.  Lord 
Townfliend  and  others  vehemently  oppofed  their 
being  read.  Tiie  earl  of  Nottingham  thought  this 
indulgence  mi  2  lit  be  granted:  the  houie  aifented 
to  his  opinion  ;  and  agreed  to  an  addrefs,  praying 
h:s  maicfty  would  reprieve  fuch  of  the  condemned 
lords  as  fhould  defbrve  his  mercy.  To  this  peti- 
tion the  king  anfwered,  That  on  this  and  all  other 
occafions,  he  would  do  wnat  he  thought  mofl 
confident  with  the  dignity  of  his  crown  and  the 
fafety  of  his  people.  The'  earl  of  Nottingham, 
preiident  of  the  council ;  his  brother  the  earl  of 
Aylefbury,  chancellor  of  the  dutchy  of  Lancafter  j 
his  Ion  lord  Finch,  one  of  the  lords  of  the  treafury -, 
his  kinfman  lord  Guernfey,  mafter  of  the  jewel- 
office,  were  altogether  difmifled  from  his  majefry's 
iervice.  Orders  were  difpatched  for  executing  the 
earls  of  Derwentwater  and  Nithfdale,  and  the  vif- 
count  of  Kenmuir,  immediately  •,  the  others  were 
refpited  to  the  feventh  day  of  March.  Nithldale 
made  his  efcape  in  woman's  apparel,  furnifhed  and 
conveyed  to  him  by  his  mother.  On  the  twenty- The  cati  of 
fourth  day  of  February,  Derwentwater  and  Ken-  D^wenr- 

•     •      ,         j      i      "      T  I  MI         T-L       r  wa;er  and 

mu;r  were  beheaded  on   lower-hill.      I  he  former  :;-l)mu;r 
was  an  amiable  youth,  brave,  open,  generous,  hof-  Jr^^- 
pitabie,   and   humane.      His  fate  drew  tears  from 
ihe  fneftatorSj  aivd  was  a  great  misfortune  to  the 
O  4  country 
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A.C.  1715.  country  in  which  he  lived.  He  gave  bread  to 
multitudes  of  people  whom  he  employed  on  his 
eftate :  the  poor,  the  widow,  and  the  orphan,  re- 

Anmis.      joiced   in  his  bounty.     Kenmuir  was  a  virtuous 

Boinig-       nobleman,    calm,  fenfible,  refolute,  and  refigned. 

Fatten.        He  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Englifh  church  : 

Ti«;iiPar1'  but  the  other  died  in  the  faith  of  Rome  :  both  ad~ 
stiteTHa's.  hered  to  their  political  principles.  On  the  fifteenth 

day  of  March,  Wintoun  was  brought  to  his  trial, 
and  being  convicted,  received  fentence  of  death. 
A  c.  1716.  When  the  king  pafled'  the  land-tax  bill,  which 
was  ufhered  in  with  a  very  extraordinary  preamble, 
he  informed  both  houfes  of  the  pretender's  flight 
from  Scotland.  In  the  beginning  of  April,  acom- 
mifiion  for  trying  the  rebels  met  in  the  court  of 
common-pleas,  when  bills  of  high-treafon  were 
found  againil  Mr.  Foriter,  Mackintofh,  and  twenty 
of  their  confederates.  Forfter  efcaped  from  New- 
gate, and  reached  the  continent  in  fafety  •,  the  reft 
pleaded  Not  guilty,  and  were  indulged  with  time 
to  prepare  for  their  trials.  The  judges  appointed 
to  try  the  rebels  at  Liverpool  found  a  confiderable 
number  guilty  of  high-treafon.  Two  and  twenty 
were  executed  at  Prefton  and  Manchefter :  about  a 
thoufand  prifoners  fubmitted  to  the  king's  mercy, 
and  petitioned  for  tranfportation.  Pitts,  the  keeper 
of  Newgate,  being  fufpected  of  having  connived 
at  Foriter's  efcape,  was  tried  for  his  life  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  and  acquitted.  Notwithftanding  this  pro- 
fecution,  which  ought  to  have  doubled  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  jailors,  brigadier  Mackintofh,  and  le- 
veral  other  prifoners,  broke  from  Newgate,  after 
having  maftered  the  keeper  and  turnkey,  and  dif- 
TH»J»  of  armed  the  centinel,  The  court  proceeded  with 
the  rebcii.  tne  tr;ajs  Qf  tflofe  cnat  remained  ;  a  great  number 
was  found  guilty  j  four  or  five  were  hanged,  drawn, 
and  quartered,  at  Tyburn  ;  and  among  thefe  Wil- 
liam Jpaul,  a  clergyman,  who,  in  his  iaft  fpeech, 

pro- 
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profefled  himfelf  a  true  and  fincere  member  of  the  A-c-  *71*' 
church  of  England,  but  not  of  the  revolution  fchii- 
matical  church,  whole  bithops  had  abandoned  the 
king,  and  fhamefully  given  up  their  ecclefiaftical 
rights,  by  fubmitting  to  the  unlawful,  invalid,  lay- 
deprivations  authoriled  by  the  prince  of  Orange. 

Though  the  rebellion  was  extinguished,  th6 
flame  of  national  diffatisfaction  ftill  continued  to 
rage  :  the  leverities  exercifed  againft  the  rebels  in- 
crcafed  the  general  diicontent :  for  now  the  danger 
was  blown  over,  their  humane  pafiions  began  to 
prevail.  The  courage  and  fortitude  with  which 
the  condemned  perfons  encountered  the  pains  of 
death  in  its  mod  dreadful  form,  prepofTefled  many 
fpectators  in  favour  of  the  cauie  by  which  thole  un- 
happy victims  were  animated.  In  a  word,  perfecu- 
tion,  as  ulual,  extended  the  herefy.  The  miniftry 
perceiving  this  univcrial  difaffection,  and  dreading 
the  revolution  of  a  new  parliament,*  which  might 
wreft  the  power  from  their  faction,  and  retort  upon 
them  the  violence  of  their  own  meafures,  formed  a 
refolution  equally  odious  and  effectual,  to  eftablilh 
their  adminiftration.  This  was  no  other  than  fc^jj 
fcheme  to  repeal  the  triennial  act,  and  by  a  new  lum's 
law  to  extend  the  term  of  parliaments  to  feven 
years.  On  the  tenth  day  of  April,  the  duke  of 
Devonfhire  reprefcntcd,  in  th~  houfe  of  lords,  that 
triennial  elections  ferved  to  keep  up  party  divi- 
fions  ;  to  raife  and  foment  feuds  in  private  fami- 
lies •,  to  produce  ruinous  expences,  and  give  occa- 
fion  to  the  cabals  and  intrigues  of  foreign  princes  : 
that  it  became  the  wifdom  of  fuch  an  auguft  arTem- 
bly  to  apply  proper  remedies  to  an  evil  that  might 
be  attended  with  the  mod  dangerous  confequences, 
especially  in  the  prelent  temper  of  the  nation,  as 
the  fpirit  of  rebellion  ftill  remained  unconquered, 
He  therefore  propofed  a  bill  for  enlarging  the 
continuance  of  parliaments.  He  was  iccondcd  by 
6  the 
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A.c.  17.6.  tne  earis  of  Dor  let  and  Rockingham,  the  duke  of 
Argyle,  the  lord  Townfhend,  and  the  dther  chiefs 
of  that  party.  The  .motion  was  oppoled  by  the 
earls  of  Nottingham,  Abingdon,  and  Powlet.  They 
obitTvcd,  that  frequent  parliaments  were  required 
by  the  fundamental  conftitution  of  the  kingdom, 
ascertained  in  the  practice  of  many  ages  •,  that  the 
"members  of  the  lower  houfe  were  choien  by  the 
people  for  a  certain  term  of  years,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  they  could  be  no  longer  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  people,  who,  by  the  parliament's  pro- 
tracting its  own  authority,  would  be  deprived  of 
the  only  remedy  which  they  have  again  ft  thofe, 
who,  through  ignorance  or  corruption,  betrayed 
the  trud  repofed  in  them  :  tha:  the  realons  in  fa- 
vour of  fuch  a  bill  were  weak  and  frivolous  :  that, 
with  refpe6t  to  foreign  alliances,  no  prince  or  (late 
could  reafonably  depend  upon  a  people  to  defend 
their  liberties  and  intereils,  who  mould  be  thought 
to  have  given  up  fo  great  a  part  of  their  own  : 
nor  would  it  be  prudent  in  them  to  wifh  for  a 
change  in  that  conftitution  under  which  Europe 
hadot  late  been  fo  powerfully  fupported.  On  the 
x  contrary,  they  might  be  deterred  from  entering 
into  any  engagements  with  Great  Britain,  when 
informed  by  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  that  the  po- 
pifh  faftion  was  ib  dangerous  as  to  threaten  de- 
uiuclion  to  'the  government  :  they  would  appre- 
hend that  the  adminiftration  was  fo  weak  as  to  want 
Ib  extraordinary  a  provifion  for  its  fafety  :  that  the 
gentlemen  of  Britain  were  not  to  be  trufted  :  and, 
that  the  good  affections  of  the  people  were  reftrain- 
cd  within  the  limits  of  the  houle  of  commons. 
They  affirmed  that  this  bill,  far  from  preventing 
the  expence  of  elections,  would  rathtrr  increafe  it, 
and  encourage  every  practice  of  corruption ;  for, 
i he  value  of  a  feat  would  always  be  in  proportion 
to  the  duration  of,  a  parliament  j  and  the  purchafe 

would 
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would  rife  accordingly .  That  a  long  parliament  A.  0.1710. 
would  yield  a  greater  temptation,  as  well  as  a  bet- 
ter opportunity  to  a  vicious  rniniftry,  to  corrupt 
the  members,  than  they  could  poflibly  have  when 
the  parliaments  were  moi  t  and  frequent :  that  the 
lame  reafons  urged  for  pafTing  the  bill  to  continue 
this  parliament  for  feven  years,  would  be  at  lead  as 
ilrong,  and  by  the  conduct  of  the  miniilry,  might 
be  made  much  ftronger  before  the  end  of  that 
term,  for  continuing,  and  even  perpetuating  their 
legiflative  power,  to  the  abfblute  fubverfio-n  of  the 
third  eftate  of  the  realm.  Theft  arguments  ferved 
only  to  form  a  decent  debate  ;  after  which  the  bill 
lor  feptennial  parliaments  patted  by  a  great  majo- 
rity, though  twenty  peers  entered  a  proreft.  It 
met  v/ith  the  fame  fate  in  the  lower  houfe,  where 
many  ftrong  objections  were  ftarted  to  no  purpofe. 
They  were  reprefented  as  the  effects  of  party- 
fpleen  ;  and,  indeed,  this  was  the  great  fpring  of 
action  on  bath  fidts.  The  queftion  for  the  bill 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative  ;  and  in  a  little  time 
it  received  the  royal  fanction. 

The  rebellion  being  utterly  quelled,  and  all  the 
fufpected  perfons  of  confequence  detained  in  fafe 
cuitody,  the  king  refolved  to  vifit  his  German  do- 
minions, where  he  forefaw  a  florm  gathering  from 
the  quarter  of  Sweden.  Charles  XII.  was  extremely 
exafperated  againft  the  elector  of  Hanover  for  hav- ' 
ing  entered  into  the  confederacy  againft  him  in 
his  abfmce,  particularly  for  his  having  purchafed 
the  dutchies  of  Bremen  and  Verden,  which  con- 
ftituted  part  of  his  dominions  -,  and  he  breathed 
nothing  but  revenge  againft  the  king  of  Great- 
Britain.  It  was  with  a  view  to  avert  this  danger, 
or  prepare  againft  it,  that  the  king  now  determin- 
ed upon  a  voyage  to  the  continent.  m  But  as  he  was 
reftricted  from  leaving  his  Britifh  dominions,  by 
the  act  for  the  further  limitation  of  the  crown,  this 
4  claufe 
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A.C.  1716.  claufe  was  repealed  in  a  new  bill  that  pafTcd  through 
both  houfes  without  the  lead  difficulty.  On  the 
twenty-fixth  day  of  June  the  king  doled  the  fef- 
fion  with  a  fpeech  upon  the  ufual  topics,  in  which, 
however,  he  obferved,  that  the  numerous  inftances 
of  mercy  he  had  (hewn,  ferved  only  to  encourage 
the  faction  of  the  pretender,  whole  partifans  afted 
with  fuch  infolence  and  folly,  as  if  they  intended  to 
convince  the  world,  that  they  were  not  to  be  re- 
claimed by  gentle  methods.  He  intimated  his 
purpofe  of  vifiting  his  dominions  in  Germany  -,  and 
gave  them  to  underhand,  that  he  had  conllituted 
his  beloved  fon,  the  prince  of  Wales,  guardian  of 
the  kingdom  in  his  abfence.  About  this  period 
general  Macartney,  who  had  returned  to  England 
at  the  accoflion  of  king  George,  prefented  himielf 
to  trial  for  the  murder  of  the  duke  of  Hamilton. 
The  depofition  of  colonel  Hamilton  was  contra- 
'  d idled  by  two  park  keepers:  the  general  was  ac- 
1  quitted  of  the  charge,  reftored  to  his  rank  in  the 
army,  and  gratified  with  the  command  of  a  regi- 
ment. The  king's  brother,  prince  Ernelt  bilhop  of 
Ofnaberg,  was  created  duke  of  York  and  Albany, 

D"ke*fT   and  earl  of  Ulfter.     The  duke  of  Argyle  and  the 

Argyledif-  »/    . 

traced,  earl  of  Hay,  to  whom  his  majelty  owed,  m  a  great 
meafure,  his  peaceable  accc-flion  to  the  throne,  as 
well  as  the  extinction  of  the  rebellion  in  Scotland, 
were  now  difmifled  from  all  their  employments. 
General  Carpenter  fucceeded  the  duke  in  the  chief 
command  of  the  forces  in  Scotland,  and  in  the 
government  of  Port-Mahon  •,  and  the  duke  of 
Montrofe  was  appointed  lord  regifter  of  Scotland, 
in  the  room  of  the  earl  of  Hay. 

On  the  feventh  day  of  July  the  king  embarked 
at  Gravelend,  landed  on  the  ninth  in  Holland, 
through  which  he  pafled  incognito  to  Hanover; 
and  from  thence  let  out  for  Pyrmont.  His  aim 
waSj  tj  fecure  his  German  dominions  from  the 

Swede, 
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Swede,    and   Great-Britain   from    the^pretender.  A.C-  17.6. 
Thefe  two  princes  had  already  begun  to  form  a  de- 
fign,  in  conjunction,  of  invading  his  kingdon.  He 
knew  the  duke  of  Orleans  refolved  to  afcend  the 
throne  of  France,   in  cafe  the  young  king,  who 
was  a  fickiy  child,  fhonld  die  without  male  iflue. 
The  regent  was  not  ignorant,  that  Philip  of  Spain 
would  powerfully  con  tell  that  fucceffion,  notwith- 
ilanding  his  renunciation  j  and  he  was  glad  of  an 
opportunity  to  ftrengthen  his  intereft  by  an  alliance 
with  the  maritime  powers  of  England  and  Hol- 
land.    The  king  of  England  founded  him  on  this 
fubjecl,   and  found  him  eager  to  engage  in  fuch  an 
affbciation.     The  negotiation  was  carried  on   by     . 
general  Cadogan  for  England,  the  abbe  du  Bois  liaicJ^-- 
for  France,  and  the  penfionary  Heinfius  for  the  j*e™  En«' 
ftates-general.      The  regent  readily  complied  with  Fna'ce,  and 
all  their  demands.     He  engaged,   that  the  preten-  Hclhnd- 
der  fhould  immediately  depart  from  Avignon  to 
the  other  fide  of  the  Alps,    and   never  return  to 
Lorrain   or  France   on  any  pretence  whatsoever  : 
that  no  rebellious  fubjects  of  Great- Britain  fhould 
be  allowed  to  refide  in  that  kingdom  :  and,  that 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  with  relpect  to'the  demoli- 
tion of  Dunkirk,  (hould  be  fully  executed  to  the 
•fatisfaction  of  his  Brirannic  rnajefty.     The  treaty 
contained  a  mutual  guaranty  of  all  the  places  pof- 
fefftd  by  the  contracting  powers ;  of  the  proteftant 
fucceflion  on  the  throne  of  England,  as  well  as  of 
that  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  to  the  crown  of  France  ; 
and  a  defenfive  alliance,  llipulating  the  proportion 
of  fhips  and  forces  to  be  furnimed  to  that  power 
which  fhou;d  be  diflurbed  at  home  or  invaded  from 
abroad.     The  Englifh   people  murmured   at  this 
treaty.     They  faid,  an  unnecefTary  umbrage  was 
giyen  to  Spain,  with  which   the   nation  had  great 
commercial  connexions  •,  and  that,  on  pretence  of 

an 
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A.C.  i7i«.  an  invafuxn,   a  body  of  foreign   troops,  might  \SS 
introduced*  to  enfiave  the  kingdom. 

His  majefty  was  not  Ib  luccefsful  in  his  endea- 
vours toappeafe  the  kingof  Sweden,  who  refufed  to 
Men  to  any  overtures  until  Bremen  and  Verden 
fiiould  be  rettored.  Thefe  the  elector  of  Hanover  re- 
iblved  to  keep  as  a  fair  purchafe  ;  and  he  engaged  in 
a  confederacy  with  the  enemies  of  Charles,  for  the 
maintenance  of  this  acquifition.  Mean  while  his 
rupture  with  Sweden  was  extremely  prejudicial  to 
the  commerce  of  England,  and  had  well  nigh  in- 
tailed  upon  the  kingdom  another  invafion,  much 
more  formidable  than  that  which  had  fo  lately  mil- 
carried.  The  minifters  of  Sweden  rtfident  at  Lon- 
don, Paris,,  and  the  Hague,  maintained  a  corret- 
pondence  with  the  difaffecled  mbjects  of  Great- 
Britain.  A  fcheme  was  formed  for  the  Swedifh 
king's  landing  on  this  ifland  with  a  confiderable 
body  of  forces,  where  he  fhould  be  joined  by  the 
malcontents  of  the  united  kingdom.  Charles  re- 
liihect  the  enterprize,  which  flattered  his  ambition 
and  revenge :  nor  was  it  dif.igreeable  to  the  czar 
of  Mufcovy,  who  refented  the  ele&or's  offer  of 
joining  the  Swede  againft  the  Ruffians,  provided 
he  would  ratify  the  cefiion  of  Bremen  ancl  Verden. 
King  George  having  received  intimation  of  thefe 
intrigues,  returned  to  England  towards  the  end  of 
January  •,  and  ordered  a  detachment  of  foot-guards 

Connt  Csi-  to  jeclire  count  Gyllenbur^  the  Swedifh  minifter, 

Irnburgthe  ,        ,,  .  .  J          *         i       ~r  •          ^-      T         » 

with  all  his  papers.  At  the  fame  time  Sir  Jacob 
Bancks  and  Mr.  Charles  Casfar,  were  apprehend- 
ed. The  other  foreign  minifters  took  the  alarm, 
and  remonllrated  to  the  miniftry  upon  this  outrage 
committed  againft  the  law  of  nations.  The  two 
fecretaiies  Stanhope  and  Methuen,  wrote  circular 
letters  to  them,  afliiring  them,  that  in  a  day  or 
two  they  mould  be  acquainted  with  the  reafons 
that  induced  the  king  to  take  fuch  an  extraordinary 
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ftep.  They  were  generally  fatisfiedwith  this  in- A.  c.  ,7,6. 
timation ;  but  the  marquis  de  Monte  Leone,  am- 
bafTador  from  Spain,  expreffed  his  concern,  that 
no  other  way  could  be  found  to  prefcrve  the  peace 
of  the  kingdom,  without  arreftin^  the  ^perfon  of  a 
public  minifter,  and  fdzing  all  his  papers  which 
were  the  facred  repofitot  ies  of  his  matter's  fecrets : 
he  obferved,  that  in  whatever  manner  thefe  two 
fa<5ts  might  feem  to  be  underftood,  they-  very  fen- 
fibly  wounded  the  law  of  nations.  About  the 
fame  time  baron  Gortz,  the  Swedifh  refidentiary 
in  Holland,  was  feized  with  his  papers  at  Arnhcim, 
at  the  defire  of  king  George,  communicated  to  the 
ilates  by  Mr.  Leathes  his  minifter  at  the  Hague, 
The  baron  owned  he  had  projected  the  invafion,.  a 
defign  that  was  juftified  by  the  conduct  of  king  • 
George,  who  had  afiifted  the  princes  in  confede- 
racy againft  the  king  of  Sweden,  without  having 
received  the  leaft  provocation-,  who  aflifted  the 
king  of  Denmark  in  fubduing  the  dutchies  of 
Bremen  and  Verden  •,  and  then  purchafed  them  of 
the  ufurper ;  and  who  had,  in  the  courfe  of  this 
very  fumrner,  fent  a  ftrong  fquadron  of  mips  to. 
the  Baltic,  where  it  joined  the  Danes  and- Ruffians 
againft  the  Swedifh  fleet. 

When  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  met  on 
the  twentieth  day  of  February,  the  king  informed 
them  of  the  triple  alliance  he  h?.d  concluded  with 
France  and  Holland.  He  mentioned  the  project- 
ed invafion  j  told  them  he  had  given  orders  for 
laying  before  them  copies  of  the  letters  which  had 
paffed  between  the  Swedifh  ministers  on  rhat  fub- 
jecV,  and  he'demandecl  of  the  commons  fuch  fup- 
plies  as  fhoukl  be  found  neceflary  for  the  defence 
of  the  kingdom.  By  thofe  papers  it  appeared, 
that  the  fcheme  projected  by  baron  Gorrz  v/as  very 
plaufible,  and  even  ripe  for  execution;  which, 
however,  was  poftponed  until  the  army  fhould  be 
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208  HISTORY    OF  ENGLAND. 

A.  c.  1-16.  reduced,  and  the  Dutch  auxiliaries  Tent  back  to 
their  own  country.  The  letters  being  read  in  par- 
liament, both  houfes  prefented  addrefles,  in  which 
they  extolled  the  king's  prudence  in  eftabiiflimg 
fuch  conventions  with  foreign  potentates,  as  might 
repair  the  grofs  defecls,  and  prevent  the  pernicious 
confequences  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  they 
termed  a  treacherous  and  dishonourable  peace: 
and,  they  expreffed  their  horror  and  indignation 
at  the  malice  and  ingratitude  of  thole  who  had 
encouraged  an  invafion  of  their  country.  He 
likewife  received  an  addrefs  of  the  fame  kind 
from  the  convocation ;  another  from  the  dif- 
fenting  minifters  j  a  third  from  the  univerfity  of 
Cambridge  ;  but  Oxford  was  not  fo  lavilh  of  her 
compliments.  At  a  meeting  of  the  vice-chan- 
cellor and  heads  of  that  univerfity,  a  motion  was 
made  for  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  on  the  luppref- 
fion  of  the  late  unnatural  rebellion  ;  his  majcily's 
fafe  return  •>  and  the  favour  lately  fhewn  to  the 
univerfity,  in  omitting,  at  their  requeft,  the  cere- 
mony of  burning  in  effigy  the  devil,  the  pope,  the 
pretender,  the  duke  of  Ormond,  and  the  earl  of 
Mar,  on  the  anniverfary  of  his  majefty's  acceffion. 
Dr.  Smalridge  bifhop  of  Briftol,  oblerved,  that  the 
rebellion  had  been  long  fupprefied:  that  there 
would  be  no  end  of  addrefies,  mould  one  be  pre- 
fented every  time  that  his  maiefty  returned  from 
his  German  dominions :  that  tne  late  favour  they 
had  received  was  overbalanced  by  a  whole  regi- 
ment now  quartered  upon  them :  and,  that  there 
was  no  precedent  for  addrefiing  a  king  upon  his 
return  from  his  German  dominions.  The  univer- 
fity thought  they  had  reafon  to  complain  of  the 
little  regard  payed  to  their  remonftrance,  touching 
a  riot  raifed  in  that  city  by  the  foldiers  there  quar- 
tered, on  pretence,  that  the  anniveriary  of  the 
prince's  birth-day  had  not  been  celebrated  with 
the  ufual  rejoicings.  Affidavits  had  been  fent  up 

to 
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to  the  council,  which  feemed  to  favour  the  officers  A-c-  »7»«. 
of  the  regiment.     When  the  houfe  of  lords  deli-  Account  of 
berated  upon  the  mutiny-bill,   by  which  the  fol- ll?e  Oxfird 
diers  were  exempted  from  arreft  for  debts,  com-  r 
plaint  was  made  of  their   licentious    behaviour   at 
Oxford  -,  with  a  motion,   that  they  mould  inquire 
into  the  riot.    They  prefented  an  addrefs,  defiring, 
that  the  papers  relating   to  that  affair  might  be 
layed  before  the  houfe.    1'hefe  being  perufed,  were 
found  to  be  recriminations  between  the  Oxonians 
and  the  officers  of  the  regiment.     A  warm  debate 
enfued,  during  which,  the  earl  of  Abingdon  offered 
a  petition    from  the  vice-chancellor  or"   the    uni- 
verfity,    the  mayor,   and    magiftrates  of  Oxford, 
praying  to  be  heard.     One  of  the  court-members 
obferving,  that  it  would  be  irregular  to  receive  a 
petition  while  the  houfe  was  in  a  grand  committee, 
a  motion  was  made,  that  the  chairman  fhould  leave 
the  chair  :   but,  this  being  carried  in  the  negative, 
the  debate  was  refumed,  and  the  majority  agreed  to 
the  following  refolutions  :  That  the  heads  of  the 
univerfity,  and  mayor  of  the   city,  neglected  to 
make  public  rejoicings  on  the  prince's  birth-day  : 
That  the  officers  having  met  to  celebrate  that  day, 
the  houfe  in   which  they  were  was  a(Taulted,  and 
the  windows  were   broken   by  the  rabble :  That 
this  a/fault  was  the  beginning  and  occafion  of  the 
riots  that  enfued  :   That  the  conduct  of  the  major 
feemed  well  juflified  by  the  affidavits  produced  on 
his  part :  That  the  printing  and  publiftiing  the 
depofitions,  upon  which  the  complaints  relating  to 
the  riots  at  Oxford,  were  founded,  while  that  mat- 
ter was  under  the  examination  of  the  lords  of  the 
committee  of  the  council,  and  before  they  had  time 
to  come  to  any  rclolution  touching  the  fame,  was  J""^*.;.,,, 
irregular,  di^efpedtful   to  his  royal  highnefs,  am!  Des.snPw/. 
tending  to  fedition.     An  inquiry  of  this  nature  fo'^J1^ 
N°.  95.  P  managed, 
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A.  c.  1716.  managed*   did  not  much  redound  to  the  honour 
of  fiith  an  auguft  aflembly. 

The  commons  palled  a  bill,  prohibiting  all  com- 
merce with  Sweden,  a  branch  of  trade  which  was 
of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  the  Englifh  mer- 
chants. They  voted  ten  thoufand  feamen  for  the 
entuing  year,  granted  about  a  million  for  the  main- 
tenance of  guards,  garriibns,  and  land  forces  -,  and 
patted  the  bill  relating  to  mutiny  and  delertion. 
'i  he  houle  likewife  voted  four  and  twenty  thou- 
fand pounds  for  the  payment  of  four  battalions  of 
Munfter  and  two  of  Saxegotha,  which  the  king 
had  taken  into  his  fervice,  to  fupply  the  place  of 
fuch  as  might  be,  during  the  rebellion,  drawn 
from  the  garrifons  of  the  ftates  -general  to  the  ai- 
fiflance  of  England.  This  vote,  however,  was  not 
carried  without  a  violent  debate.  The  demand 
was  inveighed  againft  as  an  impofition,  feeing  no 
fuch  troops  had  ever  ferved.  A  motion  was  made 
for  an  addrefs,  deiiring,  that  the  inllructions  of 
thofe  who  concluded  the  treaties,  might  be  laycd 
before  the  hoyfe  ;  but  this  was  over-  ruled  by  the 
majority  *.  The  fupplies  were  raifed  by  a  land- 
tax  of  three  millings  in  the  pound,  and  a  malt-tax. 
A.C.  i7»:.~VVhat  the  commons  had  given  was  not  thought 
The  king  fufficient  for  the  expence  of  the  year;  therefore 
exm»"rdi-n  Mr.  fecrctary  Stanhope  brought  a  meffage  from  his 
•ary  fup?iy.  majefty,  demanding  an  extraordinary  fupply,  that 
he  might  be  the  better  enabled  to  fecure  his  king- 
doms againft  the  danger  with  which  they  were 
threatened  from  Sweden  ;  and  he  moved,  that  a 


•This  year  was  rendered  famous 
by  a  complete  viflory  which  prince 
Eugene  obtained  over  the  Turks  at 
Petcrwaradin  upon  the  Danube,  The 
battle  was  fought  on  the  filth  day  of 
Auguft.  The  Imperial  aimy  did 
not  exceed  fixty  thoufand  men  :  that 
of  the  infidels  amounted  10  one  hun« 


dred  and  fifty  thcufand,  commanded 
by  the  grind  viz  r,  who  was  morta'ly 
wounded  in  the  engagement.  Tile 
infidrls  wrre  tota  ly  defeated,  with 
the  Jofs  of  all  their  tents,  artillery, 
and  baggage  j  to  that  the  viftors 
obtained  m.  immcnfc  booty. 
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fujpply  (hould  be  granted  to  his  majefty  for  this  A<  c- 
purpofe.     Mr.   Shippcn  faid,   it  was  a  great  mif- 
fortune  that  the  king  was  as  little  acquainted  with 
the   parliamentary  proceedings   as  with  the  lan- 
guage of  the  country  :  that  the  mefTage  was  un- 
parliamentary and  unprecedented  ;  and,  in  his  opi- 
nion, penned   by  fome  foreign  minifter  :  he  had 
been  often  told,  that  his  majefty  had  retrieved  the 
honour  and   reputation   of  the  nation  -,    a   truth 
which  appeared    in    the  flourifhing   condition  of 
trade :  that   the  fupply  demanded  feemed  to  be 
inconfnlent  with  the  glorious  advantages  which  his 
majefcy  had  obtained  for   the   people.      He  was 
feconded  by  Mr.  Hungerford,  who  declared,  that 
for  his  part  he  could  not  underftand  what  occafiort 
there  was  for  new  alliances  ;  much   Jefs,  that  they 
(hould  be  purchafed  with  money.     He  expreffea 
his   furprize,  that  a  nation,  fo  lately  the  terror  of 
France  and  Spain,  fhould  now  feem  to  fear  fo  in- 
confiderable  an  enemy   as  the  king  of  Sweden. 
The  motion  was  fupported  by  Mr.  Bofcawen,  Sir 
Gilbert  Heathcote,   and  others-,   but  fome  of  the 
"Whigs  fpoke  againft  it;  and  Mr.  Robert  Walpole" 
was  filent.     The'  fpeaker  and  Mr.  Smith,,  one  of 
the  tellers  of  ths  exchequer,  oppofed  this  unpar- 
liamentary w*.  iding  the  fupply  :  the  for- 
mer propofed,  that  part  of  the  army  ftiould  be  dif- 
banded,  and  the  money  applied  towards  the  mak- 
ing good  fuch  Dew  engagements  as  were  deemed 
necelfary.     After  fcveral  fucceflive  debates,  the  re- 
folution  for  a  fupply  was  carried  by  a  majority  of 
four  voices. 

The  miniftry  was  now  divided  within  itfelf.  %£ 
Lord  Townmend  had  been  removed  from  the  of- 
fice  of  ft-cretary  of  frate  by  the  intrigues  of  the  earl 
of  Sunderland  •,  ar-.i  he  was  now  likewife  difmifTed 
from  the  place  -;:  lord  li-vtenant  of  Ireland.  Mn 
Robert  Walpole  religned  his  poits  of  firft  commif- 
P  2  fioner 
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A.  c.  i7«7.fioner  of  the  treafury  and  chancellor  of  the  exe- 
chequer;  and  his  example  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Pukeney  fecretary  at  war,  and  Mr.  Methuen  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate.  When  the  affair  of  the  fupply 
was  refumed  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  Mr.  Stan- 
hope made  a  motion  for  granting  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  for  that  purpofe.  Mr. 
Pulteney  obferved,  that  having  refigned  his  place, 
he  might  now  act  with  the  freedom  becoming  an 
Englifhman  :  he  declared  againft  the  manner  of 
granting  the  fupply  as  unparliamentary  and  unpre- 
cedented. He  laid,  he  could  not  periuade  himlelf 
that  any  Englishman  advifed  his  majefty  to  fend 
fuch  a  mefiage  :  but  he  doubted  not  the  refolu- 
tion  of  a  Britim  parliament  would  make  a  German 
miniftry  tremble.  Mr.  Stanhope  having  haran- 

fued  the  houfe  in  vindication  of  the  miniftry,  Mr. 
mith  anfwered  every  article  of  his  fpeech  :  he  af- 
firmed, that  if  an  eftimate  of  the  conduct  of  the 
miniftry  in  relation  to  affairs  abroad,  was  to  be 
made  from  a  comparifon  of  their  conduct  at  home, 
they  would  not  appear  altogether  fo  fauklefs  as  they 
were  reprefented.  "  Was  it  not  a  miftake,  faid 
"  he,  not  to  preferve  the  peace  at  home,  after  the 
king  had  afcended  the  throne  with  the  univerfal 
applaule  aud  joyful  acclamations  of  all  his  fub- 
jects  ?  Was  it  not  a  miftake,  upon  the  breaking 
out  of  the  rebellion,  not  to  iffue  a  proclamation, 
to  offer  pardon  to  fuch  as  mould  return  home 
peaceably,  according  to  the  cuftom  on  former 
occafions  of  the  fame  nature  ?  Was  it  not  a 
miftake,  after  the  fupprefiion  of  the  rebellion, 
and  the  trial  and  execution  of  the  principal  au- 
thors of  it,  to  keep  up  animofities,  and  drive 
people  to  defpair  by  not  palling  an  act  of  indem- 
nity ;  by  keeping  fo  many  perfons  under  hard 
and  tedious  confinement ;  and  by  granting  par- 
dons to  fome,  without  leaving  them  any  means 

to 
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"  to  fubfift  ?  It  is  not  a  miftake,  not  to  truft  to  a  A-  c  *IIT 
"  vote  of  parliament  for  making  good  fuch  en- 
"  gagements  as  his  majefty  (hall  think  proper  to 
"  enter  into  •,  and,  inftead  of  that,  to  infift  on  the 
"  granting  this  lupply  in  fuch  an  extraordinary 
"  manner  ?  Is  it  not  a  miftake,  to  take  this  op- 
"  portunity  to  create  divilions,  and  render  fome  of 
"  the  king's  bed  friends  fulpected  and  obnoxious  ? 
"  Is  it  not  a  miftake,  in  fhort,  to  form  parties  and 
"  cabals,  in  order  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
"  act  of  ^  occafional  conformity?"  A  great  num- 
ber of  members  had  agreed  to  this  meafure  in  pri- 
vate, though  at  this  period  it  was  not  brought  into 
the  houfe  of  commons.  After  a  long  debate  the 
fum  was  granted.  Thefe  were  the  firft  fruits  of 
Britain's  being  wedded  to  the  interefts  of  the  con- 
tinent. The  elector  of  Hanover  quarrelled  with 
the  king  of  Sweden  -,  and  England  was  not  only 
deprived  of  a  necefiary  branch  of  commerce,  but 
even  obliged  to  fupport  him  in  the  prolecution  of 
the  war.  The  miniftry  now  underwent  a  new  re- 
volution. The  earl  of  Sunderland  and  Mr.  Ad- 
difon  were  appointed  fecretaries  of  ftate  •,  and  Mr. 
Stanhope  became  firft  commifiioner  of  the  treafury, 
and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 

On  the  fixth  day  of  May  the  king  going  to  the 
houfe  of  peers,  gave  the  parliament  to  underftand, 
that  the  fleet  under  Sir  George  Byng,  which  had 
failed  to  the  Baltic  to  obferve  the  motion  of  the 
Swedes,  was  fafely  arrived  in  the  Sound.  He  laid, 
he  had  given  orders  for  the  immediate  reduction  of 
fen  thoufand  foldiers,  as  well  as  directions  to  pre- 
pare an  act  of  indemnity.  He  defired  they  would 
take  proper  meafures  for  reducing  the  public  debts 
with  a  juft  regard  to  parliamentary  credit  •,  and, 
that  they  would  go  through  the  public  bufmeis 
with  all  pofiible  difpatch  and  unanimity.  Some 
progrefs  had  already  been  made  in  deliberations 
P  3  upon 
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A.  c,  1717.  upon  the  debt  of  the  nation,  which  was  compre- 
hended under  the  two  heads  of  redeemable  and 
irredeemable  incumbrances.     The  firft  had  been 
contracted  with  a  redeemable  intereft ;  and  thefe 
the  public  had  a  right  to  difcharge  :  the  others 
confifted  of  long  and  fhort  annuities  granted  for  a 
greater  or  lefr  number  of  years,  which  could  not 
be  altered  without  the  confentofthe  proprietors. 
Mr.  Robert  Walpole  had  projected  a  fcheme  for 
lefitning  the  intereft,   and  paying  the  capital  of 
thole  debts,  before  he  refrgned  his  place  in- the  ex- 
chequer.    Hepropofed,  in  the  h^ufe  of  commons, 
to  reduce  the  intereft  of  redeemable  funds,  and 
offer  an  alternative  to  the  proprietors  of  annuities. 
His  plan  was   approved ;   but  when  he   refigned 
his-fiases,  the  minifters  made  fome  fmall  altera- 
tions in  it,  which  furnilhed  him  with   a  pretence 
for  oppofing   the  fcheme.     In  the  courfe  of  the 
debate  ibmc  warm  akerration  palled  between  him 
and  Mr.  Stanhope,  by  which  it  appeared,  they  had 
made  a  practice  of  felling  places  and   reveriions. 
Mr.  Hungerford  {landing  up,  fajd,  he  was  forry  to 
fee  two  fuch  great  men  running  foul  of  one  ano- 
ther ;  that,  however,  they  ought  to  be  looked  up- 
on as  patriots  and  fathers  of  their  country  ;   and, 
fince  they  had  by  mifchancedifcovered  their  naked- 
nefs,  the  other  members  ought,  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  Eaft,  to  turn  their  backs  upon  them, 
that  they  might  not  be  feen  in  fuch  a  fhameful 
condition.     Mr.  Bofcawen  moved,  That  the  houfe 
would   lay  their  commands  upon  them,    that  no 
further  notice  mould  be  taken  of  what  had  pafled. 
He  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Methuen  :  the  houfe  ap- 
proved of  the  motion  i  and  the  fpeaker  took  their 
word  and  honour,   that  they  fhould  not  profecute 
their  refentment.    The  money  corporations  having 
agreed  to  provide  calh  for  fuch  creditors  as  mould 
be  willing^  to  receive  their  principal,   the  houfe. 

came 
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came  to  certain  refolutions,  on  which  were  found- A-c-  '7«f. 
ed  the  three  bills  that  paffed  into  laws,  under  the 
names  of  "  The  South  feaact,  the  Bank-aft,  and  ™?nsc°rT::8 
•*  the  General- fund  act."  The  original  ftock  oftheSouih- 
the  South-Tea  company  did  not  exceed  nine  mil-  ei»k-ift» 
lions  four  hundred  and  fevenry-one  thoufand  three  and  ll)e<;<?- 
hundred  and  twenty- five  pounds  •,  but  the  funds  S!  ^ 
granted  being  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  intereftof 
ten  millions  at  fix  per  cent,  the  company  made  up 
that  iiim  to  the  government,  for  which  they  receiv- 
ed fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  yearly,  and  eight 
thoufand  pounds  a  year  for  management.  By  this 
act  they  declared  thernfelves  willing  to  receive  five 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  the  eight  thoufand 
for  management.  It  was  enacted,  That  the  com- 
pany (hould  continue  a  corporation,  until  the  re- 
demption of  their  annuity,  towards  which  not  lefs 
than  a  million  mould  be  payed  at  a  time.  They 
were  likewife  required  to  advance  a  fum  not  ex- 
ceeding two  millions,  towards  difcharging  the  prin- 
cipal and  intereil,  due  on  the  four  lottery  funds  of 
the  ninth  and  tenth  years  of  queen  Anne.  By  the 
bank- act  tht  governors  and  company  declared 
thernfelves  willing  to  accept  an  annuity  of  eighty  - 
eight  thoufand  leven  hundred  and  fifty  one  pounds, 
feven  millings,  and  ten-pence  half-penny,  or  the 
principal  of  one  million  feven  hundred  and  leventy- 
five  thoufand  twenty-feven  pounds,  feventeen  mil- 
lings, and  ten-pence  halfpenny,  in  lieu  of  the 
prefent  annuity,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and 
fix  thoufand  five  hundred  and  one  pounds,  thirteen 
(hillings,  and  five  pence.  They  likewife  declared 
thernfelves  willing  to  difcharge,  and  deliver  up  to 
be  cancelled,  as  many  exchequer  bills  as  amounted 
to  two  millions,  and  to  accept  of  an  annuity  of 
one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  being  after  the  rate 
of  five  per  cent,  redeemable  after  one  year's  no- 
tice i  to  circulate  the  remaining  exchequer  bills  at 
P  4  three 
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A.  c.  1717  three  per  cent,  and  one  penny  per  day.     It  was 
enafted,  that  the  former  allowances  fhould  be  con- 
tinued to  Chriftmas,    and  then  the  bank  fhould 
have  for  circulating  the  two  millions  five  hundred 
and  fixty-one  thoufand  and  twenty-five  pounds  re- 
maining exchequer-bills,  an  annuity  of  feventy-fix 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  pounds  fifteen 
{hillings,  at  the  rate  of  three  pounds  per  cent,  till 
redeemed,  over  and  above  the  one  penny  a- day 
for  intereft.     By  the  fame  aft  the  bank  was  requir- 
ed to  advance  a  fum  not  exceeding  two  millions  five 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  towards  difcharging  the 
national  debt,  if  wanted,    on  condition,   that  they 
mould  have  five  pounds  per  cent,   for  as  much  as 
thty   might  advance,  redeemable   by  parliament. 
The  general-fund  act  recited  the  feveral  afts  of 
parliament,    for  eftablifhing  the  four  lotteries  in 
the  ninth  and  tenth  years  of  the  late  queen,  and 
rtated  the  annual   produce  of   the   feveral  funds, 
amounting  in  all  to   feven  hundred  twenty-four 
thoufand   eight   hundred   forty- nine   pounds,    fix 
millings,  and  ten-pence  one  fifth.     This  was  the 
general  fund  •,  the  deficiency  of  which  was  to  be 
made  good  annually,  out  of  the  firft  aids  granted 
by  parliament.     For   the  regular  payment  of  all 
fuch  annuities  as  mould  be  made  payable  by  this 
aft,  it  was  enafted,  That  all  the  duties  and  reve- 
nues mentioned  therein,  mould  continue  for  ever, 
•with  the  provilb,  however,  That  the  revenues  ren- 
dered by  this  aft  perpetual,  mould  be  fubjeft  to  re- 
demption.    This   aft  contained  a  claufe  by  which 
the  finking  fund  was  eftablifhed.     The  reduction 
of  intereft  to  five  per  cent,  producing  a  furplus  or 
excefs  upon  the  appropriated  funds,  it  was  enafted, 
That  all  the  monies  arifing  from  time  to  time,  as 
well  for  the  furplus,  by  virtue  of  the  afts  for  re- 
deeming the  funds  of  the  bank  and  of  the  South- 
fea  company,  as  allb  for  the  furplus  of  the  duties 

and 
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and  revenues,  by  this  ac"l  appropriated,  to  make  A-c-  lw* 
good  the  general  fund,  fhould  be  appropriated 
and  employed  for  the  difcharging  the  principal  and 
intereft  of  iuch  national  debts  as  were  incurred  be- 
fore the  twenty  fifth  of  December  of  the  preceding 
year,  in  fuch  manner  as  mould  be  directed  or  ap- 
pointed by  any  future  a<5b  of  parliament,  to  be  dif- 
charged  out  of  the  fame,  and  for  none  other  ufe, 
intent,  or  purpofe  whatfoever. 

The  earl  of  Oxford,  who  had  now  remained  al- 
moft  two  years  a  prifoner  in  the  Tower,  prefented 
a  petition  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  praying,  that  his 
irnpriionment  might  not  be  indefinite.  Some  of 
the  Tory  lords  affirmed,  that  the  impeachment  was 
deftroyed  and  determined  by  the  prorogation  of 
parliament,  which  fuperfeded  the  whole  proceed- 
ings ;  but  the  contrary  was  voted  by  a  confiderable 
majority.  The  thirteenth  day  of  June  was  fixed 
for  the  trial ;  and  the  houfe  of  commons  made  ac- 
quainted with  this  determination.  The  commons 
appointed  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of 
the  earl's  impeachment ;  and,  in  confequence  of 
their  report,  lent  a  mefTage  to  the  lords,  demand- 
ing longer  time  to  prepare  for  the  trial.  Accord- 
ingly the  day  was  prolonged  to  the  twenty-fourth 
of  June  i  and  the  commons  appointed  the  com- 
mittee, with  four  other  members,  to  be  the  mana- 
gers for  making  good  the  articles  of  impeachment. 
At  the  appointed  time  the  peers  repaired  to  the 
court  in  \Vtftminfler-hall,  where  lord  Cowper  pre- 
fided  as  lord-fteward.  The  commons  were  af- 
fembled  as  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe :  the 
king,  the  reft  of  the  royal  family,  and  the  foreign 
miniiters,  afiilled  at  the  Iblemnity  :  the  earl  of 
Oxford  was  brought  from  the  Tower :  the  arti- 
cles of  impeachment  weoe  read,  with  his  aniwers, 
and  the  replication  of  the  commons.  Sir  Joleph 
Jekyll  {landing  up  to  make  good  the  firft  article, 

lord 
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A,  c.  1717.  lord  Harcourt  fignified  to  their  lordfhips,  that  he 
had  a  motion  to  make,  and  they  adjourned  to  their 
own  houfe.  There  he  reprefented,  that  a  great  deal 
of  time  would  be  unnecessarily  confumed  in  going 
through  all  the  articles  of  the  impeachment;  that 
rf  the  commons  would  make  good  the  two  articles 
for  high-treafon,  the  earl  of  Oxford  would  forfeit 
both  life  and  eftate,  and  there  would  be  an  end  of 
the  matter :  whereas,  to  proceed  on  the  method 
propofed  by  the  commons,  would  draw  the  trial  on 
to  a  prodigious  length.  He  therefore  moved,  that 
the  commons  might  not  be  admitted  to  proceed, 
until  judgment  (hould  be  firft  given  upon  the  ar- 
ticles for^high-treafon.  He  was  fupported  by  the 
earls  of  Angletey  and  Nottingham,  the  lord  Tre- 
vor, and  a  confiderable  number  of  both  parties ; 
and  though  oppofed  by  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  the 
lords  Coningfby,  and  Parker,  the  motion  was  car- 
ried in  the  affirmative.  It  produced  a  difpute  be- 
tween the  two  houfes.  The  commons,  at  a  con- 
ference, delivered  a  paper,  containing  their  reafons 
for  afferting  it  as  their  undoubted  right  to  impeach 
a  peer  either  for  treafon,  or  for  high  crimes  and 
mifdemeanours  •,  or  mould  they  fee  occalion,  to 
mix  both  in  the  fame  accufation.  The  houfe  of 
lords  infifted  on  their  former  refolution  ;  and,  in 
another  conference,  delivered  a  paper,  wherein  they 
alferted  it  to  be  a  right  inherent  in  every  court  of 
juftice,  to  order  and  direct  fuch  methods  of  pro- 
ceeding as  it  fhould  think  fit  to  be  obferved  in  all 
caufes  that  fall  under  its  cognizance.  The  com- 
mons demanded  a  free  conference,  which  was  re- 
fufed.  The  difpute  grew  more  and  more  warm. 
The  lords  lent  a  mefliige  to  the  lower  houfe,  im- 
porting, that  they  intended  preiently  to  proceed  on 
the  trial  of  the  earl  of  Oxford.  The  commons 
payed  no  regard  to  this  intimation  •,  but  adjourned 
tq  the  third  day  of  Jgly.  The  lords  repairing  to 
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Weflminfter-hall,  took  their  places,  ordered  theA-c-J7»7. 
earl  to  be  brought  to  the  bar,  and  made  proclama-  TH.I  Ofthe 
tton  for  his  accufers  to  appear.  Having  waited 
quarter  of  an  hour,  they  adjourned  to  their  own 
houfe,  where  after  fome  debate,  the  earl  was  ac- 
quitted upon  a  divifion  :  then  returning  to  the 
hall,  they  voted,  That  he  mould  be  let  at  liberty. 
Oxford  owed  his  fafety  to  the  difTenfions  among 
the  minifters,  and  to  the  late  change  in  the  admi- 
niftration,  in  confequence  of  which  he  was  deliver- 
ed from  the  perfecution  of  Walpole  ;  and  number- 
ed among  his  friends  the  dukes  of  Devonihire  and 
Argyle,  the  earls  of  Nottingham  and  Hay,  and  the 
lord  Townfhend.  The  commons,  in  order  to  ex- 
prefs  their  fenfe  of  his  demerit,  prefented  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  king,  defiring  he  might  be  excepted 
out  of  the  intended  act  of  grace.  The  king  pro- 
mifed  to  comply  with  their  requeft  ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  forbade  the  earl  to  appear  at  court.  On 
the  fifteenth  day  of  July  the  earl  of  Sunderland  demn 
delivered  in  the  houfe  of  peers  the  act  of  grace, 
which  paired  through  both  houfes  with  great  ex- 
pedition. From  this  indulgence  were  excepted 
the  earl  of  Oxford,  Mr.  Prior,  Mr.  Thomas  Har- 
ley,  Mr.  Arthur  Moor,  Crifp,  Nodes,  Obryan, 
Redmayne  the  printer,  and  Thompfon,  the  afiafii- 
nators  in  Newgate,  and  the  clan  of  Macgregor  in 
Scotland.  By  virtue  of  this  aft,  the  earl  of  Carn- 
wath,  the  lords  Widdrington  and  Nairn  were  im- 
mediately difcharged  *  together  with  all  the  gen- 
tlemen under  fentence  of  death  in  Newgate,  and 
thofe  that  were  confined  on  account  of  the  rebel- 
lion, in  the  Fleet,  the  Marfhalfea,  and  other  pri- 
fons  of  the  kingdom.  The  aft  of  grace  being  pre- 
pared for  the  royal  aiTent,  the  king  went  to  the 
houfe  of  peers  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  July,  and 
having  given  his  fanction  to  all  the  bills  that  were 
3  ready, 


nti' 


220  HISTORY  OF   ENGLAND. 

A.C.  1717.  ready,  clofed  the  feffion  with  a  fpeech  on  the  ufual 

topics. 

preceding*  The(  proceedings  in  the  convocation  turned 
in  the  con-  chiefly  upon  two  performances  of  Dr.  Hoadley 
Ilhhwgard  bilhop  of  Bangor.  One  was  intituled,  "  A  per- 
to  Dr.  Head- it  fervative  aeainft  the  principles  and  practices  of 

ley  bifiiop  or  ,  T        .       °         „       ,        *    ,  f  . 

Bimgor.  "  the  ISonjurors:  the  other  was  a  fermon  preach- 
ed before  the  king,  under  the  title  of,  *'  The  na- 
"  ture  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift."  An  anfwer  to 
this  difcourle  was  publifhed  by  Dr.  Snape  mafter  of 
Eton  College,  and  the  convocation  appointed  a 
committee  to  examine  the  bifhop's  two  performan- 
ces. They  drew  up  a  repreientation,  in  which 
the  Prelervative  and  the  lermon  were  cenfured, 
as  tending  to  fubvert  all  government  and  difcipline 
in  the  church  of  Chriil  ;  to  reduce  his  kingdom  to 
a  (late  of  anarchy  and  confufion  ;  to  impugn  ancj 
impeach  the  royal  fupremacy  in  caufes  ecclefiaftical, 
and  the  authority  of  the  legislature  to  inforce  obe- 
dience in  matters  of  religion  by  civil  fanctions.  The 
government  thought  proper  to  put  a  flop  to  thefe 
proceedings  by  a  prorogation ;  which,  however, 
inflamed  the  controverly.  A  great  number  of  pens 
were  drawn  againft  the  bifhop ;  but,  his  chief 
antagonifts  were  Dr.  Snape  and  Dr.  Sherlock, 
whom  the  king  removed  from  the  office  of  his 
chaplains  -,  and  the  convocation  has  not  been  per- 
mitted to  fit  and  do  bufmefs  fincethat  period. 
Difference  During  thefe  tranfactions,  the  negotiations  of 
between  tne  North  were  continued  againft  the  king  of 
anTuheTzlir  Sweden,  who  had  penetrated  into  Norway,  and 
of  Mufcovy.  advanced  towards  Chriftianftadt  the  capital  of  that 
kingdom.  The  czar  had  lent  five  and  twenty 
thoufand  Ruffians  to  affift  the  allies  in  the  reduction 
of  Wifmar,  which  he  intended  to  beftow  upon 
his  niece,  lately  married  to  the  duke  of  Mecklen- 
burgh  Swerin  :  but  before  his  troops  arrived,  the 

place 
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place  had  furrendered,  and  the  Ruffians  were  not  A-c-  «7»r- 
admitted  into  the  garrifon  -,  a  circumftance  which 
increafed  the  mifunderftanding  between  him  and 
the  king  of  Great  Britain.  Neverthelefs,  he  con- 
fented  to  a  project  tor  making  a  deicent  upon 
Schonen,  and  actually  took  upon  him  the  com- 
mand of  the  allied  iieet ;  though  he  was  not  at  all 
pleafed  to  fee  Sir  John  N orris  in  the  Baltic,  becauic 
he  had  formed  defigns  againft  Denmark,  which  he 
knew  the  Englifh  Iquaciron  would  protect.  He 
fuddenly  defiftcd  from  the  expedition  againft 
Schonen,  on  pretence  that  the  feafon  was  too  far 
advanced  ;  and  the  king  of  Denmark  publifhed  a 
manifeflo  remonftrating  againft  his  conduct  on 
this  occafion.  By  this  time  baron  Gortz  had  plan- 
ned a  pacification  between  his  m after  and  the  czar, 
who  was  dilcontented  with  all  his  German  allies, 
becaufe  they  oppofed  his  having  any  footing  in  the 
empire.  This  monarch  arrived  at  Amfterdam  in 
December,  whither  he  was  followed  by  the  cza- 
rina -,  and  he  actually  refided  at  the  Hague  when 
king  George  patted  through  it,  in  return  to  his 
Britifh  dominions  :  but  he  declined  an  interview 
with  the  king  of  England.  When  Gyllenburg's 
letters  were  publifhed  in  London,  fome  paffages 
feemed  to  favour  the  fuppofition  of  the  czar's  be- 
ing privy  to  the  confpiracy.  His  minifter  at  the 
Englifh  court  preiented  a  long  memorial,  com- 
plaining that  the  king  had  caufed  to  be  printed, 
the  malicious  infinuations  of  his  enemies.  He  de- 
nied his  having  the  leaft  concern  in  the  defign  of 
the  Swedifh  king.  He  charged  the  court  of  Eng- 
land with  having  privately  treated  of  a  feparate 
peace  with  Charles,  and  even  with  having  promiied 
to  afiift  him  againtt  the  czar,  on  condition  that  he 
would  relinquiih  his  pretenfions  to  Bremen  and 
Verden.  Neverthelefs,  he  exprefled  an  inclination 
to  re-eitablifh  the  antient  good  underftanding,  and 

to 
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-A.C.  j7i7.  to  engage  in  vigorous  meafures  for  profecuting  thfr 
war  agamft  the  common  enemy.  The  memorial 
was  anfwcred  by  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  who 
allured  the  czar  he  mould  have  realbn  to  be  fully 
fatisiied,  if  he  would  remove  the  only  obftacle  to 
their  mutual  good  underftanding  ;  in  other  words, 
withdraw  the  Ruffian  troops  from  the  empire.  Not- 
withftanding  thefe  profeilions,  the  two  mon&rchs 
were  never  perfectly  reconciled. 

The  czar  made  an  excurfion  to  the  court  of 
France,  where  he  concluded  a  treaty  of  friendlhip 
with  the  regent,  at  whole  earneft  defire  he  promifed 
to  recal  his  troops  from  Mecklenburg.  At  his  re- 
turn to  Amilerdam,he  had  a  private  interview  with 
Gbrtz,  who,  as  well  as  Gyllenburg,  had  been  fee 
at  liberty.  That  minifter  undertook  to  adjuft  all 
differences  between  the  czar  and  the  king  of 
Sweden  within  three  months  ;  and  Peter  engaged 
to  fufpend  all  operations  againft  Sweden,  until 
that  term  mould  be  expired.  A  congrefs  was 
opened  at  Abo,  between  the  Swedifli  and  Ruffian 
minifters  ;  but  the  conferences  were  afterwards  re-' 
moved  to  Aland.  By  this  convention,  the  czar 
obliged  himfelf  to  afliil  Charles  in  the  conquelt  of 
Norway  ;  and  they  promifed  to  unite  all  their 
forces  againft  the  king  of  Great- Britain,  mould 
he  prefume  to  intcrpofe.  Both  were  incenied 
againft  that  prince  ;  and  one  part  of  their  defign 
was  to  raife  the  pretender  to  the  throne  of  Eng- 

The  king  of  land.     Baron  Gortz  fet  out  from  Aland  for  Fre  - 

k!S"t"    dcrickftadt  in  Norway,  with  the   plan  of  peace  ; 

Frederick-  but  before  he  arrived,  Charles  was  killed  by  a 
cannon-ball  from  the  town,  as  he  vifited  the 
trenches,  on  the  thirtieth  of  November.  Baron 
Gortz  was  immediately  arrefted,  and  brought  to 
the  fcaffbld  by  the  nobles  of  Sweden,  whofe  hatred 
he  had  incurred  by  his  infolence  of  behaviour.  The 
death  of  Charles  was  fortunate  for  king  George. 

Sweden 
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Sweden  was  now   obliged  to  fubmit:  while  theA-c-'^7- 
czar,  the  king  of  Denmark,  and  the  elector  of 
Hanover,    kept   poflefllon  of  what  they  had  ac- 
quired  in  the  courfe  of  the  war. 

Thus  Bremen  and  Verden  were  fecured  to  the 
houfe  of  Hanover :  an  acquifition  towards  which 
the  Engiifh  nation  contributed  by  her  money,  as 
well  as  by  her  arms :  an  acquifition  made  in  con- 
tradiction to  the  engagements  into  which  ling- 
land  entered  when  king  William  became  guarantee 
for  the  treaty  of  Travendahl  :  an  acquHition  that 
maybe  confidered  as  the  firft  link  of  a  political 
chain  by  which  the  Englim  nation  was  dragged 
back  into  expenfive  connections  with  the  continent. 
The  king  had  not  yet  received  the  inveftiture  of 
thcfe  dutchies  •,  and,  until  that  mould  be  procured, 
it  was  neceffaiy  to  efpoufe  with  warmth  the  intcrefts 
qf  the  emperor.  This  was  another  fourte  of  mif- 
underftanding  between  Great-Britain  and  Spain. 
Prince  Eugene  gained  another  complete  victory 
over  a  prodigious  army  of  the  Turks  at  Belgrade, 
which  was  furrendered  to  him  after  the  battle. 
The  emperor  had  engaged  in  this  war  as  an  ally 
of  the  Venetians,  whom  the  Turks  had  attacked 
and  driven  from  the  Ivlorea.  The  pope  confider- 
ed it  as  a  religious  war  againil  the  infidels  ;  and 
obtained  repeated  afiurances  from  the  king  of 
Spain,  that  he  would  not  undertake  any  thing 
againit  the  emperor,  while  he  was  engaged  in  fuch 
a  laudable  quarrel.  Philip  had  even  fcnt  a  fqua- 
dron  or  Hups  and  gallics  to  the  affiftance  of  the 
Venetians.  In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  however, 
he  equipped  a  ftrong  armament,  the  command  of 
which  he  beftowed  on  the  marquis  de  Lede,  who 
failed  from  Barcelona  in  July,  and  landing  at  Cag- 
liari  in  Sardinia,  which  belonged  to  the  emperor, 
made  a  conqueft  of  the  whole  ifland.  At  the  fame 
time,  the  king  of  Spain  endeavoured  to  iuftify 

thefe 
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A.  c.  1717.  thefe  proceedings  by  a  manifefto,  in  which  he  al- 
ledged  that  the  archduke,  contrary  to  the  faith  of 
treaties,  encouraged  and  fupported  the  rebellion  of 
his  fubjefts  in  Catalonia,  by  frequent  fuccours 
from  Naples  and  other  places ;  and  that  the  great 
inquifitor  of  Spain  had  been  feized,  though  fur- 
nifhed  with  a  paffport  from  his  holineis.  He  pro- 
miled,  however,  to  proceed  no  farther,  and  fufpend 
all  operations,  that  the  powers  of  Europe  might 
have  time  and  opportunity  to  contrive  expedients 
for  reconciling  all  differences,  and  fecuring  the 
peace  and  balance  of  power  in  Italy :  nay,  he  con- 
fented  that  this  important  affair  mould  be  left  to 
the  arbitration  of  king  George  and  the  ftates  ge- 
neral. Thefe  powers  undertook  the  office.  Con- 
HuT-  ferences  were  begun  between  the  minifters  of  the 
alii-  emperor,  France,  England,  and  Holland  ;  and 
thele  produced,  in  the  courfe  of  the  following 
year,  the  famous  quadruple  alliance.  In  this  treaty 
it  was  ftipulated,  That  the  emperor  mould  re- 
nounce all  pretenfions  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  and 
exchange  Sardinia  for  Sicily,  with  the  duke  of 
Savoy  :  That  the  fucceflion  to  the  dutchies  of  Tuf- 
cany,  Parma,  and  Placentia,  which  the  queen  of 
Spain  claimed  by  inheritance,  as  princeis  of  the 
houfe  of  Farnefe,  mould  be  fettled  on  her  eldeft 
fon,  in  cafe  the  prefent  pofiefibrs  mould  die  with- 
out male-iflue.  Philip,  diffatisfied  with  this  par- 
tition, continued  to  make  formidable  preparations 
by  fea  and  land.  The  king  of  England  and  the 
regent  of  France  interpofed  their  admonitions  to 
no  purpofe.  At  length  his  Britannic  majefty  had 
recourfe  to  more  fubftantial  arguments,  and  order- 
ed a  ftrong  fquadron  to  be  equipped  with  all  pof- 
fible  expedition  j-. 

On 

f  Th?  pretender,  who  refirfed  at  formed  agalnft  his  life,  pope  Cle- 
Urbino,  having  received  intelligence  mem  XI.  gave  directions  that  all 
from  Pa:  if,  that  there  was  a  dcfign  foreigneis  in  that  neighbourhood,  efpc- 

cially 
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On  the  third  day  of  November  the  princefs  of  A-  •- 

es  was  delivered  of  a  prince,  the  ceremony  of 

productive  of  a  difference  be- 

-sdfather  and  father.     The  prince  of 

es  intended  that  his  uncle  the  duke  of  York 
fhould  frand  godfather.  The  king  ordered  the 

e  of  NewcafUe  to  (land  for  himlelf.  After  the 
ceremony,  the  prince  exprefled  his  reientment 
againft  this  nobleman  in  very  warm  terms.  The 
king  ordered  the  prince  to  confine  himfelf  within 
his  own  apartments;  and  afterwards  figtified  his 
pleafure,  that  he  fhould  quit  the  palace  of  St. 
Jame^.  He  retired  with  the  princefe  to  a  houfe 
belonging  to  the  earl  of  Grantham  ;  but  the  chil- 
dren were  detained  at  the  palace.  All  peers  and 
peerefies,  and  all  privy- counfellors  and  their  wives, 
were  given  to  underftand,  that  in  cafe  they  vifited 
the  prince  and  prir.cefs,  they  fhould  have  no  accefs 

>  majefty's  prelcnce  ;  and  all  who  enjoyed  pods 
and  places  under  both  king  and  prince,  were 
obliged  to  quit  the  fervice  of  one  or  other,  at  their 
option.  When  the  parliament  met  on  the  twenty* 
firft  day  of  November,  the  king,  in  his  fpeech, 
told  both  houfes,  that  he  had  reduced  the  army 
to  very  near  one  half,  fince  the  beginning  of  the 
laft  feffion :  he  exprefled  his  defire  that  all  thofe 

cuOr  Eagli*,  fltonU  be  zmAed.  The  *•  aEy  cf  Great-Eritslin,  detbrat& 

evi  or  P^otwrough  .mviKg  at  Bo.  that  the  k^te  of  Boogn  haivio. 

logna  vidx  a  few  annei    fclkwm,  kttly  and    cepafti?,    vxdtaM    tte 

fi,  whh  all  hfs  paprrs.  Being  kJKSvMge  oflus  hx£fle&,  c»M  Ike 

intmoptri,  be  feil  he  can*  to  pfc  cari  rf  rombcic*^  a  fce  fciteJ  •»*> 

ibme  time  in  I  «ly,  tor  like  benefit  of  tulpx»«    vKcb   Morti    to   be  HI 

the  a:r.     He  was  dcfc  cenficrd  frr  pcvtdei.     Tbe  nndral-lepae  feat  ft 

a  whole  inorth  m  Fort  Uife**,  and  «tjan:  on  to  OK  Eegli*  admin!  =• 

his  atteodants  wete    fcmt    to  ffitm.  the  Ue&enzMaB,  tiwt  he  itari  aind 

#  appearing  to  juflifT  the  luf.  fctpwaeik  tt  his  hoiro^s,  a«i  «ow 

picion,  hew  ai^fmJfUsi  with  uaco«-  Wjp^r^d-.o.  i^Bntuu,  CM)^, 

moil  eighty.     TJe  k  ng  dcmawMg  for  bar ^5  erciri&L'j  ancfttd  a  petf 

rtpantioo   far  this  in'..!-,    tbe  f«oe  of  Gre^t-Biitua  cc  Li*  tnitik 
write  with  his  ou«  hind  *  letter  to 

N-  Q^ 
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A.  c.  1717.  wno  were  friends  to  the  prefent  happy  eflabliili- 
mcnt,  might  unanimouQy  concur  in  iome  proper 
method  for  the  greater  {lengthening  the  prpte- 
ftant  intereft,  of  which,  as  the  church  of  England 
was  unqueftionably  the  main  fupport  and  bulwark, 
fa  would  me  reap  the  principal  benefit  of  every 
advantage  accruing  from  the  union  and  mutual 
Proceedings  cnar;ty  of  au  protetlants.  After  the  addrefics  of 
ment.  thanks,  which  were  couched  in  the  ufual  ftile,  the 
commons  proceeded  to  take  into  confideration  the 
eftimates  and  accounts,  in  order  to  fettle  the  efta- 
blilhment  of  the  army,  navy,  and  ordnance.  Ten 
thoufand  men  were  voted  for  the  fea-fervice.  When 
the  fupply  for  the  army  fell  under  deliberation,  a 
very  warm  debate  enfued  upon  the  number  of 
troops  necelTary  to  be  maintained.  Sir  William 
Wyndham,  Mr.  Shippen,  and  Mr.  Walpole,  in  a 
long  elaborate  harangue,  infifted  upon  its  being 
reduced  to  twelve  thoufand.  They  were  anfwered 
by  Mr.  Craggs,  fecretary  at  war,  and  Sir  David 
Dalrymple.  Mr.  Shippen,  m  the  courfe  of  the 
debate,  faid  the  fecond  paragraph  of  the  king's 
fpeech  feemed  rather  to  be  calculated  for  the 
meridian  of  Germany  than  for  Great-Britain  •,  and  it 
was  a  great  nrsfortune  that  the  king  was  a  ftranger 
to  our  language  and  conftitution.  Mr.  Lechmere 
affirmed  this  was  a  icandalous  invective  againfb  the 
king's  perfon  and  government  j  and  moved  that  he 
mould  be  fent  to  the  Tower.  Mr.  Shippen  refuf- 
ing  to  retraft  or  excufe  what  he  had  faid,  was 
voted  to  the  Tower  by  a  great  majority  •,  and  the 
number  of  {landing  forces  was  fixed  at  fixteen 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  forty-feven  effective 
men. 

On  account  of  the  great  fcarcity  of  filver  coiny 
occafioned  by  the  exportation  of  filver  and  the  im- 
portation of  gold,  a  motion  was  made  to  put  a 
flop  to  this  growing  evil,  by  lowering  the  value  of 

gold 
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gold  fpecies.  The  commons  examined  a  reprefen-  A- c'  J7'7> 
ration  which  had  been  made  to  the  treafury  by  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton  mafter  of  the  mint,  on  this  iubjecr. 
Mr.  Cafwel  explained  the  nature  of  a  clandeftine 
trade  carried  on  by  the  Dutch  and  Harnburghers, 
in  concert  with  the  Jews  of  England  and  other 
traders,  for  exporting  the  filvercoin  and  importing 
gold,  which  being  coined  at  the  mine,  yielded  a 
profit  of  fifteen  pence  upon  every  guinea.  The 
houfe,  in  an  addrels  to  the  king,  detired  that  a  pro- 
clamation might  be  iliutd,  forbidding  ail  peribns 
to  utter  or  receive  guineas  at  a  higher  rate  than 
one  and  twenty  millings  each.  His  majercy  com- 
plied with  their  requeit :  but  people  hoarding  up 
their  filver,  in  hope  that  the  price  of  it  would  be 
raifed  ;  or  in  nppivhenfion  that  the  gold  would  be 
lowered  ftiil  farther,  the  two  houies  refolved  that 
the  ilanda;  d  of  the  gold  and  fiiver  coins  of  the 
kingdom  fhould  not  be  altered  in  finenefs,  \yeight, 
or  denomination  ;  and  they  ordered  a  bill  to  be 
brought  in  to  prevent  the  melting  down  of  the 
filver  coin,  At  this  period,  one  James  Shepherd,-  jamesshep. 
a  youth  of  eighteen,  apprentice  to  a  coachmaker,  ^/J*  t 
and  an  enthufiaft  in  Jacobitifm,  fent  a  letter  to  arfesgn 
nonjuring  clergyman,  prdpofing  a  Icheme  for  afiaf-  l^ 
fmating  king  George.  He  was  immediately  ap- 
prehended, owned  the  ddGgn,  was  tried,  con- 
demned, and  executed  at  Tyburn.  This  was 
likewife  the  fate  of  the  marquis  de  Palleotti,  an 
Italian  nobleman,  brother  to  the  durchefs  of 
Shrewfbury.  He  had,  in  a  tranfpcrt  of  pafTion, 
Idlled  his  own  fervant  •,  asvd  feemed  indeed  to  be 
difordered  in  his  brain.  After  he  had  received 
fentence  of  death,  the  king's  pardon  was  earneitly 
Iblliciced  by  his  filler  the  dutchcfs,  and  many  other 
perfons  of  the  firft  diflindion  :  but  the  common 
people  became  fo  clamorous,  that  it  -was  thv 
dangerous  to  refcu-:  him  from  the  penalties  of  the 
Q  lawr 
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A  c.  1717.  law,  which  he  accordingly  underwent  in  the  mod: 
ignominious'  manner.      No  fubjeft   produced  la 
much  heat  and  altercation  in  parliament  during  this 
feffion,  as  did  the  bill  for  regulating  the  land-forces, 
and  punifhing  mutiny  and  defertion  :  a  bill  which 
was  looked   upon  as  an  incroachment  upon  the 
liberties  and   conftitution   of  England,  inafmuch 
as  it  eftablifhed   martial  law,  which  wrefted  from 
the  civil  magiftrate  the  cognizance  of  crimes  and 
mifdemeanours  committed  by  the  foldiers  and  offi- 
cers of  the  army  :  a  jurifdiclion  inconfiftent  with 
the  genius  and  difpoimon   of  the   people.     The 
dangers  that  might  accrue  from  luch  a  power  were 
explained   in  the  lower  houfe  by  Mr.  Hutchinfon, 
Mr.  Harley,  and  Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  which  laft, 
however,  voted   afterwards  for  the    bill.     In  the 
houle  of  lords,  it  was  ftrenuouQy  oppofed  by  the 
earls   of  Oxford,  Stratford,    and    lord    Harcourt. 
Their  objections  were  anfwered  by  lord  Carteret. 
The  bill   patted   by  a  great   majority  ;  but  divers 
lords  entered  aproteft.    This  affair  being  dilcufied, 
a  bill  was'brought  in  for  veiling  in  truftees  the  for- 
feited eftates  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  to  be  fold  for 
the  ufe  of  the  public  •,  for  giving  relief  to  lawful 
creditors,  by  determining  the  claims  ;  and  for  the 
more   effe-Stual   bringing   into  the   refpective   ex- 
chequers,  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  eftates  till 
oidmixon.  *°ld«     The  time  of  claiming  was  prolonged  :  the 
Annah.      fain  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  was  referved  out 
Burche?.1'    °f  the  fale   of  the  eftates  in  Scotland,  for  creeling 
Hift.Reg.   fchools ;  and  eight  thoufand  pounds  for  building 
StcTriab. barracks  in  that  kingdom.    The  king  having  figni- 
Dcb.inpari.  fied,  by  a  mtfTage  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  than 
brake!'      he    had    lately  received    fuch    information    from 
L!VM  of  the  abroad,  as  gave   reafon    to  believe  that  a  naval 
force,    employed  where    it   fhould    be   necellary, 
would  give  weight  to  his  endeavours :  he  therefore 
thought  fit  to  acquaint  the  hguie  with  this  circum- 
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fiance,  not  doubting  but  that  in  cafe  he  mould  be  A-Ci  I~'~- 
obliged,  at  this  critical  juncture,  to  exceed  the 
number  of  men  granted  this  year  ior  the  fea  fer-. 
vice,  the  houfe  would  provide  for  fuch  exceeding. 
The  commons  immediately  drew  up  and  prefented 
an  addrels,  aflliring  his  majefly  that  they  would 
make  good  fuch  exceeding^  of  feamen  as  he  fhould 
find  necefiary  to  prefcrve  the  tranquil! ty  of  Europe. 
On  the  twenty-firft  day  of  March  the  king  went 
the  houfe  of  peers,  and  having  paffrcl  the  bills  that 
were  ready  for  the  royal  affent,  ordered  the  parlia- 
ment to  be  prorogued  *. 

The  king  of  Spain,  by  the  care  and  indefatigable  A.  c.  1718, 
diligence  of  his  prime  minifler  cardinal  Albeioni, 
equipped  a  very  formidable  armament,  which,  in 
the   beginning  of  June,    fet  fail  from  Barcelona 
towards  Italy  ;  but  the  deftination    of  it  was  not 
known.     A  ftrong  fquadron  having  been  fitted  out 
in  England,  the  marquis  de  Monteleone'ambafla- 
dor  from  Spain,  prefented  a  memorial  to  the  Britifh 
miniftry,  importing,  that  fo  powerful  an  armament 
in  time  of  peace  could  not  but  give  umbrage  to  the 
king  his    mafter,  and   alter  the  good   intelligence 
that  fubiifted  between  the  two  crowns.     In  anfwer 
to  this  reprefentation,  the  minifters  declared,  that 
the  king  intended  to  fend  admiral  Byng  with  a  »;,:tl,eof 
powerful  fquadron    into    the    Mediterranean,     to  :^£™e" 
maintain  the  neutrality  in  Italy.     Mean  while,  the  p 
negotiations  between  the  Engliih  and  French  mini- 
ilers   produced  the  quadruple   alliance,  by  which 
king  George  and  the  regent  prefcribed  a  peace  be- 
tween  the  emperor,  the  king  of  Spain,  and  the 

*   Earl  Cowpcr  !ord  chancellor  re-  fioncr  of  the  treafury.    The  Icrci  St^n- 

fi/ned  the  ereat  feal,  which  at  firft  was  hope  and  Mr.Craggt  were  app< 

put  in   commi/fion  ;     but    afterwards  crctarics  ct  ftatc.     Lord  Stsn' 

given  to  lordParkerashighchancelJor.  lord  Cadogan  were  -.-n?-w:-:ds  oeutsi 
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4,c.  1718.  k;ng  of  Sicily,  and  undertook  to  compel  Philip 
and  the  Savoyard  to  fubmit  to  fuch  conditions  ar, 
they  had  concerted  with  the  emperor.  Thefe 
powers  were  allowed  only  three  months  to  confidcr 
the  articles,  and  dcclire  whether  they  would  reject 
them,  or  acquiefce  in  the  partition.  Nothing  could 
be  more  contradictory  to  the  true  interefl  of  Great- 
Britain  than  this  treaty,  which  deftroyed  the  balance 
in  Italy,  by  throwing  fuch  an  accefUcn  of  power 
into  the  hands  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  •,  interrupted 
the  commerce  with  Spain-,  involved  the  kingdom 
jn  an  immediate  war  with  that  monarchy  j  and 
gave -rife  to  all  the  quarrels  and  difputc.s  which  hav7e 
arifen  between  England  and  Spain  in  the  fequd. 
*The  ftates  general  did  not  approve  of  fuch  violent 
meafures,  and  for  fome  time  kept  aloof-,  but  at 
length  they  acceded  to  the  quadruple  alliance, 
which  indeed  was  no  other  than  a  very  expenfive 
compliment  to  the  emperor,  v/ho  was  denrous  of 
adding  Sicily  to  his  other  Italian  dominions. 

The  king  of  England  had  nfed  fome  endeavours 
to  compromife  the  difference  between  his  Imperial 
majefty  and  the  Spanifh  branch  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon.  Lord  Stanhope  had  been  fent  to  Ma- 
drid with  a  plan  of  pacification,  which  being  re- 
jected by  Philip,  as  partial  and  iniquitous,  the 
king  determined  to  fupport  his  mediation  by  force 
AJmtvii  of  arms.  Sir  George  Byng  failed  from  Spithead 
Jth-iSr  on  ^e  fourtn  day  °f  June>  witn  twenty  mips  of 
ft-ianc^,.'  the  line,  two  fire-fhips,  two  bomb-veffels,  and 
ample  mftru6\:ions  how  to  act  on  all  emergencies, 
He  arrived  ofF  cape  St.  Vincent  on  the  thirtieth 
day  of- the  month,  when  he  difpatched  his  fecretary 
to  Cadiz  with  a  letter  to  colonel  Stanhope  the 
Britifli  miniiler  at  Madrid,  defiring  him  to  inform 
his  moft  catholic  majefty  of  the  admiral's  arrival  in 
tjiofe  parts,  and  lay  before  him  this  article  of  his 
jnftrudions :  "  You  are  to  make  inftances  with 

«  both 
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*<  both  parties  to  ceafe  from  ufmg  any  further  a&s  *• c-  'v1*- 
"  ofhoitility:  but  in  cafe  the  Spaniards  do  ft;  11 
"  in ii ft,  with  their  fhips  of  war  and  forces,  to  at- 
•*«  tack  th-  kingdom  of  Naples,  or  other  the  ter- 
cc  ritories  of  the  emperor  in  Italy,  or  to  land  in 
"  any  part  of  Italy,  which  can  only  be  with  ade- 
•"  fjgn  to  invade  the  emperor's  dominions,  againfl 
"  whom  only  they  have  declared  war  by  invading 
"  Sardinia;  or  if  they  mould  -endeavour  to  make 
"  themfelves  mailers  of  the  kingdom  of  Sicily, 
"  which  muft  be  with  a  defign  to  invade  the  king- 
"  dom  of  Naples ;  in  which  cafe  you  are,  with  all 
"  your  power,  to  hinder  and  obftruft  the  fame. 
"  If  it  mould  fo  happen,  that  at  your  arrival, 
"  with  our  fleet  under  your  command,  in  the 
*'  Mediterranean,  the  Spaniards  mould  already 
."  have  landed  any  troops  in  Italy,  in  order  to  in- 
"  vade  the  emperor's  territories,  you  fhall  endea- 
"  vour  amicably  ro  diflliade  them  irom  perfevering 
"  in  fuch  an  attempt,  and  offer  them  your  affil'- 
<c  tance  to  help  them  to  withdraw  their  troops, 
"  and  put  an  end  to  all  further  acls  of  hoiiility. 
<c  But,  in  cafe  thefe  your  friendly  endeavours  mould 
"  prove  ineffeftual,  you  (hall,  by  keeping  com- 
"  pany  with,  "or  intercutting  their  fnips  or  convoy, 
"  or,  if  it  "be  necefiary,  by  openly  oppofing  them, 
"  defend  the  emperor's  terrirfjries  from  any  further 
."  attempt."  When  cardinal  Alberoni  perufed  thefe 
inftruftions,  he  told  colonel  Stanhope  with  fome 
warmth,  that  his  mailer  would  run  all  hazards, 
and  even  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  driven  out  of  Spain, 
rather  than  recal  his  troops,  or  conlent  to  a  fulpen- 
fion  of  arms.  He  {"aid  the  Spaniards  were  not  to 
be  frightened ;  and  he  was  io  well  convinced  that 
the  fleet  would  do  their  duty,  that  in  cafe  of  their 
being  attacked  by  admiral  Byng,  he  mould  be  in 
no  pain  for  the  fuccefs.  Mr.  Stanhope  preferring 

him 
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A.  0.1718.  him  .with  a  lift  of  the  Britifh  fquadron,  he  threw 
it  upon  the  ground  with  great  emotion.  He  pro- 
mifed,  however,  to  lay  the  admiral's  letters  be- 
fore the  king,  and  to  let  the  envt>y  know  his  ma- 
jtfty's  refolution.  Such  an  interpofition  could  not 
but  be  very  provoking  to  the  Spanifli  minifter, 
who  had  laid  his  account  with  the  conqueft  of 
Sicily,  and  for  that  purpofe  prepared  an  armament 
which  was  altogether  iurprifing,  confidering  the 
late  fhattered  condition  of  the  Spanidi  affairs.  He 
leems  to  have  put  too  much  confidence  in  the 
ftrength  of  the  Spanifli  fleet.  In  a  few  days  he  fent 
back  the  admiral's  letter  to  Mr.  Stanhope,  with  a 
note  under  it,  importing,  that  the  chevalier  Byng 
might  execute  the  orders  he  had  received  from  the 
king  his  matter. 

The  admiral,  in  palling  by  Gibraltar,  was  joined 
by  vice  admiral  Cornwal  with  two  mips.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  Minorca,  where  he  relieved  the  garrifon 
of  Portmahon.  Then  he  failed  for  Naples,  where 
he  arrived  on  the  firft  day  of  Auguft,  and  was  re- 
ceived as  a  deliverer :  for  the  Neapolitans  had 
been  under  the  utmoft  terror  of  an  invafion  from 
the  Spaniards.  Sir  George  Byng  received  intel- 
ligence from  the  viceroy  count  Daun,  who  treated 
him  with  the  mod  diftinguifliing  marks  of  refpedt, 
that  the  Spanifli  army  amounting  to  thirty  thou- 
fand  men,  commanded  by  the  marquis  de  Lede, 
had  landed  in  Sicily,  reduced  Palermo  and  Medina, 
and  were  then  employed  in  the  fiege  of  the  citadel 
belonging  to  this  laft  city  :  that  the  Piedmontefe 
garrifon  would  be  obliged  to  furrender,  if  not 
fpeedily  relieved :  that  an  alliance  was  upon  the 
carpet  between  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Sicily, 
which  laft  had  defired  the  affiftance  of  the  Impe- 
rial troops,  and  agreed  to  receive  them  into  the 
citacjej  of  Meflina,  The  admiral  immediately  re- 
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folved  to  fail  thither,  and  took  under  his  convoy  a  A- c-  »7«*. 
reinforcement  of  two  thoufand  Germans  for  the  ci- 
tadel, under  the  command  of  general  Wetzel.  He 
forthwith  failed  from  Naples,  and  on  the  ninth  day 
of  Auguft  was  in  fight  of  the  Faro  of  Meflina. 
He  dispatched  his  own  captain  with  a  polite  meflage 
to  the  marquis  de  Lede,  propofing  a  cefiation  of 
arms  in  Sicily  for  two  months,  that  the  powers  of 
Europe  might  have  time  to  concert  meafures  for 
reftoring  a  lading  peace ;  and  declaring,  that 
fliould  this  propofal  be  rejected,  he  would,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  his  instructions,  ufe  all  his  force  to  pre- 
vent further  attempts  todifturb  the  dominions  his 
matter  had  engaged  to  defend.  The  Spanith  ge- 
neral anfwered,  that  he  had  no  powers  to  treat, 
confequently  could  not  agree  to  an  armiftice,  but 
fliould  obey  his  orders,  which  directed  him  to  re- 
duce Sicily  for  his  mafter  the  king  of  Spain.  The 
Spanifli  fleet  had  failed  from  the  harbour  of  Meflina 
on  the  day  before  the  Englifh  fquadron  appeared. 
Admiral  Byng  fuppofed  they  had  retired  to  Malta, 
and  directed  his  courfe  towards  Medina,  in  order 
to  encourage  and  fupport  the  garrilbn  in  the  cita- 
del. But,  in  doubling  the  point  of  Faro,  he  de- 
fcried  two  Spanifli  fcouts,  and  learned  from  the 
people  of  a  felucca  from  the  Calabrian  fliore,  that 
they  had  feen  from  the  hills  the  Spanifli  fleet  lying 
to  in  order  of  battle.  The  admiral  immediately 
detached  the  German  troops  to  Reggio,  under 
convoy  of  two  fliips  of  war.  Then  he  ftood  through 
the  Faro  after  the  Spanifli  fcouts  that  led  him  to 
their  main  fleet,  which  before  noon  he  defcried  in 
line  of  battle,  amounting  to  feven  and  twenty  fail 
large  and  fmall,  befides  two  fire  (hips,  four  bomb- 
veflels,  and  feven  gallies.  They  were  commanded 
in  chief  by  don  Antonio  de  Caftanita,  under  whom 
v*ere  the  four  rear  admirals  Chacon,  Mari,  Gue- 
vara, and  Cammock.  At  fight  of  the  Englifh 
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A.  a  1718.  fquadron  they  ftood  av/ay  large,  and  Byng  gave 
chace  all  the  reft  of  the  day.  In  the  morning, 
which  was  the  eleventh  of  Auguft,  the  rear-admiral 
de  Mari,  with  fix  lliips  of  war,  the  gallies,  fire- 
fhips,  and  bomb- ketches,  feparatcd  from  the  main 
fleet,  and  ftood  in  for  the  Sicilian  fhore.  The 
Englifh  admiral  detached  captain  Walton  with  five 
Jhips  in  puriuit  of  them  •,  and  they  were  foon  en- 
gaged. He  himfelf  continued  to  chace  their  main 
fleet;  and  about  ten  o'clock  the  battle  began. 
JhesS  The  Spaniards  feemed  to  be  diitraded  in  their 
Ucet  off  cape  counfels,  and  a<5ted  in  confufion.  They  made  a 
running  fight,  and  the  admirals  behaved  with  cou- 
rage and  activity,  in  fpite  of  which  they  were  all 
taken  but  Cammock,  who  made  his  efcape  with 
three  mips  of  war  and  three  frigates.  In  this  en- 
gagement, which  happened  off  cape  Paflaro,  cap- 
tain Haddock  of  the  Grafton  fignalized  his  cou- 
rage in  an  extraordinary  manner.  On  the 
eighteenth  the  admiral  received  a  letter  from 
captain  Walton,  dated  of?  Syracufe,  intimating 
that  he  had  taken  four  Spanim  mips  of  war,  to- 
gether with  a  bomb-ketch,  and  a  vefiel  laden  with 
arms ;  and  that  he  had  burned  four  mips  of  the 
line,  a  fire-fhip,  and  a  bomb-vefiel  *.  -  Had  the 
Spaniards  followed  the  advice  of  rear-admiral  Cam- 
mock,  who  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  Sir  George 
Byng  would  not  have  obtained  fuch  an  eafy  viq- 
•tory.  That  officer  propofed  that  they  mould  remain 
at  anchor  in  the  road  of  Paradife,  with  their  broad- 
lides  to  the  fea ;  in  which  cafe  the  Englifh  admiral 
would  have  found  it  a  very  difficult  tafk  to  attack 
them  :  for  the  coaft  is  fo  bold,  that  the  largeft 
ihips  could  ride  with  a  cable  afliore ;  whereas  lar- 

•  TbU  letter  iijuftly  deemed  a cu-  "  wf re  upon  the  coaft,  (he  number 

jrious  fpecimen  of  the  laconic  ftyle.  "  as  per  margin.  I  ain,  &c. 
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ther  out  the  currents  are  fo  various  and  rapid,  that  A-c-  J7»8? 
the  Englifh  fquadrpi}  could  not  have  come  to 
anchor,  or  lie  near  them  in  order  of  battle  :  be- 
fides,  the  Spaniards  might  have  been  reinforced 
from  the  army  on  fnore,  which  would  have  raifed 
batteries  to  annoy  the  affailants.  Before  king 
George  had  received  an  account  of  this  engage- 
ment from  the  admiral,  he  wrote  him  a  letter  with 
his  own  hand,  approving  his  conduct.  When  Sir 
George's  eldeft  Jon  arrived  in  England.,  with  acir- 
cumftantial  account  of  the  action,  he  was  graci- 
oufly  received,  and  fent  back  with  plenipotentiary 
powers  to  his  father,  that  he  might  negotiate 
with  the  fcveral  princes  and  ftates  of  Italy,  as  he 
ihould  fee  occafion.  The  ion  like  wile  carried  the 
king's  royal  grant  to  the  officers  and  feamen,  of  all 
the  prizes  they  had  taken  from  the  Spaniards.  Not- 
withftanciing  this  victory,  the  Spanifh  army  carried 
on  the  fiege  of  the  citadel  of  Medina  with  fuch 
vigour,  that  the  governor  furrendered  the  place  by 
capitulation  on  the  twenty  ninth  day  of  September, 
A  treaty  was  now  concluded  at  Vienna  between  the 
emperor  and  tl]e  cjuke  of  Savoy.  They  agreed  to 
form  an  army  for  the  conqueft  of  Sardinia  in  be- 
half of  the  duke  j  and  in  the  meantime  this  prince 
engaged  to  evacuate  Sicily :  but  until  his  troops 
could  be  conveyed  from  that  ifland,  he  confented 
that  they  mould  co-operate  with  the  Germans 
againft  the  common  enemy.  Admiral  Byng  con- 
tinued to  afiift  the  Imperialifts  in  Sicily,  during 
the  bed  part  of  the  winter,  by  fcouring  the  feas 
of  the  Spaniards,  and  keeping  the  communication 
open  between  the  German  forces  and  the  Calabrian 
more,  from  whence  they  were  fupplied  with  pro- 
vifions.  He  acted  in  this  fervice  with  equal  con- 
duct, refolution,  and  activity.  He  conferred  with 
the  viceroy  of  Naples,  and  the  other  Imperial  ge- 
nerals, about  the  operations  of  the  enfuing  cam- 
paign, 
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A.  r.  1718.  pajgn,  and  count  Hamilton  was  difpatched  to 
Vienna,  to  lay  before  the  emperor  the  refultof  rheir 
deliberations  :  then  the  admiral  let  fail  for  Mahon, 
where  his  mips  might  be  refitted,  and  put  in  a 
condition  to  take  the  fea  in  the  fpring. 

The  deilrudtion  of  the  Spanifh  fleet  was  a  fub- 
iect  that  employed  the  deliberations  and  conjecture 
of"  all  the  politicians  in  Europe.  Spain  exclaimed 
againft  the  conduct  of  England,  as  inconfiftent  with 
the  rules  of  good  faith,  for  the  obfervation  of 
which  me  had  always  been  fo  famous.  The  mar- 
fli'^of  c»u*s  ^e  Monteleone  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  fecretary 
«bTsCp"ni<h  Craggs,  in  which  he  expoftulated  with  him  upon 
fo^  an  unprecedented  outrage.  Cardinal  Albe- 
roni,  in  a  letter  to  that  minifter,  inveighed  againil 
it  as  a  bale  unworthy  action.  He  faid  the  neutra- 
lity of  Italy  was  a  weak  pretence,  fmce  every  body 
knew  that  neutrality  had  long  been  at  an  end  ; 
and  that  the  princes  guarantees  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht  were  intirely  difcharged  from  their  engage- 
ments, not  only  by  the  fcandalous  infringements 
committed  by  the  Auflrians  in  the  evacuation 
of  Catalonia  and  Majorca-,  but  alfo  becaufe  the 
guaranty  was  no  longer  binding  than  till  a  peace 
was  concluded  with  France.  He  taxed  the  Britifh 
miniftry  with  having  revived  and  fupported  this 
neutrality,  not  by  an  amicable  mediation,  but  by 
dpen  violence,  and  artfully  abufing  the  confidence 
and  fecurity  of  the  Spaniards.  This  was  the  lan- 
guage of  difappointed  ambition.  Neverthelefs,  it 
muft  be  owned,  that  the  conduct  of  England  on 
this  occafion  was  irregular,  partial,  and  preci- 
pitate. 

The  parliament  meeting  on  the  eleventh  day  of 
November,  the  king,  in  his  fpeech,  declared  that 
the  court  of  Spain  had  rejected  all  his  amicable  pro- 
pofals,  and  broke  through  their  mod  folemn  en- 
gagements for  the  fecurity  of  the  Britifii  commerce. 

To 
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To  vindicate  therefore  the  faith  of  his  former  trea-  A.c.i7i*. 
ties,  as  well  as  to  maintain  thole  he  had  lately 
made,  and  to  pretext  and  defend  the  trade  of  his 
fubjecls,  which  had  in  every  branch  been  violently 
and  unjuftly  oppreffcd,  it  became  neceffary  for  his 
naval  forces  to  check  their  progrefs  :  that  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fuccds  of  his  arms,  that  court  had  late- 
ly given  orders  at  all  the  ports  of  Spain  and  of  the 
Weil-Indies,  to  fit  out  privateers  againft  the  Eng- 
lim.  He  faid  he  was  perfuaded  that  a  Britifh  par- 
liament would  enable  him  to  relent  Ibch  treat- 
ment :  and  he  afiured  them  that  his  good  brother 
the  regent  of  France  was  ready  to  concur  with  him 
in  the  molt  vigorous  meafures.  A  ftrong  oppoli- 
tion  was  made  in  both  houfes  to  the  motion  for  an 
addrefs  of  thanks  and  congratulation  propofeJ  by 
lord  Carteret.  Several  peers  obfervcd,  that  fuch. 
an  addrefs  was,  in  effect,  to  approve  a  fea-fighc 
which  might  be  attended  with  dangerous  confe- 
quences,  and  to  give  the  fanction  of  that  auguft 
afifembly  to  meafures,  which,  upon  examination, 
might  appear  either  to  clam  with  the  law  of  nations, 
nr  former  treaties,  or  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  trade 
of  Great-Britain  :  that  they  ought  to  procred  with 
the  utmoft  caution  and  maturcit  deliberation,  in  an 
affair  wherein  the  honour,  as  well  as  the  interefl 
of  the  nation  were  ib  highly  concerned.  Lord  Di''F"*<  m  . 
Strafford  moved  for  an  addrefs,  that  Sir  George  £^™^T 
Byng's  inftructions  might  be  layed  before  the  "»:-'ai  Byns'» 
houfe.  Earl  Stanhope  replied,  that  there  was  no  tiv's^nfdi 
occafion  for  fuch  an  addrefs,  fince  by  his  majefty's  ft-rt- 
command  he  had  already  layed  before' the  houfe  the" 
treaties,  of  which  the  lare  lea  fight  was  ?.  conie- 
quence  :  particularly  the  treaty  for  a  defVnfive 
alliance  between  the  emperor  and  his  majefty,  con- 
cluded at  Weftminlleron  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
May,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fcvtn  hundred  and 
fixteen ;  and  the  treaty  of  alliance  for  rrPu  jring 
2  and 
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A.c.  1718.  and  fettling  the  public  peace,  figned  at  London  on 
the  twenty  -fecond  day  of  July.  He  affirmed,  that 
the  court  of  Spain  had  violated  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  and  acted  againft  the  public  faith,  in  at- 
tacking the  emperor's  dominions,  while  he  was  en- 
gaged in  a  war  againft  the  enemies  of  Chriftendom  : 
that  they  had  rejected  his  majefty's  friendly  offices 
and  offers  for  mediating  an  accommodation.  He 
explained  the  cauie  of  his  own  journey  to  Spain, 
and  his  negotiations  at  Madrid.  He  added,  it  was 
high  time  to  check  the  growth  of  the  naval  power 
of  Spain,  in  order  to  protect  and  fecure  the  trade 
of  the  Britifh  fubjects,  which  had  been  violently 
opprefled  by  the  Spaniards.  After  a  long  debate, 
the  motion  was  carried  by  a  confiderable  majority. 
The  fame  fubjcct  excited  difputes  of  the  fame  na- 
ture in  the  houfe  of  commons,  where  the  lord  Hin- 
chinbroke  moved,  that,  in  their  addrefs  of  thanks, 
they  mould  declare  their  entire  fatisfaction  in  thofe 
meafures  which  the  king  had  already  taken  for 
ftrengthening  the  proteftant  fucceffion,  andeftablifh- 
ing  a  lading  tranquility  in  Europe.  The  members  in 
the  oppofition  urged,  that  it  was  unparliamentary 
and  unprecedented,  on  the  firft  day  of  the  fefilon, 
to  enter  upon  particulars  :  that  the  bufinefs  in 
queftion  was  of  the  higheft  importance,  and  deferv- 
ed  the  moft  mature  deliberation  :  that,  before  they 
approved  the  meafures  which  had  been  taken,  they 
ought  to  examine  the  reafon  on  which  thofe  mea- 
fures were  founded.  Mr.  Robert  Walpole  affirm- 
ed, that  the  giving  fanctionin  the  manner  propofed, 
to  the  late  meafures,  could  have  no  other  view  than 
that  of  fcreening  minifters  who  were  conlcious  of 
having  begun  a  war  againft  Spain,  and  now  wanted 
to  make  it  the  parliament's  war.  He  obierved,  that 
inftead  of  an  intire  fatisfaction,  they  ought  to  ex- 
prefs  their  intire  difiatisfaction  with  fuch  conduct 
as  was  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  a  breach 

of 
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of  the  molt  fulemn  treaties.  Mr.  fecretary  Craggs,  A.  c.  ,7ig. 
in  a  long  fpeech,  explained  the  nature  of  the  qua- 
druple alliance,  and  juftified  all  the  meafures  whicfe 
had  been  taken.  The  addrefs,  as  moved  by  lord 
Hinchin broke,  was  at  length  carried,  and  preiented 
to  his  majefty.  Then  the  commons  proceeded  to 
confider  the  fupply.  They  voted  thirteen  thou- 
land  five  hundred  failors  -,  and  twelve  thoufand 
four  hundred  thirty -five  men  for  the  land-fervice. 
The  whole  eflimate  amounted  to  two  millions  two 
hundred  and  fifty-feven  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
eighty-one  pounds,  nineteen  millings.  The  mo- 
ney was  railed  by  a  land-tax,  malt-tax,  and  lot- 
tery. 

On  the  .thirteenth  day  of  December,  earl  Stan- 
hope declared,  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  that,  in  order 
to  unite  the  hearts  of  the  well  affected  to  the  pre- 
fent  eftablimment,  he  had  a  bill  to  offer  under  the 
title  of  "  An  aft  for  {lengthening  the  proteftant  £a  f<T 

n_  '        i-    r    i  •        j  s>       T  i     ftrengtheir- 

"  intereft  in  thele  kingdoms.  It  was  accordingly  ing  the  pro- 
read,  and  appeared  to  be  a  bill  repealing  the  ads  ^ant  iftt€" 
againft  occafional  conformity,  the  growth  of  fchifm,  ' 
and  fome  claufes  in  the  Corporation  and  teft-act.s. 
This  had  been  concerted  by  the  miniftry,  in  pri- 
vate meetings  with  the  moft  eminent  diffenters. 
The  Tory  lords  were  aftonifhed  at  this  motion,  for 
which  they  were  altogether  unprepared.  Never- 
thelefs,  they  were  flrenuous  in  their  oppofition. 
They  alledged  that  the  bill,  inftead  of  {lengthen- 
ing, would  certainly  weaken  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, by  plucking  off  her  bed  feathers,  inverting 
her  enemies  with  power,  and  (haring  with  church- 
men the  civil  and  military  employments  of  which 
they  were  then  wholly  pollened.  Earl  Cowper  de- 
clared himfelf  againft  that  part  of  the  bill  by  whichr 
fome  claufes  of  the  teft  and  corporation  acls  were 
repealed  j  becaufe  he  looked  upon  thofe  acts  as  the 
i  main, 
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A.  c.  1718. main  bulwark  of  our  excellent  constitution  in 
church  and  date,  which  ought  to  be  inviolably  pre- 
ferved.  The  earl  of  Hay  oppofed  the  bill,  becauie, 
in  his  opinion,  it  infringed  the  pacta  conventa  of 
the  treaty  of  union,  by  which  the  bounds  both  of 
the  church  of  England  and  of  the  church  of  Scot- 
land were  fixed  and  fettled  ;  and  he  was  apprehen- 
five,  if  the  articles  of  the  union  were  broke  with 
refpect  to  one  church,  it  might  afterwards  be  a  pre- 
cedent to  break  them  with  refpect  to  the  other. 
The  archbifnop  of  Canterbury  faid,  the  acts  which 
by  this  bill  would  be  repealed,  were  the  main  bul- 
wark and  fupporters  of  the  Englifh  church :  he  ex- 
prefled  all  imaginable  tendernefs  for  well-meaning 
confcientious  diffenters  j  but  he  could  not  forbear 
faying,  fome  among  that  feet  made  a  wrong  ufe  of 
the  favour  and  indulgence  (hewn  to  them  at  the 
revolution,  though  they  had  the  leaft  mare  in 
that  happy  event ;  it  was  therefore  thought  necef- 
fary  for  the  legiflature  to  interpofe,  and  put  a  flop 
to  the  fcandalous  practice  of  occafional  conformity. 
He  added,  that  it  would  be  needlels  to  repeal  the 
act  againft  fchifm,  fince  no  advantage  had  been 
taken  of  it,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  difienters.  Dr. 
Hoadley  biihop  of  Bangor  endeavoured  to  prove 
that  the  occafional  and  Ichifm  acts  were  in  effect 
perfecuting  laws;  and  that  by  admitting  the  prin- 
ciple of  felf- defence  and  felf-prefervation,  in  mat- 
ters of  religion,  all  the  periecutions  maintained  by 
the  heathens  againil  the  profeflbrs  of  Chriftianity, 
and  even  the  popifh  inquilition,  might  be  juftifie'd. 
With  refpect  to  the  power  of  which  many  clergy- 
men appeared  ib  fond  and  fo  zealous,  he  owned 
the  defire  of  power  and  riches  was  natural  to  all  men ; 
but  that  he  had  learned  both  from  reafcn  and 
from  the  gofpel,  that  this  defire  mufl  be  kept  with- 
in due  bounds,  and  not  intrench  upon  the  rights 

and 
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and  liberties  of  their  fellow  creatures  and.country-  *•  c  '718. 
men.  After  a  long  debate,  the  houie  agreed  to 
leave  out  fome  claules  concerning  the  teft  and  cor- 
poration-acts :  then  the  bill  was  committed,  and 
afterwards  patted.  In  the  lower  houfe  it  met  with 
violent  oppofition,  in  fpite  of  which  it  was  carried 
by  the  majority. 

The  king,  on  the  feventeenth  day  of  December, 
fent  a  meiTage  to  the  commons,  importing,   that 
all  his  endeavours  to  procure  redreis  for  the  in- 
juries done  to  his  fubjecls  by  the   king  of  Spain, 
having  proved  ineffectual,  he  had  found  it  necei- 
fary  to  declare  war  againft  that  monarch.     When  a 
motion  was    made  for  an   addrefs,  to  aflure   the 
king  they  would  chearfully  fupport  him  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  war,  Mr.  Shippen  and  fome  other 
members  faid,  they  did  not  fee  the  neceffity  of  in- 
volving the  nation  in  a  war  on  account  of  fome 
grievances  of  which  the  merchants  complained,  as 
thefe  might  be  amicably  redrefied.     Mr.  Stanhope 
allured  the  houfe,  that  he  had  prefented  five  and 
twenty  memorials  to  the  miniftry  of  Spain  on  that 
fubjedt,  without  iuccefs.     Mr.  Methuen  accounted 
for  the  dilatory  proceedings  of  the  Spanifh  court  in 
commercial  affairs,  by  explaining  the  great  variety 
of  regulations  in  the  ieveral  provinces  and  ports  of 
that  kingdom.     It  was  iuggefied,  that  the  miniftry 
payed  very  little  regard  to  the  trade  and  intereft 
of  the  nation  -,  inafmuch  as  it  appeared  by  the  an- 
fwer  from  a  fecretary  of  ftate  to  the  letter  of  the 
marquis  de   Monteleone,   that  they   would   have 
overlooked  the  violation  of  the  treaties  of  commerce, 
provided  Spain  had  accepted  the  conditions  ftipu- 
lated  in  the  quadruple  alliance  :  that  his  majeity 
the  king  of  Great-Britain  did  not  leek  to  aggran- 
dize himfelf  by  any  new  acquifition,  but  was  rather 
inclined  to  facrifice  fomething  of  his  own  to  procure 
the  general  quiet  and  tranquility  of  Europe.     A 
NuMB.XC\7I.  R  member 
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A.  c.  1718.  member  obferved,  that  no  body  could  tell  how 
far  that  facriftce  would  have  extended ;  but,  cer- 
tainly it  was  a  very  uncommon  ftretch  of  conde- 
fcenfion.     This  facrifice  was  laid  to  be  the  ceffion 
of  Gibraltar  and  Portmahon,  which  the  regent  of 
France  had  offered  to  the  king  of  Spain,  provided 
he  would  accede  to  the  quadruple  alliance.     Hora- 
tia  Walpole  obferved,  that  the  difpofition  of  Sicily 
in  favour  of  the  emperor  was  an  infraction  of  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht  •,     and   his   brother  exclaimed 
againfl  the  injuftice  of  attacking  the  Spanifli   fleet 
before  a  declaration  of  war.     Notwithstanding  all 
thete  arguments  and  objections,  the  majority  agreed 
to  the  addrefs;  and  fuch  another  was  carried  in 
war  de-     the  upper  houfe  without  a  divifion.     The  declara- 
'.k'inft       ^On  °^  wal  aSamft  Spain  was  publifhed  with  the 
Spain,        ufual  folemnities  j  but  this  war  was  not  a  favourite 
of  the  people,  and  therefore  did  not  produce  thofe 
acclamations  that  were  ufual  on  fuch  occafions. 

Mean  while  cardinal  Alberoni  employed  all  his 
intrigues,  power,  and  induftry,  for  the  gratification 
of  his  revenge.  He  caufed  new  (hips  to  be  built, 
the  fea-ports  to  be  put  in  a  pofture  of  defence, 
luccours  to  be  lent  to  Sicily,  and  the  proper  mea- 
fares  to  be  taken  for  the  fecurity  of  Sardinia.  He, 
by  means  of  the  prince  de  Cellamare,  the  Spanifh 
ambafiador  at  Pat  is,  caballed  with  the  malcontents 
of  that  kingdom,  who  were  numerous  and  power- 
fal-  A  fcnenle  was  actually  formed  for  feizingthe 
regent,  and  fecuring  the  perfon  of  the  king.  The 
duke  of  Orleans  owed  the  firft  intimation  of  this 
plot  to  king  George,  who  gave  him  to  underftand, 
that  a  confpiracy  was  formed  againfl  his  perfon  and 
government.  The  regent  immediately  took  mea- 
fures  for  watching  the  conduct  of  all  fufpected  per- 
fons ;  but  the  whole  intrigue  was  dilcovered  by  ac- 
cident. The  prince  de  Cellamare  intrufted  his 
difpatches  to  the  abbe  Porcocarrero,  and  to  a  fort 
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of  the  marquis  de  Monteleone.  They  fetout  from  A-  c-»7*9 
Paris  in  a  poft-chaife,  and  were  overturned.  The 
poftilion  overheard  Portocarrero  fay,  he  would  not 
have  loft  his  portmanteau  for  an  hundred  thoufand 
piftoles.  The  man,  at  his  return  to  Paris,  gave 
notice  to  the  government  of  what  he  had  obfrrved. 
The  Spaniards  being  purfued,  were  overtaken  and 
feized  at  Poitiers,  with  the  portmanteau,  in  which 
the  regent  found  two  letters  that  mad^  him  ac- 
quainted with  the  particulars  of  the  confpiracy. 
The  prince  de  Cellamare  was  immediately  conduct- 
ed to  the  frontiers  ;  the  duke  of  Maine,  the  mar- 
quis de  Pompadour,  the  cardinal  de  Pongnac,  and 
many  other  peribns  of'diitinctiori,  we-e  committed 
to  different  prifons.  The  regent  declared  war 
againft  Spain  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  oi  Decem- 
ber;  and  an  army  of  fix  and  thirty  thoufand  men 
began  its  march  towards  that  kingdom  in  January, 
under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Berwick. 

Cardinal  Alberoni  had  likewili  formed  a  fcheme  ir.Jrnd^;n. 
in  favour  of  the  pretender.  The  duke  o-  Orniond  v«'"n  by 
repairing  to  Madrid,  held  conferences  with  his  Orm 
eminence ;  and  meafures  were  concerted  for  excit- 
ing another  infurrection^  in  Great-Britain.  I  he 
chevalier  de  St.  George  quitted  Urbino  by  ftealih  ; 
and  embarking  at  Netuno,  landed  at  Cagliari  in 
March.  From  thence  he  took  his  paffage  to 
Rofes  in  Catalonia,  and  proceeded  to  Madrid, 
where  he  was  received  with  great  cordiality,  and 
treated  as  king  of  Great-Britain.  An  armament 
had  been  equipped  of  ten  mips  of  war  and  tranf- 
ports,  having  on  board  fix  thoufand  regular  troops, 
with  arms  for  twelve  thoufand  men.  The  com- 
mand of  this  fleet  was  bellowed  on  the  duke 
of  Orrrond,  with  the  title  of  captain-general 
of  his  moft  catholic  majefty.  He  was  provid- 
ed with  declarations  in  the  name  of  that  king, 
importing,  that  for  many  good  reafons  he  had  fent 
JR.  i  part 
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A.  c.  171?  part  of  his  land  and  fea-forces  into  England  and 
Scotland,  to  aft  as  auxiliaries  to  king  James. 
King  George,  having  received  from  the  regent  of 
France  timely  notice  of  this  intended  invafion,  of- 
fered, by  proclamation,  rewards  to  thofe  that  mould 
apprehend  the  duke  of  Ormond,  or  any  gentleman 
embarked  in  that  expedition.  Troops  were  or- 
dered to  afiemble  in  the  North  and  Weft  of  Eng- 
land :  two  thoufand  men  were  demanded  of  the 
ftates-general :  a  ftrong  fquadron  was  equipped  to 
oppofe  the  Spanifli  armament;  and  the  duke  of 
Orleans  made  a  proffer  to  king  George  of  twenty 
battalions  for  his  fervice. 

His  majefty  having  communicated  Co  both  houfes 
of  parliament  the  repeated  advices  he  had  received 
touching  this  projected  defcent,  they  promifed  to 
fupport  him  againft  all  his  enemies.  They  defired 
he  would  augment  his  forces  by  fea  and  land  •,  and 
allured  him  they  would  make  good  the  extraor- 
dinary expence.  Two  thoufand  men  were  landed 
from  Holland,  and  fix  battalions  of  Imperialifts 
from  the  Auftrian  Netherlands.  The  duke  of  On- 
mond  failed  from  Cadiz,  and  proceeded  as  far  as 
Cape  Finifterre,  where  his  fleet  was  difperfed  and 
difabled  by  a  violent  ftorm,  which  entirely  defeated 
Jred",^11  tne  P^P0^  expedition.  Two  frigates,  however, 
mardsi.md  arrived  in  Scotland,  with  the  earls  Marifchal  and 
ITken'Jn  Seaforth,  the  marquis  of  Tullibardine,  fome  field  - 
Scotland,  officers,  three  hundred  Spaniards,  and  arms  for 
two  thoufand  men.  They  were  joined  by  a  fmall 
body  of  Highlanders,  and  pofiefled  themfelves  of 
Donan-caftle.  Againft  thefe  adventurers  general 
"Wightman  marched  with  a  body  of  regular  troops 
from  Invernefs.  They  had  taken  pufleflion  of  the 
pafsof  Glenlhiel;  but,  at  the  approach  of  the  king's 
forces,  retired  to  the  pafs  at  Strachell,  which  they 
refblved  to  defend.  They  were  attacked  and  driven 
from  one  eminence  to  another  till  night,  when  the 

High. 


G  E  O  R  G  E     I.  245 

Highlanders  difperfed ;  and  next  day  the  Spaniards  A<c«  »7i*. 
furrendered  themfelves  prifoners  of  war.  Marif- 
chal,  Seaforth,  and  Tul li bard ine,  with  fome  of- 
ficers, retired  to  one  of  the  weftern  ifles,  in  order  to 
wait  for  an  opportunity  of  being  conveyed  to  the 
continent. 

On  the  lafl  day  of  February  the  duke  of  Somer- 
fet   reprefented,  in   the  houie  of  lords,  that  the 
number  of  peers  being  very  much  increafed,  efpe- 
cially  fince  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  it  feem- 
ed  abiblutely  neceffary  to  take  effectual  meafures 
for  preventing  the  inconveniencies  that  might  at- 
tend the  creation  of  a  great  number  of  peers,  to 
ferve  a  prefent  purpofe  •,  an  expedient  which  had 
been  actually  taken  in  the  late  reign.     He  there- Accent  of 
fore  moved,  that   a  bill  fliould   be  brought  in  to 
fettle  and  limit  the  peerage,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
the   number  of  Englifh  peers  fliould  not  be  en- 
larged   beyond   fix   above   the   prcfent    number, 
which  upon  failure  of  male  iffue,  might  be  fupplied 
by  new  creations :  that  inftead  of  the  fixteen  elec- 
tive peers  from  Scotland,  twenty- five   fhould  be 
made  hereditary  on  the    part  of  that  kingdom  ; 
and,  that  this  number,  upon  failure  of  heirs  male, 
fhould  be  fupplied  from  the  ether  members  of  the 
Scottilh  peerage.     This  bill  was  intended  as  a  re- 
ftraint  upon  the  prince  ofWaks,  who  happened 
to  be  at  variance  with  the  prefent  miniftry.     The 
motion  was  fupported  by  the  duke  of  Argyle,  now 
lord-fteward  of  the  houiliold,  the  earls  of  Sunder- 
land  and  Carlifle.     It  was  oppofed  by  the  earl  of 
Oxford,   who   faid,  that  although  he  expected  no- 
thing from  the  crown,  he  would  never  give  his  vote 
for  lopping  off  fo  valuable  a  branch  of  the  prero- 
gative, which  enabled  the  king  to  reward  merit  and 
virtuous  actions.     The  debate  was   adjourned   to 
the  iccond  day   of  March,    when  earl   Stanhope 
R  3  dc- 
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A.  c.  171*.  delivered  a  mefifage  from  the  king,  intimating,  that 
as  they  had  under  confederation  the  ftate  of  the 
Britifh  peerage,  he  had  fo  much  at  heart  the  fettling 
it  upon  fuch  a  foundation  as  might  fecure  the  free- 
dom and  conftitution  of  parliaments  in  all  future 
ages,  that  he  was  willing  his  prerogative  fliould 
not  (land  in  the  way  of  fo  great  and  neceflary  a 
work.  Another  .violent  debate  enfued  between  the 
two  factions.  The  queftion  here,  as  in  almoft 
every  other  difpute,  was  not,  Whether  the  mea- 
fure  prcpofed  was  advantageous  to  the  nation  ? 
but,  Whether  the  Tory  or  the  Whig  interefl 
fhould  predominate  in  parliament  ?  Earl  Cowper 
affirmed,  that  the  part  of  the  bill  relating  to  the 
Scottifh  peerage  was  a  manifeft  violation  of  the 
treaty  of  union,  as  well  as  a  flagrant  piece  of  in- 
juftice,  as  it  would  deprive  perfons  of  their  right, 
without  being  heard,  and  without  any  pretence  or 
forfeiture  on  their  part.  He  oblerved,  that  the 
Scottiih  peers  excluded  from  the  number  of  the 
twenty  five,  would  be  in  a  worfe  condition  than 
any  other  iubjects  in  the  kingdom  ;  for  they  would 
be  neither  electing  nor  elected,  neither  reprefent- 
ing  nor  reprefented.  Thefe  objections  were  over- 
ruled :  leveral  refolutions  were  taken  agreeable  to 
the  morion  •,  and  the  judges  were  ordered  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  bill.  This  meafure  alarmed 
the  generality  of  the  Scottifh  peers,  as  well  as  many 
Knglifh commoners,  who  faw  in  the  bill  the  avenues 
of  dignity  and  title  (hut  up  againft  them-,  and  they 
did  not  fail  to  exclaim  againft  it,  as  an  incroach- 
Ann»ls.  ment  upon  the  fundamental  maxims  of  the  confti- 
•rSah  tution.  Treaties  were  writ  and  publiflied  on  both 
Hift  pug.  fides  of  the  queftion  •,  and  a  national  clamour  be- 
Kri'. ir"  8an  to  ar'fe,  when  earl  Stanhope  obierved,  in  the 
Lives  of  the  houfe,  that  as  the  bill  had  railed  Ilrange  upprehen- 
fions,  he  thought  it  advifcable  to  poftpone  the 
% .  further 
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further  confideration  of  it  till  a  more  proper  oppor-  A«c'  '718- 
tunity.  It  was  according  dropped,  and  the  par- 
liament prorogued  to  the  eighteenth  day  of"  April, 
on  which  occafion  his  majefty  told  both  houfes, 
that  the  Spanifh  king  had  acknowledged  the  pre- 
tender. 

The  king  having  appointed  lords-juftices  to  ruleA<c<  I7^' 
the  kingdom  in  his  abfence,  embarked  in  May  for 
Holland,  from  whence  he  proceeded  to  Hanover, 
where  he  concluded  a  peace  with  Ulrica  the  new 
queen  of  Sweden.  By  this  treaty  Sweden  yielded 
for  ever  to  the  royal  and  electoral  houfe  of  Brunf- 
wick,  the  dutchies  of  Bremen  and  Verden,  with 
all  their  dependencies  :  king  George  obliged  him- 
felf  to  pay  a  million  of  rixdollars  to  the  queen  of 
Sweden  ;  and  to  renew,  as  king  of  Great-Britain 
and  elector  of  Hanover,  the  alliances  formerly  fub- 
fifting  between  his  predeceflbrs  and  that  kingdom. 
He  likewile  mediated  a  peace  between  Sv/eden  and 
his  former  allies  the  Danes,  the  Prufiians,  and  the 
Poles.  The  czar,  however,  refufed  to  give  up  his 
fchemes  of  conqueft.  He  fent  his  fleet  to  the 
Scheuron  or  Batfes  of  Sweden,  where  his  troops 
fending  to  the  number  of  fifteen  thoufand,  com- 
mitted dreadful  outrages  -,  but,  Sir  John  Norris, 
who  commanded  an  Englim  fquadron  in  thole  feas, 
having  orders  to  fupport  the  negotiations,  and  op- 
pofe  any  hoftilities  that  might  be  committed,  the 
czar,  dreading  the  fate  of  the  Spanifh  navy, 
thought  proper  to  recal  his  fleet.  In  the  Mediter- 
ranean admiral  Byng  acted  with  unwearied  vigour 
in  aflifting  the  Imperialifts  to  finim  the  conqueft  of 
Sicily.  The  court  of  Vienna  had  agreed  to  lend  a 
ilrong  body  of  forces  to  finim  the  reduction  of  that 
ifland ;  and  the  command  in  this  expedition  was  ' 
beftowed  upon  the  count  de  Merci,  with  whom 
Sir  George  Byng  conferred  at  Naples.  This  ad- 
miral fupplied  them  with  ammunition  and  artillery 
R  .  from 
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•A,  c. « 7' 9-  from  the  Spanifh  prizes.     He  took  the  whole  rein- 

ccunt       forcement  under  his  convoy,  and  faw  them  fafely 

Merci  af-    landed  in  the  bay  of  Patti,  to  the  number  of  three 

command     thoufand  five  hundred  horfe,  and  ten  thoufand  in- 

°wr^i!™    fentry.     Count  Merci  thinking  himfelf  more  than 

!nr$ic.Jvmy  a  match  for  the  Spaniih  forces  commanded  by  the 

marquis  de  Lcde,  attacked  him  in  a  ftrong  camp 

at  Franca-villa  -,  and  was  repulfed  with  the  lofs  of 

five   thoufand   men,     himfelf   being    dangeroufly 

wounded  in  the  adion.     Here  his  army  muft  have 

periftied  for  want  of  provifion,  had  not  they  been 

iupplied  by  the  Englifh  navy. 

222^  Admiral  Byng  nofooner  learned  the  bad  fuccefs 
Bjng.  of  the  attack  at  Franca-villa,  than  he  embarked 
two  battalions  from  the  garrifon  of  Melazzo,  and 
about  a  thoufand  recruits,  whom  he  fent  under  a 
convoy  through  the  Faro  to  Schefo-bay,  in  order 
to  reinforce  the  Imperial  army.  He  afterwards 
affifted  at  a  council  of  war  with  the  German  gene- 
rals, who,  in  confequence  of  his  advice,  undertook 
the  fiege  of  Meffina.  Then  he  repaired  to  Naples, 
where  he  propofed  to  count  Gallas,  the  new  vice- 
roy, that  the  troops  deftined  for  the  conqueftof 
Sardinia  fhould  be  firft  landed  in  Sicily,  and  co- 
operate towards  the  conqueft  of  that  ifland.  The 
propofal  was  immediately  difpatched  to  the  court 
of  Vienna.  In  the  mean  time  the  admiral  returned 
to  Sicily,  and  affifted  in  the  fiege  of  Meffina.  The 
town  furrendered,  the  garrifon  retired  into  the  cita- 
del, and  the  remains  of  the  Spanifli  navy  which 
had  efcaped  at  Paflaro,  were  now  deflroyed  in  the 
Mole.  The  emperor  approved  of  the  fcheme  pro- 
pofed  by  the  Englifh  admiral,  to  whom  he  wrote  a 
very  gracious  letter,  intimating,  that  he  had  dif- 
patched orders  to  the  governor  of  Milan,  to  de- 
tach the  troops  defigned  for  Sardinia  to  Vado,  in 
order  to  be  tranfported  into  Italy.  The  admiral 
charged  himfelf  with  the  performance  of  this  fer-r 
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vice.     Having  furnifhed  the  Imperial  army  before  A-c-  '719. 
Medina  with  another  fupply  of  cannon,   powder, 
and  mot,  upon  his  own  credit,  he  let  fail  for  Va- 
do,  where  he   furmounted  numberlcfs  difficulties 
flarted  by  the  jealoufy  of  count  Bonneval,  who  was 
unwilling  to  fee  his  troops   deftined  for  Sardinia 
now  diverted  to  another  expedition,  in  which  he 
could  not  enjoy  the  chief  command.   •  At  length, 
admiral  Byng  faw  the  forces  embarked,  and  con- 
voyed them  to  Medina,   the  citadel  of  which  fur- 
rendered  in  a  few  days  after  their  arrival.     By  this 
time  the  marquis  de  Lede  had  fortiiied  a  ftrong  poll 
at  Caftro-Giovanne,  in  the  centre  of  the  illand ; 
and  cantoned  his  troops  about  Aderno,  Palermo, 
and  Catanea.     The  Imperialifts  could  not  pretend 
to  attack  him  in  this  fituation,  nor  could  they  re- 
main in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mefiina,  on  account 
of  the  fcarcity  of  provifions.     They  would  there- 
fore have  been  obliged  to  quit  the  ifland  during  the 
winter,  had  not  the  admiral  undertaken  to  tranfport 
them  by  lea  to  Trapani,  where  they  could  extend 
themfelves  in  a  plentiful  country.     He  not  only 
executed  this  enterprize,  but  even  fupplied  them 
with  corn  from  Tunis,  as  the  harvefts  or  Sicily  had 
been  gathered  inro  the  Spanifh  magazines.     It  was 
the  fecond  day  of  March  before  the  lad  embarka- 
tion of  the  Imperial  troops  were  landed  at  Trapani. 
The  marquis  de  Lede  immediately  retired  with 
his  army  to  Alcamo,  from  whence  he  fent  his  mare- 
chal  de  camp  to  count  Merci  and  the  Englifh  ad- 
miral,  with  overtures  for  evacuating  Sicily.     The 
propofals  were  not  diiagreeable  to  the  Germans ; 
but,  Sir  George  Byng  declared,  that  the  Spaniards 
mould  not  quit  the  ifland  while  the  war  continued, 
as  he  forcfaw  that  thele  troops  would  be  employed 
againft  France  or  England.     He  agreed,  however, 
with  count  Merci,  in  propofing,  that  if  the  mar- 
quis would  iurrender  Palermo,  and  retire  into  the 

middle 
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A.  c.  1719.  middle  part  of  the  ifland,  they  would  confent  to 
an  armiftice  for  fix  weeks,  until  the  fentiments  of 
their  different  courts  fhould  be  known.  The  mar- 
quis offered  to  furrender  Palermo,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  for  three  months ;  but, 
while  this  negotiation  was  depending,  he  received 
advices  from  Madrid,  that  a  general  peace  was 
concluded.  Neverthelefs,  he  broke  off  the  treaty, 
in  obedience  to  a  fecret  order  for  that  purpofe. 
The  king  of  Spain  hoped  to  obtain  the  reftitution 
of  St.  Sebaftian's,  Fontarabia,  and  other  places 
taken  in  the  courle  of  the  war,  in  exchange  for 
the  evacuation  of  Sicily.  Hoftilities  were  continu- 
ed until  the  admiral  received  advice  from  the  eanJ 
of  Stair  at  Paris,  that  the  Spanilh  ambaffador  at 
the  Hague  had  figned  the  quadruple  alliance.  By 
the  fame  courier  packets  were  delivered  to  the 
count  de  Merci  and  the  marquis  de  Lede,  which 
laft  gave  the  admiral,  and  Imperial  general  to  un- 
derftand,  that  he  looked  upon  the  peace  as  a  thing 
concluded  ;  and  was  ready  to  treat  for  a  ceffation  of 
hoftilities.  They  infilled  upon  his  delivering  up 
Palermo ;  while  he  urged,  that  as  their  mailers 
.  were  in  treaty  for  fettling  the  terms  of  evacuating 
Sicily  and  Sardinia,  he  did  not  think  himielf  autho- 
rifed  to  agree  to  a  ceffation,  except  on  condition, 
that  each  party  fhould  remain  on  the  ground  they 
occupied,  and  expect  further  orders  from  their 
principals.  After  a  fruitlefs  interview,  between 
the  three  chiefs  at  the  Caffine  de  Rofiignola,  the 
7  Imperial  general  refolved  to  undertake  the  fiege  of 
Palermo :  with  this  view  he  decamped  from  Al- 
camo  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  April,  and  followed 
the  marquis  de  Lede,  who  retreated  before  him, 
and  took  poffefiion  of  the  advantageous  jtofts  that 
commanded  the  paflfes  into  the  plain  of  Palermo  ; 
but  count  Merci  with  indefatigable  diligence 
marched  over  the  mountains,  while  the  admiral 

coailed 
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coafted  along-fhore,  attending  the  motions  of  the  A>  c-  »7*d. 
army.  The  Spanifh  general  perceiving  the  Ger- 
mans advancing  into  the  plain,  retired  under  the 
cannon  of  Palermo  ;  and  fortified  his  camp  with 
ftrong  intrenchments.  On  the  fecond  day  of  May  The  Sp*. 
the  Germans  took  one  of  the  enemy's  redoubts  by  "v" 
furprize,  and  the  marquis  de  Lede  ordered  all 
forces  to  be  drawn  out  to  retake  this  fortification  : 
both  armies  were  on  the  point  of  engaging  when  a 
courier  arrived  in  a  felucca  with  a  packet  for  the 
marquis,  containing  full  powers  to  treat  and  agree 
about  the  evacuation  of  the  ifland,  and  the  tranf- 
portation  of  the  army  to  Spain.  He  forthwith 
drew  off  his  army  -,  and  fent  a  trumpet  to  the  ge- 
neral and  admiral,  with  letters,  informing  them  of 
the  orders  he  had  received.  Commiflioners  were 
appointed  on  each  fide,  the  negotiations  begun, 
and  the  conventions  figned  in  a  very  few  days.  The 
Germans  were  put  in  pofieffion  of  Palermo  j  and 
the  Spanifh  army  marched  to  Termini,  from 
whence  they  were  tranfported  to  Barcelona. 

The  admiral  continued  in  the  Mediterranean 
until  he  had  feen  the  iflands  of  Sicily  and  Sardinia 
evacuated  by  the  Spaniards,  and  the  mutual  cef- 
fions  executed  between  the  emperor  and  the  duke 
of  Savoy,  in  confequence  of  which,  four  batta- 
lions of  Piedmontele  troops  were  tranfported  from 
Palermo  to  Sardinia,  and  took  pofieflion  of  Cag- 
liari  in  the  name  oi  their  mailer.  In  a  word,  ad- 
miral Byng  bore  fuch  a  confiderable  fliare  in  this 
war  of  Sicily,  that  the  fate  of  the  ifland  depended 
wholly  on  his  courage,  vigilance,  and  conduct. 
When  he  waited  on  his  majefty  at  Hanover,  he 
met  with  a  very  gracious  reception.  The  king  told 
him  he  had  found  out  the  iecret  of  obliging  his 
enemies  as  well  as  his  friends  -t  for  the  court  of 
Spain  had  mentioned  him  in  the  moft  honourable 

terms, 
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A.  c.  i;i9.  terms,  with  refped  to  his  candid  and  friendly  de- 
portment, in  providing  tranfports  and  other  necef- 
laries  for  the  embarkation  of  their  troops,  and  in 
protecting  them  from  oppreffion.  He  was  ap- 
pointed treafurer  of  the  navy,  and  rear-admiral  of 
Great- Britain:  in  a  little  time  the  king  ennobled 
him  by  the  title  of  vifcount  Torrington ;  he  was 
declared  a  privy-qounfellor ;  and  afterwards  made 
a  knight  of  the  Bath,  at  the  revival  of  that  order. 
During  theie  occurrences  in  the  Mediterranean, 
the  duke  of  Berwick  advanced  with  the  French 
army  to  the  frontiers  of  Spain,  where  he  took  Fort 
Paflage,  and  deftroyed  fix  mips  of  war  that  were 
on  the  ftocks  :  then  he  reduced  Fontarabia  and  St. 
Sebaftian's,  together  with  Port  Antonio  in  the  bot- 
tom of  the  Bay  of  Bifcay.  In  this  laft  exploit  the 
French  were  affifted  by  a  detachment  of  Englifh 
teamen,  who  burned  two  large  mips  unfinifhed, 
and  a  great  quantity  of  naval  ftores.  The  king  of 
England,  with  a  view  to  indemnify  himfelf  for  the 
expence  of  the  war,  projected  the  conqueft  of  Co- 
runna  in  Bifcay,  and  of  Peru  in  South  America. 
Four  thoufand  men,  commanded  by  lord  Cobham, 
were  embarked  at  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  and  failed  on 
the  twemy-firft  day  of  September,  under  convoy 
of  five  mips  or  war,  conducted  by  admiral 
Mighels.  Inftead  of  making  an  attempt  upon 
Corunna,  they  reduced  Vigo  with  very  little  diffi- 
culty *  and  Pont-a-Vedra  lubmitted  without  refif- 
tance  :  here  they  found  fome  brafs  artillery,  fmall 
arms,  and  military  itores,  with  which  they  returned 
to  England.  In  the  mean  time  captain  Johnfon, 
with  two  Englifh  mips  of  war,  deftroyed  the  fame 
number  of  Spanifli  mips  in  the  port  of  Ribadeo  to 
the  eaftward  of  Cape  Ortegas  •,  fo  that  the  naval 
power  of  Spain  was  totally  ruined.  The  expedi- 
tton  to  the  Weft-Indies  was  prevented  by  the 

peace. 
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peace.     Spain  being  opprefled  on   all  fides,    and  A  c-  »?'9. 
utterly   exhaufted,    Philip   faw  the   neceffityof  a 
Jpecdy  pacification.     He   now  perceived  the  macr- 
nefs  of  Alberoni's    ambitious  projects.     That  mi- 
nifter  was  perfonally  difagreeable  to  the  emperor, 
the  king  of  England,  and  the  regent  of  France, 
who  had  declared  they  would  hearken  to  no  propo- 
fals  while  he  mould  continue  in  office :  the  Spanim 
monarch,  therefore,   diverted  him  of  his  employ- 
ment ;  and  ordered  him  to  quit  the  kingdom  in 
three  weeks.     The  marquis  de  Berretti  Landi,  mi-- 
nifterfrom  the  court  of  Madrid  at  the  Hague,  dc-obJigfdt* 
livered  a  plan  of  pacification  to  the  ftates :  but  itacce<|et'the 
was  rejected  by  the  allies  •,  and  Philip  was  obliged  SifaS6 
at  laft  to  accede  to  the  quadruple  alliance. 

On  the  fourteenth  day  of  November  king  George 
returned   to    England,    and  on   the   twenty- third 
opened  the  feflion  of  parliament  with  a  fpeech,  in 
which  he  told  them,  that  all  Europe,   as  well  as 
Great  Britain,  was  on  the  point  of  being  delivered 
from  the  calamities   of  war,  by  the  influence  of 
Bricifh  arms  and  councils.     He  exhorted  the  com- 
mons to  concert  proper  means  for  leflening  the 
debts  of  the  nation  •,  and  concluded  with  a  pane- 
gyric upon  his  own  government.     It  muft  be  own- 
ed he  had  acted  with  equal  vigour  and  deliberation, 
in  all  the  troubles  he  had  encountered  fince  his  ac- 
eeffion  to  the  throne.  The  addrefles  of  both  houfes 
were  as  warm  as  he  could  defire.     They  in  parti- 
cular extolled  him  for  having  interpofed  in  the  be- 
half of  the  proteftants  of  Hungary,  Pola-nd,  and 
Germany,  who  had  been  opprefTed  by  the  practices 
of  the  popifh  clergy  ;  and  prcfented  to  him  memo- 
rials containing   a  detail  of  their  grievances.     He 
and  all  the  other  protedant  powers  warmly  inter- 
ceded in  their  favour  •,  but  the  grievances  were  not 
redrefled.     The   peerage- bill  was  now  revived  be 
the  duke  of  Buckingham  j  and.  in  fpke  of  all  op*. 
6 
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A.  c.  1-19.  pofition,  pafled  through  the  houfe  of  lords.  It  had 
been  projected  by  earl  Stanhope,  and  eagerly  fup- 
ported  by  the  earl  of  Sunderland  •,  therefore  Mr. 
Robert  Walpole  attacked  it  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons with  extraordinary  vehemence.  Here  too  ic 
was  oppofed  by  a  considerable  number  of  Whig 
members ;  and  after  warm  debates,  rejected  by 

Biiifoife-   a  large  majority.     The  next  object  that  enerofied 

luring  the        .         °  •  r    i  r  i  -11   r       L 

^pendency  the  attention  or  the  parliament,  was  a  bill  lor  bet- 
•1Jrneltahned  ter  fecuring  the  dependency  of  Ireland  upon  the 
crown  of-  crown  of  Great-Britain.  Maurice  Annelley  had 
ct«t-Bri-  appealed  to  the  houfe  of  peers  in  England,  from  a 
decree  of  the  houfe  of  peers  in  Ireland,  which  was 
reverfed.  The  Britim  peers  ordered  the  barons  of 
the  exchequer  in  Ireland,  to  put  Mr.  Annefley  in 
poffcffion  of  the  lands  he  had  loft  by  the  decree  in 
that  kingdom.  The  barons  obeyed  this  order ; 
and  the  Irifh  houfe  of  peers  patted  a  vote  againft 
them,  as  having  acted  in  derogation  to  the  king's 
prerogative  in  his  high  court  of  parliament  in  Ire- 
land, as  alfo  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  that 
kingdom,  and  of  the  parliament  thereof:  they 
likewife  ordered  them  to  be  taken  intocuftody  of  the 
timer  of  the  black-rod  :  they  tranfmitted  a  long  re- 
prefentation  to  the  king,  demonftrating  their  right  to 
the  final  judicature  of  caufes;  and  the  dukeof  Leeds, 
in  the  upper  houfe,  urged  fifteen  reafons  to  fup- 
port  the  claim  of  the  Irifh  peers.  Notwithftand- 
ing  thefe  arguments,  the  houfe  of  lords  in  Eng- 
land refolved,  That  the  barons  of  the  exchequer 
in  Ireland  had  acted  with  courage,  according  to 
law,  in  fupport  of  his  majefty's  prerogative,  and 
with  fidelity  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain.  They 
addrefled  the  king  to  confer  on  them  fome  marks 
of  his  royal  favour,  as  a  recompence  for  the  ill 
ufage  they  had  undergone.  Finally,  they  prepared 
the  bill,  by  which  the  Irifh  houfe  of  lords  was  de- 
prived of  all  right  to  pafs  fentence,  affirm,  or  re- 
5  verfe 
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verfe  any  judgment  or  decree,  given  or  made  in*,  c.  «7^ 
any  court  within  that  kingdom.  In  the  houfe  of 
commons  it  was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Hunger- 
ford,  the  lords  Molefworth  and  Tyrconnel ;  but 
was  carried  by  the  majority,  and  received  the 
royal  afient. 

The  king's  having  recommended  to  the  com- 
mons the  confideration  of  proper  means  for  leflen- 
ing  the  national  debt,  was  a  prelude  to  the  famous 
South- fea  aft,  which  became  productive  of  fo  much 
mifchief  and  infatuation.  The  fcheme  was  pro- 
jected by  Sir  John  Blunt,  who  had  ben  bred  a  fcri- 
vener  ;  and  was  poficfied  of  all  the  cunning,  plau- 
fibility,  and  boldnefs,  requifite  for  fuch  an  under- 
taking. He  communicated  his  plan  to  Mr.  Aiflabie* 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  as  well  as  to  one 
of  the  fecretaries  of  ftate.  He  anfwered  all  their 
objections ;  and  the  project  was  adopted.  They 
forefaw  their  own  private  advantage  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  defign,  which  was  imparted,  in  the 
name  of  the  South-fea  company,  of  which  Blunt 
was  a  director,  who  influenced  all  their  proceed- 
ings. The  pretence  for  the  fcheme,  was  to  dif- 
charge  the  national  debt,  by  reducing  all  the  funds 
into  one.  The  bank  and  South  fea  company  out- 
bid each  other.  The  South-fea  company  altered 
their  original  plan,  and  offered  fuch  high  terms  to 
the  government,  that  the  propofals  of  the  bank 
were  rejected  •,  and  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought 
into  the  houfe  of  commons,  formed  oh  the  plan 
prefented  by  the  South-fea  company.  While  this  Somh-fe* 
affair  was  in  agitation,  the  (lock  of  that  company  a£h 
rofe  from  one  hundred  and  thirty  to  near  four  hun-  ^^ 
dred,  in  confequence  of  the  conduct  of  the  com-  Hift.  Reg 
mons,  who  had  rejected  a  motion  for  a  claufe  in 
the  bill,  to  fix  what  fhare  in  the  capital  ftock 
the  company  mould  be  veiled  in  thole  proprietors 

of 


256  HISTORY   OF  ENGLAND. 

A.C.  i7ad.  Of  the  annuities  who  might  voluntarily  fubicribe  ; 
Or  how  many  years  purchaie  in  money  they  mould 
receive  in  iublcribing,  at  the  choice  of  the  pro- 
prietors. In  the  houie  of  lords  the  bill  was  oppofed 
by  the  lord  North  and  Grey,  the  earl  Cowper,  the 
dukes  of  Wharton,  Buckingham,  and  other  peers. 
They  affirmed,  ir.  was  calculated  for  inriching  a 
few  and  impoverifhing  a  great  number:  that  it 
countenanced  the  fraudulent  and  pernicious  prac- 
tice of  flock  jobbing,  which  diverted  the  genius 
of  the  people  from  trade  and  induftry  :  that  it 
would  give  foreigners  the  opportunity  to  double 
and  treble  the  vail  i'ums  they  had  in  the  public 
funds  •,  and  that  they  would  be  tempted  to  realize 
and  withdraw  their  capital  and  immenfe  gains  to 
other  countries  •,  fo  that  Great-Britain  would  be 
drained  of  its  gold  and  filver  :  that  the  artificial 
and  prodigious  rile  of  the  South-lea  itock  was  a 
dangerous  bait,  which  rqight  decoy  many  unwary 
people  to  their  ruin,  alluring  them  by  a  falfe  pro- 
fpe<5t  of  gain  to  part  with  the  fruits  of  their  in-  • 
duftry,  to  purchalc  imaginary  riches  :  that  the 
addition  of  above  thirty  millions  capital  would  give 
inch  power  to  the  South-lea  company,  as  might 
endanger  the  liberties  of  the  nation  :  for,  by  their 
extenfive  interd!  they  would  be  able  to  influence 
moft,  if  not  all  the  ekdions  of  the  members ;  and 
coniequently  over-rule  the  refolutions  of  the  houfe 
of  commons.  Earl  Cowper  urged,  that  in  all 
public  bargains  the  perfons  in  the  adminiilration 
ought  to  take  caie,  that  they  (hall  be  more  ad- 
vantageous to  the  ftate  than  to  private  perfons ; 
but  that  a  contrary  method  hud  been  followed  in  the 
contract  made  with  the  South-lea  company  ;  for, 
mould  the  flocks  be  kept  at  the  advanced  price  to 
which  they  had  been  railed  by  the  oblique  arts  of 
flock  -jobbing,  either  that  company  or  its  principal 

members 
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members  would  gain  above  thirty  millions,  of*0-'?-0* 
which  no  more  than  one  fourth  part  would  be 
given  towards  the  difcharge  of  the  national  debts. 
He  apprehended,  that  the  re-purchafe  of  annuities 
would  meet  with  infuperable  difficulties  •,  and,  in 
fuch  cafe,  none  but  a  few  perfons  who  were  in  the 
fecret,  who,  had  bought  flocks  at  a  low  rate,  and 
afterwards  fold  them  at  a  high  price,  would  in  the 
end  be  gainers  by  the  project.  The  earl  of  Sun- 
derland  anfwered  the"ir  objections.  He  declared, 
that  thofe  who  countenanced  the  fcheme  of  the 
South-fea  company,  had  nothing  in  view  but  the 
advantage  of  the  nation.  He  owned  that  the 
managers  for  that  company  had  undoubtedly  a* 
profpect  of  private  gain,  either  to  themfelves  or  to 
their  corporation  ;  but,  he  faid.  when  the  fcheme; 
was  accepted,  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  could 
forefee  that  the  flocks  would  have  rifen  to  fuch  a 
height :  that  if  they  had  continued  as  they  were, 
the  public  would  have  had  the  far  greater  mate  of 
the  advantage  accruing  from  the  fcheme ;  and> 
mould  they  be  kept  up  to  the  prefent  high  price^ 
it  was  but  reafonable,  that  the  South-fea  company 
mould  enjoy  the  profits  procured  to  it  by  the  wife 
management  and  induftry  of  the  directors,  which 
would  enable  it  to  make  large  dividends,  and  there- 
by accomplifli  the  purpofe  of  the  fcheme.  The 
bill  pafled  without  amendment  or  divilion  •,  and 
on  the  feventh  day  of  April  received  the  royal  af- 
fent.  By  this  act  the  South-fea  company  was  au- 
thorized to  take  in  by  purchafe  or  fubfcription,  the 
irredeemable  debts  of  the  nation,  flated  at  fixteen 
millions  five  hundred  forty-fix  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred eighty  two  pounds,  feven  millings,  one 
penny  farthing,  at  fuch  times  as  they  mould  find 
convenient  before  the  firfl  day  of  March  of  the  en- 
fuing  year,  and  without  any  compulfion  on, 
any  of  the  proprietors,  at  fuel)  rates  and  prices  as 
N°.  96.  S  ihould 
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A.  c.  1720.  fhollid  be  agreed  upon  between  the  company  and' 
the    respective    proprietors.      They  were  likewife 
authorized  to  take  in  all  the  redeemable  debts, 
amounting   to   the  fame  fum  as  that  of  the  irre- 
deemables,  either  by  purchafc,  by  taking  fubicrip- 
tions,  or   by  paying   off  the  creditors.     For  the 
liberty  of  taking  in  the   national  debts,  and  in- 
creafing  their  capital  flock  accordingly,  the  com- 
pany contented,  that  their  prefent,  and  to  be  in- 
creafed  annuity,  fhould    be,:$ontinued  at  five  per 
cent,  till  Midiummer,   in  the   year  one   thoufand 
feven  hundred   and  twenty-leven ;  from  thence  to 
be  reduced  to  four  per  cent,  and  be  redeemable  by 
parliament.     In  confideration  of  this  and  other  ad- 
vantages expreffed  in  the  act,  the  company  decla,- 
red  themfelves  willing  to  make  fuch  payments  into- 
the  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  as  were  Ipecified  for 
the  ufe  of  the  public,  to  be  applied  to  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  public  debts  incurred  before  Chrift- 
mas,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
lixteen.     The  fums  they  were  obliged  to  pay  for 
the    liberty  of  taking  in  the  redeemable  debts, 
four  years  and  a  half's  purchafe  for  all  the  long  and 
fhort  annuities  that  mould  be  fubfcribed,  and  one 
year's  purchafe  for  fuch  long  annuities  as  fhould 
not  be  fubicribed,  amounted  on  the  execution  of 
the  act  to  about  feven  millions.     For  enabling  the 
company  to  raiie  this  fum,  they  were  impowered 
to  make  calls  for  money  from  their  members ;  to 
open  books  of  fubfcription  -,  to  grant  annuities  re- 
deemable by  the  company  •,  to  borrow  money  up- 
on any  contract  or  bill  under  their  common  leal,, 
or  on  the  credit  of  their  capital  flock ;  to  convert 
the   money  demanded  of  their   members  into  ad- 
ditional flock,  without,  however,  making  any  addi- 
tion to  the  company's  annuities,  payable  out  of 
the  public  duties.      It  was  enacted,  That  out  of 
the  firfl  monies  arifing  from  the  fums  payed  by  the 

company 
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Company  into  the  exchequer,  fuch  public  debts  A-  •  i7»<»* 
carrying  intereft  at  five  per  cent,  incurred  be- 
fore the  twenty-fifth  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixtecn,  founded 
upon  any  former  ad  of  parliament,  as  were  now 
redeemable,  or  might  be  redeemed  before  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty-two,  mould 
be  difcharged  in  the  firft  place  :  then  all  the  re- 
mainder fhould  be  applied  towards  paying  off"  ib 
much  of  the  capital  ftock  of  the  company  as  mould 
then  carry  an  intercil  of  five  per  cent.  It  was  likewife 
provided,  That  after  Midiummer,  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty-fcven,  the 
company  mould  not  be  payed  off  in  any  fums  be- 
ing lefs  than  one  million  at  a  time. 

The  heads  of  the  royal- afiu ranee  and  London - 
affurance  companies,  underftanding  that  the  civil 
lift  was  confiderably  in  arrears,  offered  to  the  mini- 
flry  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  towards  the  dif- 
charge  of  that  debt,  on  condition  of  their  obtain- 
ing the  king's  charter,  with  a  parliamentary  fane- 
tion  for  the  eftablifhment  of  their  refpecYive  com- 
panies. The  propoial  was  embraced  j  and  the  charters 
king  communicated  it  in  a  mefiage  to  the  houfe  of  B"ntedalto 
commons,  defiring  their  concurrence.  A  bill  was  LdLondon 
immediately  paffed,  enabling  his  majefty  to  grant  *£; 
letters  of  incorporation  to  the  two  companies. 
It  foon  obtained  the  royal  aflent ;  and  on  the 
eleventh  day  of  June  an  end  was  put  to  the  fef- 
fion.  This  was  the  age  of  interefted  projects  in- 
fpired  by  a  venal  fpirit  of  adventure  ;  the  natural 
confequence  of  that  avarice,  fraud,  and  profligacy, 
which  the  monied  corporations  had  introduced. 
This,  of  all  others,  is  the  moft  unfavourable  «ra 
for  an  hiftorian.  A  reader  of  lentiment  and  ima- 
gination cannot  be  entertained  or  intereited  by  a 
dry  detail  of  fuch  transactions  as  admit  of  no 
S  2  warmth, 
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A.  c.i7zo,warrnth,  no  colouring,  no  embellimment  j  a  detail 
which  ferves  only  to  exhibit  an  inanimated  pidture 
of  taftelefs  vice  and  mean  degeneracy, 
treaty  of        By  this  time  an  alliance  orfenfive  and  defenfive 
alliance       was  concluded  at  Stockholm  between  king  George 
Ten!* S        and  the  queen  of  Sweden,    by  which   his  majefty 
engaged    to  fend    a  fleet   into  the  Baltic  to  aft 
againit  the  czar  of  Mufcovy,  in  cafe  that  monarch 
mould  rejedl;  reaibnable  propofals  of  peace.    Peter 
loudly  complained  of  the  infolent  interpofition  of 
king  George,  alledging,  that  he  had  failed  in  his 
engagements,    both    as   elector  of  Hanover  and 
king  of  Great- Britain.     His  refident  at  London 
preiented  a  long  memorial  on  this  fubjeft,  which 
was  anfwered  by  the  Britiili  and  Hanoverian  mini- 
ftry.     Thefe  recriminations  ferved  only  to  inflame 
the  difference.      The  czar  continued  to  profecute 
the  war ;  and  at  length  concluded  a  peace  without 
a  mediator.     At  the  inftances,  however,  of  king 
George   and  die  regent  of  France,    a  treaty  of 
.  peace  was  figncd  between  the  queen  of  Sweden  and 
the  king  of  Pruflia,  to  whom  that  princefs  ceded 
the  city  of  Stetin,  the  diftrid  between  the  rivers 
Oder  and  Pehnne,  with  the   ifles  of  Wollin  and 
Uledom.     On  the  other  hand  he  engaged  to  join 
the   king   of  Great-Britain  in   his   endeavours  to 
efiedt    a   peace   between  Sweden  and  Denmark, 
on  condition  that  the  Danifh  king  mould  reftore 
to  queen  Ulrica  that  part  of  Pomerania  which  he 
had  feized  :  he  likewife  promifed  to  pay  to  that 
queen  two  millions  of  rixdollars,  in  confideration 
of  the  cemons  fhe  had  made.     The  treaty  between 
Sweden  and  Denmark  was  figned  at  Frederickftadt 
in  the  month  of  June,  through  the  mediation  of 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  who  became  guarantee 
for  the  Dane's  keeping  pofleflion  of  Slefwick.    He 
confented,  however,  to  reftore  the  Upper  Pome- 
rania, the  ille  of  Rugen,  the  city  of  Wifmar,  and 

what- 
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whatever  he  had  taken  from  Sweden  during  the  A-  c.  »;«<>• 
war,  in  confideration  of  Sweden's  renouncing  the 
exemption  from  toll  in   the  Sound,  and  the  two 
Belts  -,  and  paying  to  Denmark  fix  hundred  thou- 
fand  rixdollars. 

Sir  John  Norris  had  again  failed  to  the  Baltic 
with  a  ftrong  fquadron,  to  give  weight  to  the  king's 
mediation.  When  he  arrived  at  Copenhagen  he 
wrote  a  letter  to  prince  Dolgorouki,  the  czar's  ani- 
baflador  at  the  court  of  Denmark,  fignifying,  that 
he  and  the  king's  envoy  at  Stockholm  were  vefted 
with  full  powers  to  act  jointly  or  feparately  in  qua- 
lity of  plenipotentiaries,  in  order  to  effect  a  peace 
between  Sweden  and  Mufcovy,  in  the  way  of  me- 
diation. The  prince  anfwered,  that  the  czar  had 
nothing  more  at  heart  than  peace  and  tranquility; 
and,  in  cafe  his  Britannic  majefty  had  any  propolals 
to  make  to  that  prince,  he  hoped  the  admiral 
would  excufe  him  from  receiving  them,  as  they 
might  be  delivered  in  a  much  more  compendious 
way.  The  Englim  fleet  immediately  joined  that 
of  Sweden  as  auxiliaries ;  but  they  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  a<5ting  againft  the  Ruffian  fquadron, 
which  fecured  itfelf  in  Revel.  Ulrica  queen  of 
Sweden  and  filler  to  Charles  XII.  had  married  the 
prince  of  HefTe,  and  was  extremely  defirous  that 
he  mould  be  joined  with  her  in  the  adminiftration 
of  the  regal  power.  She  wrote  a  feparate  letter  to  Prjnce  cf 
each  of  the  four  ftates,  defiring  they  would  confer  Hca±e\e&<A 
upon  him  the  fovereignty  ;  and,  after  fome  oppo-  slJSen. 
fition  from  the  nobles,  he  was  actually  elected  king 
of  Sweden.  He  lent  one  of  his  general  officers 
to  notify  his  elevation  to  the  czar,  who  congratu- 
lated him  upon  his  acceffion  to  the  throne  ;  and 
this  was  the  beginning  of  a  negotiation  which  end- 
ed in  peace,  and  eftablifhed  the  tranquillity  of  the 
North.  In  the  midft  of  theie  tranladtions  king 
George  fet  out  from  England  lor  his  Hanoverian 
S  do  mini- 
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A.  c.  1 710.  dominions  ;  but,  before  he  departed  from  Great- 
Britain  he  was  reconciled  to  the  prince  of  Wales, 
through  the  endeavours  of  the  duke  of  Devon- 
fliire  and  Mr.  Walpole,  who,  with  the  earlCowper, 
lord  Townmend,  Mr.  Methuen,  and  Mr.  Pulteney, 
was  received  into  favour,  and  reunited  with  the 
miniftry.  The  earls  of  Dorfet  and  Bridgewater 
were  promoted  to  the  title  of  dukes  j  the  lord  vif- 
count  Caftletcn  was  made  an  earl ;  Hugh  Bofcawen 
was  created  a  baron,  and  vifcount  Falmouth  ;  and 
John  Wallop  baron  and  vifcount  of  Lyming- 
ton. 

Fh^so'irth-  While  the  king  was  involved  at  Hanover  in  a 
labyrinth  of  negotiations,  the  South-fea  fcheme 
produced  a  kind  of  national  delirium  in  his  Englim 
dominions.  Blunt  the  projector  had  taken  the 
hint  of  his  plan  from  the  famous  Mifliflippi  fcheme 
formed  bylaw,  which  in  the  preceding  year  had 
raifcd  fuch  a  ferment  in  France,  and  intailed  ruin 
upon  many  thoufaad  families  of  that  kingdom.  In 
the  fcheme  of  Law  there  was  fomething  fubftan- 
tial.  An  exclufive  trade  to  Louifiana  promifed 
fome  advantage ;  though  the  defign  was  defeated 
by  the  frantic  eagernefs  of  the  people.  Law  him- 
felf  became  the  dupe  of  the  regent,  who  transfer- 
red the  burden  of  fifteen  hundred  millions  of  the 
king's  debts  to  the  moulders  of  the  fubjects  •,  while 
the  projector  was  facrificed  as  the  fcape-goat  of 
political  iniquity.  T  he  South-fea  fcheme  promifed 
rio  commercial  advantage  of  any  confequence.  It 
was  buoyed  up  by  nothing  but  the  folly  and  rapa- 
cioufnefs  of  individuals,  which  became  fo  blind 
and  extravagant,  that  Blunt,  with  moderate  talents, 
was  able  to  impofe  upon  the  whole  nation,  and 
make  tools  of  the  other  directors,  to  ferve  his  pwn 
purpofes,  and  thofe  of  a  few  affociates.  When 
this  projector  found,  that  the  South  fea  ftock  did 
pot  :iic  according  to  his  expectation,  upon  the  bill's 

being 
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being  palled,  he  circulated  a  report,  that  Gibraltar  A-c- 
and  Portmahon  would  be  exchanged  for  fome 
places  in  Peru  ^  by  which  means  the  Engliih  trade 
to  the  South- lea  would  be  protected  and  enlarged. 
This  rumour,  diffufed  by  his  emifiaries,  acted  like 
a  contagion.  In  five  days  the  directors  opened 
their  books  for  a  fubfcription  of  one  million,  at 
the  rate  of  three  hundred  pounds  for  every  hun- 
dred pounds  capital.  Perlbns  of  all  ranks  crowd- 
ed to  the  houle  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the.  firft 
fubfcription  exceeded  two  millions  of  original 
ftock.  hi  a  few  days  this  ftock  advanced  to  three 
hundred  and  forty  pounds  -,  and  the  fijbfcriptions 
were  fold  for  double  the  price  of  the  firft  payment. 
Without  entering  into  a  detail  of  the  proceedings, 
or  explaining  the  fcandalous  arts  that  were  practiied 
to  inhance  the  value  of  the  ftock,  and  decoy  the 
unwarv,  we  fivall  only  ohierve,  that  by  the  pro- 
mile  of  prodigious  dividends,  and  other  infamous 
arts,  the  ftock  was  raifed  to  one  thoufand  ;  and  the 
whole  nation  infected  with  the  fpirit  of  flock-job- 
bing to  an  aftonifhing  degree.  AH  diftinctions  of 
party,  religion,  lex,  character,  and  circumftance, 
were  fwallowed  up  in  this  univerfal  concern,  or  in 
fome  fuch  pecuniary  project.  Exchange-alley  was 
filled  with  a  ftrange  concourfe  of  ftatefmen  and 
clergymen,  churchmen  and  diflfenters,  Whigs  and 
Tories,  phyficians,  lawyers,  tradefmen,  and  even 
multitudes  of  females.  All  other  profcfiions  and 
employments  were  utterly  neglected  ;  and  the  peo- 
ple's attention  wholly  engrofied  by  this  and  other 
chimerical  fchemes,  which  were  known  by  the  de- 
nomination of  Bubbles.  New  companies  flarted 
up  every  day,  under  the  countenance  of  the  prime 
nobility.  The  prince  of  Wales  was  conilituted 
governor  of  the  Welch  copper  company  :  the  duke 
of  Chandois  appeared  at  the  head  of  the  York- 
building  company:  the  duke  of  Bridgewater 
S  4  formed 
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1710.  formed  a  third,  for  building  houfes  in  London  and 
Weftminfter.  About  an  hundred  fuch  fchemes 
were  projected  and  put  in  execution,  to  the  ruin 
of  many  thoufands.  The  fums  propofed  to  be 
raifed  by  thefe  expedients  amounted  to  three  hun- 
dred millions  fterling,  which  exceeded  the  value  of 
all  the  lands  in  England.  The  nation  was  fo  in- 
toxicated with  the  fpirit  of  adventure,  that  people 
became  a  prey  to  the  grofleft  delufion.  An  ob- 
fcure  "projector  pretending  to  have  formed  a  very 
advantageous  fcheme,  which,  however,  he  did  not 
explain,  publifhed  propofals  for  a  fubfcription,  in 
which  he  promifed,  that  in  one  month  the  particu- 
lars of  his  project  fhould  be  difclofed.  In  the 
mean  time  he  declared,  that  every  perfon  paying 
two  guineas,  mould  be  intitled  to  a  fubfcription  for 
one  hundred  pounds,  which  would  produce  that 
fum  yearly.  In  one  forenoon  this  adventurer  re- 
ceived a  thoufand  of  thefe  fubfcriptions ;  and  in 
the  evening  fet  out  for  another  kingdom.  The 
king,  before  his  departure,  had  iffued  a  proclama- 
tion againfl  thefe  unlawful  projects  ;  the  lords-ju- 
ftices  afterwards  difmiffed  all  the  petitions  that 
had  been  prefented  for  charters  and  patents ;  and 
the  prince  of  Wales  renounced  the  company  of 
which  he  had  been  elected  governor.  The  South- 
fea  fcheme  raifed  fuch  a  flood  of  eager  avidity  and 
extravagant  hope,  that  the  majority  of  the  direc- 
tors were  fwept  along  with  it,  even  contrary  to  their 
own  lenfe  and  inclination  \  but  Blunt  and  his  ac- 
complices flill  directed  the  ftream. 
nibble  The  infatuation  prevailed  till  the  eighth  day  of 
*.  September,  when  the  (lock  began  to  fall.  Then 
did  fom6  of  the  adventurers  awake  from  their  de- 
lirium. The  number  of  the  fellers  daily  increafed. 
On  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  the  month,  the  (lock 
had  funk  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  :  feveral  eminent 
goldimiths  and  bankers,  who  had  lent  great  fums 
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upon  it,  were  obliged  to  flop  payment  and  abfcor.d.  A-  c.  1/ZfiU 
1  he  ebb  of  this  portentous  tide  was  Ib  violent, 
that  it  bore  down  every  thing  in  its  way  ;  and  an 
infinite  number  of  families  was  overwhelmed  with 
ruin.  Public  credit  fuflained  a  terrible  mock  :  the 
nation  was  thrown  into  a  dangerous  ferment ;  and 
nothing  was  heard  but  the  ravings  of  grief,  difap- 
pointmt  nt,  and  defpair.  Some  principal  members  of 
the  miniftry  were  deeply  concerned  in  thefe  fraudu  - 
lent  tranfadlions  :  when  they  faw  the  price  of  (lock 
finking  daily,  they  employed  all  their  influence  with 
the  bank  to  fupport  the  credit  of  the  South-lea 
company.  That  corporation  agreed,  though  with 
reludance,  to  fubfcribe  into  the  flock  of  the  South- 
fea  company,  valued  at  four  hundred  per  cent, 
three  millions  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  which 
the  company  was  to  repay  to  the  bank  on  J.ady- 
day  and  Michaelmas  of  the  enfuing  year.  Books 
were  opened  at  the  bank  to  take  in  a  fubfcription 
for  the  fupport  of  public  credit ;  and  confidtrable 
fums  of  money  were  brought  in.  By  this  expe- 
dient the  flock  was  railed  at  firfl,  and  thofe  who 
contrived  it  feized  the  opportunity  to  realize.  But 
the  bankruptcy  of  goldfmiths  and  the  fword-blade 
company,  from  the  fall  of  South-fea  flock,  occa- 
fioned  fuch  a  run  upon  the  bank,  that  the  money 
was  payed  away  failer  than  it  could  be  received 
from  the  fubfcription.  Then  the  South-fea  flock 
funk  again  •,  and  the  directors  of  the  bank  finding 
themfeves  in  danger  of  being  involved  in  that  com- 
pany's ruin,  renounced  the  agreement,  which 
they  were  under  no  obligation  to  perform.  All 
expedients  having  failed,  and  the  clamours  of  the 
people  daily  increafing,  exprefies  were  difpatched 
to  Hanover,  reprefentmg  the  flate  of  the  nation, 
and  prefling  the  king  to  return.  He  accordingly 
fhortened  his  intended  flay  in  Germany,  and  ar- 
i>  rived 
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A.C.  f 7*0. rived  in  England  on  the  eleventh  day  of  Novem- 
ber. 

The  parliament  being  affembled  on  the  eighth 
day  of  December,  his  majefty  exprefied  his  con- 
cern for  the  unhappy  turn  of  affairs,  which  had  fo 
deeply  affected  the  public  credit  at  home ;  and 
he  earneftly  defired  the  commons  to  confider  of 
the  moft  effe&ual  and  fpeedy  methods  to  reftore 
the  national  credit,  and  fix  it  upon  a  laflLng  efta- 
blimment.  The  lower  houfe  was  too  much  in- 
terelled  in  the  calamity  to  poftpone  the  confidera- 
tion  of  that  fubjed.  The  members  feemed  to  lay 
afide  all  party  diftindions,  and  vie  with  each  other 
in  promoting  an  inquiry,  by  which  juftice  might 
be  done  to  the  injured  nation.  They  ordered  the 
diredors  to  produce  an  account  of  all  their  pro- 

*  ceedings.     Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  moved,  that  a  felcd 

committee  might  be  appointed  to  examine  the  par- 
ticulars of  this  tranfadion.  Mr.  Walpole,  now 
paymafter  of  the  forces,  obferved,  that  luch  a  me- 
thod would  nrotrad  the  inquiry,  while  the  public 
credit  lay  in  a  bleeding  condition.  He  told  the 
houfe  he  had  formed  a  fcheme  for  reftoring  public 
credit;  but,  before  he  would  communicate  this 
plan,  defired  to  know  whether  the  fubfcriptions  of 
public  debts  and  incumbrances,  money -fubfcrip- 
tions, and  other  contrads  made  with  the  South-lea 
company,  mould  remain  in  the  prelent  ftate.  After 
a  warm  debate,  the  queftion  was  carried  in  the 
affirmativej  with  this  addition,  "  Unlefs  altered 
"  for  the  eafe  and  relief  of  the  proprietors,  by  a 
"  general  court  of  the  South- fea  company,  or  fee 
"  afide  in  due  courfe  of  law."  Next  day  Walpole 
produced  his  feheme  to  ingraft  nine  millions  of 
South-fea  flock  into  the  bank  of  England,  and  the 
like  fum  into  the  Eaft  India  company,  on  certain 
conditions.  The  houfe  voted,  that  propofals  mould 

be 
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be  received  from  the  bank,  and  thofe   two  com-  A-c-  •T?*. 
panics,  on  this  lubject  •,  and  thefe  being  delivered, 
the  commons   fefolved,    that   an    ingrofiment   of 
nine  millions  of  the  capital  flock  of  the  South-fea 
comany,  into  the  capital  ftock   of  the  bank  and 
Eaft- India  company,  as   propofed   by  thefe  com- 
panies, would  contribute  very  much  to  the  reftor- 
ing  public  credit.     A  bill  upon  this  refohuion  was 
brought  in,  paffed  through  both  houfes,  and  re- 
ceived the  royal  afTent.     Another  bill  was  enacted 
into  a  law,  for   retraining  the  fub- governor,  de- 
puty-governor,   diredtors,    treafurer,    under-trea- 
furer,  calhier,  fecretary,    and   accountants  of  the 
South-fea  company,  from  quitting  the  kingdom, 
till  the  end  of  the  next  feffion  of  parliament ;  and 
for  diicovering   their  eftates  and   effects,  fo  as  to 
prevent  them  from  being  tranfported  or  alienated.  A  fecn* 
A  committee  of  fecrecy  was  chofen   by  ballot,  to™^™^ 
examine  all  the  books,   papers,  and  proceedings, the  h<>u.re  of 
relating  to  the  execution  of  the  South-fea  act. 

The  lords  were  not  lefs  eager  than  the  commons,  inqu;ry  C2r- 
to  profecute  this  inquiry  ;  though  divers  members  nedonby 
in  both  houfes  were  deeply  involved  in  the  guilt  and 
infamy  of  the  tranfact ion.  Earl  Stanhope  faid  the 
eftates  of  the  criminals,  whether  directors  or  not 
directors,  ought  to  be  confifcated  to  repair  the  pub- 
lic lofies.  He  was  feconded  by  lord  Carterer, 
and  even  by  the  earl  of  Sunderland.  The  duke  of 
"Wharton  declared  he  would  give  up  the  befl  friend 
he  had,  mould  he  be  found  guilty.  He  obferved, 
that  the  nation  had  been  plundered  in  a  moft  fla- 
grant and  notorious  manner  •,  therefore  they  ought 
to  find  out  and  punifh  the  offenders  feverely,  with- 
out refpect  of  perlons.  The  fub  and  deputy  go- 
vernors, the  directors  and  officers  of  the  South-lea 
company,  were  examined  at  the  bar  of  thi  houfe. 
Then  a  bill  was  brought  in,  difabling  them  to  en- 
joy any  office  in  that  company,  or  in  the  Eaft- India 

com- 
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A.C.  1720.  company,  or  in  the  bank  of  England.  Three 
brokers  were  likewife  examined,  and  made  great 
difcoveries.  Knight,  the  treasurer  of  the  South- 
company,  who  had  been  intrufted  with  the  fecrets 
of  the  whole  affair,  thought  proper  to  withdraw 
himfelf  from  the  kingdom.  A  proclamation  was 
iffued  to  apprehend  him  ;  and  another  for  prevent- 
ing any  of  the  directors  from  efcaping  out  of  the 
kingdom.  At  this  period,  the  fecret  committee 
informed  the  houfe  of  commons,  that  they  had  al- 
ready difcovered  a  train  of  the  deepeft  villany  and 
fraud  that  hell  ever  contrived  to  ruin  a  nation, 
which  in  due  time  they  would  lay  before  the  houfe  -, 
in  the  mean  while,  they  thought  it  highly  neceflary 
to  lecure  the  perfons  of  fome  of  the  directors  and 
principal  officers  of  the  South-fea  company,  as  well 
as  to  feize  their  papers.  An  order  was  made  to 
fecure  the  books  and  papers  of  Knight,  Surman, 
and  Turner.  The  perfons  of  Sir  George  Cafwel, 
Sir  John  Blunt,  Sir  John  Lambert,  Sir  John  Fel- 
lows, and  Mr.  Grigfby,  were  taken  into  cuftody, 
Sir  Theodore  Janflen,  Mr.  Sawbridge,  Sir  Robert 
Chaplain,  and  Mr.  Eyles,  were  expelled  the  houfe 
and  apprehended.  Mr.  Aiflabie  refigned  his  em- 
ployments of  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  and  lord 
of  the  treafury  ;  and  orders  were  given  to  remove 
all  directors  of  the  South-fea  company  from  the 
places  they  pofiefied  under  the  government.  .... 

The  lords,  in  the  courfe  of  their  examination, 
difcovered  that  large  portions  of  South-lea  flock 
had  been  given  to  feveral  perfons  in  the  adminif- 
tration  and  houfe  of  commons,  for  promoting  the 
pafTage  of  the  South-fea  act.  The  houfe  imme- 
diately refolved,  that  this  practice  was  a  notorious 
and  moft  dangerous  fpecies  of  corruption  :  that  the 
directors  of  the  South  fea  company  having  ordered 
great  quantities  of  their  flock  to  be  bought  for  the 
fervice  of  the  company,  when  it  was  at  a  very  high 

price, 
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pr.-:e,  ard  on  pretence  of  keeping  up  the  price  of  A.  c.  1720. 
ftock  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  feveral  of  the  directors, 
and  other  officers  belonging  to  the  company,  hav- 
ing, in  a  clandeftine  manner,  fold  their  own  flock 
to  the  company,  fuch  directors  and  officers  were 
guilty  of  a  notorious  fraud  and  breach  of  trufl ;  and 
their  fo  doing  was  one  great  caufe  of  the  unhappy 
turn  of  affairs,  that  had  fo  much   affected   pub- 
lic  credit.      Many  other   refoludons   were   taken, 
againft  that  infamous  confederacy,  in  which,  how- 
ever,   the   innocent  were    confounded    with    the 
guilty.     Sir  John  Blunt  refufmg  to  anfwer  certain 
interrogations,  a  violent  debate  arofe  about   the 
manner  in  which  he  mould  be  treated.     The  duke 
of  Wharton  obferved,  that  the  government  of  the 
beft  princes  was  fometimes  rendered  intolerable  to 
their  lubjects  by  bad  minifters:  he  mentioned  the 
example  of  Sejanus,  who  had  made  a  divifion  in 
the  Imperial  family,   and  rendered   the   reign  of 
Claudius  hateful  to  the  Romans.     Earl  Stanhope 
conceiving  this  reflection  was  aimed  at  him,  was 
feized  with  a  tranfport  of  anger.     He  undertook 
to  vindicate  the  miniflry  ;  and  fpoke  with  fuch  ve- 
hemence as  produced  a  violent  head-ach,   which 
obliged  him  to  retire.     He  underwent  proper  eva- 
cuations, and  feemed  to  recover ;  but  next  day,  in  Deathof 
the  evening,  became  lethargic,  and  being  feized  eari  stw- 
with  a   fuffocation,  inftantly  expired.     The  king hope* 
deeply  regretted  the  death  of  this  favourite  mini- 
fter,  which  was  the  more  unfortunate  as  it  hap- 
pened at  fuch  a  critical  conjuncture ;  and  he  ap- 
pointed the  lord  Townfliend  to  fill  his  place  of  ie- 
cretary.     Earl  Stanhope  was  furvived   but  a  few 
days  by  the  other  fecretary  Mr.  Craggs,  who  died 
of  the  fmall-pox  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  February.  and  ^. 
Knight,  thecafhierof  the  South-fea  company,  be-Cr*ss«- 
ing  feized  at  Tirlemont,  by  the  vigilance  of  Mr. 
Gandot,  fecretary  to  Mr.  Leathes,  the  Britifh  re- 

fident 
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A.  c.  »7ao.  fident  at  BrufiHs,  was  confined  in  the  citadel  of 
Antwerp.  Application  was  made  to  the  court  of 
Vienna,  thafr  he  mould  be  delivered  up  to  fuch 
perfons  as  might  be  appointed  to  receive  him  :  but 
he  had  found  means  to  intereft  the  dates  of  Bra- 
bant in  his  behalf.  They  infifted  upon  their  pri- 
vilege granted  by  charter,  that  no  perfon  appre- 
hended for  any  crime  in  Brabant,  mould  be  tried 
in  any  other  country.  The  houfe  of  commons 
expreffed  their  indignation  at  this  frivolous  pre- 
tence :  inftances  were  renewed  to  the  emperor ; 
and  in  the  mean  time  Knight  efcaped  from  the 
citadel  of  Antwerp. 

The  committee  of  fecrecy  found,  that  before 
any  fubfcription  could  be  made,  a  fictitious  flock 
of  five  hundred  and  feventy-four  thoufand  pounds 
had  been  difpofed  of  by  the  directors,  to  facilitate 
the  patting  the  bill.  Great  part  of  this  was  diftri- 
buted  among  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  Mr.  Craggs 
fenior,  the  dutchefs  of  Kendal,  the  countefs  of  Pla- 
ten and  her  two  nieces,  Mr.  fecretary  Craggs,  and 
Mr.  Aiflabie  chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  In  con- 
fequence  of  the  committee's  report,  the  houfe 
came  to  feveral  fevere  though  jult  refolutions, 
againft  the  directors  and  officers  of  the  South-fea 
company  ;  and  a  bill  was  prepared  for  the  relief 
of  the  unhappy  fufferers.  Mr.  Stanhope,  one  of 
the  fecretaries  of  the  treaiury,  charged,  in  the  re- 
port, with  having  large  quantities  of  flock  and 
lubfcriptions,  defired  that  he  might  have  an  op- 
portunity to  clear  himfelf.  His  requeft  was  grant- 
ed j  and  the  affair  being  difcufied,  he  was  cleared 
by  a  majority  of  three  voices.  Fifty  thoufand 
pounds  in  flock  had  been  taken  by  Knight  for  the 
ufe  of  the  earl  of  Sunderland.  Great  part  of  the 
houfe  entered  eagerly  into  this  inquiry,  and  a  vio- 
lent difpute  enfued.  The  whole  flrength  of  the  mi- 
niftry  was  muflered  in  his  defence.  The  majority 

de- 
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declared  him  innocent:  the  nation  in  general  was  A.C.  i7ao. 
of  another  opinion.     He  refigned  his  place  of  firft 
commiflioner  in  the  treafury,  which  was  beftowed 
upon  Mr.  Robert  Walpole  •,  but  he  full  retained 
the  confidence  of  his  matter.     With  refpect  to  Mr. 
Aiflabie,  the  evidence  appeared  fo  flrong  againft 
him,  that  the  commons  refolved,  he  had  promoted 
the  deftructive  execution  of  the  South-fea  fcheme, 
with  a  view  to  his  own  exorbitant  profit,  and  com- 
bined with  the  directors  in  their  pernicious  prac- 
tices, to  the  ruin  of  public  credit.     He  v/as  ex- 
pelled the  houfe,  and  committed  to   the  Tower. 
Mr.  Craggs  fenior  died  of  the  lethargy  before  he 
underwent  the  cenfure  of  the  houfe.    Neverthelefs, 
they  refolved,  that  he  was  a. notorious  accomplice 
with  Robert  Knight,  and  fome  of  the  directors,  in 
carrying  on  their  fcandalous  practices  •,  and  there- 
fore, that  all  the  eftate  of  which  he  was  poflefled, 
from  the  firft  day  of  December,  in  the  preceding 
year,  mould  be  applied  towards  the  relief  of  the 
unhappy  fuflferers  in  the  South  fea  company.    TheTheeft*tM 
directors,   in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  houfe  tl^ofthT 
delivered  inventories  of  their  eftates,  which  were  south-fea    . 
confiscated  by  act  of  parliament,  towards  making  coSST 
good  the  damages  fuftained  by  the  company,  after  oldmj*°i' 

j    j     A     j   r  j     Annali. 

a  certain  allowance  was  deducted  for  each,  accord-  Hift.  Rcg. 
ing  to  his  conduct  and  circumftances.  J?0!1':  s^u' 

"_ .         ...  .      .  .  ..       .  .         .        ~        Deb.  in  Pad. 

The  delinquents  being  thus  punimed  by  the  for-  Tindai. 
feiture  of  their  fortunes,  the  houfe  converted  their  A  c 
attention  to  means  for  repairing  the  mifchiefs  which 
the  fcheme  had  produced.     This  was  a  very  dim-  0f 
cult  talk,  on  account  of  the  contending  interefts  of  mom  with 

i      r  t    •          i          r>         i     r  i  •    i    refpett  to 

thofe  engaged  in  the   South-lea  company,  which  the  dock  of 
rendered  it  impoffible  to  relieve  fome  but  at  the  ^- South* 

r         r  i        i  -  -  .  fea  com- 

expence  of  others.     Several  wholelome  refoiutions  fM7, 
were  taken,  and  prefented  with  an  addreis  to  the 
king,  explaining  the  motives  of  their  proceedings. 
On  the  twenty- ninth  day  of  July,  the  parliament 
8  was 
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i7a*  was  prorogued  for  two  days  only.  Then  his  ma- 
jcfty  going  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  declared,  that 
he  had  called  them  together  again  foftkhknly,  that 
they  might  refume  the  confideration  of  the  {late  of 
public  credit.  The  commons  immediately  prepar- 
ed a  bill  upon  the  refolutions  they  had  taken.  The 
whole  capital  (lock,  at  the  end  of  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty,  amounted  to 
about  thirty- feven  millions  eight  hundred  thoufand 
pounds.  The  flock  allotted  to  all  the  proprietors 
did  not  exceed  twenty-four  millions  five  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  -,  the  remaining  capital  flock  be- 
longed to  the  company  in  their  corporate  capacity. 
It  was  the  profit  arifing  from  the  execution  of  the 
South- fea  fcheme  ;  and  out  of  this  the  bill  enabl- 
ed, that  feven  millions  mould  be  payed  to  the  pub- 
lic. The  prefent  act  likewife  directed  feveral  ad- 
ditions to  be  made  to  the  flock  of  the  proprietors, 
out  of  that  poflefled  by  the  company  in  their  own 
right :  it  made  a  particular  diflribution  of  flock, 
amounting  to  two  millions  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds ;  and,  upon  remitting  five  millions  of  the 
leven  to  be  payed  to  the  public,  annihilated  two 
millions  of  their  capital.  It  was  enadled,  that 
after  thefe  diftributions,  the  remaining  capital  flock 
fhould  be  divided  among  all  the  proprietors.  This 
dividend  amounted  to  thirty-three  pounds  fix  mil- 
lings and  eight-pence  per  cent,  and  deprived  the 
company  of  eight  millions  nine  hundred  thoufand 
pounds.  They  had  lent  above  eleven  millions  on 
llock  unredeemed.  Of  which  the  parliament  dif- 
charged  all  the  debtors  upon  their  paying  ten  per 
cent.  Upon  this  article  the  company's  lois  exceed- 
ed fix  millions  nine  hundred  thoufand  pounds ;  for 
many  debtors  refufed  to  make  any  payment.  The 
proprietors  of  the  flock  loudly  complained  of  their 
being  deprived  of  two  millions-,  and  the  parliament, 
in  the  fequel,  revived  that  fum  which  had  been 

annihilated. 
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annihilated.  While  this  affair  was  in  agitation,  A-c-«/«' 
petitions  from  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs,  in 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  were  prefented  to  the 
houfe,  crying  for  juftice  againft  the  villainy  of  the 
directors.  Pamphlets  and  papers  were  daily  pub- 
lifhed  on  the  lame  fubiect ;  Jo  that  the  whole  na- 
tion was  exafperated  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  refent- 
ment.  By  the  wife  and  vigorous  relblutions  of  the 
parliament,  the  Sonth-fea  company  was  ibon  in  a 
condition  to  fulfil  their  engagements  with  the  pub- 
lic ;  the  ferment  of  the  people  fubfided,  and  the 
credit  of  the  nation  was  reftored. 

During  .the  infatuation  produced  by  this  infa- 
mous fcheme,    luxury,   vice,   and  profligacy,    in- 
creafed  to  a  fhocking  degree  of  extravagance.  The 
adventurers,  intoxicated  by  their  imaginary  wealth, 
pampered  thcmfelves  wirh  the  rareft  dainties,  and 
the  moft  expenfive  wines  that  could  be  imported  : 
theypurchaicd  the  moft  iumptuous  furniture,  equi- 
page, and  apparel,  though  without  tafte  or  difcern- 
meht  :  the-y  indulged  their  criminal  pafTions  to  the 
moil  fcandalous  excels :  their  difcourfe  was  the  lan- 
guage of  pride,  infolence,  and  the  moft  ridiculous 
oftencation  :  they  affected  to  feoff  at  religion  and 
morality  ;  and  even  to  fet  heaven  at  defiance    The  Biiiagamrt, 
earl  of  Nottingham   complained,  in  the  houfe  of-^™^ 
lords,  of  the  growth  of  atheifm,  profanenefs,    and  pof.poned, 
immorality  •,  and  a  bill  was  brought  in  for  fuppref- 
fing  blafph-my  and  profar.enefs.     It  contained  fe- 
veral  articles  feemingly  calculated  to  reilrain  the 
liberty  grin  ted  to  nonconformifts,  by  the  hv/s  of 
the  lavt  ftfTion  :  for  th.it  r-.-dbn  it  met  with  violet 
oppofition.     It  was  fuppoited  by  the  archbifliop  cf 
Canrerbury,    the    earl   of  Nottingham,    the   lords 
Bathurft  and  Trevor,  the  bilhops  of  London,  Win- 
ch titer,  Litchfiekl  and  Covcn'try;     One  cf  thcfe1 
fairj,    he  verily  believed  the  prefent  calamity,    oc- 
cafioned  by  the  Scuth-iVa  proircb,-  v,v. 

N°.  96,  AT  of 
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A.C.  17*1.  of  God  on  the  blafphemy  and  profanenefs  of  the 
nation.  Lord  Onflow  replied,  '«  That  noble  peer' 
•*  muft  then  be  a  great  Tinner,  for  he  has  loll  eon- 
"  fiderably  by  the  South-fea  fcheme."  The  duke 
of  Wharcon,  who  had  rendered  himfelf  famous  by 
his  wit  and  profligacy,  faid  he  was  not  inienfible  of 
the  common  opinion  of  the  town  concerning  him- 
felf •,  and  gladly  feized  this  opportunity  of  vindi- 
cating his  character,  by  declaring  he  was  far  from 
being  a  patron  of  blafphemy,  or  an  enemy  to  reli- 
gion. On  the  other  hand,  he  could  not  but  op- 
pofe  the  bill,  becaule  he  conceived  it  to  be  repug- 
nant to  the  holy  Icriptures.  Then  pulling  an  old 
family  bible  from  his  pocket,  he  quoted  feveral 
pafiages  from  the  epiilles  of  St.  Petei;  and  St.  Paul ; 
concluding  that  the  bill  might  be  thrown  out. 
The  earl  of  Peterborough  declared,  that  though  he 
was  for  a  parliamentary  king,  yet  he  did  not  defire 
to  have  a  parliamentary  God,  or  a  parliamentary 
religion  ;  and,  fhould  the  houfe  declare  for  one  of 
this  kind,  he  would  go  to  Rome  and  endeavour  to 
be  chofen  a  cardinal }  for  he  had  rather  fit  in  the 
conclave  than  with  their  lordlhips  upon  thofe 
terms.  After  a  vehement  debate,  the  bill  was  poft- 
poned  to  a  long  day,  by  a  confiderable  majority. 

The  feafon  was  far  advanced  before  the  (applies 
were  granted  •,  and  at  length  they  were  not  voted 
with  that  chearfulnefs  and  good  humour  which 
the  majority  had  hitherto  manifefted  on  fuch  occa- 
fions.  On  the  fixteenth  day  of  June,  the  king 
lent  a  mcflage  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  importing, 
that  he  had  agreed  to  pay  a  fubfidy  to  the  crown  of 
Sweden,  and  he  hoped  they  would  enable  him  to 
make  good  his  engagements.  The  leaders  of  the 
oppofition  took  fire  at  this  intimation.  They  de- 
fired  to  know  whether  this  fubfidy,  amounting  to 
feventy-two  thoufand  pounds,  was  to  be  payed  to 
Sweden  over  aad  above  the  expence  of  maintaining 
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a  ftrong  fquaJron  in  the  Baltic  ?  Lord  Molefworth  A-c>  '?«• 
obferved,  that,  by  our  late  conduct,  we  were  be- 
come the  allies  of  the  whole  world,  and  the  bubbles 
of  all  our  allies ;  for  we  were  obliged  to  pay  them 
well  for  their  afliftance.  He  affirmed,  that  the 
treaties  which  had  been  made  with  Sweden,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  were  inconfiftent  and  contradictory  : 
that  our  late  engagements  with  that  crown  were 
contrary  to  the  treaties  fubfifting  with  Denmark, 
and  directly  oppofite  to  the  meafures  formerly  con- 
certed with  the  czar  of  Mufcovy.  He  faid,  that  in 
order  to  engage  the  czar  to  yield  what  he  had 
gained  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  the  king  of  Pruflla 
ought  to  give  up  Stetin,  and  the  elector  of  Hano- 
ver reftore  Bremen  and  Verden  :  that,  after  all, 
England  had  no  bufinefs  to  intermeddle  with  the 
affairs  of  the  empire  :  that  we  reaped  little  or  no 
advantage  by  our  trade  to  the  Baltic,  but  that  of 
procuring  naval  ftores  :  he  Ovvned  that  he.mp  was 
a  very  necefiary  commodity,  particularly  at  this 
juncture;  but  he  infifted,  that  if  due  encourage- 
ment were  given  to  fome  of  our  plantations  in 
America,  we  might  be  fupplied  from  thence  at  a 
much  cheaper  rate  than  from  Sweden  and  Norway. 
Notwithftanding  thefe  arguments,  the  Swedifli 
fupply  was  granted  -,  and,  in  about  three  weeks, 
their  complai lance  was  put  to  another  proof.  They 
were  given  to  understand,  by  a  fecond  meffage,  that 
the  debts  of  the  civil  lift  amounted  to  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  -,  and  his  majefty 
hoped  they  would  impower  him  to  raife  that  fum 
upon  the  revenue,  as  he  propoled  it  fhould  be  re- 
placed to  the  civil  lift,  and  reimburfed  by  a  deduc- 
tion from  the  falaries  and  wages  of  all  officers,  and 
the  penfions  and  ether  payments  from  the  crown. 
A  bill  was  prepared  for  this  purpofe,  though  not 
without  warm  oppofition  :  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
an  act  pafled  for  a  general  pardon.  On  the  tenth 
T  a  day 
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A.  c.  i7»i.  day  of  Auguft:, '  the  king  clofed  the  feffion  with  a 
Seflion  fpeech,  in  which  he  expreffcd  his  concern  for  the 
dofed.  fufferings  of  the  innocent,  and  a  juft  indignation 
againft  the  guilty,  with  refpscl:  to  the  Sonth-fea 
fcheme.  Thefe  profeffions  were  judged  neceflary 
to  clear  his  own  character,  which  had  incurred  the 
fufpicion  of  forne  people,  who  whifpered  that  he 
was  not  altogether  free  from  connexions  with  the 
projectors  of  that  cbfign  ;  that  the  emperor  had,  at 
his  defire,  refufed  to  deliver  up  Knight ;  and 
that  he  favoured  the  directors  and  their  accom- 
plices. 

The  lords  Townfhend  and  Carterct  were  now 
appointed  fecretaries  of  ftate  ;  and  the  earl  of  Hay 
v/as  veiled  with  the  office  of  lord  privy-leal  of  Scot- 
land.' In  June  the  treaty  of  peace  between  Great- 
Britain  and  Spain  was  figned  at  Madrid.  The  con- 
tradling  parties  engaged  to  reftore  mutually  all  the 
effects  feized  and  confifcated  en  both  tides.  In 
particular,  the  king  of  England  promifed  to  re- 
fbore  all  the  mips  of  the  Spanidi  fleet  which  had 
been  taken  in  the  Mediterranean,  or  the  value  of 
t'hem,  if  they  were  fold.  He  likewife  promifed,  in 
a  fccret  article,  that  he  would  no  longer  interfere  in 
the  affairs  of  Italy  ;  and  the  king  of  Spain  made  an 
tleeT*""  abfolutc  ceffion  of  Gibraltar  and  Portmahon.  At 
Great- Bri-  the  fame  time,  a  defenfive  alliance  was  concluded 
aid'sJaiT'  between  Great-Brkain,  France,  and  Spain.  All 
remaining  difficulties  were  referred  to  a  co'ngreft  at 
Cambray,  v/hcre  they  hoped  to  confolidate  a  gc-ne- 
ral  peace  by  dett-rminiiig  all  differences  between 
the  emperor  aad  his  catholic  majcity.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  powers  *  of  Gre?.t  Brirain,  France  and 
Spain,  engageci,  by  virruc  of  the  prefrnt  treaty,  to 
grant  to  the  duke  of  Farma  a  particular  'protection 
for  the  prcftTvaticn  of  his'  territories  and  rights, 
and  for  the  iupport  nity.  It  was  alfo  fti- 

pulated,  that  the  ftates  general  mould  be  invitvd 

to 
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to  accede  to  this  alliance.  The  congrefs  at  Cam-  A-c-  37^- 
bray  was  opened;  but  the  demands  on  both  fides 
were  fo  high,  that  it  proved  ineiteftual.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  peace  between  Ruflia  and  Sweden 
was  concluded,  on  condition  that  the  czar  mould 
retain  Livonia,  Ingria,  Eftcnm,  part  of  Carelia, 
and  of  the' territory  of  Wyburg,  Riga,  Revel,  a; 
Narva,  in  confideration  of  his  reftoring  part  of  Fin- 
land, and  paying  two' millions  of  rixdcliars  to  the^ 
king,  of  Sweden.  The  peribnal  anirnofity  fubfifi-' 
ing  between  king  George  and  the  czar  feemed  to 
increafe.  Baftagif,  the  Ruffian  refident  at  Lon-. 
don,  having  prelented  a  memorial  that  contained 
fome  unguarded  exprefilons,  was  ordered  to  quit 
the  kingdom,  in  a  fortnight.  The  czar  published  a 
declaration  at  Peterfburg,  complaining  of  this  out- 
rage', which,  he  faid,  ought  naturally  to  have  en- 
gaged him  to  ufe  reprifals;  but,  as  he;  perceived  it 
was  done  without  .any  regard  to  the  concerns  of 
England,  and  only  in  favour  of  the  Hanoverian  in- 
terefl,  he  was  unwilling  that  the  Llnglifh  nation 
mould  furFer  for  a  piece  of  injuftice  in  which  they 
had  no  fhare.  He  therefore  granted  to  them  all 
manner  of  fe'curity,  and  free  liberty  to  trade  in  all 
his  dominions.  To  finilh  this  rue  of  ne- 

gotiations, king  George  concluded  a  treaty  with 
the  Moors  of  Africa,  againfl  which  the  Spaniards 
loudly  exclaimed. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year  pope  Clement  XI. 
died  i  and  the  princefs  of  Wales  v/as  delivered  of 
a  prince,  baptized  by  the  name  of  William- Auguf- 
tus,  now  duke  of  Cumberland.  A  dreadful  piagu=  at 
plague  raging  at  Marfeilles,  a  proclamation  was  Marfeilles-  • 
pubiifhed,  forbidding  any  perfon  to  come  into 
England,  from  any  part  of  France  between  the 
bay  of  Bifcay  and  Dunkirk,  without  certificates  of 
health.  Other  precautions  were  taken  to  guard 
againft  contagion.  An  act  of  parliament  had  pafied 
T  in 
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A.C.  1721.  in  the  preceding  fefiion  for  the  prevention  of 
infection,  by  building  peft-houfes,  to  which  all  in- 
fected perfons,  and  all  perfons  of  an  infected  fami- 
ly, fhould  be  conveyed  -,  and,  by  drawing  tren- 
ches and  lines  round  any  city,  town,  or  place  in- 
fected. The  king,  in  his  fpeech  at  opening  the 
feffion  of  parliament,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 
October,  intimated  the  pacification  of  the  North, 
by  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  between  Mufcovy 
and  Sweden.  He  defired  the  houfe  of  commons . 
to  confider  of  means  for  raifing  the  duties  upon  the 
imported  commodities  ufed  in  the  manufactures  of 
the  kingdom.  He  obferved,  that  the  nation  might 
be  fupplied  with  naval  fto res  from  our  own  colo- 
nies in  North  America  •,  and  that  their  being  em- 
ployed in  this  ufeful  and  advantageous  branch  of 
commerce  would  divert  them  from  letting  up  ma- 
nufactures which  directly  interfered  with  thofe  of 
Great  Britain.  He  exprelTed  a  defire  that,  with 
refpect  to  the  fupplies,  his  people  might  reap  fome 
immediate  benefit  from  the  prefent  circumftances 
of  affairs  abroad  ;  and  he  earneftly  recommended 
to  their  confideration,  means  for  preventing  the 
plague,  particularly  by  providing  againlt  the  prac- 
tice of  fmuggling. 

Drbate?  in       One  of  the  firil  objects  that  attracted  the  atten- 
ioH^bluf  tlon  °^  l^e  uPPcr  houfe,  was  Law  the  famous  pro- 
Mr.  Law    jector.     The  refentment  of  the  people  on  account 
jJdgr!°"     °f  his  Miffiflippi  fcheme,  had  obliged  him  to  leave 
France.     He  retired  to  Italy  •,  was  faid  to  have 
vifited  the  pretender  at  Rome,  from  whence  he  re- 
paired to  Hanover  ;  and  returned  to  England  from 
the  Baltic,  in  the  fleet  commanded  by  Sir  John 
Norris.     The  king  favoured  him  with    a  private 
audience  :  he  kept  open  houfe,  and  was  vifited  by 
great  numbers  of  perfons  of  the  fir(l  quality.   Earl 
Coningfby  reprclented,  in  the  houfe  of  lo/ds,  that 
he  could  not  but  entertain  fome  jealoufy  of  a  per- 
3  foa 
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(on  who  had  done  fo  much  mifchief  in  a  neigh-  A«c-  »7*«. 
bouring  kingdom ;  who  being  immenfely  rich, 
might  do  a  great  deal  mere  hurt  here,  by  tampering 
with  thofe  who  were  grown  defperate,  in  conic  - 
quence  of  being  involved  in  the  calamity  occafion- 
ed  by  the  fatal  imitation  of  his  pernicious  projects. 
He  obfcrved,  that  this  perfon  was  the  more  dan- 
gerous, as  he  had  renounced  his  natural  affection 
to  hi.s  country,  his  allegiance  to  his  lawful  fove- 
reign,  and  his  religion,  by  turning  Roman  catho- 
lic. Lord  Carteret  replied,  that  Mr.  Law  had, 
many  years  ago,  the  misfortune  to  kill  a  gentleman 
in  a  duel-,  but  that  having  at  laft  received  the  be- 
nefit of  the  king's  clemency,  and  the  appeal  lodged 
by  the  relations  of  the  deceafed  being  taken  off, 
he  was  come  over  to  plead  his  majefty's  pardon. 
He  faid  there  was  no  law  to  keep  any  Engiimman 
out  of  his  country  ;  and,  as  Mr.  Law  was  a  fub- 
ject  of  Great-Britain,  it  was  not  even  in  the  king's 
power  to  hinder  him  from  coming  over.  After 
fomc  difpute,  the  fubject  was  dropped,  and  this 
great  projector  pleaded  his  pardon  at  the  king's 
bench,  according  to  the  ufual  form. 

The  miniflry  had  by  this  time  lecnred  fuch  a  ma- 
jority in  both  houfes,  as  enabled  them  to  carry  any 
point  v/ithout  the  Icaft  difficulty.  Some  chiefs  of 
the  oppofition  they  had  brought  over  to  their  mea- 
fnres,  and  among  the  reft  lord  Harcourt,  who  was 
created  a  vifconnt,  and  gratified  with  a  penfion  of 
four  thoufand  pounds.  Neverthelefs,  they  could 
not  fhut  the  mouths  of  the'  minority,  who  ft  ill  pre- 
ferved  the  privilege  of  complaining.  Great  debates 
were  occasioned  by  the  navy-deb;,  which  was  in- 
creafed  to  one  million  icven  hundred  thoufand 
pounds.  Some  members  in  both  houfes  affirmed, 
that  fuch  extraordinary  expence  could  not  be  for 
the  immediate  lervice  of  Great- Britain ;  but,  in  all 
T  4  Pr°- 
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17*1.  probability,  for  the  prefervation  of  foreign  acquifi- 
tions.     The   minifters   anfwered,    that  near  two- 
thirds  of  the  navy- debts  were  contracted  in  the  late 
reign:  and  the  parliament  acquiefced  in  this  de- 
claration :  though,  jn  reality,   the  navy -debt  had 
been  unneceflarily  incrcafed  by  keeping  feamen  in 
pay  during  the  winter,  and  fending  fleets  to  the 
Mediterranean  and  Baltic,  in  order  to  fupport  the 
in'terefts  of  Germany.    •  The  duke  of   Wharton 
moved,  that  the  treaty  with  Spain  might  be  layed 
•ordStheU^Tr  Before  tne  houfe.     The  earl  of  Sundtrland  faid  it 
»Uh  s^i"  contained  a  fecret  article,  which  the  king  of  Spain 
defined  might  not  be  made  public,  until  after  the 
treaty  of  Cambray  mould  be  difcufled.     The  quef- 
tion  was  put,  and  the  duke's  motion  rejected.  The 
carl  of  Strafford  afferted,  that    as  the  war   with 
Spain  had  been   undertaken  without  neceflity  or 
juft  provocation,     fo   the    pence    was    concluded 
without  any  benefit  or  advantage  :  that,  contrary 
to  the  law  of  nations,  the  Spanifh  fleet  had  been 
attacked  without   any   declaration  of  war  •,  even 
while  a  Britifh  minifter  and  a  fecretary  of  ftate  were 
treating  amicably  at  Madrid :    that  the  war  was 
neither  juft  nor  politic,   fmce  it  interrupted  one  of 
the  moil  valuable  branches  of  the  Englifh  com- 
merce, at  a  time  when  the  nation  groaned  under 
the  preffure  of  heavy  debts,  incurred  by  the  former 
long  expenfive  war.     He  therefore  moved  for  an 
addrefs  to  his  majefly,  defiring,  that  the  initruc- 
tions  given  to  Sir  George  Byng,  now  lord  Torring- 
ton,  mould  be  layed  before  the  houfe.     This  mo- 
tion being  likewife,  upon  the  queftion,  rejected,  a 
proteft  was  entered,     They  voted  an  addrtfs,  how- 
ever, to   know  in  what  manner  the  king 'had  dif- 
pofed  of  the  (hips  taken  from  the  Spaniards.     Dif- 
putes  arofe  allb  from  the  bill  to  prevent  infection. 
Earl  Cowper  reprefented,  that  the  removal  of  per- 

ibns 
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fons  to  a  Lazaret,  or  peft- houfe,  by  order  of  the  A.c.i7zi. 
government,  and  the  drawing  lines  and  trenches, 
round  places  infected,  were  powers  unknown  to 
the  Britifh  ccnftitution,  incontinent  with  the  lenity 
of  a  free  government;  fuch  as  could  never  be 
v.'ifely  or  uiefully  put  in  practice  •,  the  more  odious 
becaufe  copied  from  the  arbitrary  government  of 
France  ±  and  impracticable,  except  by  military 
compv'fioh.  Theie  obnoxious  claufes  were  accord- 
ingly repealed,  though  not  without  great  oppofi- 
tion.  Indeed  nothing  can  be  more  abiurd  than  a 
conftitution  that  will  not  admit  of  juit  and  necef- 
farylaws  and  regulations  to  prevent  uu-  dire  con- 
fequences  of  the  worft  of  all  calamiti^..  Such  re- 
ftrictions,  inftead  of  favouring  the  lenity  of  a  free 
government,  would  be  the  moil  cruel  impoiition 
that  could  be  layed  on  a  free  people,  as  k  \vould 
act  in  diametrical  oppofnion  to  the  great  principle 
of  fociety,  which  is  the  prelervation  of  the  indivi- 
dual. 

The  quakers  having  prefented  a  petition  to  t-he'*«;tl011 
houfe  oi  commons,  praying  that  a  bill  might  be 
brought  in  for  omitting  in  their  folemn  affirma- 
tion, the  words,  "  In  the  prefence  of  Almighty 
"  God."  The  houfe  complied  wirii  their  re- 
queft  -,  but  the  bill  gave  rife  to  a  wirm  debate 
among  the  .peers.  L»r.  Atterbury,  bifhop  of  Ro- 
cheiler,  faid  he  did  not  know  why  fuch  a  dilim- 
guiming  mark  of  indulgence  mould  bs  allowed  to 
a  fet  of  people  who  were  hardly  chriftians.  He 
was  fupported  by  the  archbiihop  of  York,  the  earl 
of  Strarrbrd,  and  the  lord  North  and  Grey.  A 
petition  was  prefented  againft  the  bill  by  the  Lon- 
don clergy,  who  exprcfied  a  ferious  concern  left 
the  minds  of  good  m*n  mould  be  grieved  and 
wounded,  and  the  en--;  ics  of  Chriitiani,ty  triumph, 
when  they  mould  fee  fuch  condefcenfion  made  by  a 
chriftian  legiflature,  to  a  fet  of  men  who  renounce 

the 
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A.;O,  171?.  tne  Divine  inftitutions  of  Chrift  ;  particularly  that 
by  which  the  faithful   are  initiated  into  his  religi- 
on, and  denominated    chriftians.      The  petition, 
though  prefented  by  the  archbifhop  of  York,  was 
branded  by  the  miniftry  as  a  feditious   libel,  and 
rejected   by  the  majority.     Then,  upon  a  motion 
by  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  the  houfe  refolved,  that 
fuch  lords  as   might  enter  proteftations  with  rea- 
fons,  fhould  do  it  before  two  o'clock  on  the  next 
fitting  day,  and  fign  them  before  the  houfe  rifes. 
Tfcepariia-  The  fupplies  being  granted,   and  the  bufmefs  of 
Mved.dlf"    the  feffion  difpatched,  as  the  court  was  pleafed  to 
Annai..      dictate,  on  the  feventh  day  of  March  the  parlia- 
Deb.iaS'ri.  ment  was  prorogued.     In  a  few  days  it  was  difiblv- 
ec^5  anc^   anotner  convoked  by  proclamation.     In 
the  election  of  members  for  the  new  parliament, 
the  miniftry  exerted  itfelf  with  fuch  fuccefs,  as  re- 
turned a  great  majority  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
extremely  well  adapted  for  all  the  purpofes  of  an 
adminiftration  -f . 

A.  c.  1721.      In  the  beginning  of  May,  the  king  is  faid  to 

Rumours  of  have  received  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  full  andcer- 

ac(mfpiracy'tain   information   of    a  frefti    confpiracy    formed 

againft  his  perfon  and  government.     A  camp  was 

immediately  formed  in  Hyde-park.     All  military 

officers  were  ordered  to  repair  to  their  refpective 

commands.     Lieutenant-general   Maccartney  was 

difpatched  to  Ireland,  to  bring  over  fome  troops 

from  that  kingdom.     Some  fufpected  pcrfons  were 

f  Thf  carl  of  Sunderland  died  in  Come  time  prca'ly  impaired.     He  was 

A  ril,  alter  having  incurred  a  great  interred  in  WeftminfH- abbey,    witb 

load  of  popular  odium,  from  his  fup-  fuch   profufion   ot    funeral   pomp,    as 

pofed  connexions  with  the  directors  of  evinced  the  pride  andoftenlation,  much 

the  South  Tea   company.     He  was  a  more  than  the   tafle   anil   concern  of 

minifter  of  abilities,  hut  violent,  im-  thofo  who  dueled  hi«  obfrquies.     He 

petucur,  and  head  flrong.     His  death  was fu needed  as  maHrmt  the  ordnance> 

was  foon  followed   by  that   of  his  fa-  and  coloml  of  the   firft   regiment  of 

ther  in  law  the  great  duke  of  Mat  Ibo-  foot  g-urds,  by  the  earl  of  Cadogan, 
rough,  whofe  faculties  had  been  for 

appre- 
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apprehended  in  Scotland:  the  dates  of  Holland  A.  c,  i7az 
were  defined  to  have  their  auxiliary  or  guaranty 
troops  in  readinefs  to  be  embarked ;  and  colonel 
Churchill  was  fent  to  the  court  of  France  with  a 
private  commifiion.  The  apprehenfion  raifed  by 
this  fuppofed  plot,  affeclrd  the  public  •  credit. 
South  lea  flock  began  to  fall ;  and  crouds  of  peo- 
ple called  in  their  money  from  the  bank.  The 
lord  Townfhend  wrote  a  letter  to  the  mayor  of 
London,  by  the  king's  command,  fignifying  his 
majefty's  having  received  unqueflionable  advices, 
that  feveral  of  his  fubjedls  had  entered  into  a  wicked 
confpiracy,  in  concert  with  traitors  abroad,  for 
raifing  a  rebellion  in  favour  of  a  popifh  pretender ; 
but  that  he  was  firmly  afTured  the  authors  of  it 
neither  were  nor  would  be  fupported  by  any  foreign 
power.  This  letter  was  immediately  anfwered  by 
an  affectionate  addrefs  from  the  court  of  aldermen  ; 
and  the  example  of  London  was  followed  by  many 
other  cities  and  boroughs.  The  king  had  deter- 
mined to  vifit  Hanover,  and  actually  fettled  a  re- 
gency, in  which  the  prince  of  Wales  was  not  in- 
cluded :  but  now  this  intended  journey  was  laid 
afide  :  the  court  was  removed  to  Kenfington,  and 
the  prince  retired  to  Richmond.  The  bifhop  of  Thebifllo 
Rochefter  having  been  feized,  with  his  papers,  ofRochef.or 
was  examined  before  a  committee  of  the  council,  J^™^' 
who  committed  him  to  the  Tower  for  high  treafon.  Tower. 
The  earl  of  Orrery,  the  lord  North  and  Grey, 
Mr.  Cocliran,  and  Mr.  Smith,  from  Scotland,  and 
Mr.  Chriftopher  Layer,  ^a  young  gentleman  of  the 
Temple,  were  confined  in  the  fame  place.  Mr. 
George  Kelly,  an  Iri(h  clergyman,  Mr.  Robert 
Cotton  of  Huntingtonmire,  Mr.  Bingley,  Mr. 
Fleetwood,  Neynoe  an  Irifh  prieft,  and  feveral 
perfons,  were  taken  into  cuftody ;  and  Mr.  Ship- 
pen's  houfe  was  fearched.  After  bifhop  Atter- 
bury  had  remained  a  fortnight  in  the  Tower,  Sir 

Con- 
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A; c.  1712.  Conftantine  Phipps  preferred  a  petition  to  the  court 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  in  the  name  of  Mrs.  Morris^ 
-  that  prelate's  daughter,  praying,  that,  in  confide-, 
ration  cf  the  bimop's  ill  ftate  of  h^.kh,  he  might 
be  either  brought  to  a  fpeedy  trial,  bailed,  or  dif- 
ernrgcd  :  bun  this  was  ever -ruled.  The  church- 
men' through  the  whole  kingdom  were 'filled  with 
indignation  at  the.  confinement  of  a  biftiop,  which 
they  faid  was  an  outrage  upon  the  church  of  EngV 
land,  an.d  the  epifcopal  order.  Far  from  conced- 
ing their  fentiments  on  this  fubjec"b,  the  clergy  ven- 
tured- to  offer  up  public  prayers  for  his  health,  in 
aLnoft  all  the  churches  and  chapels  of  London  and 
Weftminfter.  In  the  mean  time,  the  king,  attend- 
ed by  the  prince  of  Wales,  made  a  fummer-pro- 
grefs  through  the  weflern  counties. 

NWpar-  The  new  parliament  being  afTembled  on  the 
ninth  day  of  October,  his  majefty  made  them  ac- 
quainted with -the  narure  of  the  confpiracy.  He 
laid  the  confpirators  had",'  by  their  emiflarles,  made 
the  ftrongeft  inftances  for  fuccours  from  foreign 
powers;  but  were  diiappointed  in  their  expecta- 
tions. Heverthelefs,  confiding  in  their  numbers, 
they  refoFved  once  more,  upon  their  own  ftrength, 
to  attempt  the  fubverfion  of  his  government.  He 
faid  they  had  provided  confiderable  fums  of  money, 
engaged  great  numbers  of  officers  from  abroad, 
fecured  large  quantities  of  arms  and  ammunition  ; 
,  and,  had  not  ,the  plot  been  timely  difcovered,  the 
whole  nation,  and  particularly  the  city  of  London, 
would  have  been  involved  in  blood  and  confufion. 
He  expatiated  upon  the  mildnefs  and  integrity  of 
his  own  government  •,  and  inveighed  againft  the 
rhgratitude,  the  implacability,  and  madneis  of  the 
difatfecled ;  concluding  with  an  afiurance,  that  he 
would  fteadily  adhere  to  the  conftitution  in  church 
and  ftate,  and  continue  to  make  the  laws  of  the 
realm  the  rule  and  meafure  of  all  his  actions.  Such 

adJreffes 
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addrefTes  were  prefentecj  by  both  houfes  as  the  fears  A-  c-  »7«« 
and  attachment  of  the  majority  may  be  fuppofed  to 
have  dictated  on  fuch  an  occai'ion.  A  bill  was 
brought  into  the  hpdfe  of  lords,  for  fufbending  the 
habeas  corpus  ace  for  a  whole  year  :  but  they  were 
far  from  being  unanimous  in  agreeing  to  fuch  an 
unufal  length  of  time.  By  this  fu!penficn,  they, 
in  effect,  vefted  the  mini  fay  with  a  dictatorial 
power  over  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

The  oppofition  in  the  houfe  of  commons  was  ib 
violent,  that  Mr.  Robert  V/  a!  pole  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  alarm  their  apprehenfions  by  a  dreadful 
flory  of  a  dcfjgn  to  fe-ize  th.  J  the  ex- 

chequer, and  thrn  proclaim  the  pretender  on  the 
Royal  Exchange.  Their  pafiions  being  jn  named 
by  this  ridiculous  artifice,  they  fulled  the  .bill, 
which  immediately  received  th-  '-nt.  The 

duke  of  Norfolk  being  brought  from  Bath,  was 
examined  before  the  council,  and  committed  to 
the  Tower  on  fufpicion  of  high-treaibn.  On  the 
iix'teenth  day  of  November,  the  king  fent  to  the 
houfe  of  peers  the  original,  and  printed  copy,  of  a 
declaration  figned  by  the  pretender.  It  was  dated  Deckr 
at  Lucca  on  the  twentieth  day  of  September,  in  the  ' 
prefent  year,  and  appeared  to  be  a  propofal  ad- 
drefled  to  the  fubjects  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland, 
as  well  as  to  all  foreign  princes  and  ftates.  In  this 
paper,  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George  having  mention- 
ed the  late  violations  of  the  freedom  of  elections  ; 
confpiracies  invented  to  give  a  colour  to  new  op- 
preffions  ;  infamous  infcrrners  ;  and  the  ftate  of 
profcription,  in  which  he  fuppofed  every  honefl 
man  to  be,  very  gravely  propofed,  that  if  king 
George  would  relinquish  to  him  the  throne  of 
Great-Britain,  he  would,  in  return,  bellow  upon, 
him  the  title  of  king  in  his  native  dominions,  and 
invite  all  other  ilai-.,  t>  confirm  it  :  he  iikewife 
jpromifed  to  leave  to  king  George  his  lucceffion  to 

the 
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.c.,741.  ^  Bririfh  dominions  fecure,  whenever,  in  due 
courfe,  his  natural  right  (honld  take  place.  The 
lords  unanimbufly  reJJlved,  that  this  declaration 
was  a  falfe,  infolent,  and  traitorous  libel ;  and  or- 
dered it  to  be  burned  at  the  Royal- Exchange.  The 
commons  concurred  in  theie  refolutions.  Both 
houfes  joined  in  an  addrefs,  exprefling  their  utmoft 
afloniihment  and  indignation  at  the  furprifing  in- 
folence  of  the  pretender  -,  and  alluring  his  majefty, 
they  were  determined  to  fupport  his  title  to  the 
crown  with  their  lives  and  fortunes.  The  com- 
mons prepared  a  bill  for  raifing  one  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  upon  the  real  and  perfonal  eftates  of 
all  papifts,  or  perfons  educated  in  the  popifh  re- 
ligion, towards  defraying  the  expences  occafioned 
by  the  late  rebellion  and  diforders.  This  bill, 
though  ftrenuouQy  oppofed  by  fome  moderate 
members,  as  a  fpecies  of  perfecution,  was  fent  up 
to  the  houfe  of  lords,  together  with  another  oblig- 
ing all  perfons,  being  papifts,  in  Scotland,  and  all 
perfons  in  Great-Britain  refilling  and  neglefting  to 
take  the  oaths  appointed  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
king's  perfon  and  government,  to  regifter  their 
names  and  real  eftates.  Both  thefe  bills  parted 
through  the  upper  houfe  without  amendments, 
and  received  the  royal  fanftion. 

Mr.  Layer  being  brought  to  his  trial  at  the 
king's  bench,  on  the  twenty- firft  day  of  Novem- 
ber, was  convicted  of  having  inlifted  men  for  the 
pretender's  fervice,  in  order  to  ftir  up  a  rebellion  ; 
Rep«it  of  and  received  fentence  of  death.  He  was  reprieved 
for  fome  time,  and  examined  by  a  committee  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  :  but  he  either  could  not, 
or  would  not,  difcover  the  particulars  of  the  con- 
fpiracy  -,  to  that  he  fufFered  death  at  Tyburn,  and 
his  head  was  fixed  up  at  Temple-bar.  Mr.  Pul- 
teney,  chairman  of  the  committee,  reported  to 
the  houfe,  that,  from  the  examination  of  Layer  and 

'others, 
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others,  a  defign  had  been  formed  by  perfons  of  ^ 
figure  and  distinction  at  home,  in  conjunction  with 
traitors  abroad,  for  placing  the  pretender  on  the 
throne  of  thefe  realms  :  that  their  firft  intention 
was  to  procure  a  body  of  foreign  troops  to  invade 
the  kingdom  at  the  time  of  the  late  elections-,  but 
the  conlpirators  being  disappointed  in  this  expecta- 
tion, relblved  to  make  an  attempt  at  the  time  that 
it  was  generally  believed  the  king  intended  to  go 
to  Hanover,  by  the  help  of  luch  officers  and  foldiers 
as  could  pafs  into  England  unobferved,  from 
abroad,  under  the  command  of  the  late  duke  of 
Ormond,  who  was  to  have  landed  in  the  river  with 
a  great  quantity  of  arms,  provided  in  Spain  for 
that  purpofe ;  at  which  time  the  Tower  was  to 
have  been  feized.  That  this  fcheme  being  alfo  de- 
feated by  the  vigilance  of  the  government,  they 
deferred  their  enterprize  till  the  breaking  up  of  the 
camp  i  and,  in  the  mean  time,  employed  their 
agents  to  corrupt  and  feduce  the  officers  and  fol- 
diers of  the  army  :  that  it  appeared  from  feveral 
letters  and  circumftances,  that  the  kte  duke  of 
Ormond,  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  the  earl  of  Orrery, 
the  loid  North  and  Grey,  and  the  bifhop  of  Ro- 
chefter,  were  concerned  in  this  confpiracy  :  that 
their  acting  agents  were  Chriftopher  Layer  and 
John  Plunket,  who  travelled  with  him  to  Rome  ; 
Dennis  Kelly,  George  Kelly,  and  Thomas  Carte, 
nonjuring  clergymen  •,  Neynoe  the  Irifh  prieft,  who 
by  this  time  was  drowned  in  the  river  Thames,  irt 
attempting  to  make  his  efcape  from  the  meffenger's 
honk,  Mrs.  Spilman,  alias  Yallop,  and  John 
Sample. 

This  pretended  confpirary,  in  all  likelihood,  ex- 
tended no  farther  thaji  the  firft  rudiments  of  a  de- 
fign that  was  never  digeited  into  any  regular  form ; 
othcrwife  the  perlbns  laid  to  be  concerned  in  it 
muil  have  been  infatuated  to  a  degree  of  frenzy  : 

for 
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A  c.  1712.  £or  tney  were  charged  with  having  made  applica- 
tion to  the  regent  of  France,  who  was  well  known 
to  be  intimately  connected  with  the  king  of  Great- 
Britain.  The  houfe  of  commons,  however,  relblv- 
ed,  that  it  was  a  deteftable  and  horrid  conipiracy, 
for  railing  a  rebellion,  feizing  the  Tower  and  the 
city  of  London,  laying  violent  hands  upon  the  per- 
fons  of  his  mod  facred  majefty  and  the  prince  of 
Wales,  in  order  to  fubvert  our  prefent  happy  efta- 
blimment  in  church  and  ftate,  by  placing  a  popifh 
pretender  upon  the  throne  :  that  it  was  formed 
and  carried  on  by  peribns  of  figure  and  diftinction, 
and  their  agents  and  inftruments,  in  conjunction 
with  traitors  abroad.  Bills  were  brought  in  and 
paffed,  for  inflicting  pains  and  penalties  againft 
John  Pluriket  and  George  Kelly,  who  were  by  thele 
acts  to  be  kept  in  clofe  cuftndy  during  his  majefty's 
pleafure,  in  any  prifon  in  Great-Britain  •,  and  that 
they  Ihould  not  attempt  to  eicape  on  pain  of  death-, 
to  be  inflicted  upon  them  and  their  affiitants.  Mr. 
fnd  poS*'  Yonge  made  a  motion  for  a  bill  of  the  fame  nature 
tiesagainft  againft  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter.  This  was  imme- 
*  Koch?  diately  brought  into  the  houfe,  though  Sir  William 
Act.  Wyndham  affirmed  there  was  no  evidence  againft 
him  but  conjectures  and  hearfays.  The  bifhop 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  fpcaker,  importing,  that 
though  confcious  of  his  own  innocence,  he  mould 
decline  giving  the  houfe  any  trouble  that  day,  con- 
tenting himfelf  with  the  opportunity  of  making  his 
defence  before  another,  of  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  be  a  member.  Counfel  being  heard  for 
the  bill,  it  was  committed  to  a  grand  committee  on 
the  fixth  day  of  April,  when  the  majority  of  the 
Tory  members  quitted  the  houfc.  It  was  then 
moved,  that  the  bimop  fhou'.d  be  deprived  of  his 
office  and  benefice,  and  baniThed  the  kingdom  for 
ever  :  Mr,  Lawibn  and  Mr.  Oglethcrp  fpoke  in  his 
favour. 

The 
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The  bill  being  pa  fled  and  fent  up  to  the  lords,  A-c-  «7«. 
the  bimop  was  brought  to  his  trial  before  them  on 
the  ninth  of  May.  Himfelf  and  his  counfel  hav- 
ing been  heard,  the  lords  proceeded  to  confider 
the  articles  of  the  bill  -,  when  they  read  it  a  third 
time,  a  motion  was  made  to  pals  it,  and  then  a 
long  and  warm  debate  enfued.  Earl  Powlet  de- 
monflrated  the  danger  and  injuftice  of 'fwerving 
in  fuch  an  extraordinary  manner  from  the  fixed 
rules  of  evidence.  The  duke  of  Wharton  having 
fummed  up  the  depofitions,  and  proved  the  infuffi- 
ciency  of  them,  concluded  with  faying,  that  let  the 
confequences  be  what  they  would,  he  hoped  Inch  a 
hellifh  ftain  would  never  fully  the  luftre  and  glory 
of  that  illuftrious  houfe,  as  to  condemn  a  man 
without  the  leaft  evidence.  The  lord  Bathurft 
fpoke  againft  the  bill  with  equal  ftrength  and 
eloquence.  He  faid,  if  fuch  extraordinary  pro- 
ceedings were  countenanced,  he  law  nothing  re- 
maining for  him  and  others  to  do,  but  to  retire  to 
their  country- houfes,  and  there,  if  poffible,  quietly 
enjoy  their  eftates  within  their  own  families,  fince 
the  leaft  correfpondence,  the  leaft  intercepted  letter 
might  be  made  criminal.  He  obferved,  that  car- 
dinal Mazarin  boafted,  that  if  he  had  but  t\vr> 
lines  of  any  man's  writing,  he  could,  by  means  of 
a  few  circumftances,  attefted  by  witneffes,  deprive 
him  of  life  at  his  pleafure.  Turning  to  the  bench. 
of  bifhops,  who  had  been  generally  unfavourable 
to  Dr.  Atterbury,  he  faid,  he  could  hardly  ac- 
count for  the  inveterate  hatred  and  malice  fome 
perlbns  bore  the  learned  and  ingenious  bilhop  of 
Rochefter,  unlefs  they  were  intoxicated  with  the 
infatuation  of  fome  lavage  Indians,  who  believed 
they  inherited  not  only  the  fpoils,  but  even 
the  abilities  of  any  great  enemy  whom  they  had 
killed  in  battle.  The  bill  was  fupported  by  the 
duke  of  Argyle,  the  earl  of  Seafteld,  and  the  lord 

NuMB.XCVII.  U  Lech- 
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A.  c.  i7i2.fLechmere,  who  was   anfwered   by  earl  Cowper. 
This  nobleman  obferved,  that  the  ftronge'ft  argu- 
ment urged   in  behalf  of  the  bill,  was  necefiky  ; 
but  that,  for  his  part,  he  faw  no  necefiity  that  could 
juftify  fuch  unprecedented,    and  fuch  dangerous 
proceedings,  as   the  confpiracy  had  above  twelve 
months  before  been  happily  difcovered,  and  the 
effects  of  it  prevented  :  that,    befides  the  intrinfic 
weight  and  ftrength  of  the  government,  the  hands 
of  thofe  at  the  helm  had  been  ftill  further  fortified 
by  the  fufpenfion   of  the  habeas  corpus  act,  and 
the  additional  troops  which  had  been  raifed.     He 
faid,  the  known  rules  of  evidence,  as  laid  down  at 
firft,  and  eftablifhed  by  the  law  of  the  land,  were 
the  birthright  of  every  fubject  in  the  nation,  and 
ought  to  be  conftantly  obferved,    not  only  in  the 
inferior  courts   of  judicature,   but    alfo  in  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  till  altered  by  the  legiflature  : 
that  the  admitting  of  the  precarious  and  uncertain 
evidence  of  the  clerks  of  the  poft- office,  was  a  very 
dangerous  precedent.      In  former   times    it   was 
thought  very  grievous,  that  in  capital  cafes  a  man 
mould   be  affected   by  fimilitude  of  hands ;  but 
here  the  cafe  was  much  worfe,  fince  it  was  allow- 
ed, that  the  clerks  of  the  poft  office  could  carry  the 
fimilitude   of  hands  four  months   in  their  minds, 
He  applauded  the  bifhop's  noble  deportment  in 
declining  to  anfwer  before  the  houfe  of  commons,, 
whole  proceedings  in  this  unprecedented  manner, 
againft  a  lord  of  parliament,  was  fuch  an  incroach- 
ment  on  the  prerogative  of  the  peerage,  that  if  they 
fubmitted  to  it,  by  pafllng  the  bill,  they  might  be 
termed  the  laft  of  Britifh  peers,  for  giving  up  their 
antjent  privileges.     The  other  party  were  not  fo 
follicitous  about  anfwering  reafons,  as  eager  to  put 
the  queftion  j  when  the  bill  paffed,  and  a  proteft 
was  entered.     By  this  act  the  bifliop  was  deprived 
of  all  offices,  benefices,   and  dignities  •,  and  ren- 
dered 
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dered  incapable  of  enjoying  any  for  the  future  :  A  c-  »-«. 
he  was    banifhed   the  realm,  and  lubjefted  to  the  «ho  h  de- 
pains  of  death,  in  cafe  he  fliould  return,   as  were  Jj™'^  ?^ 
all  perfons  that  fhould  correfpond  with  him  during  perpetual 
his  exile.     Doctor  Freind  the  celebrated  phyfician, ejule* 
\vho  was  a  member  of  the  houfe,  and  had  exerted 
himfclf  ftrenuoufly  in  behalf  of  the  bimop,  was  now 
taken  into  cuftody  on  fufpicion  of  treafonable  prac- 
tices. 

The  next  object  that  excited  the  refentment  of  Freezings 
the  commons,  was  the  fcheme  of  a  lottery  to  be  ^n^c~ 
drawn  at  Harburgh  in  the  king's  German  domi- cemed  in  the 
nions.  The  .houfe  appointed  a  committee  to  in-  JJ" 
quire  into  this  and  other  lotteries,  at  that  time  on 
foot  in  London.  The  fcheme  was  published,  on 
pretence  of  raifmg  a  fubfcription  for  maintaining  a 
trade  between  Great-Britain  and  the  king's  terri- 
tories on  the  Elbe  ;  but  it  was  a  myfterious  fcene 
of  iniquity,  which  the  committee,  with  all  their 
penetration,  could  not  fully  difcover.  They  re- 
ported, however,  that  it  was  an  infamous  fraudulent 
undertaking,  whereby  many  unwary  perfons  had 
been  drawn  in,  to  their  great  lofs  :  and,  that  the 
manner  of  carrying  it  on  had  been  a  manifeft  vio- 
lation of  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  :  that  the  mana- 
gers and  agents  of  this  lottery  had,  without  any 
authority  for  fo  doing,  made  ufe  of  his  majefty's 
royal  name,  thereby  to  give  countenance  to  the 
infamous  project,  and  induce  his  majefty's  fubjects 
to  engage  or  be  concerned  therein.  A  bill  was 
brought  in  to  fupprefs  this  lottery  ;  and  to  oblige 
the  managers  of  it  to  make  reftitution  of  the 
money  they  had  received  from  the  contributors. 
At  the  fame  time  the  houle  refolved,  That  John 
lord  vifcount  Barrington  had  been  notorioufly 
guilty  of  promoting,  abutting,  and  carrying  on 
that  fraudulent  undertaking-,  for  which  offence  he 
Ihould  be  expelled  the  houfe.  The  court  of 
U  2  Vienna 
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A.  c.  1722.  Vienna  having  erected  an  Eaft-India  company  at 
Oftend,  upon  a  fcheme  formed  by  one  Colebrook 
an  Englifh  merchant,  Sir  Nathaniel  Gould  repre- 
fented  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  the  great  detri- 
ment which  the  Englifh  Eaft-India  company  had 
already  received,  and  was  likely  further  to  iuftain 
by  this  Oftend  company.  The  houfe  immediately 
refolved,  That  for  the  fubjects  of  this  kingdom  to 
iubfcribe,  or  (be  concerned  in  encouraging  any 
fubfcription,  to  promote  an  Eaft-India  company 
now  erecting  in  the  Auitrian  Netherlands,  was  a 
high  crime  and  mifdemeanour :  and  a  law  was  en- 
acted for  preventing  Britifh  fubjects  from  engaging 
in  that  enterprize.  By  another  aft  relating  to  the 
South-fea  company,  the  two  millions  of  flock 
which  had  been  annihilated,  were  revived,  added 
to  the  capital,  and  divided  among  the  proprietors. 
A  third  law  palled,  for  the  more  effectual  execu- 
tion of  juftice  in  a  part  of  Southwark,  called  the 
Mint,  where  a  great  number  of  debtors  had  taken 
fanftuary,  on  the  tuppofuion  that  it  was  a  privi- 
ledged  place.  On  the  twenty-ieventh  of  May  the 
feiTion  was  clofcd,  with  a  fpeech  that  breathed  no- 
thing but  panegyric,  acknowledgment,  and  affec- 
tion, to  a  parliament  which  had  complied  with  all 
his  majefty-'s  wifhes. 

His  majefty  having  ennobled  the  fon  of  Mr. 
Robert  Walpole,  in  confideration  of  the  father's 
lervices,  made  a  good  number  of  chuich-promo- 
tions,  admitted  the  imprilbned  lords  and  gentle- 
men to  bail,  granted  a  pardon  to  lord  Bolingbroke, 
and  ordered  the  biihop  of  Rochefter  to  be  convey- 
ed to  the  continent,  let  out  himfelf  for  Hanover, 
leaving  the  adminiftration  of  his  kingdoms  in  the 
hands  of  a  regency,  lord  Harcourt  being  one  of 
the  juftices.  The  king  was  attended  by  the  two 
fecretaries,  the  lords  Townfhend  and  Carteret,  who 
were  counted  able  negotiators.  The  affairs  of  the 

con- 
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continent  had  begun  to  take  a  new  turn.  The  Ai  c  '7«*. 
inter-fts  and  connexions  of  the  different  princes  A&™  of 
were  become  perplexed  and  embarrafled  -,  and  n^.0"' 
king  George  refolved  to  unravel  them  by  dint  of 
negotiation.  Understanding  that  a  treaty  was  on 
the  carpet  between  the  czar  and  the  king  of 
Sweden,  favourable  to  the  duke  of  Holftein's  pre- 
tenfions  to  Slefwick,  the  pofleffion  of  which  the 
elector  of  Hanover  had  guarantied  to  Denmark, 
his  majefty  began  to  be  in  pain  for  Bremen  and 
Verden.  The  regent  of  France  and  the  king  of 
Spain  had  now  compromifcd  all  differences  •  and 
their  reconciliation  was  cemented  by  a  double  mar- 
riage between  Philip's  fons  and  the  regent's 
daughters.  The  former  propofed  new  treaties  ta 
England ;  but  infifted  upon  the  reftitution  of 
Gibraltar  and  Portmahon,  as  well  as  upon  the 
king's  openly  declaring  againft  the  Oftend  com- 
pany. His  Britannic  majefty  was  apprehenfive, 
that  mould  the  emperor  be  hard  prefled  on  that 
fubject,  he  might  join  the  czar  and  the  king  of 
Sweden,  and  promote  their  defigns  in  favour  of 
the  duke  of  Holftein.  On  the  other  hand,  all  the 
Italian  powers  exclaimed  againft  the  treaty  of 
London.  The  pope  had  protefted  againft  any 
thing  that  might  have  been  decided  at  Cambray  to 
the  prejudice  of  his  right.  Memorials  to  the  fame 
effect  had  been  prefcnted  by  the  king  of  Sardinia, 
the  dukes  of  Tufcany,  Parma,  and  Modena.  France 
and  Spain  were  inclined  to  fupport  them  againft 
the  houfe  of  Auftria.  Europe  leemed  to  be  on  the 
eve  of  a  new  war.  King  George  was  intangled  in 
fuch  a  variety  of  treaties  and  interefts,  that  he 
knew  not  well  how  to  extricate  himfelf  from  the 
troublelome  engagements  he  had  contracted.  By 
declaring  for  the  emperor  he  muft  have  counte- 
nanced the  new  eftablimment  at  Oftend,  which 
was  io  prejudicial  to  his  Britiih  fubjtcts,  and  in- 
U  3  curred 
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A.  c.  i722»  curred  the  refentment  of  France,  Spain,  and  their 
allies  of  Italy.  In  renouncing  the  intereft  of  the 
emperor,  he  would  have  expofed  his  German  do- 
minions. In  vain  he  exhorted  the  emperor  to  relax 
in-  his  difputes  with  Spain,  and  give  up  the  Oftend 
company,  which  was  fo  detrimental  and  difagree- 
able  to  his  faithful  allies  :  the  court  of  Vienna  pro- 
mifed  in  general  to  obferve  the  treaties  which  it 
had  concluded ;  but,  declined  entering  into  any 
particular  difcuffion  ;  fo  that  all  his  majefty's  en- 
deavours iflued  in  contracting  clofer  connexions  with 
Pruflia  and  Denmark.  All  thofe  negotiations  car-  _ 
ried  on,  all  thofe  treaties  concluded  by  king 
George,  with  almoil  every  prince  and  ftate  in 
Chriftendom,  which  lucceeded  one  another  fo  fail,  • 
and  appear,  at  firil  view,  fo  intricate  and  unac- 
countable, were  founded  upon  two  fimple  and 
natural  principles,  namely,  the  defire  of  afcertain- 
ing  his  acquifitions  as  eledor  of  Hanover  ;  and  his 
refolution  to  fecure  himfelf  againft  the  difaffection 
of  his  Britifh  fubjects,  and  the  efforts  of  the  pre- 
tender. 

Great  Britain,  at  this  period,  enjoyed  profound 
tranquillity.     Ireland  was  a  little  ruffled  by  an  in- 
cident which  feems  to  have  been  milreprefented  to 
the  people  of  that  kingdom.     William  Wood  had 
obtained  a  patent  for  furnifhing  Ireland  with  cop- 
per currency,  in  which  it  was  deficient.     A  great 
clamour  in  clamour  was  raifed  againft  this  coin.     The  parlia- 
itehnd  on    ment  of  that  kingdom,  which  met  in  September, 
wood'-s0    refolved,  That  it  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  re- 
cwnage.      venue,  deftrudlive  of  trade,  and  of  dangerous  con-» 
fequence  to   the  rights  of  the  fubjedb :  That  the 
patent  had  been   obtained    by  miireprefentation  : 
That  the  halfpence  wanted  weight :  That  even,  if 
the  terms  of  the  patent  had  been  complied  with, 
there  would  have  been  a  great  lofs  to  the  nation  ; 
That  granting  the  power  of  coinage  to  a  private 

perfoi> 
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perfon  had  ever  been  highly  prejudicial  to  theA-c>|7"' 
kingdom  ;  and  would  at  all  times  be  of  dangerous 
confequence.  Addreffes  from  both  houfes  were 
prefented  to  the  king  on  this  fubject.  The  affair 
was  referred  to  the  lords  of  the  privy  council  of 
England.  They  juitified  the  conduct  of  the 
patentee,  upon  the  report  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  and 
other  officers  of  the  mint,  who  had  made  the  afTay 
and  trial  of  Wood's  halfpence  ;  and  found  he  had 
complied  with  the  terms  of  the  patent.  They  de- 
clared, that  this  currency  exceeded  in  goodnefs, 
fmenefs,  and  value  of  metal,  all  the  copper  money 
which  had  been  coined  for  Ireland,  in  the  reigns  of 
king  Charles  II.  king  James  II.  king  William  and 
queen  Mary.  .  The  privy  council  likewife  demon- 
ftrated,  that  his  majefty's  predeceffors  had  always 
exerciled  the  undoubted  prerogative  of  granting 
patents  for  copper  coinage  in  Ireland  to  private 
perfons  :  that  none  of  thele  patents  had  been  fo 
beneficial  to  the  kingdom  as  this  granted  to  Wil- 
liam Wood,  who  had  not  obtained  it  in  an  unpre- 
cedented manner  •,  but  after  a  reference  to  the  at- 
torney and  follicitor-general,  and  after  Sir  Ifaac; 
Newton  had  been  confulted  in  every  particular : 
finally,  they  proved,  by  a  great  number  of  wit- 
nefles,  that  there  was  a  real  want  of  fuch  money  in 
Ireland.  Notwithstanding  this  decifion,  the  fer- 
ment of  the  Irifli  nation  was  induftrioufly  kept  up 
by  clamour,  pamphlets,  papers,  and  lampoons, 
written  by  Dean  Swift,  and  other  authors  -,  fo  that 
Wood  voluntarily  reduced  his  coinage  from  the 
value  of  one  hundred  thoufand  to  that  of  forty 
thoufand  pounds.  Thus  j:he  noife  was  filenced. 
The  commons  of  Ireland  parTcd  an  acl:  for  ac- 
cepting the  affirmation  of  the  quakers  inftead  of 
an  oath;  and  voted  three  hundred  and  forty 
thoufand  pounds  towards  difchfrging  the  debt  of 
U  4  the 
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A.  c.  1723.  the  nation,  which  amounted  to  about  double  that 
fnm. 

In  the  month  of  Odober  England  loft  a  worthy 
nobleman  in  the  death  ot  earl  Cowper,  who  had 
twice  difcharged  the  office  of  lord  chancellor,  with 
equal  difcernment   and  integrity.     He   was  pro- 
foundly fkilled  in  the  laws  of  his  country  ;  in  his 
apprehenfion  quick  and  penetrating  -,  in  his  judg- 
D«th  of  the  ment  clear  and  determinate.     He  pofiefTed  a  manly 
J.uans.°f°r"  eloquence:  his  manner  was  agreeable,  and  deport- 
ment graceful.    This  year  was  likewife  remarkable 
for  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  regent  of 
France,  who,  fince  the  deceale  of  Lewis  XIV.  had 
ruled  that  nation  with  the  moil  abfolute  authority. 
He  was  a  prince  of  tafte  and  fpirit,   endowed  with 
fhining  talents  for  empire,  which  he  did  not  fail  to 
dilplay,  even  in  the  midft  of  effeminate  purfuits  and 
idle  debauchery.     From  the  infirm  conrtitution  of 
the  infant  king,  he  had  conceived  hopes  of  afcend- 
ing  the  throne,  and  taken  his  meaiures  according- 
ly ;  but  the  young  monarch's   health  began  to  be 
eftabliftied,  and  ajl  the  duke's  fchemes  were  defeat- 
ed by  an  apoplexy,  of  which  he  died  in  the  fiftieth 
year  of  his  age,  after  having  nominated  the  duke 
of  Bourbon  as  prime  miniller.     King  George  im- 
mediately received  ailurances  of  the  good  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  French  court,  to  cultivate  and  even  im- 
prove the  good  understanding  ib  happily  eftablim- 
ed between  France  and  Great  Britain.     The  king 
arrived  in  England  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  Decem- 
ber ;  and  on  the  ninth  of  January  the  parliament 
was  afiembled.  His  mujefty,  in  his  fpeech,  recom- 
mended to   the  commons  the  care  of  the  public 
debts ;  and  he  exprefled  his  fatisfaftion  at  teeing 
the  finking  fund  improved  and  augmented,    fo  as 
to  put  the  debt  of  the  nation  into  a  method  of  being 
iptediiy  and  gradually  difcharged. 

This 
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This  was  the  repeated  theory  of  patriotifm,  A-c-  '7*3« 
which  unhappily  for  the  fubjefts  was  never  reduced 
to  practice  :  not,  but  that  a  beginning  of  fiich  a 
laudable  work  was  made  in  this  very  feflion,  by  an  £jcn?ng°th« 
aft  for  leflening  the  public  debts,  by  which  it  was  public  debt*. 
provided,  that  the  annuities  at  five  per  cent, 
charged  on  the  general  fund  by  a  former  aft,  ex- 
cept luch  as  had  been  fubfcribed  into  the  South- 
fea,  together  with  the  unfublcribed  blanks  of  the 
lottery,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  fourteen,  mould  be  payed  off  at  Lady  day  of 
the  year  next  enfuing,  with  the  money  arifing  from 
the  finking  fund.  The  miniftry  however,  did  not 
perfevere  in  this  path  of  prudent  oeconomy.  The 
commons  granted  all  the  fupplies  that  were  de- 
manded. They  voted  ten  thoufand  feamen  •,  and 
the  majority,  though  not  without  violent  oppofi- 
tion,  agreed  to  maintain  four  thoufand  additional 
troops  which  had  been  raifed  in  the  preceding 
year;  fo  that  the  eftablifhment  of  the  land  forces 
amounted  to  eighteen  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
fixtv  four.  The  expence  of  the  year  was  defrayed 

i        i  11  -ri  i 

by  a  land-tax  and  malt-tax.     The   commons  hav- 
ing  di  (patched  the  fupply,  took  into  confideration  a'jj1 
grievance  arifing  from  protections  granted  by  fo  K.  George, 
reign    miniiters,   peers,   and    members  of  parlia- Tindal- 
ment,  undfer  which  profligate  perlbns  ufed  to  fcreen 
themfelves  from  the  proiecution  of  their  juft  cre- 
ditors.    The  commons  reiblved,  That  all  protec- 
tions granted  by  members  of  that  houfe  mould  be 
declared  void,  and  immediately  withdrawn.     The 
lords  made  a  declaration  to  the  fame  purpofe,  with 
an  exception  of  menial  fervants,  and  thofe  necefia- 
rily  employed  about  the  eftates  of  pee/s  *.     On  the 

twenty- 

•  The  duke  of  Newcastle  was  now     of  Grafton  lord  chamber'ain  ;  and  lord 
appointed  fecietaty  of  flate  ;  ihe  duke     Carteret  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland 
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A.C.  1 724- twenty-fourth  day  of  April  his  majefty  clofed  the 
fefiion  in  the  ufual  manner ;  made  ibme  alterations 
in  the  dilpofition  of  the  great  offices  of  ftate  j  and 
feat  Mr.  Horatio  Walpole  as  ambafiador-extraor- 
dinary  to  the  court  of  France. 

pwiip  king      jn  tne   bepinnjng  of  this  year  Philip   king  of 

of  Spain  ab-  .    .  c'          .    ,o  ,  .  *  .  n  - 

dkates  the  Spain,  retiring  with  his  queen  to  the  monaitery  ot 
throne.  gt^  Ildefonfo,  fent  the  marquis  of  Grimaldi,  his 
principal  fecretary  of  ftate,  to  his  fon  the  prince  of 
Afturias,  with  a  folemn  renunciation  of  the  crown, 
and  a  letter  of  advice,  in  which  he  exhorted  him  to 
cultivate  the  Blefled  Virgin  with  the  warmeft  de- 
votion i  and  put  himfdf  and  his  kingdoms  under 
her  protection.  The  renunciation  was  publifhed 
through  the  whole  monarchy  of  Spain ;  and  the 
council  of  Caftile  reiblved,  That  Lewis  might  af> 
fume  the  reins  of  government  without  aflembling 
the  cortez.  The  Englifh  minifter  at  Paris  was  m- 
ftru&ed  to  interpoie  in  behalf  of  the  French  pro- 
tcftants,  againft  whom  a  levere  edict  had  been 
lately  publifhed ;  but  his  remonftrances  produced 
no  effect.  England,  in  the  mean  time,  was  quite 
barren  of  fuch  events  as  deferve  a  place  in  hiftory. 
The  government  was  now  firmly  eftablithed  on  the 
neck  of  oppofition  •,  and  commerce  fiourifhed  even 
under  the  load  of  grievous  impofition. 

The  next  parliament,  which  met  on  the  twelfth 
day  of  November,  leemed  to  be  affembled  for  no 

The  king  inftitutcd  a  profelTorfhip  inro  England  from  Turkey.     Prince 

for  the  modern  languages  in  each  uni-  Frederick,  the  two  prncefTes  Amelia 

*crfity.  and  Carolina,    the  duke  of  Bedford 

In  the  month  of  May  died  Robert  and  his  fitter,   with  many  other  per- 

Barley  car!  01"  Oxford  and  ear!  Morti-  fons   of   diftinrtion,   underwent   this 

;ner,  who  had  been   »  munificent  pa-  operation  with  luccefs. 

iron  of  genius   and   literature  j    and  Dr.  Henry  Sacheverel  died  in  June, 

tomplfted   a  very  valuable  collcflicn  afrrr   having    bequeathed    five    hun- 

cf  manufcrbts.  dted  pourfdi  to  the  l*te  bifhop  of  Ki>- 

-    The  practice  of  inocu;at ion  l"qr  the  ch^it'-'r. 
faiall-pox  was  by  this  time  tntiouo>.cd 

other 
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other  purpofe  than  that  of  eflablifhing  funds  for  the  A- c- 1?24« 
expence  of  the  enfuing  year ;  though  the  fefiion 
was  diflinguilhed  by  a  remarkable  incident,  name- 
ly, the  trial  of  the  earl  of  Macclesfield,  lord-chan- 
cellor of  England.  This  nobleman  had  connived 
at  certain  venal  practices  touching  the  fale  of  places, 
and  the  money  of  luitors  depofited  with  the  matters 
of  chancery,  fo  as  to  incur  the  general  reproach  of 
the  nation.  He  found  it  necefiary  to  refign  the 
great  feal  in  the  beginning  of  January.  On  the  ^J* Ira 
ninth  day  of  the  enluing  month  the  king  fent  a*1 
mefTage  to  the  commons,  importing,  that  his  ma- 
jefbf  having  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  the  fuitors 
in  the  cowt  of  chancery  were  in  danger  of  lofing  a 
confiderable  fum  of  money,  from  the  inlufficiency 
of  fome  of  the  mafters,  thought  himfelf  obliged  in 
juftice  and  compaffion  to  the  faid  fufferers,  to  take 
the  moft  fpeedy  and  proper  method  the  law  would 
allow,  for  inquiring  into  the  ftate  of  the  mailers 
accounts,  and  fecuring  their  effects  for  the  benefit 
of  the  fuitors  ;  and  his  majeity  having  had  feveral 
reports  layed  before  him,  in  purfuance  of  the  di- 
rections he  had  given,  had  ordered  the  reports  to 
be  communicated  to  the  houle,  that  they  may  have 
as  full  and  as  perfect  a  view  of  this  important  affair 
as  the  fhortnefs  of  the  time,  and  the  circumftances 
and  nature  of  the  proceedings  would  admit. 

Thefe  papers  being  taken  into  confideration,  Sir 
George  Oxenden  obierved,  that  enormous  abufes 
had  crept  into  the  high  court  of  chancery  :  that  the 
crimes  and  mifdemeanours  of  the  late  lord  chan- 
cellor were  many  and  various,  but  might  be  re- 
duced to  the  following  heads  ;  that  he  had  em- 
bezzled the  eftates  and  effects  of  many  widows, 
orphans,  and  lunatics  :  that  he  had  railed  the  ofr 
frees  of  mafters  in  chancery  to  an  exorbitant  price  -, 
trufting  in  their  hands  large  fums  of  money  belong- 
ing to  luitors,  that  they  might  be  enabled  to  com- 
5  PJv 
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A. c.  1724. piy  w}tn  fog  exorbitant  demands:  and,  that  in 
feveral  cafes  he  had  made  divers  irregular  orders. 
He  therefore  moved  that  Thomas  earl  of  Macclef- 
.  field  mould  be  impeached  of  high  crimes  and  mil- 
demeanours.  Mr.  Pulteney  moved,  That  this  af- 
fair might  be  left  to  the  confideration  of  a  felect 

M""!SH:(V  committee.  Sir  William  Wyndham  afferted,  that 
.in  proceeding  by  way  of  impeachment  upon  re- 
ports from  above,  they  would  make  a  dangerous 
precedent  •,  and  feem  to  give  up  the  moft  valuable 
of  their  privileges,  the  inqueft  after  ftate-criminals. 
The  queftion  being  put,  it  was  carried  for  the  im- 

«To*\viic-epeachment.  The  earl  was  accordingly  impeached 
at  the  bar  of  the  upper  houfe  :  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  prepare  articles  ;  and  a  bill  was 
brought  in  to  indemnify  the  matters  in  chancery 
from  .the  penalties  of  the  law,  upon  difcovering 
what  confiderations  they  had  payed  for  their  admil- 
J7*s-fion  to  their  refpective  offices.  The  trial  lafted 
twenty  days;  the  earl  was  convicted  of  fraudulent 
practices,  and  condemned  in  a  fine  of  thirty  thou- 
fand  pounds,  with  imprifonment  until  that  fum 
fhould  be  payed.  He  was  immediately  committed 
to  the  Tower,  where  he  continued  about  fix  weeks  -, 
but,  upon  producing  the  money  he  was  difcharg- 
ed ;  and  Sir  Peter  King,  created  baron  of  Oak- 
ham,  fucceeded  him  in  the  office  of  chancellor. 

His  majeity,  on  the  eighth  day  of  April,  gave 
the  houfe  of  commons  to  underftand,  that  having 
been  engaged  in  fome  extraordinary  expences,  he 
hoped  he  mould  be  enabled  to  raife  a  fum  of  money, 
by  making  life  of  the  funds  lately  eftablifhed  for 
the  payment  of  the  civil  lift  annuities,  in  order  to 
difcharge  the  debts  contracted  in  the  civil  govern- 
ment. Mr.  Pulteney,  cofferer  of  the  houfhold, 
moved  for  an  addrefs,  That  an  account  fhould  be 
layed  before  the  houie  of  all  monies  payed  for  le- 
crct  fervice,  penfions,  and  bounties,  from  the 

twenty- 
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twenty-fifth  day  of  March  in  the  year  one  thoufand  A- c-  *?2s> 
feven  hundred  and  one,  to  the  twenty  fifth  of  the 
fame  month  in  the  prefent  year.  This  addrefs  be- 
ing voted,  a  motion  was  made  to  confider  the  king's  Debites 
mefTage,  Mr.  Pulteney  urged,  that  this  confide-  tout  the 
ration  mould  be  poftponed  until  the  houfe  fhou-ld  J^Jj the 
have  examined  the  papers  that  were  the  fubjeft  of 
the  addrefs.  He  exprefTed  his  furprize,  thai  a  debt 
amounting  to  above  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
fhould  be  contracted  in  three  years :  he  faid,  he 
did  not  wonder  that  fome  perfons  fhould  be  fo  eager 
to  make  good  the  deficiencies  of  the  civil-lift,  fince 
they  and  their  friends  enjoyed  fuch  a  mare  of  that 
revenue  ;  and,  he  defired  to  know,  whether  this 
was  all  that  was  due,  or,  whether  they  fhould  ex- 
pect another  reckoning  ?  This  gentleman  began 
to  be  diffatisfied  with  the  meafurfrs  of  the  miniftry  ; 
and  his  farcafms  were  aimed  at  Mr.  Walpole,  who 
undertook  to  anfwer  his  objections.  The  com- 
mons took  the  meflaae  into  confideration,  and 
palled  a  bill,  enabling  nis  majefty  to  raife  any  fum 
not  exceeding  one  million,  by  exchequer- bills, 
loans,  or  otherwise,  on  the  credit  of  the  deductions 
of  fixpence  per  pound,  directed  by  an  act  of  par- 
liament of  the  feventh  year  of  his  majefty,  and 
of  the  civil  lift  revenues,  at  an  intereft  not  exceed- 
ing three  pounds  per  cent,  till  repayment  of  the 
principal. 

On  the  twentieth  day  of  April  a  petition  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  houfe  by  the  lord  Finch,  in  behalf  of 
Henry  St.  John,  late  vifcount  Bolingbroke,  pray- 
ing, that  the  execution  of  the  law  with  refpect  to 
his  forfeitures  might  be  fufpended,  as  a  pardon  had 
fufpended  it  with  refpecl:  to  his  life.  Mr.  Walpole 
fignified  to  the  houie,  by  his  majefty's  command, 
that  feven  years  before  the  petitioner  had  made  his 
humble  application  and  fubmifTion  to  the  king, 
with  affuranccs  of  duty,  allegiance,  and  fidelity  : 

that 
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A.C.  1715.  th^  from  his  behaviour  fmce  that  time,  his  majefty 
was  convinced  of  his  being  a  fit  object  of  his  mercy  -, 
and  confented  to  his  petitioning  the  houfe.  The 
petition  being  read,  Mr.  Walpole  declared  himfelf 
fully  fatisfied,  that  the  petitioner  had  fufficiently 
atoned  for  his  pad  offences  ;  and  therefore  deferved 
the  favour  of  that  houfe,  fo  far  as  to  enable  him  to 
enjoy  the  family  inheritance  that  was  fettled  upon 
him,  which  he  could  not  do  by  virtue  of  his  maje- 
A  bill  in  fa-  fty's  pardon,  without  an  act  of  parliament.  Lord 
ITte'iorf6  Fincn  moved,  That  a  bill  might  be  brought  in  for 
Boimg-  this  purpofe  j  and  was  warmly  oppofed  by  Mr. 
oke*  Methuen,  comptroller  of  the  houfhold,  who  repre- 
fented  Bolingbroke  as  a  monfter  of  iniquity.  His 
remonftrance  was  fupported  by  lord  William  Pow- 
let  and  Mr.  Onflow  •,  neverthelefs,  the  bill  was  pre- 
pared, paired  through  both  houfes,  and  received 
the  royal  afient.  An  act  being  palled  for  difarm- 
ing  the  Highlanders  of  Scotland  :  another  for  re- 
gulating elections  within  the  city  of  London  :  a 
third  for  reducing  the  intereft  of  feveral  bank  an- 
nuities, together  with  fome  bills  of  a  private  na- 
ture; the  parliament  was  prorogued  in  May,  after  the 
king  had,  in  the  warmeft  terms  of  acknowledgment-^, 
exprefled  his  approbation  of  their  conduct.  Then 
he  appointed  lords-juftices  to  govern  the  nation  in 
his  abfence ;  and  fet  out  in  June  for  his  German  do- 
minions. 

The  tide  of  political  interefts  on  the  continent 
had  begun  to  flow  in  anew  channel,  fo  as  to  render 

f  On  the   fifth    d»y  of  December  of  the  Bath,  thirty-eight  in  number, 

the  princefs  of  Wales  was  delivered  of  including  the  fovereign. 

a  princefs,  chriflened  by  the  name  of  William  Bateoian  was  created  ba- 

Louifa,  and  afterwaHs  married  to  the  ron  of  Calmore  in  Ireland,  and  vif- 

king  of  Denmark.    She  died   Deccm-  count    Biteman  ;     and     Sir   Robert 

ber  the  nineteenth,  one  thoufaad  (even  Walpole,  who  had    been  one  of  the 

hundred  and  fifty  one.  revived  knights  of  the  Bath,  was  now 

Immediately  after  the    feflion    of  honoured  with  the  order  of  the  gar- 

parliamcnt  the  king  levivcd  the  order  ter. 

ineffectual 
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ineffectual  the  mounds  which  he  had  raifed  by  his  A-c-  I7*s< 
multiplicity  of  negotiations.  Lewis,  the  Spanifh 
monarch,  dying  loon  after  his  elevation  to  the 
throne,  his  father  Philip  relumed  the  crown  which 
he  had  refigned ;.  and  gave  himlelf  up  implicitly  to 
the  conduct  of  his  queen,  who  was  a  princefs  of  in- 
defatigable intrigue  and  infatiate  ambition.  The 
infanta,  who  had  been  married  to  Lewis  XV.  of 
France,  was  fo  difagreeable  to  her  hufband,  that 
the  whole  French  nation  began  to  be  apprehenfive 
of  a  civil  war,  in  confequence  of  his  dying  without 
male  iflue  :  he  therefore  determined,  with  the  ad- 
vice of  his  council,  to  fend  back  the  infanta,  as 
the  nuptials  had  not  been  canfummated ;  and  Hie 
was  attended  to  Madrid  by  the  marquis  de  Mon- 
teleone.  The  queen  of  Spain  relented  this  infulc 
offered  to  her  daughter  ;  and,  in  revenge,  difmifTed 
mademoifelle  de  Beaujolois,  one  of  the  regent's 
daughters,  who  had  been  betrothed  to  her  fon 
Don  Carlos.  As  the  congrels  at  Cambray  had 
proved  ineffectual,  me  offered  to  adjuft  her  diffe- 
rences with  the  emperor  under  the  fole  mediation 
of  Great- Britain.  This  was  an  honour  which  king 
George  declined.  He  was  averle  to  any  under- 
taking that  might  interrupt  the  harmony  fubfifting. 
between  him  and  the  court  of  Venailies  •,  and  he 
had  taken  umbrage  at  the  emperor's  refufmg  to 
grant  the  inveftiture  of  Bremen  and  Verden,  ex- 
cept upon  terms  which  he  did  not  choofe  to  em- 
brace. The  peace  between  the  courts  of  Vienna*  Treaty  of 
and  Madrid,  which  he  refilled  to  mediate,  was  ef-  allian«  be- 
fected  by  a  private  negotiation,  under  the  manage-  court!  of* 
ment  of  the  duke  de  Ripperda,  a  native  of  the  JJ^J'an4 
ilates- general,  who  bad  renounced  the  proteflam 
religion,  and  entered  into  the  ierviceof  his  catho- 
lic majefty.  By  two  treaties,  figned  at  Vienna  in 
the  month  of  April,  the  emperor  acknowledged 

Philip 
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A.  c.  1727.  Philip  as  king  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  promifing* 
that  he  would  not  moleft  him  in  the  pofiefiion  of 
thofe  dominions  that  were  iecured  to  him  by  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht.  Philip  renounced  all  pret^n- 
fions  to  the  dominions  in  Italy  and  the  Nether- 
lands, adjudged  to  the  emperor  by  the  treaty  of 
London  :  Charles  granted  the  inveftiture  of  the 
dukedoms  of  Tufcany,  Parma,  and  Placentia,  to 
the  eldeft  fon  of  the  queen  of  Spain,  in  default  of 
heirs  in  the  prefent  poileffors,  as  mafculine  fiefs 
of  the  empire.  Spain  became  guaranty  of  the 
Auftrian  .fucceflion,  according  to  the  pragmatic 
fanclion,  by  wh^ch  the  dominions  of  that  houfe 
were  fettled  on  the  emperor's  heirs  general,  and 
declared  to  be  a  perpetual,  indivifible,  and  infepar- 
able  feofrment  to  the  primogeniture.  By  the  com- 
mercial treaty  of  Vienna,  the  Auftrian  fubjecls 
were  intitled  to  advantages  in  trade  with  Spain, 
which  no  other  nation  enjoyed.  His  catholic  majefty 
guarantied  the  Oftend  Eaft- India  company  ;  and 
agreed  to  pay  an  annual  fubfidy  of  four  millions 
of  piafters  to  the  emperor.  Great  fums  were  re- 
mitted to  Vienna:  the  Imperial  forces  were  aug- 
mented to  a  formidable  number  -,  and  other  powers 
were  follicited  to  engage  in  this  alliance,  to  which 
the  court  of  Peterfburgh  actually  acceded. 

The  king  of  Great -Britain  took  the  alarm.  The 
emperor  and  he  had  for  fome  time  treated  each 
other  with  manifeft  coldnefs.  He  had  reafon  \o 
fear  fome  attempt  upon  his  German  dominions ; 
and  projected  a  defenfive  treaty  with  France  and 
Pruflla.  This  alliance,  limited  to  the  term  of  fif- 
teen years,  was  negotiated  and  concluded  at  Hano- 
n  Treaty  of  ver  in  the  month  of  September.  It  implied  a  mu- 

H»ncver.     tuai  guaranty  of  the  dominions  poiTefled  by  the 
contracting   parties,    their  rights  and   privileges, 
thofe  of  commerce  in  particular,    and  an  engage- 
ment 
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ment  to  procure  fatisfa&ion  to  the  proteftants  of  A.  c.  .7aj. 
Thorn,  who  had  lately  been  opprefifed  by  the  ca- 
%  tholics,  contrary  to  the  treaty  of  Oliva.  The  king 
having  taken  thefe  precautions  at  Hanover,  fet  out 
on  his  return  for  England,  embarked  at  Helvoet- 
fluys  in  the  middle  of  December ;  and  after  having 
been  expofed  to  the  fury  of  a  dreadful  ilorm,  was 
landed  with  great  difficulty  at  Rye,  from  whence  he 
proceeded  by  land  to  London.  The  parliament  meet- 
ing on  the  twentieth  day  of  the  next  month,  he  gave 
them  to  underftand,  that  the  diftrefied  condition  of 
ibme  of  their  proteftant  brethren  abroad,  and  the 
negotiations  and  engagements  contracted  by  fome 
foreign  powers,  which  feemed  to  have  layed  the 
foundation  of  new  troubles  and  difturbances  in  Eu- 
rope, and  to  threaten  his  fubjects  with  the  lofs  of  feve- 
ralof  the  mod  advantageous  branches  of  their  trade, 
had  obliged  him  to  concert  with  other  powers,  fucri 
meafures  as  might  give  a  check  to  the  ambitious 
views  of  thofe  who  were  endeavouring  to  render 
themfelves  formidable  ;  and  put  a  flop  to  the  fur- 
ther progrefs  of  fuch  dangerous  defigns.  He  told 
them,  that  the  enemies  of  his  government  were  al- 
ready very  bufy,  by  their  inftruments  and  emiffa- 
ries  in  thofe  courts,  whofe  meafures  feemed  moft 
to  favour  their  purpofes,  in  folliciting  and  promot- 
ing the  caufe  of  the  pretender.  One  lees,  at  firft 
fight,  that  the  interefts  of  Germany  dictated  the 
treaty  of  Hanover  *,  but,  in  order  to  fecure  the 
approbation  of  Great-Britain,  upon  which  the  fup- 
port  of  this  alliance  chiefly  depended,  it  was  judg- 
ed neceflary  to  infert  the  articles  relating  to  com- 
merce and  the  proteftant  religion,  as  if  the  engage- 
ment had  been  contracted  purely  for  the  advantage 
and  glory  of  England.  In  a  word,  the  miniftry 
began  now  to  ring  the  changes  upon  a  few  words 
that  have  been  repeated  ever  fince,  like  cabaliftical 
founds,  by  which  the  nation  has  been  enchanted 
N°,.  X  into 
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A.  c.  1725.  into  a  very  dangerous  connexion  with  the  concerns 
of  the  continent.  They  harrangued,  they  infifted 
upon  the  machinations  of  the  difaffe&ed,  the  de- 
figns  of  a  popifh  pretender,  the  proteftant  intcreft, 
and  the  balance  of  power,  until  thefe  expreflions 
became  ablolutely  terms  of  ridicule,  with  every 
peribn  of  common  fenfe  and  reflection.  The  peo- 
ple were  told,  that  the  emperor  and  king  of  Spain, 
exclufive  of  the  public  treaties  concluded  at  Vienna, 
had  entered  into  private  engagements,  importing, 
that  the  Imperialists  mould  join  the  Spaniards  in 
recovering  Gibraltar  and  Portmahon  by  force  of 
arms,  in  cafe  the  king  of  England  mould  refule  to 
reftore  them  amicably,  according  to  a  iblemn  pro- 
mile  he  had  made  :  that  a  double  marriage  mould 
take  place  between  the  two  infants  of  Spain,  and 
the  two  arch-dutcherTes  of  Auftria :  and,  that  means 
fhould  be  taken  to  place  the  pretender  on  the 
throne  of  Great-Britain. 

When  the  treaties  of  Vienna  and  Hanover  fell 
tinder  confideration  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
Horatio  Walpole,  afterwards  termed  the  baiance- 
mafter,  in  derifion,  opened  the  debate  with  a 
long  unanimatcd  oration,  giving  a  detail  of  the 
affairs  of  Europe  fmce  the  treaty  of  Utrecht.  He 
enumerated  the  barrier  treaty,  the  convention 
for  executing  that  treaty,  the  defenlive  alliance 
•with  the  emperor,  the  other  with  the  moft  chrif- 
tian  king  and  the  ftates-gcneral,  another  conven- 
tion, the  quadruple  alliance,  the  congrels  at  Cam- 
bray,  the  treaty  ot  Hanover,  and  that  of  Vienna. 
He  explained  the  nature  of  each  engagement.  He 
laid,  the  main  defign  of  the  treaty  of  commerce 
concluded  between  the  emperor  and  Spain,  was  to 
countenance  and  fupport  the  Eaft- India  company 
eftablifhed  at  Oftend,  which  interfered  io  eflentially 
with  the  Eaft-India  companies  of  England  and 
Holland,  and  was  diredly  contrary  to  ieveral  fo- 

lemn 


G  E  O  R  G  E     I.  307 

lemn  treaties  ftill  in  force.  He  enlarged  upon  the  *-c-  »:*s« 
danger  to  which  the  balance  of  power  would  be 
expofed,  mould  the  ifiue-mds  of  this  projected 
marriage  between  the  houfcs  of  Auftria  and  Spain, 
ever  poiTefs  the  Imperial  dignity  and  the  kingdom 
of  Spain  together.  The  reader  will  take  notice, 
that  this  very  man  was  one  of  thofe  who  exclaimed 
againft  that  article  of  the  treaty  at  Utrecht,  which 
prevented  the  power  of  thofe  two  hcufes  from  be- 
ing immediately  united  in  the  perfon  of  the  em- 
peror. He  did  not  forget  to  expatiate  upon  the 
pretended  lecret  engagement  concerning  Gibraltar 
and  Minorca  -,  and  the  king's  pious  concern  for 
the  diftreffed  proteftants  of  Thorn  in  Poland.  In 
vain  did  Mr.  Shippen  urge,  that  the  treaty  of  Ha- 
nover would  engage. the  Britifli  nation  in  a  war  for 
the  defence  of  the  king's  German  dominions,  con- 
trary to  an  exprels  provifion  made  in  the  aft  of  li- 
mitation. Thefe  arguments  had  loft  all  weight. 
The  oppofition  was  fo  inconfiderable,  that  the  mi- 
niftry  had  no  reafon  to  be  in  pain  about  any  mea- 
fure  they  mould  propoie.  An  addrefs  was  voted 
and  delivered  to  his  majefty,  approving  the  alliance 
he  had  concluded  at  Hanover,  in  order  to  obviate 
and  difappoint  the  dangerous  views  and  confe- 
quences  of  the  treaty  of  peace  betwixt  the  emperor 
and  the  king  of  Spain  •,  and  promifing  to  fuppor: 
his  majefty  againft  all  infults  and  attacks  that  mould 
be  made  upon  any  of  his  territories,  though  not 
belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain.  An  ad- 
drefs of  the  fame  kind  was  prefer) ted  by  the  houfe 
of  lords  in  a  body.  A  bill  was  brought  in,  im- 
powering  the  commiflicners  of  the  treafury  to  com- 
pound with  Mr.  Richard  Hampden  late  trea- 
furer  of  the  navy,  for  a  debt  he  owed  to  the 
crown,  amovntrng  to  eight  and  forty  thoufand 
pounds.  This  deficiency  was  occafioned 'by  his 
embarking  in  the  South-fea  icheme.  The  king 
X  2  recommended 
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A.C.  172^.  recommended  his  petition  ;  and  the  houfe  complied 
with  his  requeft,  in  confideration  of  his  great  grand- 
father the  famous  John  Hampden,  who  made  fuel* 
a  noble  ftand  againft  the  arbitrary  meafures  of  the 
firft  Charles. 

s'^Jund  on  ^e  ma^'tax  was  found  fo  grievous  to  Scotland, 
account  ot°n  that  the  people  refufed  to  pay  it,  and  riots  were 
excited  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  At 
{jlafgow,  the  populace,  armed  with  clubs  and 
ftaves,  rifled  the  houfe  of  Daniel  Campbell  their 
reprelentative  in  parliament,  who  had  voted 
for  the  bill  ;  and  maltreated  fome  excilemen  who 
attempted  to  take  an  account  of  the  malt.  General 
Wade,  who  commanded  the  forces  in  Scotland, 
had  lent  two  companies  of  foldiers"  under  the  com- 
mand of  captain  Bulhel,  to  prevent  or  appeafe  any 
difturbance  of  this  nature.  He  drew  up  his  men 
in  the  ftreet,  where  they  were  pelted  with  ftoncs  by 
the  multitude,  which  he  endeavoured  to  difperfe  by 
firing  among  them  without  (hot.  This  expedient 
failing,  he  ordered  his  men  ta  load  their  pieces 
with  ball,  and  at  a  time  when  the  magiftrates  were 
advancing  towards  him  in  a  body,  to  alTift  him  with 
their  advice  and  influence,  he  commanded  the  fol- 
diers to  fire  four  different  ways,  without  the  fanc< 
tion  of  the  civil  authority.  About  twenty  perlbns 
were  killed  or  wounded  on  this  occafion.  The 
people  feeing  fo  many  victims  fall,  were  exafperat- 
ed  beyond  all  fenfe  of  danger.  They  began  to  pro- 
cure arms,  and  breathed  nothing  but  defiance  and 
revenge.  Bulhel  thought  proper  to  retreat  to  the 
caitle  of  Dumbarton  •,  and  was  purfued  above 
five  miles  by  the  enraged  multitude.  General 
Wade  being  informed  of  this  tranfaction,  aflembled 
a  body  of  forces  ;  and  being  accompanied  by 
Duncan  Forbes  lord  advocate,  took  poffcflion  of 
Glafgow.  The  magiftrates  were  apprehended  and 
conveyed  prifoners  to  Edinburgh,  where  the  lords- 
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jufticiary  having  taken  cognizance  of  the  affair,  A- c-  I72s- 
declared  them  innocent ;  ib  that  they  were  imme-  oidmixon. 
diately  difcharged.  Bulhel  was  tried  for  murder,  £^^1. 
convicted  and  condemned  •,  but,  inftead  of  un-  Tmdai. 
dergoing  the  penalties  of  the  law,  he  was  indulged 
with  a  pardon,  and  promoted  in  the  fervice.  Daniel 
Campbell  having  petitioned  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, that  he  might  be  indemnified  for  the  da- 
mage he  had  fuftained  from  the  rioters,  a  bill  pafled 
in  his  favour,  granting  him  a  certain  lum  to  be 
raifed  from  an  impofition  layed  upon  all  the  beer 
and  ale  brewed  within  the  city  of  Glafgow.  The 
malt  tax  was  fo  fenfibly  felt  in  Scotland,  that  the 
convention  of  the  royal  burroughs  prefented  a  re- 
monflrance  againft  it,  as  a  grievous  burthen  which 
their  country  could  not  bear :  petitions  to  the  lame 
purport  were  delivered  to  the  commons  from  diffe- 
rent mires  of  that  kingdom  *.  On  the  twenty- A'c- '7i«. 
fourth  day  of  March  the  king  fent  a  meflage  to  the 
houfe  by  Sir  Paul  Methuen,  defiring  an  extraordi- 
nary fupply,  that  he  might  be  able  to  augment  his 
maritime  force,  and  concert  fuch  other  meafures  as 
fhould  be  necefiary  in  the  prefent  conjuncture.  A 
debate  enfued  ;  but  the  majority  complied  with  the 
demand.  Some  members  in  the  upper  houfe  com- 
plained that  the  meflage  was  not  fent  to  both  houles 
$f  parliament :  and  this  fuggeftion  gave  rHe  to  ano- 
ther debate,  in  which  lord  Bathurft  and  others 
made  fome  melancholy  reflections  upon  the  ftate  of 
infignificance  to  which  the  peers  of  England  were 
reduced.  Such  remarks,  however,  were  very  little 

f  The  dit^;  of  Wharton  having  pent  by  the  chevalier  de  St.  George 
•confumed  his  fortune  in  riot  and  ex-  with  credentials  to  the  court  of  Ma- 
»ravagaocr,  repaired  to  the  court  of  drid,  where  he  abjured  the  protcftant 
Vienna,  from  whence  he  proceeded  to  religion,  married  a  lady  of  the  qnren 
Rome,  ar.d  offered  his  fervice  to  the  of  Spain's  bedchamber,  and  obtained 
pretender  There  he  r«ceived  the  the  rank  and  appointments  of  a  lieu- 
order  of  the  garter,  and  the  title  of  tenafit-coloncl  in  the  Spanifh  fenrire. 
Kortbunilcrlaad.  Ht  vas 

X  3  minded 


3io  HISTORYoF  ENGLAND. 

A.  c.  i7*6.  minded  by  the  miniftry,  which  had  obtained  a  com- 
plete vidory  over  all  oppofition.  The  fupplies 
ordinary  and  extraordinary  being  granted,  with 
everything  elfe  which  the  court  thought  proper  to 
afk  ;  and  ieveral  bills  pafled  for  the  regulation  of 
civil  oeconomy,  the  king  difmififed  the  parliament 
on  the  twenty- fourth  day  of  May. 

By  this  time  Peter  the  czar  of  Mufcovy  was 
dead,  and  hisemprets  Catherine  had  fucceeded  him 
on  the  Ruffian  throne.  This  princefs  had  begun 
to  afiemble  forces  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Peterf- 
burgh  •,  and  prepare  a  formidable  armament  for  a 
A  fquadron  naval  expedition.  King  George  concluding,  that 
fenttothe  her  defign  was  againit  Sweden,  lent  a  ftrong  fqua- 
Baitx.  dron  into  the  Baltic,  under  the  command  of  Sir 
Charles  Wager,  in  order  to  anticipate  her  views 
upon  his  allies.  The  Rnglifh  fleet  being  joined 
at  Copenhagen  by  a  Danilh  fquadron,  alarmed  the 
court  of  Ruffia,  which  immediately  iffucd  orders 
for  reinforcing  the  garrifons  of  Wibourg,  Cron- 
flot,  Revel,  and  Riga.  The  Englifh  admiral  hav- 
ing had  an  audience  of  his  Swedifh  majefty,  (leered 
towards  Revel,  and  font  thither  a  lieutenant  with  a 
letter  from  the  king  of  Great-Britain  to  the  czarina. 
This  was  an  expoftulation,  in  which  he  oblerved, 
that  he  and  his  allies  could  not  fail  of  being  alarm- 
ed at  her  great  preparations  by  lea  and  land.  H<e 
complained,  that  meafures  had  been  taken  at  her 
court  in  favour  of  the  pretender,  that  his  repeated 
inftances  for  eftabliihing  a  lafling  friendfhip  with  the 
crown  of  Ruflia,  had  been  treated  with  neglect ; 
and  he  gave  her  tounderftand,  that  he  had  ordered 
his  admiral  to  prevent  her  mips  from  coming  out 
of  her  harbours,  mould  me  perfift  in  her  refolution 
to  execute  the  defigns  fhe  had  projected.  The 
czarina,  in  her  aniwer  to  the  king,  expreiTed  her 
furprize,  that  fhe  had  not  received  his  majefty's 

letter 
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letter  until  his  fleet  was  at 'anchor  before  Revel,  A  c. '72*- 
fince  it  would  have  been  more  agreeable  to  the 
cuftom  eftablifhed  among  fovereigns,  and  to  the 
amity  which  had  fo  long  fubfifted  between  her 
kingdoms  and  the  crown  of  Great- Britain,  to  ex- 
poftulate  with  her  on  her  armament,  and  expect 
her  anlwer  before  he  had  proceeded  to  fuch  an  of- 
fenfive  me^fure.  She  allured  him,  that  nothing 
was  farther  from  her.  thoughts  than  any  defigns  to 
difturb  the  peace  of  the  North  •,  and  with  regard 
to  the  pretender,  it  was  a  frivolous  and  {tale  accu- 
fation,  which  had  been  frequently  iiled  as  a  pretext 
to  cover  all  the  unkind  fteps  lately  taken  againrt 
the  Ruffian  empire.  Sir  Charles  Wager  continued 
in  his  ftation  until  he  received  certain  intelligence, 
that  the  Ruffian  gallies  were  layed  up  in  their  win- 
ter harbour :  then  he  fet  fail  for  the  coaft  of  Den- 
mark, from  whence  he  returned  to  England  in  the 
month  of  November. 

King  George,  that  he  might  not  feem  to  convert 
all  his  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  North,  had 
equipped  two  other  fquadrqns  -,  one  of  which  was 
deftined  for  the  Weft- Indies,  under  the  command 
of  admiral  Hofier.     The  other,   conducted  by  Sir 
John  Jennings,  having  rfn  board  a  body  of  .land- 
forces,  failed  from  St.  Helen's  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  July,  entered  the  bay  of  St.  Antonio;  thjn 
viiited  .Lifbon,  from  whence  he  directed  his  courle 
to  the  bay  of  Bulls   near  Cadiz,   and  cruifed  off* 
Cape  St.  Mary's,  fo  as  to  alarm  the  coaft  of  Spain, 
and  fill  Madrid  with  confirmation.     Yet  he  com- 
mitted no  act  of  hoflility  ;  but  was  treated  with 
great  civility  by  the  Spanim  governor  of  Cadiz,  Arfmtni 
who  (applied  him  with  retVefhrnents.     Rear-admi-  "°^r0*  te0*" 
ral  Hofier,  with  feven  mips  of  war,   had  failed  in  ^e  weft- 
April  for  the  Spanifh  \Vdt-lndies,  with  inftru&iofls Indies> 
to  block  up  the  galleons  in  the  ports  cf  that  Coun- 
try ;  or,  mould  they  p relume  to  come  out.  fri^e 
X  4  and 
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A.  c. 1726,  and  bring  them  to  England.     Before  his  arrival  as 
the   Baftimentos  near  Porto  Bello,    the   treafure, 
confifting  of  above  fix  millions  fterling,  had  beeri 
unloaded  and  carried  back  to  Panama,  in  purfuance 
of  an  order  fent  by  an  advice-boat,  which  had  the. 
ftart  of  Hofier.     This  admiral  lay  inactive  on  tha,t 
ftation,  until  he  became  thejeft  of  the  Spaniards. 
Ke  returned  to  Jamaica,  where  he  found  means  to 
reinforce  his  crew :  then  he  flood  over  to  Carthagena. 
The  Spaniards  had  by  this  feized  the  Englifh  South - 
fea  fhip  at  La  Vera-Cruz,    together  with  all  the 
yeflels   and  effefcs  belonging    to  that   company. 
Hofier  in  vain  demanded  reftimtion  :  he  took  fome 
Spanifh  mips  by  way  of  repriial,   and  continued 
cruizing  in  thofe  feas  until  the  greater  part  of  his 
men  perifhed  deplorably  by  the  difeafes  of  that  un- 
healthy climate ;  and  his  mips  were  totally  ruined 
by  the  worms.     This  brave  officer  being  reftrifted 
by  his  orders  from  obeying  the  dictates  of  his  cou- 
rage ;  feeing  his  beft  officers  and  men  daily  fwept 
off  by  an  outrageous  diftemper,  and  his  mips  ex- 
.pofed  to  inevitable  deftrudtion,  is  faid  to  have  died 
of  a  broken  heart ;  while  the  people  of  England 
loudly  clamoured  againft  this  unfortunate  expedi- 
tion,  in  which  fo  many  lives  were  thrown  away, 
and  fo  much  money  expended  without  the  leaft  ad- 
vantage to   the  nation.     It  feems  to  have  been  a 
mean  pyratical  fcheme  to  rob  the  court  of  Spain  of 
its  expecled  treafure,  even  while  a  peace  fubfifted 
between  the  two  nations.     The  miniftry  of  Great- 
Britain   indeed  alledged,    that  the  Spanifh   king 
had  entered  into   engagements  in  favour  of  the 
pretender. 

The  dukes  of  Ormond  and  Wharton,  and  the 
earl  Marifchal,  were  certainly  at  Madrid ;  and  the 
duke  de  Ripperda,  how  "prime  minifttr  of  Spain, 
dropped  fome  expreflions  to  the  Englifh  envoy, 
that  implied  fome  fuch  defign,  which,  however,  the 

court 
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coart  of  Madrid  pofitively  denied.  Ripperda,  asA'c-':^' 
a  foreigner,  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  jealouiyof  the  Dirgrareof 
Spainm  miniftry.  He  was  fuddenly  difmitfed  from  £* ^  de 
his  employments,  with  a  penfion  of  three  thoufand 
piftoles.  He  forthwith  took  refuge  in  the  houfe  of 
Vandermeer  the  Dutch  ambafifador,  who  was  un- 
willing to  be  troubled  with  fuch  a  gueft.  He 
therefore  conveyed  him  in  his  coach  to  the  houfe  of 
colonel  Stanhope  the  Britifh  minifter,  whofe  pro- 
tection he  craved  and  obtained.  Neverthelefs,  he 
was  dragged  from  thence  by  force,  and  committed 
prifoner  to  the  caflle  of  Segovia.  He  afterwards 
made  his  efcape,  and  meltered  himfelf  in  England, 
from  the  refentment  of  his -catholic  majefty.  Co- 
lonel Stanhope  complained  of  this  violation  of  the 
law  of  nations,  which  the  Spanifli  minifters  endea- 
voured to  excufe.  Memorials  and  letters  pafled 
between  the  two  courts,  and  every  thing  tended  to 
a  rupture.  The  king  of  Spain  purchafed  mips  of 
war ;  began  to  make  preparations  for  fome  impor- 
tant undertaking;  and  affembled  an  army  of  twenty 
thoufand  men  at  St.  Roch,  on  pretence  of  rebuild- 
ing the  old  caftle  of  Gibraltar.  Mean  while  the 
flares-general  and  the  king  of  Sweden  acceded  to 
the  treaty  of  Hanover :  but  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
though  his  majefty's  fon-in-law,  was  detached  from 
the  alliance  by  the  emperoi^  with  whom  he  con- 
tracted new  engagements. 

On  the  feventeenth  day  of  January  the  Britifh  Sllbftanc(?of 
parliament  was  opened  with  a  long  elaborate  fpeech,  <he  king's 
importing,  That  the  proceedings  and  tranfactions lpo 
of  the  emperor  and  king  of  Spain,  and  the  fecret 
offenfive   alliances  concluded  between  them,   had 
layed  the  foundations  of  a  mod  exorbitant  and 
formidable  power  :  that  they  were  directly  levelled 
againft  the  moft  valuable  and  darling  interefts  and 
privileges  of  the  Englifti  nation,  which  muft  either 
give  up  Gibraltar  to  Spain,  and  acquiefce  in  the 
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A.  c.  1726.  emperor's  ufurped  exercife  of  commerce,  or  refolve 
vigorously  to  defend  their  undoubted  rights  againft 
thofe  reciprocal  engagements  contracted  in  detiance 
and  violation  of  all  national  faith,  and  the  moft 
folemn  treaties.  Ke  aflured  them,  that  one  of 
thofe  fecret  articles  was,  the  placing  rhe  pretender 
on  the  throne  of  Great- Britain  •,  and  another,  the 
conqueft  of  Gibraltar  and  Portmahon.  He  affirm- 
ed, that  thofe  combinations  extended  themfelves 
into  Ruffia  ;  and  that  the  Englifh  fleet  feafonably 
prevented  fuch  defigns  as  would  have  opened  a  way 
to  the  invafion  of  thefe  kingdoms.  He  exhorted 
the  commons  to  grant  fnch  fupplies  as  mould  be 
eceflary  for  the  defence  of  their  country,  and  for 
making  good  his  engagements  with  the  allies  of 
Great-Britain.  He  told  them,  that  the  king  of 
Spain  had  ordered  his  minifter  refiding  in  England 
to  quit  the  kingdom  ;  and  that  he  had  left  a  me- 
morial, little  fhort  of  a  declaration,  in  which  he  in- 
fifted  upon  the  reftitution  of  Gibraltar.  He  did 
not  fail  to  touch  the  energic  ftrings  which  always 
moved  their  pafiions  :  the  balance  of  power  in  Eu- 
rope, the  fecurity  of  the  Britifh  commerce,  the  de- 
figns  of  a  popifh  pretender,  the  prefent  happy  ei- 
tablilhment,  the  religion,  liberties,  and  properties 
of  a  proteftant  people.  Such  addrelTes  of  thanks 
were  penned  in  both  houfes  as  the  minifters  were 
pleafed  to  dictate  ;  yet  not  without  oppofition  from 
a  minority,  which  was  far  from  being  formidable, 
though  headed  by  chiefs  of  uncommon  talents  and 
refolution.  The  commons  voted  twenty  thoufand 
feamen,  and  fix  and  twenty  thoufand  three  hun- 
dred eighty-three  men  for  the  land  fervice ;  and 
to  defray  the  extraordinary  expence,  a  land-tax  of 
four  millings  in  the  pound  was  granted. 

The  houfe  of  lords  having  taken  into  confide- 
ration  the  letters  and  memorials  between  the  mi- 
nifters of  Great- Britain,  France  and  Spain,  and 

the 
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the  papers   relating  to  the  acceflion  of  the  flates- A.  c.  i72s. 
general  to  the  treaty  of  Hanover  ;  a  warm  debate 
enfued.     The  lord  Bathurit  took  notice,  that  the  Debase 
acceflior.  of  the  ftates- general  to  the  treaty,  was  up-  p°0^j"J" 
on  condition,  that  this  their  ac"l  fhould  be  approved  n.Pt..rewith 
and  ratified  by  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  the  moft  ^d 
chrillian  king,  and  the  king  of  Pruffia  •,  but  that  the 
minifter  of  his  Pruffian  majefty  had  refuted  to  fign 
the  a6t  of  acceffion,  which  was  therefore  of  no  ef- 
fect :   that  if  the  court  of  France  fhould,  for  the 
fame  reafon,  think  itielf  dilengagcd  from  the  Ha- 
nover alliance,  Britain  alone  would   be  obliged  to 
bear  the  burden  of  an  expensive  war  againft  two  of 
the  greateft  potentates   of  Europe.     He  faid  he 
could  not  fee  any  juft  reafon   for  a  rupture  with 
Spain  :  that   indeed  the  duke  ae  Ripperda  might 
have  drooped  ihme  indifcreet  exprefiions  :  he  was 
known  to  be  a  man  of  a  violent  temper-,  find  he 
had  been   folefinnly  difavowed  by*  his  catholic  ma- 
jffty  :   that   in   the  memorial  left    by   the  Spanifh 
arr.baffador,  he  imputed  the  violent  Hate  of  affairs 
between  the  two  crowns  to  the   rninlfters  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  mentioned  a  pofitive  promiit  made  by 
the   king  of  Great- Britain   for  the  reftitution  of 
Gibralrar :   that  methods  of  accommodation  mighc 
be   tried  before  the  kingdom  engaged  in  a  war 
which    muft  be  attended  with    dangerous    confe- 
quences;  that  the  nation  was  loaded  with  a  debt 
of  fifty  millions  -,  2nd,  in  order  to  maintain  fuch  a 
war,    would   be  obliged   to    raiie    feven   millions 
yearly ;  an  annual  fum  by  which  the  people  would 
loon   be  exhaufted.      He  obferved,  that  in  fome 
papers  layed  before  the  houfe,  mention  was  made 
of  great  linns  diilributed  in  divers  places,  to  bring 
certain  meaiures  to  bear.     He  declared,  that  for 
his  ov/n  part,  he  had  touched  neither  Spanifh  nor 
Englifh  gold ;  he  was   neither  a    Spaniard    nor  a 
Frenchman,  but  a  true  Engiiihman,  and  fo  long 

as 
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A.  c.  j72$.  as  ne  had  (.fog  honour  to  fa  Jn  that  houfe,  he  would 
fpeak  and  act  for  the  good  of  his  country,  He 
therefore  defired  their  lordfhips  ferioufly  to  confider 
the  matter  before  them,  which  was  of  the  laft  con- 
Jequence  and  importance  to  the  whole  nation.  He 
laid,  nothing  could  be  gained  by  the  war  Ihould  it 
prove  luccefsful,  and  every  thing  would  be  loft  mould 
jt  be  unprofperous.  He  was  anfwered  by  lord  Town- 
Ihend,  who  affirmed,  that  his  majefty  had  received 
pofitive  and  certain  information  with  refpect  to  the 
lecret  article  of  alliance  between  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Madrid,  in  favour  of  the  pretender, 
though  the  fafety  of  the  flare  did  not  permit  him 
to  lay  thefe  advices  before  the  parliament.  After 
much  altercation,  the  majority  refolved,  that  the 
meafures  his  majefty  had  thought  fit  to  take,  were 
honourable,  juft,  and  neceflary,  for  preventing 
the  execution  of  the  dangerous  engagements  en- 
tered into  in  favour  of  the  pretender ;  for  preferv- 
ing  the  dominions  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great- 
Britain  by  folemn  treaties,  and  particularly  thofe 
of  Gibraltar  and  the  ifland  of  Minorca ;  and  for 
maintaining  to  his  people  their  moft  valuable  rights 
and  privileges  of  commerce,  and  the  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  Europe.  Seventeen  lords  entered 
a  proteft  againft  this  refolution.  Difputes  of  the 
fame  nature  arofe  from  the  fame  fubjeft  in  the 
lower  houfe.  Lord  Townfhend  had  affirmed  in 
the  houfe  of  peers,  that  no  promife  of  reftoring 
Gibraltar  had  been  made  :  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
owned  fuch  a  promife  in  the  houfe  of  commons  : 
a  motion  was  made  for  an  addrefs,  defining  thefe 
engagements  might  be  layed  before  the  h'oufe  : 
another  member  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  memo- 
rial prelented  by  Mr.  Poyntz  to  the  king  of  Swe- 
den, and  for  the  fecret  often  five  article  between  the 
courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid  :  a  third  motion  was 
,  made  to  addrefs  the  king  for  fuch  memorials  and 
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reprefentations  from  the  courts  of  Sweden  andA>c  I~-iit 
Denmark,  as  induced  him,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
preceding  year,  to  fend  a  fquadron  to  the  Baltic. 
In  the  account  of  the  money  granted  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  laft  year,  there  was  an  article  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty- five  thoufand  pounds  charged 
in  general  terms,  as  iflued  out  for  other  engage- 
ments and  expences,  over  and  above  fuch  as  were 
fpecified.  Mr.  Pulteney  moved  for  an  addrefs  on 
this  fubject;  but  each  of  thefe  motions  was  reject- 
ed on  a  divifion ;  and  the  majority  concurred  in  an 
addrefs  of  thanks  to  hismajefty,  for  the  great  wif- 
dom  of  his  conduct.  They  exprrffed  the  mofl 
implicit  confidence  in  his  gopdnels  and  difcretion : 
they  promifed  to  fupport  him  in  all  fuch  further 
meafures  as  he  mould  find  necefiary  and  expedient 
for  preventing  a  rupture  ;  and  for  the  honour  and 
advantage  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

His  majefty's  fpeech  gave  fuch  umbrage  to  the  Memorial  of 
court  of  Vienna,  that  Mr.  Palms,  the  Imperial  re-  ^r-Tpalms. 

r  j  11  i         j  c     •  "ie  imPena* 

lident  at  London,  was  ordered  to  prefent  a  warm  refidem. 
memorial  to  the  king,  and  afterwards  to  publifh  it 
to  the  whole  nation.  In  this  bold  remonftrance, 
the  king  was  charged  with  having  declared  from 
the  throne,  as  certain  and  undoubted  facts,  feveral  ,  ' 
things  that  were  either  wrefted,  mifreprefented,  or 
void  of  all  foundation.  The  memorialift  affirmed, 
that  the  treaty  of  Vienna  was  built  on  the  qua- 
druple alliance  :  that  the  treaty  of  commerce  was 
calculated  to  promote  the  mutual  and  lawful  advan- 
tages of  the  fubjects  of  both  parries,  agreeably 
to  the  law  of  nations  :  and  in  no  refpeft  prejudi- 
cial to  the  Britifli  nation.  He  declared,  that  there 
was  no  offenfive  alliance  concluded  between  the 
two  crowns  :  that  the  fuppofed  article  relating  to 
the  pretender,  was  an  abfolute  falfhood:  that  the 
inimuation  with  refpect  to  the  fiege  of  Gibraltar 
"was  equally  untrue,  his  mailer  having  made  no 

engage- 
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A.C.  17:16.  engagements  with  the  king  of  Spain  but  fuch  as 
were  fpecified  in  the  treaty  communicated  to  his 
Britannic  majefty.  He  laid,  the  hoftilities  notori- 
oufly  committed  in  the  Weft-Indies,  and  elfe- 
.where,  againft  the  king  of  Spain,  in  violation  of 
treaties,  feemed  to  juitify  that  prince's  undertak- 
jng  the  fiege  of  Gibraltar.  Finally,  he  demand- 
.ed,  in  the  name  of  his  Imperial  majefty,  fuitable 
Reparation  for  the  injury  his  honour  had  fuftained 
from  fuch  calumnious  imputations.  Both  houfes 
of  parliament  expreffed  their  indignation  at  the 
infolence  of  this  memorial,  in  an  addrefs  to  his 
majefty ;  and  Mr.  Palms  was  ordered  to  depart 
the  kingdom.  Virulent  declarations  were  prefent- 
ed  by  the  minifters  of  the  emperor  and  king  of 
Great-Britain,  to  the  diet  of  the  empire  at  Ratif- 
bon  i  and  fuch  perfonal  reflections  retorted  be- 
tween thefe  two  potentates,  that  all  hope  of  re- 
conciliation vaniihed. 

King  George,  in  order  to  fecure  himfelf  againft 
the  impending  ftorm,  entered  into  more  ftridt  en- 
gagements with  the  French  king ;  and  agreed 
to  pay  fifty  thoufand  pounds  for  three  years  to  the 
king  of  Sweden,  in  confideration  of  that  prince's 
holding  in  readinefs  a  body  of  ten  thoufand  troops 
for  the  occalions  of  the  alliance.  He  concluded  a 
frefii  treaty  with  the  king  of  Denmark,  who  pro- 
mifcd  to  furnim  a  certain  number  of  auxiliaries, 
on  account  of  a  large  fublidy  granted  by  the  king 
of  France.  The  proportions  of  troops  to  be  fent 
into  the  field,  in  caie  of  a  rupture,  were  afcertain- 
ed.  His  Britannic  majefty  engaged  for  four  and 
twenty  thoufand  men,  and  a  ilrong  fquadron  to 
Convention  be  fent  into  the  Baltic.  He  made  a  convention 
withswcden  with  the  prince  of  Hefle-CaiTel,  who  undertook  to 
cliy"^ '  provide  eight  thoufand  infantry  and  four  thoufand 
norfc>  in  confideration  of  feventy-four  thoufand 
pounds  to  be  paved  by  Great- Britain  immediately, 
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and  fifty  thouland  pounds  more  in  cafe  the  troops  A.C.  1726. 
mould    be   required,    befides   their    pay  and  fub- 
fillence.     Such  was  the  fruit  of  all  the  alliances  fo  Annals.  • 
induftrioufly  planted   fince  the  accefiion  of  king|J?b-inparl- 
George  to  the  throne   of  Great- Britain.     In  thcLiWofthe 
day  of  his  trouble,  the  king  of  Pruffia,  who  ha«i Aamir*ls- 
efpoufed   his  daughter,  deferted  his  intereft ;  and 
the  dates  general  iiood  aloof.     Por  the  fecurity  or 
his   German   dominions,    he   had    recourfe  to  the 
king  of  France,  who  was  a  precarious  ally  ;  to  the 
kings  of  Sweden  and  Denmark,  and  the  princi- 
pality of  Hefie-Cailel  :   but  none  of  thefe  powers 
would  contribute    their  afiiftance,    without  being 
gratified    with    exorbitant   fubfidies,    though    the 
danger  was  common,  and  the  efforts  ought  to  have 
been  equal.     Inftead  of  allies,  they  profefled  them- 
felves   mercenaries.     Great-Britain  paid  them  for 
the  defence  of  their  own  dominions  :  me  more- 
over undertook  to  maintain  a  powerful  fleet  for 
their  fafety.      Is  there  any  Briton  fo  weak  as  to 
think,  or  io  fool-hardy  as  to  affirm,  that  this  was  a 
Britifh  quarrel  ? 

For  the  fupport  of  thofe  expenfive  treaties,  Mr. A>  c<  1727> 
Scroope,  fecretary  of  the  treafury,  moved  in  the 
-  houie  of  commons,  that,  in  the  malt-tax  bill,  they 
mould  inl'ert  a  claufe  of  appropriation,  impowering 
the  king  to  apply  fuch  fums  as  fhould  be  neceflary 
for  defraying  the  expences  and  engagements 
which  had  been  or  mould  be  made  before  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  September,  in  concerting  fuch 
meaiures  as  he  mould  think  moft  conducive  to 
the  fecurity  of  trade,  and  reftoring  the  peace  of 
Europe.  To  little  purpole  did  the  members  in 
the  oppofition  urge,  that  this  method  of  afking 
and  granting  fupplies  was  unparliamentary  :  that 
fuch  a  clauie  would  render  ineffectual  that  appro- 
priation of  the  public  money,  which  the  wifdom 
of  all  parliaments  had  thought  a  neceffhry  fecurity 

aaunft 
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A.C.  1727.  againft  mifapplication,  which  was  the  more  to  be 
feared,  as  no  provifion  was  made  to  call  any  per- 
fon  to  account  for  the  money  that  mould  be  dif- 
pofed  of  by  virtue  of  this  claufe  :  that  great  fums 
had  already  been  granted  :  that  fuch  an  unlimited 
power  ought  never  to  be  given  in  a  free  govern- 
ment:  that  fuch  confidence  in  the  crown  might, 
through  the  influence  of  evil  minifters,  be  attend- 
ed with  the  moft  dangerous  confequences :  that 
the  conftitution  could  not  be  preferred,  but  by  a 
ftrict  adherence  to  thofe  efiential  parliamentary 
forms  of  granting  fupplies  upon  eftimates,  and  of 
appropriating  thefe  fupplies  to  fervices  and  occa- 
fions  publicly  avowed  and  judged  necefTary  :  that 
fuch  claufes,  if  not  feafonably  checked,  would  be- 
come fo  frequent,  as  in  time  to  lodge  in  the  crown 
and  in  the  minifters  an  abfolute  and  uncontroul- 
•  %  able  power  of  raifing  money  upon  the  people, 
•which  by  the  conftitution  is,  and  with  fafety  can 
only  be,  lodged  in  the  whole  legiflature.  The 

«edh?f  motion  was  carried,  the  claufe  added,  and  the  bill 
pafied  through  the  other  honle  without  amend- 
ment, though  not  without  oppofition.  Notwith- 
ftanding  this  vote  of  credit,  Sir  William  Yonge 
moved,  that  towards'  the  fupply  granted  to  the 
king,  the  fum  of  three  hundred  and  feventy  thou- 
fand  pounds  mould  be  raifcd  by  loans  on  ex- 
chequer-bills, to  be  charged  on  the  furplus  of  the 
duties  on  coal  and  culm,  which  was  referved  for 
the  parliament's  difpofal.  Though  this  motion 
was  vigorously  oppofed  by  Sir  Joieph  Jekyll  and 
Mr.  Pulteney,  as  a  dangerous  deviation  from  fe- 
veral  votes  and  afts  of  parliament,  by  which  the 
exceedings  of  the  public  funds  were  appropriated 
to  the  difcharge  of  the  national  debt,  or  to  the 
increafe  of  the  fmking-fund,  it  was  carried  by 
the  majority. 

On 
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On  the  fifteenth  day  of  May  the  parliament  was*- c-  '7*7 
prorogued,  after  the  king  had  acknowledged  their 
zeal,  liberality,  and  difpatch ;  and  given  them  to 
underftand,  that  the  fiege  of  Gibraltar  was  actually  ^ 
begun.  The  trenches  were  opened  before  this  oiEjur  by 
fortrefs  on  the  eleventh  day  of  February,  by  the  Jjj  sP>Bi- 
Conde-de-las  Torres,  at  the  head  of  twenty  thou-" 
fand  men.  The  place  was  well  provided  for 
a  defence ;  and  the  old  earl  of  Portmore,  who 
was  governor,  embarked  with  a  reinforcement 
from  England,  under  convoy  of  a  fleet  command- 
ed by  Sir  Charles  Wager.  He  arrived  at  Gibral- 
tar in  the  beginning  of  April,  where  he  landed  the 
troops,  with  a  great  quantity  of  ammunition,  war- 
like ftores,  and  four  and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon. 
At  the  fame  time,  five  hundred  men  arrived  from 
Minorca  -,  fo  that  the  garrifon  amounted  to  fix 
thoufand,  who  were  plentifully  fupplied  with  frefh 
provifions  from  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  and  treated 
the  efforts  of  the  befiegers  with  great  contempt. 
The  ftates-general  being  apprehenfive  of  an  at- 
tempt upon  their  barrier  in  the  Netherlands,  de- 
fired  the  king  would  hold  in  readinefs  the  ten 
thoufand  auxiliaries  ftipulated  in  the  treaty.  They 
were  immediately  prepared  for  embarkation,  and 
the  forces  of  England  were  augmented  with  thirty 
new-raifed  companies.  Sir  John  Norris  fet  fail 
with  a  powerful  fleet  for  the  Baltic,  and  was  joined 
by  a  Danifh  fquadron  ;  but  the  czarina  dying  on 
the  feventeenth  day  of  May,  he  had  no  occafion  to 
commit  hoftilities,  as  the  Ruffian  armament  was 
laid  afide. 

Mean  while,  the  powers  at  variance,  though  ex- 
tremely irritated  againft  each  other,  were  all  equal- 
ly averfe  to  a  war  that  might  again  embroil  all 
Europe.  The  king  of  France  interpofed  his  me- 
diation, which  was  -  conduced  by  the  duke  of 
Richelieu,  his  ambafiador  at  Vienna.  Plans  and 

N°.  97.  Y  counter- 
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A.  c.  1727.  counter- plans  of  pacification  were  propoied  between 
freiimina-  the  two  crowns  and  the  allies.  At  length  all  par- 
yiLx.  ^es  agreed  to  twelve  preliminary  articles,  which 
were  iigned  in  May  at  Paris,  by  the  minifters  of 
the  Hanover  alliance,  and  afterwards  at  Vienna,  by 
the  Imperial  and  Spanifh  ambafiadors.  They  im- 
ported, that  hoftilities  fhould  immediately  ceafe  ? 
that  the  charter  of  the  Oftend  company  mould  be 
fufpended  for  feven  years ;  and  that  a  congrels 
mould  in  four  months  be  opened  at  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  for  adjufting  all  differences,  and  con- 
folidating  the  peace  of  Europe.  This  congrels 
was  afterwards  transferred  to  SoifTons,  for  the 
conveniency  of  the  French  minifter,  whofe  prefence 
was  neceiTary  at  court.  The  fiege  of  Gibraltar 
was  raited,  after  it  had  lafted  four  months,  during 
which  the  Spaniards  loft  a-  great  number  of  men 
by  ficknefs,  while  the  garrifon  fuftained  very  little 
damage.  The  court  of  Madrid,  however,  ftarted 
lome  new  difficulties,  and  for  fbme  time  would 
not  confent  to  the  reftitution  of  the  South-lea  fhip, 
which  had  been  detained  at  La  Vera  Cruz,  in  the 
Weft-Indies  j  fo  that  Sir  Charles  Wager  continued 
to  cruize  on  the  coaft  of  Spain.  But  thefe  objec- 
tions were  removed  in  the  feqnel. 

King  George  having  appointed  a  regency,  em- 
barked at  Greenwich  on  the  third  day  of  June,  and 
landing  in  Holland  on  the  feventh,  let  out  on  his 
journey  to  Hanover.     He  was  fuddenly  feized  with 
~a  paralytic  dilbrder  on  the   road,  loft  the  faculty 
of  fpeech,    became  lethargic,  was  conveyed  in  a 
^.rlaer     ftate  of  infenfibility  toOfaabrug,  where  he  expired 
pfktng       on  Sunday  the  eleventh  day  of  June,  in  the  fixty- 
t-wrgei.     ^jgj^h  year  Of  his  age,  and  in  the  thirteenth  of  his 
reign,     peorge  I.  was  plain  and  fimple  in  his  per- 
»        fon  and  addrefs  •,  grave  and  compoled  in  his  de- 
portment, though  eafy,  familiar,  and  facetious  in 
his  hours  of  relaxation.     Before  he  afcended  the 

throne 
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throne  of  Great-Britain,  he  had  acquired  the  cha- A- c-  «7»7» 
rafter  of  a  circumfpect  general,  a  juft  and  merciful 
prince,  and  a  wife  politician,  who  perfectly  un- 
derftood,  and  fteadily  purfued  his  own  intereft. 
With  thefe  qualities,  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that 
he  came  to  England  extremely  well  difpofed  to 
govern  his  new  iubjects  according  to  the  maxims 
of  the  Britifh  conilitution,  and  the  genius  of  the 
people  ;  and,  if  ever  he  feemed  to  deviate  from 
thele  principles,  we  may  take  it  for  granted,  that 
he  was  milled  by  the  venal  fuggeftions  of  a  mini- 
ilry  whole  power  and  influence  were  founded  on 
corruption  *. 


*  George  I.  married  the  prin- 
cefs  Sophia  Dorothy,  daughter 
and  heirefs  of  the  duke  of 
Zell,  by  whom  he  had  his 
prefent  majefty  George  II.  and 
the  late  queen  of  Pruflia.  The 
king's  body  was  conveyed  to 
Hanover,  and  interred  among 
his  anceitors. 

Fiom  the  death  of  Charles  II. 
to  this  period,  England  made 
£  confiderable  figure  in  every 
branch  of  literature.  Dr.  At- 
terbury  and  Dr.  Clarke  diltin-r 
guifhed  themlelves  in  divinity : 
Mr.  Whifton  wrote  in  defence 
of  arianifm  :  John  Locke  ihone 
forth  the  great  reltorer  of  hu- 
man reafon  :  Cudworth  traced 
the  whole  labyrinth  of  meta- 
phyfical  argumentation  :  the 
earl  of  Shaftibury  railed  an  ele- 
gant, though  feeble,  fyftem  of 
moral  philofophy :  Berkeley, 
Afterwards  bifhop  of  Cloyne  in 
Ireland,  furpafled  all  his  co- 
temporaries  in  fubtlety  and 
variety  of  metaphyfical  argu- 
ments, as  well  as  in  the  art  of 
(deduction  :  lord  Bolingbroke's 
fajents  as  a  metaphyfician  have 


been  questioned  fmce  his  poft- 
humcus  works  appeared  :  great 
progrefs  was  made  in  ma- 
thematics and  aftronomy,  by 
Wallis,  Halley,  and  Flam- 
ftead :  the  art  of  medicine 
owed  foHie  valuable  improve- 
ments to  the  claflical  Dr.Freind, 
and  the  elegant  Dr.  Mead. 
Among  the  poets  of  this  zera 
we  number  John  Phillips,  au- 
thor of  a  didaftic  poem  called 
Cyder,  a  performance  of  real 
merit ;  he  lived  and  died  in 
obfcurity  :  William  Congreve, 
celebrated  for  his  comedies, 
which  are  not  fo  famous  for 
ftrength  of  character  and  power 
of  humour,  as  for  wit,  ele- 
gance, and  regularity :  Van- 
brugh,  who  wrote  with  more 
nature  and  fire,  though  with 
lefs  art  and  precifion  :  Steele, 
who  in  his  comedies  fuccefs- 
fully  ingrafted  modern  charac- 
ters on  the  antient  drama:  Far- 
quhar,  who  drew  his  pictures 
from  fancy  rather  than  from 
nature,  and  whofe  chief  merit 
confilts  in  the  agreeable  pert- 
nefs  and  vivacity  of  his  dia- 
logue ; 
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A.  C.  1727.  logue  :  Addifon,  whofe  fame 
as  a  poet  greatly  exceeded  his 
genius,  which  was  cold  and 
enervate;  though  he  yielded 
to  none  in  the  character  of  an 
efiayift,  either  for  ftyle  or  mat- 
ter :  Swift,  whofe  mufe  feems 
to  have  been  meer  mifan- 
thropy.  He  was  a  cynic  ra- 
ther than  a  poet ;  and  his  na- 
tural drynefs  and  farcaftic  fe- 
verity  would  have  been  un- 
pleafing,  had  not  he  qualified 
them  by  adopting  the  extra- 
vagant humour  of  Lucian  and 
Rabelais:  Prior,  lively,  fami- 
•  liar,  and  amufing  :  Rowe,  fb- 
Jemn,  florid,  and  declama- 
tory: Pope,  the  prince  of 


lyric  poetry,  unrivalled  in  fa- 
tire,  ethics,  and  polifhed  ver^ 
fification  :  the  agreeable  Par- 
nel :  the  wild,  the  witty,  and 
the  whimfical  Garth :  Gay, 
whofe  fables  may  vie  with  thofe 
of  La  Fontaine,  in  native  hu- 
mour, eafe,  and  fimplicity: 
and  whofe  genius  for  paftoral 
was  truly  original.  Dr.  Bent- 
ley  flood  foremoft  in  the  lift  of 
critics  and  commentators.  Sir 
Chriftopher  Wren  raifed  fome 
noble  monuments  of  architec- 
ture. The  moft  remarkable 
political  writers  were  Dave- 
nant,  Hare,  Swift,  Steele,  Ad- 
difon, Bolingbroke,  and  Trea- 
chard. 
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r  A  Tthe  acceflion  of  George  II.  the  nation  A.c.  i71; 
JL\.  had  great  reafon  to  wifh  for  an  alteration 
ofmeafures.  The  public  debt,  notwithftanding  acSth« 
the  boafted  oeconomy  and  management  of  the  d 
minifters;  notwithftanding  the  finking-fund, 
which  had  been  extolled  as  a  growing  treafure 
facred  to  the  difcharge  of  national  incumbrances, 
was  now  increafed  to  fifty  millions  two  hundred 
fixty-one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fix  pounds, 
nineteen  millings,  eight-pence,  three  farthings^ 
The  kingdom  was  bewildered  in  a  labyrinth  of 
treaties  and  conventions,  by  which  it  ftood  en- 
gaged in  pecuniary  fubfidies  to  many  powers  up- 
on the  continent,  with  whom  its  real  interefts 
could  never  be  connected.  The  wealth  of  the 
nation  had  been  lavifhed  upon  thefe  foreign  con- 
nexions ;  upon  unneceflary  wars  and  fruitlefs 
Expeditions.  Dangerous  encroachment  had  been 
made  upon  the  conftitution  by  the  repeal  of  the 
act  for  triennial  parliaments ;  by  frequent  fuf- 
penfions  of  the  Habeas  corpus  act  upon  frivo- 
lous occafions-,  by  repealing  claufes  in  the  aft  of 
fettlement ;  by  votes  of  credit ;  by  habituating 
the  people  to  a  ftanding  army ;  and  above  all, 
byeftabliming  a  fyftem  of  corruption,  which  at  all 
times  would  fecure  a  majority  in  parliament. 
The  nature  of  prerogative,  by  which  the  liber- 
ties of  the  nation  had  formerly  been  fb  often  en- 

NlTMB.XCVIlI. 
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A.€.  1717.  dangered,  was  now  fo  well  underftood,  and  fo 
fecurely  reftrained,  that  it  could  no  longer  be 
ufed  for  the  fame  oppreflive  purpofes  :  befides, 
an  avowed  extenfion  of  the  prerogative  required 
more  ability,  courage,  and  refolution,  than  the 
prefent  miniilry  could  exert.  They  underftood 
their  own  ftrength,  and  had  recourfe  to  a  more 
lafe  and  effectual  expedient.  The  vice,  luxury, 
aud  proftitution  of  the  age,  the  almoft  total  ex- 
tinction of  fentiment,  honour,  and  public  fpirit, 
had  prepared  the  minds  of  men  for  ilavery  and 
corruption.  The  means  were  in  the  hands  of 
the  miniftry  :  the  public  treaiure  was  at  their 
devotion  :  they  multiplied  places  and  penfions 
to  increafe  the  number  of  their  dependents  :  they 
fquandered  away  the  money  of  the  nation  with- 
out tafte,  discernment,  decency,  or  remorfe  : 
they  enlifted  an  army  of  the  mod  abandoned 
emiffaries,  whom  they  employed  to  vindicate 
the  worft  meafures,  in  the  face  of  truth,  com- 
mon fenfe,  and  common  honefty  j  and  they  did 
not  fail  to  ftigmatize  as  Jacobites  and  enemies 
to  the  government,  all  thole  who  prefumed  to 
queftion  the  merit  of  their  adminiftration. 
The  fupreme  direction  of  affairs  was  not  yet 

» 

engrofled  by  a  fingle  minifter.  Lord  Townfliend 
had  the  reputation  of  conducing  the  external 

r   r\'  i 

traniactions  relating  to  treaties  and  negotia- 
tions. He  is  faid  to  have  underftood  that  pro- 
vince, tho'  he  did  not  always  follow  the  dictates 
of  his.  awn  underftanding.  He  pofTelTed  an  eii- 
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tenfive  fund  of  knowledge;  and  was  well  ac-    A-c-  rr*:« 
quainted  with  the  functions  of  his  office.     The 
duke  of  N.  his  collegue,  was  not  remarkable  for 
any  of  thefe  qualifications ;  he  owed  his  promo- 
tion  to  his  uncommon  zeal  for  the  illuftrkws 
houfe  of  Hanover,  aed  to  the  ftrength  of  his  in- 
tereft  in  parliament,  rather  than  to  his  judg- 
ment,  precifion,  or  any  other  intellectual  merit. 
Lord  C.  who  may  be  counted  an  auxiliary,  tho* 
not  immediately  concerned  in  the  adminiftration, 
had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  character  of  en- 
voy at  feveral   courts  in  Europe.     He  had  at- 
tained an  intimate  knowledge  of  all  the  different 
interefts   and  connexions  fubfifting  among  the 
powers  of  the  continent;   and  he  infinitely  fur- 
paffed  all  the  minifters  in  learning  and  capacity. 
He  was,  indeed,  the  only  man  of  genius  employ- 
ed under  this  government.     He  Ipoke  with  eafe 
and  propriety  ;    his   conceptions  were  juft  and 
lively ;  his  inferences  bold  ;  his  counfels  vigorous 
and  warm.     Yet  he  depreciated  his  talents  by 
acting  in  a  fubordinate  character  to  thofe  whom 
he  defpifed  ;  and  feemed  to  look  upon  the  per- 
nicious meafures  of  a  bad  miniftry  with  filent 
contempt,   rather  than  with  avowed  dcteftatiort. 
The  interior  government  of  Great-Britain  was 
chiefly  managed  by  Sir  Robert  W.  a  man  of  ex- 
traordinary talents,  who  had  from  low  begin- 
nings raifed  himfelf  to  the  head  of  the  treafury. 
Having  obtained  a  feat  in  the  lower  houfe,  he 
declared  himielf  one  of  the  mod  forward  parti- 
Z  2  fans 
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A.  0.1717.  fans  of  the  Whig  faction.  He  was  endued  with 
a  fpecies  of  eloquence,  which,  though  neither 
nervous  nor  elegant,  flowed  with  great  facility, 
and  was  fo  plaufible  on  all  fubjects,  that  even 
when  he  mifreprefented  the  truth,  whether  from 
ignorance  or  deftgn,  he  feldom  failed  to  perfuade 
that  part  of  his  audience  for  whofe  hearing  his 
harangur  was  chiefly  intended.  He  was  well  ac- 

,  quainted  with  the  nature  of  the  public  funds, 

and  nnderftood  the  whole  myftery  of  ftock-job- 
bing.  This  knowledge  produced  a  connexion 
between  him  and  the  money-corporations,  which 
ferved  to  enhance  his  importance.  He  perceiv- 
ed the  bulk  of  mankind  were  actuated  by  a  for- 
did third  of  lucre  ;  had  fagacity  enough  to  con- 
vert the  degeneracy  of  the  times  to  his  own  ad- 
vantage ;  artd  on  this,  and  this  alone,  he  found- 
ed the  whole  fuperftructure  of  his  fubfequent  ad- 
min i  fixation .  In  the  late  reign  he  had,  by  dint 
of  fpeaking  decifively  to  every  queftion,  by  bold- 
ly impeaching  the  conduct  of  the  Tory  minifters, 
by  his  activity  in  elections,  and  engaging  as  a 
projector  in  the  fehemes  of  the  monied  intereft, 
become  a  leading  member  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons. By  his  fufferings  under  the  Tory  parlia- 
ment, he  attained  the  rank  of  a  martyr  to  his 
party:  his  intereft,  his  reputation,  andhispre- 
iumption  daily  increafed :  he  oppofed  Sunder- 
land  as  his  rival  in  power,  and  headed  a  danger- 
ous defection  from  the  miniftry,  which  evinced 
the  greatnefs  of  his  influence  and  authority.  He 

had 
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Had  the  glory  of  being  principally  concerned  in  A- c-  ':*'• 
effecting  a  reconciliation  between  the  late  king 
and  the  prince  of  Wales :  then  he  was  reaflb- 
ciated  in  the  adminiftration  with  additional  cre- 
dit ;  and,  from  the  death  of  the  earls  of  Sunder- 
land  and  Stanhope,  he  had  been  making  long 
ilrides  towards  the  office  of  prime  minifter.  He 
knew  the  maxims  he  had  adopted  would  fub- 
jecl:  him  to  the  hatred,  the  ridicule,  and  reproach 
of  fome  individuals,  who  had  not  yet  r^figned 
all  fentiments  of  patriotifrrij  nor  all  views  of  op- 
pofition  :  but  the  number  of  thefe  was  inconfi- 
.derable  when  compared  to  that  which  conftitutecj 
the  body  of  the  community ;  and  he  would  not 
fuffer  the  confideration  of  fuch  antagonifts  to 
come  in  competition  with  his  fchemes  of  power, 
affluence,  and  authority.  Neverthelefs,  low  as 
he  had  humbled  antiminifterial  aflbciation,  it  re- 
quired all  his  artifice  to  elude,  all  his  patience 
and  natural  phlegm,  to  bear  the  power/ul  argu- 
ments that  were  urged,  and  the  keen  fatire  that 
was  exercifed  againil  his  meafures  and  manage- 
ment, by  a  few  members  in  the  oppofition.  Sir 
William  Wyndham  pofleiTed  ;all  the  energy  of 
elocution  j  Mr.  Shippen  was  calm,  intrepid, 
ihrewd,  and  farcaftic  ;  Mr.  Hungerford  fly,  in- 
finuating,  and  ironical.  Mr.  W.  P.  inherited 
from  nature  a  good  underflanding,  which  he  had 
fludioufly  cultivated.  He  was  one  of  the  molt 
learned  members  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  ex- 
t  tremely  well  qualified  to  judge  of  literary  p:o- 
7-  3  dudions  9 
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A. 0.1727,  ductions;  well  read  in  hiftory  and  politics  ( 
deeply  fkilled  in  the  Britifh  conftitution,  the  de- 
tail of  government,  and  the  nature  of  the  finan- 
ces. He  fpoke  with  freedom,  fluency,  and  un- 
common warmth  of  declamation,  which  was  faid 
to  be  the  effect  of  perfonal  animofity  to  Sir  R. 
W.  with  whom  he  had  been  formerly  con- 
nected. 

An  exprefs  arriving  on  the  fourteenth  day  of 

June  with  an  account  of  the  late  king's  death, 

his  prefent  majefty  king  George  II.  repaired  from 

Richmond,  where  he  received  this  intelligence, 

to  Leicefter-houfe ;    and  the   members  of  the 

privy- council  being  affembled,  were  fworn  a- new. 

The  king  declared  his  firm  purpofe  to  preferve 

the  conftitution  in  church  and   ftate,    and  to 

cultivate  thofe  alliances  which  his  father   had 

made  with  foreign  princes.     At  the  fame  time 

he  took  and  fubfcribcd  the  oath  for  the  fecurity 

of  the  church  of  Scotland,  as  required  by  the  act 

of  union.     Next  day  he  was  proclaimed  king  of 

Great-Britain.  The  parliament  affembled  in  pur- 

fuance  of  the  act  made  for  that  purpofe ;   but 

was  immediately  prorogued   by  commifiion  to 

the  twenty- feventh  day  of  the  month.     All  the 

great  officers  of  ftate  continued  in  their  places  : 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  kept  pofleflion  of  the  trea- 

fury  •,   and  the  fyftem  of  politics  which  the  late 

king  eftablifhed  underwent  no  fort  of  alteration. 

The  king,  in   his  fpeech  to  both  houfes  at  the 

opening  of  the  fcJTioB,  profeffed  a  fixed  refolu-r 
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tion  to  merit  the  love  and  affection  of  his  peo-    A-  c-  '7*7. 
pie,    by  maintaining  them  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  their  religious  and  civil  rights.     He  promifed 
to  leffen  the  public  expence  as  foon  as  the  cir- 
cumftances of  affairs  would  permit :  he  obferved 
to  the  commons,  that  the  grant  of  the  greateft 
part  of  the  civil-lift  revenues  was  now  determin- 
ed ;  and  that  it  would  be  neceflary  for  them  to 
make  a  newprovifion  for  the  fupport  of  him  and 
his  family :  and   he  recommended  it   to    both 
houfes  to  difpatch  the  bufmels  that  mould  be  ne- 
ceffarily  brought   before  them,  as  the  feafon  of 
the  year  and  the  circumftances  of  time  required 
their  prefence  in  the  country.  Addreffes  of  condo- 
lance  and   congratulation  being  drawn  up  and 
prefented,   the  commons,  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  took  into  confideration  a  motion  for 
a  fupply  to  his  majefty.     Sir  Robert  Walpole   Debates  m 
having  obferved,  that  the  annual  fum  of  feven    E^cmS 
hundred  thovafand  pounds  granted  to  and  fettled   It;1Jtec'va" 
en  the  late  king,  had  fallen  fhort  every  year  •,  and, 
that  his  prefent  majefty's  expences  were  likely  to 
increafe  by  rcafon  of  the  largenefs  of  his  family, 
moved,    that  the  intire  revenues  of  the  civil  lift, 
which  produced  about  eight  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum,  Ihould  be  fettled  on  the  king 
during  his  life.     Mr.  Shippen  oppofed  this  mo- 
tion, as  inconfiftent    with  the  truft  repoled  in 
them  as  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  who  ought 
to  be  very  frugal  in  exercifing  the  right  of  giv- 
ing away  the  public  money.     He  faid,  the  him 
Z  4  of 
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'7*7«   of  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  was  not  ob- 
tained for  his  late  majefty  without  a  long  and 
folemn  debate  j  and  every  member  who  contend- 
ed for  it  at  that  time,  allowed  it  to  be  an  ample 
royal  revenue :   that  although  his  majefty 's  fa- 
mily fhould  be  enlarged,  a  circumftance  which 
had  been  urged  as  one  reafon  for  the  motion,  he 
prefumedthe  appointments  of  prince  Frederick 
would  be  much  inferior  to  thofe  fettled  on  his 
prefent  majefty  when  he  was  prince  of  Wales ; 
befides,  it  was  to  be  hoped,  that  many  perfonal, 
many  particular  expences  in  the  late  reign,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  for  frequent  journies  to  Hanover, 
would  be  difcontinued,  and  intirely  ceafe.     He 
obferved,    that  the  civil-lift  branches    in   the 
queen's  reign  did  not  often  exceed  the  fum  of 
five  hundred  and  fifty  thou&nd  pounds ;  never- 
thelefs,  me  called  upon  her  parliament  but  once 
in  a  reign  of  thirteen  years,  to  pay  the  debts  con- 
tracted in  her  civil  government  •,  and,  thefe  were 
occafioned  by  the  unparalelled  inftances  of  her 
N    piety  and  generofity.     She  gave  the  firft -fruits 
,and  tenths,  arifing  to  nineteen  thoufand  pounds 
-  a  year,  as  an  augmentation  of  the  maintenance 
of  the  poor  clergy.     She  beftowed  five  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum,  out  of  the  poft-office,  on 
t£e  duke  of  Marlborough :   (he  fuffered  feven 
hundred  pounds  to  be  charged  weekly  on  the 
fame  office,  for  the  fervice  of  the  public :   me 
expended    feveral    hundred    thoufand   pounds 
iij  buil4ing  the  caftle   of  Blenheim  :  fhe   al- 
lowed 
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Jowed  four  thoufand  pounds  annually  to  prince  A,c.17I7. 
Charles  of  Denmark  :  fhe  fuftained  great  lofies 
by  the  tin- contrail :  fhe  fupported  the  poor  Pa- 
latines :  fhe  exhibited  many  other  proofs  of  royal 
bounty,  and,  immediately  before  her  death,  (he 
had  formed  a  plan  of  retrenchment;  which 
would  have  reduced  her  yearly  expences  to  four 
hundred  and  fifty- nine  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  forty-one  pounds.  He  affirmed,  that  a  mil- 
lion a -year  would  not  be  fufficient  to  carry  on  the 
exorbitant  expences,  fo  often  and  fo  juftly  com- 
plained of  in  the  houfe  of  commons  :  that  over 
and  above  the  yearly  allowance  of  feven  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  many  occafional  taxes,  many 
exec/five  fums  were  raifed,  and  all  funk  in  the 
bottomlefs  gulph  of  fecret  fervice.  Two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  were  raifed  in  de- 
fiance of  the  ancient  parliamentary  methods,  to 
fecure  the  kingdom  from  a  Swedifh  invafion; 
then  the  two  infu  ranee -offices  were  erected,  and 
payed  near  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  for 
their  charters :  our  enmity  with  Sweden  being 
changed  into  alliance,  a  fubfidy  of  feventy-two 
thoufand  pounds  was  implicitly  granted,  to  ful- 
fil fome  fecret  engagement  with  that  crown: 
four  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  were  given  for 
burning  merchant  fhips  arrived  from  infected 
places,  though  the  goods,  which  ought  to  have 
been  deftroyed  for  the  public  fafety,  were  after- 
wards privately  fohd  •,  a  fum  of  five  hundred 
jhouiand  pounds  was  demanded  and  granted,  for 

paying 
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A. 0.1727.   paying  the  debts  of  the  civil-lift ;  and  his  maje- 
1       fly  declared,  by  meffage,  he  was  refolved  to  re- 
trench his  expences  for  the  future.  Notwithftand- 
ing  this  refolution,  in  kfs  than  four  years,  a  new 
demand  of  the  like  fum  was  made  and  granted, 
to  diicharge  new   incumbrances  :    the   Spanifh 
fhips  of  war  which  admiral   Byng  took  in  the 
Mediterranean,  were  fold  for  a  confiderable  fum 
of  money  :   one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thou- 
iand  pounds  were  granted  in  the  laft  feflion,   to 
be  fecretly  difpofed  of  for  the  public  utility  •,  and 
there  was  Hill  a  debt  in  the  civil  government, 
amounting  to  above  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
He  took  notice,  that  this  amazing  extravagance 
happened  under  the  conduft  of  perfons  pretending 
to  furpafs  all  their  predecefibrs  in  the  knowledge 
and  care  of  the  public  revenue  :  that  as  none  of 
thefe  fums  had  been  accounted  for,  they  were,  in 
all  probability,  employed  in  fervices  not  fit  to  be 
owned.     He  laid,  he  heartily  wifhed  that  time, 
the  great  difcoverer  of  hidden  truths,  and  con- 
cealed iniquities,  might  produce  a  lift  of  all  fuch 
as  had  been  perverted  from  their  public  duty  by 
private  penfions  •,  who  had  been  the  hired  flaves, 
and    the   corrupt  inftruments  of  a  profufe  and 
vain-glorious    adminiftration.       He   propofed, 
that  inftead  of  granting  an  addition  to  the  civil- 
lift,  they  mould  reftrid  that  revenue  to  a  certain 
fum,   by   concluding    the   queftion  with   thefe 
words,  "  in  like  manner  as  they  were  granted  and 
*•*  continual  to  his  late  majcfty,  fo  as  to  make  up 

"the 
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<c  the  clear  yearly  fum  of  feven  hundred  thoudnd  A- c>  f72> 
"  pounds."  To  thefe  particulars,  which  were  in- 
deed unanswerable,  no  reply  was  made.  Even 
this  mark  of  decency  was  layed  afide  as  idle  and 
fuperfluous.  The  houfe  agreed  to  the  motion  ; 
and  a  bill  was  brought  in  for  the  better  fupport 
ef  his  majefty's  houmold.  The  commons  hav- 
ing received  a  mefiage  from  the  king,  defiring 
they  would  make  further  provifion  for  the  queen 
his  confort,  refolved,  That  in  cafe  Ihe  mould 
furvive  his  majefty,  the  fum  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  mould  be  fettled  upon  her  for 
life,  charged  upon  the  revenues  of  the  civil  lift, 
together  with  his  majefty's  palace  of  Somerfet- 
houfe,  and  Richmond  Old  Park.  A  bill  was 
formed  on  this  refolution,  which,  as  well  as  the 
other,  pafied  both  houfes ;  and  received  the 
royal  afifent  on  the  feventeenth  day  of  July,  when 
the  king,  in  a  fpeech  to  both  houfes,  exprefied 
his  fatisfacYton  with  their  conduct ;  and  congra- 
tulated them  upon  the  wealch  and  glory  of  the 
nation,  by  which  they  had  acquired  fuch  weight 
in  holding  the  balance  of  Europe.  Then  the 
lord- chancellor  prorogued  the  parliament  to  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  Auguft;  but  on  the  feventh 
of  that  month  a  proclamation  was  iflued  for  dif- 
folving  this  and  convoking  another. 

In  the  interim  fome  changes  were  made  in   Cha-g« 
different  departments  of  civil  oeconomy.     Lord   and  P|OIW>- 
yifcount  Torrington  was  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  admiralty  :    the  earl  of  Weftmoreland  was 

ap- 
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A..c.i7z7.  appointed  firft  lord-commiflioner  of  trade  and 
plantations.'  Philip  Dormer  Stanhope,  earl  of 
Chefterfield,  a  nobleman  remarkable  for  his  wit, 
eloquence,  and  polifhed  manners,  was  nomi- 
nated ambafiador  to  the  Hague.  The  privy- 
council  being  difiblved,  another  was  appointed 
of  the  members  then  prefent.  The  duke  of 
Devonfhire  was  dignified  with  the  place  of  pre- 
fident ;  and  the  duke  of  St.  A  loan's  was  ap- 
pointed m after  of  the  horfe.  On  the  eleventh 
day  of  Oclober  the  coronation  of  the  king  and 
queen  was  performed  at  Weftminfter-abbey, 
with  the  ufual  iblemnity  *.  By  this  time  the 
courts  of  France  and  Spain  were  perfectly  recon- 
ciled :  all  Europe  was  freed  from  the  calamities 
of  war  -,  and  the  peace  of  Great-Britain  fuffer- 
ed  no  interruption,  except  from  fome  tranfient 
tumults  among  the  tinners  of  Cornwall,  who, 
being  provoked  by  a  fcarcity  of  corn,  rofe  in 
arms,  and  plundered  the  granaries  of  that 
county. 

The  elections  in  England   and  Scotland  for 
the  parliament  having  fucceeded  on  the  new 

.• 

•  King  Gcorff  IT.  afcended  the  one  thoufand  fertn  hundred  »»d 
•brone  in  the  forty-fourth  year  of  feven  j  and  William  Auguftu»,  fcorn 
his  aje.  On  the  fecond  day  of  Sep-  at  London  on  the  fifteenth  day  of 
•ember,  cue  thoufand  feven  hundred  April,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  five,  he  efpoufed  the  princefs  and  twenty  one  :  Ae  had  likewife 
Wilhelmina  Cbarjotte  Caroline,  born  fnur  princefles,  namely,  Anne, 
daughter  to  John  Frederick  marquis  Amelia,  Carolina,  Mary,  and  wa« 
of  Brandenbuigh-Anfpach,  by  whom  afterwards  delivered  of  Lou i fa,  mar- 
he  had  two  fon»,  Frederic  Lewia  ried  in  the  f«j«el  10  the  king  of  Den- 
prince  of  Wales,  born  at  Harjorer  mark, 
.on  the  thirty-fin*  day  of  January, 

fyftem, 
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fyftem,  according  to  the  wilhes  of  the  miniftry,  A-c-  ir~- 
the  two  houfes  met  on  the  twenty-third  day  of 
January,  when  the  commons  unanimoufly  chofe 
for  their  fpeaker  Arthur  Onflow  efquire,  knight 
of  the  (hire  for  Surrey,  a  gentleman  of  exten- 
five  knowledge,  worth,  and  probity,  grave,  elo- 
quent, venerable,  and  every  way  qualified  for 
the  difcharge  of  that  honourable  and  important 
office.  The  king,  in  his  fpeech  to  this  new  par- 
liament, declared,  that  by  the  laft  advices  from 
abroad,  he  had  reafon  to  hope  the  difficulties 
which  had  hitherto  retarded  the  execution  of  the 
preliminaries,  and  the  opening  of  the  congrefs, 
would  foon  be  intirely  removed :  in  the  mean 
time  he  reprefented  the  abfolute  necefiity  of  con- 
tinuing the  preparations  which  had  hitherto  fe- 
cured  the  nation,  and  prevented  an  open  rupture 
in  Europe.  He  promifed,  that  his  firft  care 
ftiould  be  to  reduce  from  time  to  time  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  public,  as  often,  and  as  foon  as  the 
intereft  and  fafety  of  his  people  would  permir 
fuch  reduction.  He  exprefled  an  earneft  defire 
of  feeing  the  foundation  layed  of  an  effectual 
fcheme  for  the  increafe  and  encouragement  of 
feamen  in  general,  that  they  might  be  invited 
rather  than  compelled  into  the  fervice  of  their 
country.  Finally,  he  recommended  unanimity, 
zeal,  and  difpatch  of  the  public  bufinefs.  Thofe 
fpeeches,  penned  by  the  minifter,,  were  com- 
pofed  with  a  view  to  foothe  the  minds  of  the 
people  into  an  immediate  concurrence  with  the 

meafures 
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A.C.  1727.  meafures  of  the  government ;  but  without  any 
intention  of  performing  thofe  promifes  of  oeco^ 
nomy,  reformation,  and  national  advantage. 
The  two  houfes  feemed  to  vie  with  each  other 
in  exprefiions  of  applaufe  and  affection  to  his 
majefty.  The  lords,  in  their  ftddrefs,  hailed 
him  as  the  bed  of  kings,  and  true  father  of  his 
country.  The  commons  exprefied  the  warmeft 
fenfe  of  gratitude  for  the  bleflings  they  enjoyed 
in  his  reign,  though  it  was  not  yet  eight  months 
old.  They  approved  of  all  his  tranfactions  5 
promifed  to  fupport  him  in  all  his  undertak- 
ings ;  and  declared  they  would  chearfully  grant 
whatever  fupplies  mould  be  wanted  for  the  public 
fervice.  Having  confidered  the  eftimates  which 
were  laid  before  them  by  order  of  his  majefty, 
they  voted  two  and  twenty  thoufand,  nine  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  men  for  guards  and  garrifons ; 
and  fifteen  thoufand  feamen  for  the  fervice  of  the 
enfuing  year.  They  granted  two  hundred  and 
thirty  thoufand,  nine  hundred  and  twenty-three 
pounds,  for  the  maintenance  of  twelve  thoufand 
Heflian  troops ;  a  fubfidy  of  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  to  the  king  of  Sweden ;  and  half  that 
fum  to  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  Wolfembuttle: 
The  expence  of  the  year  amounted  to  four  mil- 
lions, raifed  by  a  land-tax  of  three  millings  in 
the  pound,  a  malt-tax,  and  by  borrowing  of  the 
bank  one  million,  feven  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
fand pounds  ;  for  which  annuities  to  the  amount 
of  fevcnty  thoufand  pounds,  to  be  raifed  by  duties 

on 
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On  coals  imported  into  the  city  of  London,  were  A.C.  .7*7. 
granted  to  that  corporation. 

All  thefe  fums,   however,  were  not  granted 
without  queftion.     The  number  of  land-forces 
occafioned  a  debate  ;  and  the  Hefiian  auxiliaries 
were  not  allowed  without   difpute  and  oppofi- 
tion.     When  they  deliberated  on  the  loan  of  the 
bank,    Mr.  W.  Pulteney    obferved,    that    the 
fhifting  of  funds  was   but  perpetuating  taxes, 
and  putting  off  the   evij   day :  that   notwith- 
ftanding  the  great  merit  which  fome  perfons  had 
built  on  the  finking  fund,   it  appeared  that  the 
national  debt  had  been  increafed  fmce  the  fet- 
ting  up  that  pompous  project.     Some  warm  al- 
tercation pafled  between  him   and  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  on  this  fubject.     The  lord- mayor,  al- 
dermen, and  common-council  of  London,  pre- 
fented  a  petition,  fetting  forth,   that  the  duties 
already  laid  upon  coals  and  culm  imported  into 
London,    affected  the  trade  of  that  city  only  ; 
that  the  inequality  of  the  burden  was  a  great  dif- 
couragement    to   their  manufactures,    and   an. 
hardfhip  upon  all  the  trading  inhabitants.     The 
petition   was  rejected,    and  the   tax    impofed. 
The  houfe  having  addrefled  the  king  for  a  par- 
ticular and  diftinct  account  of  the  diflribution 
of  two   hundred  and    fifty   thoufand   pounds, 
charged   to  have  been  ifllied  for  feruring  the 
trade  and   navigation  of  the  kingdom,  and  pre- 
ferving  and  reiloring  the  peace  of  Europe;  he 
declined  granting  their  requeft,  but  fignified  in 

general, 
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A.C.  17*?.  general,  that  part  of  the  money  had  been  uTued 
and  difburfed  by  his  late  majefty,  and  the  re- 
mainder by  himfelf,  for  carrying  on  the  fam£ 
neceffary  fervices,  which  required  the  greateft 
fecrecy.     Such  a  mefiage  in  the  reign  of  king 
William  would  have  raifed  a  dangerous  flame 
In  the  houfe  of  commons.     Mr.  W.  Pulteney 
inveighed  againft  fuch  a  vague  and  general  way 
of  accounting  for  the  public  money,  as  tending 
to  render  parliaments  altogether  infignificant, 
to  cover  embezzlements,  and  to  fcreen  corrupt 
and  rapacious  minifters.     The  Commons  having 
taken  into    confideration  the  ftate  of  the   na- 
tional debt,  examined  the  accounts,  and  inter- 
rogated the  proper  officers ;  a  motion  was  made 
by  a  court-member,  that  it  appeared  the  monies 
already  ifibed  and  applied  towards  difcharging 
the  national  debt,    together  with  a  fum  to  be 
ifiued  at  Lady-day,  amounted  to  fix  millions 
fix   hundred  forty-eight  thoufand   feven   hun- 
dred and  fixty-two  pounds,  five  millings,  one 
penny,  one  farthing.     In  vain  did  the  leaders 
of  the  oppofition  expofe  the  fallacious  tendency 
of  this  motion.     In  vain  did  they  demonftrate 
the  fraudulent  artifice  ufed  in  drawing  up  the 
accounts :  the  motion  was  carried  -,  and  feveral 
refolutions  were  taken  on  the  ftate  of  the  na- 
tional debts.     In  the  particular  account  of  thefc 
debts,  upon  which  the  houfe  refolved  to  form 
a  reprefentation  to   his   majefty,   an   article  of 
three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  relating  to  the 

duty 
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duty  upon  wrought  plate,  was  totally  omitted.  A  c-  »?2*. 
This  extraordinary  omiflion  being  difcovered, 
gave  rife  to  a  very  warm  debate,  and  to  very 
ievere  reflections  againft  thofe  who  fuperintend- 
ed  the  public  accounts.  This  error  being  refti-  Warmdif- 
fied,  a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpofe  «rningThe 
drew  up  the  reprefentation,  containing  a  parti-  "^J011*1 
cular  detail  of  the  national  debts  difcharged  and 
incurred  fmce  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fix- 
teen,  with  a  ftate  of  the  finking  fund  and  of  the 
public  credit.  The  draught  being  approved 
by  the  houfe,  was  preiented  to  the  king,  who 
received  it  gracioufly.  He  took  this  opportu- 
nity of  faying,  that  the  provifion  made,  for  gra- 
dually difcharging  the  national  debt  was  now 
become  fo  certain  and  confiderable,  that  nothing 
but  fome  unforefeen  event  could  alter  or  dimi- 
nilh  it :  a  circumftance  that  afforded  the  faireft 
profpect  of  feeing  the  old  debts  difcharged, 
without  any  jieceffity  of  incurring  new  incum- 
brances. 

This  anfwer,  fraught  with  many  other  expref-   vote  of 
fions  of  fatherly  tendernefs  for  his  people,  paved  credit'-> 
•the  way  for  a  mcfiage  to  the  houfe,   demanding 
a  vote  of  credit  to  fulfil  certain  engagements 
entered  into,  and  concerted  with  the  advice  aad 
concurrence  of  the  hil  parliament,  for  fccuring 
the  trade   and  navigation  of  the  kingdom,  and 
for     refloring    and    preferring   the    peace  of 
Europe.     Though  a  debate  enfued  upon  this 
N°.  98.  A  a  meflage, 
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A.C,  172?.   rnefiage,   the   majority  refolved  that  an  addrefs 
fhould  be   prefented   to  his  majefty,  declaring 
the  duty  and  fidelity  of  the  commons,  their  en- 
tire confidence  in  his  royal  care  and  goodnefs, 
and  their  readinefs  to  enable  his  majefty  to  ful- 
fil his  engagements.     A  vote  of  credit  patted 
accordingly.      During    this   feflion,   the   peers 
were  chiefly  employed  in  examining  copies  of 
feveral   treaties   and   alliances  which  the  king 
fubmitted  to  their  perufal :   they  likewife  pre- 
pared  a  bill  for  amending  the  ftatute  of  limita- 
tion, which  however  did  not  pafs  into  a  law : 
they  confidered  the  ftate  of  the  national  debt ; 
a  fubjecl  fruitful  of  debates :  they  pafied   the 
mutiny-bill,  and  thofe  that  were  fent  up  from 
the  commons,  touching  the  fupplies ;  together 
with  an  act,  obliging  (hips  arriving  from   in- 
fected places  to  perform  quarentine  •,  and  fome 
others  of  a  more  private  nature.     Thefe  bills 
having  received  the  royal  aflTent,  the  king  clofed 
the  fefllon   on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  May, 
when  he  thanked  the  commons  for  the  effectual 
fupplies  they  had  railed,  and   in  particular,  for 
having  impowered  him  to  borrow  five  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  for  the  difcharge  of  wages  due 
to  the  feamen  employed  in  the  navy. 

England  was  at  this  period  quite  barren  of 

remarkable  events.     The  king's  uncle  Erneil 

Auguftus,   prince  of  Brimfwick,  duke  of  York 

and  bifhop  of  Ofnabrug,  died  on  the  third  day 

-ofAuguft,  and  was  fucceeded  in  the  bifhopric 

by 
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by  the  defter  of  Cologn,  according  to  the  pac-  *c.  ,7zg. 
turn  by  which  Ofnabrug  is  alternately  poflcfled 
by  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick  and  that  elector.  In 
the  beginning  of  December,  his  majefty's  eldeft 
fon  prince  Frederick  arrived  in  England  from 
Hanover,  where  he  had  hitherto  refided ;  was 
introduced  into  the  privy-council,  and  created 
prince  of  Wales.  Signior  Como,  refident  from 
the  duke  of  Parma,  was  ordered  to  quit  the 
kingdom,  becaufe  his  matter  payed  to  the  pre- 
tender the  honours  due  to  the  king  of  Great- 
Britain.  The  congrefs  opened  at  Soiflbns,  for 
determining  all  disputes  among  the  powers  of 
Europe,  proved  ineffectual.  Such  difficulties 
occurred  in  fettling  and  reconciling  fo  many  dif- 
ferent pretenfions  and  interefts,  that  the  con- 
trading  parties  in  the  alliance  of  Hanover,  pro- 
pofed  a  provifional  treaty,  concerning  which  no 
definitive  anfwcr  was  given  as  yet  by  the  courts 
of  Vienna  and  Madrid.  The  fate  of  Europe, 
therefore,  continued  in  fufpence  :  the  Englifh 
fleet  lay  inactive  and  rotting  in  the  Weft-Indies  : 
the  failors  perimed  miferably,  without  daring  to 
avenge  their  country's  wrongs :  while  the 
Spanifh  crullers  committed  depredations  with 
impunity  on  the  commerce  of  Great-Britain. 
The  court  of  Spain,  at  this  juncture,  feemed 
cold  and  indifferent  with  regard  to  a  pacification 
with  England.  It  had  renewed  a  good  under- 
ftanding  with  France,  and  now  ftrengthened  its 
intereft  by  a  double  alliance  of  marriage  with 
A  a  2  the 
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A.  c.  ,,72g.  tne  r0yai  famiiy  Of  Portugal.  The  infanta  of  this 

A  double  houfe  was  betrothed  to  the  prince  of  Afturias ; 

tweenthe  while   the  Spanifh   infanta,   formerly  affianced 

Spain5 uid  to  the.French  king,  was  now  matched  with  the 

Portugal.          prince  Of  Brazi]i  eldeft  fon  of  his  portuguefe  ma_ 

jefty.  In  the  month  of  January,  the  two  courts 
meet  in  a  wooden  houfe  built  over  the  little 
river  Coya  that  feparates  the  two  kingdoms, 
and  there  the  princefles  were  exchanged. 

The  parliament  of  Great-Britain  meeting  ac- 
cording to  their  laft  prorogation  on  the  twenty- 
firft  day  of  January,  the  king  in  his  fpeech  com- 
municated the  nature  of  the  negotiation  at  the 
congrefs ;  demanded  fuch  fupplies  as  might  en- 
able him  to  aft  vigoroufly  in  concert  with  his 
allies,  provided  his  endeavours  to  eftablifh  an 
advantageous  peace  mould  mifcarry  -y  and  he 
hinted,  that  the  dilatory  conduct  of  the  courts 
of  Vienna  and  Madrid  proceeded  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  from  the  hopes  that  were  given,  of  creating 
difcontents  and  divifions  among  the  fubje&s  of 
Great- Britain.  This  fuggeftion  was  a  mini- 
fterial  artifice  to  inflame  the  zeal  and  refentment 
of  the  nation,  and  intimidate  the  members  in  the 
oppofition.  Accordingly  the  hint  was  purfued, 
{jlYoJ?  °f  and  in  the  addrefies  from  both  houfcs,  that  could 
not  fail  of  being  agreeable,  confideririg  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  were  dictated,  particular 
notice  was  taken  of  this  article  :  both  peers 
and  commons  exprefled  their  deteftation.  and 
a'bhorrence  of  thofe,  who  by  fuch  bafe  and  un- 
natural 
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natural  artifices,  fuggefted  the  means  of  diftref-  A-c'  '728. 
fing  their  country,  and  clamoured  at  the  incon- 
veniencies  which  they  themfelves  had  occa- 
fioned.  In  theie  addreffes,  like  wife,  the  par- 
liament congratulated  his  majefty  on  the  arrival 
of  the  prince  of  Wales  in  his  Britim  domi- 
nions ;  and  the  commons  fent  a  particular 
compliment  to  his  royal  highnefs  on  that  occa- 
fion.  The  eftimates  having  been  examined  in 
the  ufual  form,  the  houfe  voted  fifteen  thoufand 
feamen  for  the  enfuing  year  -,  but  the  motion 
for  continuing  the  fame  number  of  land-forces 
which  had  been  allowed  in  the  preceding  year, 
was  not  carried  without  difpute.  All  the  argu- 
ments againft  a  (landing  army  in  time  of  peace, 
as  inconfiilent  with  the  Britim"  conftitution, 
and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
were  repeated  with  great  vivacity  by  Mr.  Sliip- 
pen  and  Mr.  W.  Pulteney.  Thefe,  however, 
were  anfwered  and  reprefented  as  abfurd,  by 
Mr.  Horatio  Walpole  and  Mr.  D.  two  {launch 
adherents  cf  the  minifter.  The  firft  had,  in 
dcfpite  of  nature,  been  employed  in  different 
negotiations :  he  was  blunt,  aukward  and 
flovenly  :  an  orator  without  eloquence,  an  am- 
bafiador  without  dignity,  and  a  plenipotentiary 
without  addrefs.  The  other  had  natural  parts 
and  acquired  knowledge;  fpoke  with  confi- 
dence ;  and  in  difpute  was  vain,  farcaftic,  petu- 
lant, a;  ,d  verboie. 

A  a  3  The 
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The  fubfidics  to  Sweden,  HefTe-CafTel,  and 
Seb?£fi"i«  Wolfemb"ttle,  were  continued,  notwithftanding 
toHen-e-  the  remonftranccs  of  Sir  Tofeph  Tekyll,  Mr. 

Cartel  and         T  ?  ,     •»  ^       -^ 

woifen-  J-uiwyche,  and  Mr.  Pulteney  j  which  laft  ob- 
ferved,  that  as  the  landgrave  of  Hefle- Caflel, 
and  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  Woifembuttle,  ufu- 
ally  maintained  a  certain  number  of  troops  in 
their  pay,  c  it  was  but  reafonable  that  Great- 
Britain  mould  defray  no  more  than  the  expence 
of  the  additional  forces  which  thofe  powers  had 
raifed,  in  confequence  of  their  conventions  with 
the  king  of  England.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  per- 
ceiving, that  this  remark  made  an  impreffion 
on  the  houfe,  thought  it  necefiary  to  vindicate 
his  meafure:  he  expatiated  upon  the  wifdom. 
of  the  late  king,  in  concluding  the  Hanover 
alliance.  He  affirmed,  that  the  convention  with 
Hefle-CafTel  had  prevented  a  war  in  the  em- 
pire, for  which  the  court  of  Vienna  had  made 
great  preparations :  that  the  emperor  had  not 
only  augmented  his  own  forces  by  the  help  of 
Spanifti  fubfidies,  but  alfo  retained  the  troops 
of  three  electors ;  and  if  he  had  not  been  over- 
awed by  the  Heflians,  would  certainly  have  re- 
jected the  preliminaries,  and  all  other  advances 
towards  a  pacification  :  that  therefore  they  ought 
not  to  grudge  an  expence  which  had  already 
proved  fo  beneficial  to  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe.  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  replied,  that  what- 
ever glofs  might  be  put  upon  luch  mcafures, 
they  were  repugnant  to  the  maxims  by  which 

England 
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England  in  former  times  had  fleered  and  AiC-  «?»«* 
fquared  its  conduct  with  relation  to  its  intereft 
abroad :  that  the  navy  was  the  natural  ftrength 
of  Great-Britain  ;  its  bed  defence  and  fecurity  : 
but  if,  in  order  to  avoid  a  war,  they  (hould  be 
fo  free-hearted  as  to  buy  and  maintain  the  forces 
of  foreign  princes,  they  were  never  like  to  fee 
an  end  of  fuch  extravagant  expences.  This 
gentleman,  who  exercifed  the  office  of  mailer 
of  the  rolls,  had  approved  himfelf  a  zealous  de- 
fender of  whig  principles,  was  an  able  lawyer, 
a  fenfible  fpeaker,  and  a  confcientious  patriot. 
The  fupplies  were  raifed  by  a  continuation  of 
the  land-tax,  the  duties  upon  malt,  cyder,  and 
perry,  an  additional  impofition  on  unmalted 
corn  ufed  in  diftilling,  and  by  fale  of  annuities 
to  the  bank,  not  exceeding  fifty  thoufand  pounds 
per  annum. 

Petitions  were  delivered  to  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons from  the  merchants  of  London,  Liver- 
pool, and  Briftol,  complaining  of  the  interrup- 
tions they  had  fuffered  in  their  trade  for  feveral 
years,  by  the  depredations  of  the  Spaniards  in 
the  Weft- Indies.  Thefe  being  confidered,  the 
houfe  ordered  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  to  pro- 
duce the  other  memorials  of  the  fame  kind 
which  they  had  received,  that  they  might  be 
laid  before  the  congrefs  at  Soiffons ;  and  ad- 
dreffcd  his  majefty  for  copies  of  all  the  letters 
and  inftruftions  which  had  been  fent  to  admiral 
Hofier,  and  thole  who  fucceeded  him  in  the 
A  a  4  com- 
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A,c.i7ig.  command  of  the    Weft-India    fquadron.     Mr. 
Oglethorpe  having   been  informed  of  fhocking 
cruelties   and  oppreffiqns   exerciftrd  by  goalers 
upon  their  priibncrs,  moved  for  an  examination 
into  thefe  practices,  and  was  chofen  chairman 
of  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
Committee    ^ate  °f  tne  goals  of  the  kingdom.     They  began 
itjthfra"    w^k  t^1€  Fleet- priibn,  which  they  vilited  in  a 
goah.          body :    there   they  found    Sir  William  Rich, 
baronet,  loaded  with  irons,  by  order  of  Barn- 
bridge  the  warden,  to  whom  he  had  given  fome 
flight  caufe  of  offence.     They  made  a  diicovery 
of  many  inhuman  barbarities  which  had  been 
committed   by  that  ruffian,  and   detected   the 
moft  iniquitous  fcenes  of  fraud,  villany,  and  ex- 
tortion.    When  the  report  was   made  by  the 
committee,  the  houfe  unanimoufly  refolved,  that 
Thomas  Bambridge,  acting  warden  of  the  Fleet, 
had  wilfully  permitted  feveral  debtors  to  efcape  ; 
had  been  guilty  of  the  moft  notorious  breaches 
of  truft,  great  extortions,  and  the  higheft  crimes 
and  mifdemeanours  in  the  execution  of  his  of- 
fice; that    he   had    arbitrarily  and    unlawfully 
loaded  with  irons,   put  into  dungeons,  and  de- 
ftroyed   prifoners  for  debt,   under  his  charge, 
treating  them  in  the  moft  barbarous  and  cruel 
manner,  in  high  violation  and  contempt  of  the 
laws  of  the  kingdom.     A  refoludon  of  the  lame 
nature   paffed   againft  John  Huggins,  efquire, 
who  had  been  warden  of  the  Fleet-prilbn.     The 
houfe  prelented  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  defiring 

he 
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he  would  direct  his  attorney -general  forthwith, 
to  profecute  thefe  perfons  and  their  accom- 
plices, who  were  committed  prifoners  to  New- 
gate.  A  bill  was  brought  in,  difabling  Bam- 
bridge  to  execute  the  office  of  warden  :  another 
for  the  better  regulating  the  prifon  of  the  Fleet; 
and  for  more  effectual  preventing  and  punifh- 
ing  arbitrary  and  illegal  practices  of  the  warden 
of  the  faid  prifon. 

Other  merchants  complained  by  petition  of 
the  lofles  fuftained  by  the  Spaniards.  The 
houfe,  in  a  grand  committee,  deliberated  on 
this  fubject,  inquired  into  the  particulars,  ex- 
amined evidence,  and  drew  up  an  addrefs  to 
the  king,  defiring  his  majefty  would  be  graci- 
oufly  pleafed  to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  for 
preventing  fuch  depredations ;  for  procuring 
juft  and  reafonable  fatisfaction  ;  and  for  fecuring 
to  his  fubjects  the  free  exerciie  of  commerce  and 
navigation  to  and  from  the  Britim  colonies  in 
America.  The  king  aflured  them  he  would 
ufe  his  beft  endeavours  to  anfvver  the  defires 
and  expectations  of  his  people,  in  an  affair  of  fo 
much  importance  :  and  they,  in  another  addrefs, 
thanked  him  for  his  gracious  anfwer.  They 
did  not,  however,  receive  fuch  a  fatisfactory  re- 
ply to  a  former  addrefs,  touching  the  fum  of 
fixty-thouland  pounds  that  had  been  ftated  in 
the  public  account,  without  fpecification  of  the 
particular  ufes  to  which  it  was  applied.  He 
told  them  the  money  had  been  ifiued  and  dif- 

burfed 
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A.C.  1728.   burfed  for  fecret  fervices ;    and  that   a   diftinft 
and  particular  account  of  the  diftribution  of  it 
could  not  be  given  without  a  manifeft  prejudice 
to  the  public.     A  bill  was   prepared  for  the 
more  effectual  preventing  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion  in  elections  for   members  of  parliament ; 
and  it  pafled  through  the  houfe  without  oppo- 
fition  :   but,  their  attention  was  chiefly  employ- 
ed upon   the  Spanilh  depredations,  which  had 
raifed  a  great  clamour  thro'  the  whole  kingdom, 
and,   excited  very  warm  difputes  in  parliament ; 
for  they  were  generally  reputed  the  fruits  of  negli- 
gence, incapacity,  or  want  of  vigour  in  the  mi- 
nifters.     The   commons  having   made  further 
progrefs  in  the  inquiry,  and  received  frefh  peti- 
tions from  the  merchants,  pafTed  fome  refolu- 
tions,   in  which  the  Spaniards  were  accufed  of 
having  violated  the  treaties   fubfifting  between 
the  two  crowns  •,    and  with  having  treated  inhu- 
manly the  matters  and  crews  of  mips  belong- 
ing to  Great-Britain.     Theyjuftified  the  inftruc- 
tions  given  to  admiral  Hofier  to  leize  and  de- 
tain the  flota  and  galleons  of  Spain,  until  juftice 
and  fatisfaftion  mould  be  rendered  to  his  ma- 
jefty  and  his  allies ;   nay,  even  declared,  that 
fiich   feizure  would  have   been  juft,   prudent, 
and  necefiary,  tending  to  prevent  an  open  rup- 
ture j    and  to  preferve  the  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity of  Europe.     They  again  addrefied  the  king, 
to  ufe   his  endeavours  to  procure  fatisfaction  i 
and  he  promiled  to  comply  with  their  requeft. 
6  Mr, 
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Mr.  Scrope,  member  for  Briftol,  moved  for  A.  c.  1728. 
an  addrefs,  intreating  his  majefty  to  order  an  ac- 
count of  the  produce  of  the  civil- lift  revenues  for 
one  year  to  be  layed  before  the  houfe.  The  ad- 
drefs was  prefented,  the  account  produced  ;  and 
the  houfe,  in  a  grand  committee,  took  this  affair 
into  confideration.  The  courtiers  affirmed,  that 
they  fell  fhort  of  the  eight  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  fettled  upon  his  majefty  -,  and  Mr.  Scrope 
propofed/that  the  fum  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
thoufand  pounds  fliould  be  granted  to  the  king, 
on  account  of  thofe  deficiencies  and  arrears.  The 
motion  was  vigoroufly  oppofed  by  Mr.  Pulteney 
and  other  members.  They  expre'fied  their  fur- 
prize  that  it  mould  be  made  fo  late  in  the  fefllon, 
when  no  further  demand  of  money  could  be 
reafonably  expected  j  and  they  faid,  it  was  the 
more  extraordinary,  becaufe  it  appeared  in  the 
former  fefiion,  from  the  examination  of  the  ac- 
counts then  before  the  houfe,  that  the  re- 
venues of  the  civil- lift  produced  yearly  a  much 
greater  fum  than  that  for  which  they  were  given. 
Mr.  Pulteney  moved,  that  the  accounts  and  pa- 
pers mould  be  referred  to  the  examination  of  a 
felect  committee,  properly  impowered  to  invef- 
tigate  the  truth.  The  minifters  oppofed  this 
motion  ;  and  the  queftion  being  put,  it  paffed 
in  the  negative.  The  majority  voted  the  fum  A  fum 
demanded ;  and  in  a  bill  for  fettling  the  price  of  JJ^o" «! 
imported  corn,  they  inferted  a  resolution  for  countof 
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A.  c.  1728.   ^d  fifteen  thoufand  pounds,  on  account  of  ar- 
rears due  on  the  civil-lift  revenues. 

Proceedings        x}ie  houfe  of  lords,  having  prepared  a  bill  for 
of  lords.       the  more  effectual  punifhment  of  forgery,  which 
was  pafied  into  a  law,  and  ordered  the  judges  to 
bring  in  another,  on  the  report  of  a  committee 
appointed  to  confider  the  cafe  of  imprifoned  deb- 
tors ;   at  length,  deliberated  upon  the  ft  ate  of 
the   nation,   particularly,   the  pofitive  demand 
made  by  the  court  of  Spain  for  the  reftitution  of 
Gibraltar/  g  ounded  on  a  letter  written  by  the 
late  king  to  his  catholic  majefty.     From  a  copy 
of  the  letter  layed  before  the  houfe,  it  plainly  ap- 
peared that  king  George  I.  had  confented  to  this 
reftitution.     A  motion  being  made  for  a  reiblu- 
tion,   importing,   that  for  the  honour  of  his  ma- 
jefty,  and  the  prefervation  ind  fecurity  of  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  kingdom,   effectual 
care  mould  be  taken  in  the  prefent  treaty,  that 
the  king  of  Spain  mould  renounce  all  claim  and 
*  pretenfion  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  in  plain  and 
ftrong  terms  -,  a  debate  enfued,  and  the  queftion 
being  put,   paffed  in   the  negative,  though  not 
without  a  proteft.      Then  the  majority  refolved, 
That  the  houfe  did  intirely  rely  upon  his  majefty, 
that  he  would,  for  maintaining  the  honour  and 
fecuring  the  trade  of  this  kingdom,  take  effec- 
tual care  in  the  prefent  treaty,  to  preferve  his  un- 
doubted right  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca.   When 
the  houfe  examined  the  papers  relating  to  the 
Spanifh  depredations,    many  fevere    reflections 
^vere  uttered  again  ft  the  conduct  of  the  miniftry ; 

and 
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and  a  motion  was  made,  to  refolve,  That  Ho-  A.c.i7aS. 
fier's  expedition  was  an  unreafonable  burden  on 
the  nation ;  but,  this  too  was  rejected,  and  oc- 
cafioned  another  proteft.  Nor  did  the  claufe  in 
the  corn- bill,  for  granting  one  hundred  and  fif- 
teen thoufand  pounds  to  his  majefty,  pafs  through 
the  houfe  of  peers  without  warm  oppofition. 
Divers  lords  alledged,  that  inftead  of  a  deficiency 
in  the  civil-lift  revenues,  there  was  a  confiderable 
furplus  :  that  this  was  a  new  grant,  and  a  new 
burden  on  the  people :  that  the  nation  was  load- 
ed, not  to  complete,  but  to  augment  the  fum  de- 
figned  for  the  civil  lift  ;  and  this  at  a  time  when 
the  public  debts  were  increafed  •,  when  the  taxes 
were  heavily  felt  in  all  parts  of  the  country ; 
when  the  foreign  trade  of  Britain  was  incumber- 
ed  and  diminifhed;  when  her  manufactures  were 
decayed  j  her  poor  multiplied  -,  and  me  was  fur- 
rounded  by  many  other  national  calamities.  They 
obferved,  that  if  the  produce  of  the  civil-lift  re- 
venue mould  not  amount  to  the  yearly  fum  of 
eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  the  deficiency 
muft  be  made  good  to  his  majefty  by  the  pub- 
lic j  whereas  no  provifion  was  made,  by  which, 
if  the  produce  of  thefe  revenues  mould  exceed 
that  fum,  the  furplus  could  accrue  to  the  benefit 
of  the  public  :  that  by  this  precedent,  not  only 
real  deficiencies  were  to  be  made  good,  but  alfo 
fupplies  were  to  be  given  for  arrears  {landing  out 
at  the  end  of  every  year,  which  fnould  come  on 
'before  the  fupplies  could  be  granted,  though  the 
5  fuP- 
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A.C,  1728.  fupply  given  to  make  good  arrears  in  one  year, 
would  certainly  increafc  the  furplufages  in  ano- 
ther :  that  the  revenues  of  the  civil-lift  were  va- 
riable in  their  own  nature  ;  and  even  when  there 
is  no  deficiency  in  the  produce,  there  might  be 
arrears  in  the  receipt :  thefe  might  be  eafily  in- 
creafed  by  the  management  of  defigning  mini- 
fters,  by  private  directions  to  receivers,  and  by 
artful  methods  of  ftating  accounts.  All  thefe 
arguments,  and  other  objections  equally  ftrong 
and  plaufibie,  againil  this  unconfcionable  and  un- 
parliamentary motion,  ferved  only  to  evince  the 
triumph  of  the  miniftry  over  fhame  and  fenti- 
ment,  rheir  contempt  of  public  fpirit,  and  their 
defiance  of  national  reproach  -f . 

A.  c.  1729.  The  king  had  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
March  given  the  royal  afient  to  five  bills  -,  and 
on  the  fourteenth  day  of  May  the  fame  fanction 
was  given  to  thirty  other  bills,  including  an  act, 
enabling  the  queen  to  be  regent  in  the  kingdom 
during  his  majefty's  abfence,  without  taking  the 
oaths ;  and  another  for  the  relief  of  infolvent 
debtors.  At  the  fame  time  two  and  thirty  pri- 
vate bills  were  patted  -,  then  the  king  exprefied 
his  approbation  of  the  parliament,  fignified  his 
intention  to  vifit  his  German  dominions,  and  or- 
dered the  chancellor  to  prorogue  both  houfes. 
His  majefty  having  appointed  the  queen  regent 
of  the  realm,  fet  out  for  Hanover  on  the  feven- 

f  The  peers  that  diftingui&ed  joy,  Plymouth,'  Bathurft,   North, 

themfelves   in  the  oppofition  were  ampton,    Coventrr,     Oxford    and 

Beaufort,  Strafford,  Craven,  Foley,  Mortimer,   Willoughby  de  Broke, 

LitchfieJd,  Scarfdale,  Cower,  MOB(.  Boyle,  and  Warrington, 

teenth 
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teenth  day  of  May,  in  order  to  remove  a  petty  A-c.i72»- 
mifunderftanding  which  had  happened  between 
that  electorate  and  the  court  of  Berlin.  Some 
Hanoverian  fubjects  had  been  prefled  or  decoy- 
ed into  the  fervice  of  Pruflia  •,  and  the  regents 
of  Hanover  had  ieized  certain  Pruffian  officers 
by  way  of  reprifal.  The  whole  united  kingdom 
of  Great- Britain  at  this  juncture  enjoyed  unin- 
terrupted repofe ;  and  commerce  continued  to 
increafe,  in  fpite  of  all  reftriction  and  difcourage- 
ment.  The  people  of  Ireland  found  themfelves  ^][y°£ 
happy'  under  the  government  of  lord  Carteret ;  i"fc  pa<- 

11-  i-  rr       LI-         •        i  i       r   liament. 

and  their  parliament,  affembJing  m  the  month  or 
September,  approved  themfelves  the  fathers  of 
their  country.     They  eftablifhed  funds  for  the 
difcharge  of  their  national  debt,  and  for  main- 
taining the  expence  of  government :  they  enact- 
ed wholefome   laws  for  the  encouragement  of 
manufacture,  trade,   and  agriculture  ;    and  they 
formed  wife  regulations  in  different  branches  of 
civil  oeconomy.     Some  time  after  this  fefiion, 
which  was  conducted  with  fo  much  harmony  and 
patriotifm,  lord  Carteret  returned  to  England ; 
and  was  fucceeded  by  the  duke  of  Dorfet  in  the 
government  of  that  kingdom.     In  the  month  of 
May,  Charles  lord  Townfhend  refigned  the  feals> 
which   were  given  to  colonel   Stanhope,    now 
created  earl  of  Harrington  ;  fo  that  Sir  R.  W. 
now  reigned  without  a   rival.      James  earl  of 
Waldegrave  was  appointed  ambafiador  to  the 
.   court  of  France,  which,  about  this  time,  \vas  filled 
with  joy  by  the  birth  of  a  dauphin. 

In 
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In  the  month  of  September  Victor  Amadasus, 
Abdication  k}ng  of  Sardinia,  refigned  his  crown  to  his  fon 
of  Sardinia.  Charles  Emanuel,  prince  of  Piedmont.  The 
father  referved  to  himfelf  a  revenue  of  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  piftoles  per  annum,  retired  to  the 
caftle  of  Chamberry,  and  efpoufed  the  countefs 
dowager  of  St.  Sebaftian,  who  declined  the  title 
of  queen,  but  aflumed  that  of  marchionefs  of  So- 
merive.  Though  the  congrefs  at  Soiflbns  proy- 
ed  abortive,  conferences  were  begun  at  Seville, 
between  the  plenipotentiaries  of  England,  France, 
and  Spain ;  and  a  treaty  was  concluded  on  the 
ninth  day  of  November,  not  only  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  emperor,  but  even  contrary 
to  his  right,  as  eftabliflied  by  the  quadruple  al- 
liance. On  this  fubject  he  communicated  an  im- 
perial commifibrial  decree  to  the  flates  of  the 
empire  afiembled  in  the  diet  at  Ratifbon,  which 
was  anfwered  by  the  French  minifter  de  Chavig- 
ny.  In  October  Peter  II.  czar  of  Mufcovy,  and 
grandfon  of  Peter  I.  died  in  the  fifteenth  year  of 
his  age,  at  Mofcow,  and  was  fucceeded  on  the 
/  ,  Ruflian  throne  by  the  princefs  Anne  Ivanowna, 
fecond  daughter  of  John  Alexowitz,  elder  bro- 
ther of  the  firft  Peter,  and  widow  of  Frederick 
William  duke  of  Courland.  The  following 
month  was  rendered  remarkable  by  the  death  of 
pope  Benedict  X 111.  in  whofe  room  cardinal  Lau- 
rence Corfmi  was  raifed  to  the  pontificate,  and 
aflumed  the  name  of  Clement.  XII. 


Death  of 
pope  Bene- 


The 
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The  Britifh  parliament  aflembling  on  the  A-c'*7*9» 
thirteenth  day  of  January,  the  king  gave  them  Subftance  of 
to  underftand,  that  the  peace  of  Europe  was  now 
eftablimed  by  the  treaty  of  Seville,  built  upon  the 
Foundation  of  former  treaties,  and  tending  to 
render  more  effectual  what  the  contracting 
powers  in  the  quadruple  alliance  were  before  en- 
gaged to  fee  performed.  He  aflured  them  that 
all  former  conventions  made  with  Spain  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Britifli  trade  and  navigation,  were 
renewed  and  confirmed :  that  the  free  uninter- 
rupted exercife  of  their  commerce  was  reftored  : 
that  the  court  of  Spain  had  agreed  to  an  ample 
reftitution  and  reparation  for  unlawful  feizures 
and  depredations  :  that  all  rights,  privileges* 
and  poffefllons  belonging  to  him  and  his  allies, 
were  folemnly  re- eftablifhed,  confirmed,  and  gua- 
rantied :  and  that  not  one  concefiion  was  made 
to  the  prejudice  of  his  fubjects.  He  told  them 
he  had  given  orders  for  reducing  a  great  num- 
ber of  his  land-forces,  and  for  laying  up  great 
part  of  the  fleet ;  and  obferved,  that  there  would 
be  a  confiderable  faving  in  the  expence  of  the 
current  year.  After  both  houfes  had  prefented 
their  addreffes  of  thanks  and  congratulation  to 
the  king  on  the  peace  of  Seville,  the  lords  took 
that  treaty  into  confideration  ;  and  it  did  not  pafs 
inquiry  without  fevere  animadverfion.' 

The  lords  in  the  oppofition  excepted  to  the 

article  by  which  the  merchants  of  Great-Britain 

were  cbliged  to  make  proof  of  their  loffes  at  the 

N°.  98.  B  b  court 
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A.  0.1729.  court  of  Spain.  They  fuid,  this  ftipulation  was 
a  hardfhip  upon  Britifh  fubjects,  and  dilhonour- 
able  to  the  nation  :  that  few  would  care  to  under- 
take fuch  a  troublefome  and  expenfive  journey, 
efpecially  as  they  had  reafon  to  apprehend  their 
claims  would  be  counterbalanced  by  the  Spa- 
niards :  and  after  all,  they  would  have  no  more 
but  the  (lender  comfort  of  hoping  to  obtain  that 
redrefs  by  commifiaries  which  they  had  not  been 
able  to  procure  by  plenipotentiaries.  They 
thought  it  very,  extraordinary,  that  Great-Bri- 
tain mould  be  bound  to  ratify  and  guaranty 
whatever  agreement  fhould  be  made  between 
the  king  of  Spain  and  the  dukes  of  Parma  and 
Tufcany,  concerning  the  garrifons  once  eftablifh- 
ed  in  their  countries  :  that  the  Engliih  fhould  be 
obliged  to  afiift  in  effectuating  the  introduction 
of  fix  thoufand  Spanifli  troops  into  the  towns  of 
Tufcany  and  Parma,  without  any  fpecification  of 
the  methods  to  be  taken,  or  the  charge  to  be  in- 
curred in  giving  that  afiiftance  :  that  they  fhould 
guaranty  for  ever,  not  only  to  Don  Carlos,  but 
even  to  all  his  fuccefibrs,  the  poffeflion  of  the  ef- 
tates  of  Tufcany  and  Parma;  a  ftipulation,  which, 
in  all  probability,  would  involve  Great-Britain  in 
endlefs  quarrels  and  difputes,  about  a  country 
o^jea.'n.  with  which  they  had  no  concern.  They  affirm- 
of  Seville".^  that  the  treaty  of  Seville,  inftead  of  confirming 
thchoufeof  Qther  treaties,  was  contradictory  to  the  qua- 
druple alliance,  particularly  in  the  article  of  in- 
troducing Spaniih  troops  into  Tufcany  and  Par- 
ma 
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ma  in  the  room  of  neutral  forces  ftipulated  by  A.  0.1719. 
the  former  alliance ;  and  agreeing,  that  they 
mould  there  remain  until  Don  Carlos  and  his 
futceffors  fhouki  be  fecure  and  exemptj  from  all 
events.  They  complained,  that  thefe  alterations, 
from  the  ttnour  of  the  quadruple  alliance,  were 
made  without  the  concurrence  of  the  emperor., 
and  even  without  inviting  him  to  accede  ;  an  af- 
front which  might  alienate  his  friendihip  from 
England,  and  hazard  the  lofs  of  fuch  an  antient, 
powerful,  and  faithful  ally;  and,  that  throughout 
the  whole  treaty,  there  feemed  to  be  an  artful 
omiffion  of  any  exprefs  ftipulation,  to  fecure 
Great-Britain  in  her  right  to  Gibraltar  and  Mi- 
norca. Such  was  the  fubflance  of  the  objections 
made  to  the  peace  :  then  lord  Bathurft  moved 
for  a  refolution,  that  the  agreement  on  the 
treaty  of  Seville,  to  fecure  the  fucceflion  of  Don 
Carlos  to  the  dutchies  of  Tufcany,  Parma,  and 
Placentia,  with  Spanifh  troops,  was  a  manifeft 
violation  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  quadruple  al- 
liance, tending  to  involve  the  nation  in  a  dan- 
gerous and  expenfive  war,  and  to  deftroy  the 
balance  of  power  in  Europe.  The  quellion  was 
put,  and  the  motion  rejected.  Such  too  was 
the  fate  of  other  two  motions,  to  refolve,  That 
Great  Bri tarn's  right  of  fovereignty,  dominion, 
pofft-flion,  and  claim  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca, 
were  not  afcertained  by  the  treaty  of  Seville  :  and, 
That  the  ftipulations  in  that  treaty,  for  repairing 
the  lofles  of  the  Britifli  merchants  were  infuffi- 
B  b  2  cient 
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A.  0.1729.  cient  and  precarious.  The  majority,  far  from 
fligmatizing  this  tranfaction,  refolvedj  That  the 
treaty  did  contain  all  necefiary  itipulations  for 
maintaining  and  fecuring  the  honour,  dignity, 
rights,  and  pofieflions  of  the  crown  :  that  all 
due  care  was  taken  therein  for  the  fupportof  the 
trade  of  the  kingdom,  and  for  repairing  the  lofTes 
fuftained  by  the  Britim  merchants.  On  thefe  re- 
folutions  an  addrefs  of  approbation  was  found- 
ed ;  but,  when  a  motion  was  made  for  an  addrefs 
to  his  majefty,  that  he  would  order  to  be  layed 
before  the  houfe  a  lift  of  all  penfions  payable  to 
the  crown,  it  was  immediately  refolved  in  the  ne- 
gative. Divers  contefls  of  the  fame  kind  arofe 
upon  the  mutiny-bill,  the  penfion-bill,  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  twelve  thoufand  Medians : 
but  the  miniftry  bore  down  all  oppofition,  tho* 
their  triumphs  were  clogged  with  vigorous  pro- 
tefts,  which  did  not  fail  to  make  imprefiion  upon 
the  body  of  the  people. 

Oppofition          Nor  was  the  fuccefs  of  the  court- intereft  in 

in  the  uoulc 

of  commons  the  houfe  of  commons  altogether  pure  and  free 
ing  army."  from  exception  and  difpute.  When  the  charge 
of  the  land  forces  fell  under  the  confideration  of 
the  commons,  and  Mr.  Henry  Pelham,  fecre- 
tary  at  war,  moved,  that  the  number  of  the  ef- 
fective men  for  the  land-fervice  of  the  enfuing 
year,  mould  be  fixed  at  feventeen  thoufand  feverr 
hundred  and  nine  j  Mr.  Pulteney  infifted  upon 
its  being  reduced  to  twelve  thoufand.  Mr. 
Shippen  affirmed,  that  Mr.  Pelham's  motion 

was 
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•was  a  flat  negative  to  the  addrefs  for  which  he 
voted  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feffion,  as  it  plainly 
implied  a  diftruft  of  the  validity  of  the  late  treaty, 
which  he  then  afrured  the  houfe,  would  imme- 
diately produce  all  the  bleflings  of  an  abfolute 
peace  -,  and  deliver  the  kingdom  from  the  ap- 
prehenfions  and  inconveniencies  of  a  war.  He 
laid,  the  motion  tended  directly  towards  the  ef- 
tablifhment  of  an  army  in  Great-Britain,  which, 
he  hoped,  would  never  be  fo  far  germanized,  as 
tamely  to  fubmit  to  a  military  governrqer:.  He 
obferved,  that  the  nation  could  have  no  occafion 
for  all  the  troops  that  were  demanded,  confider- 
ing  the  glorious  fcene  of  affairs  which  was 
now  opened  to  all  Europe.  "  They  are  not 
•*'  neceflary  (faid  he)  to  awe  Spain  into  a  firm 
"  adherence  to  its  own  treaty  :  they  are  not  ne- 
"  ceflary  to  force  the  emperor  into  an  immediate 
J<<  acceflion ;  nor  are  they  in  any  fort  neceffary 
*c  for  the  fafety  of  his  majefty's  perfon  and  go- 
"  vernment.  Force  and  violence  are  the  refort 
"  of  ufurpers  and  tyrants  only  •,  becaufe  they 
"  are  with  good  reafon,  diftruitful  of  the  people 
"•whom  they  opprefs ;  and,  becaufe  they  have  no 
lc  other  fecurity  for  the  continuance  of  their  un- 
•"  lawful  and  unnatural  dominion,  than  what  de- 
"  pends  entirely  on  the  ftrength  of  their  armies." 
The  motion,  however,  was  carried  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Another  warm  debate  was  excited  by  a  bill 

which  the  courtiers  brought  in,  to  prevent  any 

B  b  3  fub- 
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A.C.  irag.    fubjects  of  Great-Britain  from  advancing  fums 
BiiiproH-     cf  money  to  foreien  princes  or  flates,  without 

biting  loins  ,  i      •  /•          •       •  •    n 

to  f^iga  having  obtained  licence  from  his  majefty,  under 
ftate"501  his  privy-feal,  or  fome  greater  authority.  The 
minifter  pretended,  that  this  law  was  propofed  to 
difable  the  emperor,  who  wanted  to  borrow  a 
great  fum  of  the  Engliih  merchants,  for  railing 
and  maintaining  troops  to  difturb  the  tranquil- 
lity of  Europe.  The  bill  contained  a  claufe, 
impowering  the  king  to  prohibit  by  proclama- 
tion, all  fuch  loans  of  money,  jewels,  or  bullion  ; 
and  the  attorney  general  to  compel,  by  Englifh 
bill,  in  the  court  of  exchequer,  the  effectual  dif- 
cov-jry,  on  oath,  of  any  fuch  loans  -,  and,  that  in 
default  of  an  anfwer  to  any  fuch  bill,  the  court 
fhonld  decree  a  limited  fum  againft  the  perfcn 
refufing  to  anfwer.  Mr.  Daniel  Pukeney,  a 
gentleman  of  uncommon  talents  and  ability,  and 
particularly  acquainted  with  every  branch  of 
commerce,  argued  ftrenuoufly  againft  this  bill, 
as  a  reftraint  upon  trade  that  would  render  Hol- 
land the  market  of  Europe,  and  the  mart  of 
[  money  to  the  nations  of  the  continent.  He 
faid,  that  by  this  general  prohibition,  extend- 
ing to  all  princes,  ftate1?,  or  potentates,  the 
Englifh  were  totally  difabled  from  afiifting  their 
Beft  allies:  that  among  others  the  king  of  Por- 
tugal frequently  borrowed  money  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  merchants  refiding  within  his  dominions  : 
that  while  the  licenfing  power  remained  in  the 
crown,  the  licences  would  be  ifiued  through  the 

hands 
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hands  of  the  minifter,  who  by  this  new  trade  A  c.  i7a9. 
might  gain  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  thoufand  a 
y^ar:  that  the  bill  would  render  the  exchequer 
a  court  of  inquifition -,  and  that  whilft  it  retrain- 
ed our  merchants  from  afllfling  the  princes  and 
powers  of  Europe,  it  permitted  our  itock-job- 
bers  to  trade  in  their  funds  without  interruption. 
Other  arguments  of  equal  weight  were  enforced 
by  Mr.  Barnard,  a  merchant  of  London,  who 
perfectly  underftood  trade  in  all  its  branches, 
Ipoke  with  judgment  and  precifion,  and  upon  all 
occafions  fteadily  adhered  to  the  interefts  and 
liberties  of  his  country.  After  having  explain- 
ed his  reafons,  he  declared  he  mould  never  con- 
fent  to  a  bill  which  he  deemed  a  violation  cf  our 
fundamental  laws,  a  branch  of  our  dearefl  liber- 
ties, and  a  very  terrible  hardfhip  on  mankind. 
Sir  William  Wyndham  diftinguimed  himielf  on 
the  fame  fide  of  the  queilion  •,  but  the  bill  was 
vindicated  by.Sir  Robert  Walpole,  Mr.  Pelham, 
and  Sir  Philip  Yorke  attorney-general ;  and  be- 
ing fupported  by  the  -whole  weight  of  miniile- 
rial  influence,  not  only  paficd  through  the  hcuie, 
but  was  afterwards  enacted  into  a  law. 

The  fubfidies  were  continued  to  the  land- 
grave of  Hefie-Cafiel,  and  the  duke  of  Brunf- 
wick-Wolfcmbuttle,  in  fpite  of  all  that  could  be 
urged  againft  thefe  extraneous  incumbrances  ; 
and  the  fupply  for  the  enfuing  year  was  granted 
according  to  the  eftimates  which  the  miniilry 
thought  proj.tr  to  produce,  amounting  to  about 
B  b  4  two 
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4.c.i;a9.   two  millions  two  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand 
pounds.     It  muft  be  owned,    however,  for  the 
credit  of  this  fefiion,  that  the  houfe  appropriat- 
ed one  million  of  the  furplufles,  arifing  from  the 
finking  fund,  towards  the  difcharge  of  the  na- 
tional debt ;   and  by  another  act  extinguifhed 
the  duties  upon  fait,  by  which  expedient  the 
fubject  was  eafed  of  a  heavy  burden,  not  only 
in  being  freed  from  the  duty,  but  alfo  from  a 
confiderable  charge  of  falaries  given  to  a  great 
number  of  officers  employed  to  collect  this  im- 
pofition.     They  likewiie  encouraged  the  colony 
of  Carolina  with  an  aft,  allowing  the  planters  and 
traders  of  that  province  to  export  rice  directly  to 
any  part  of  Europe  fouthward  of  Cape  Finiftere ; 
they  permitted  fait  from  Europe  to  be  imported 
into  the  colony  of  New  York.     The  term  of  the 
exclufive  trade  granted  by  act  of  parliament  to 
tlieEaft- India  company,  drawing  towards  a  pe- 
riod, many  confiderable  merchants   and  others 
made  application  for   being  incorporated  and 
veiled   with  the  privilege  of  trading   to  thofe 
countries,   propofing  to  lay  that  branch  of  trade 
open  to  all  the  fubjects  of  Great-Britain,  on  cer-r 
tain  conditions  •,   and  in  confideration  of  an  aft 
of  parliament  for  this  purpole,  they  offered  to 
advance  three  millions  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  for  redeeming  the  fund  and  trade  of  the 
prefent    Eaft-lndia   company.      This   propofal 
was  rejectee! ;  and  the  exclufive  privilege  vcfted 
in  the  company,  was,  by  act  of  parliament,  pro- 
tracted 
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traded  to  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred    A- c-  -73.0. 
and  fixty-fix,  upon  the    following  conditions :    Barter  of 
That  they  fhould  pay   into   the  exchequer  the  i»<Ha  cow. 
fum  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  towards  P^°~ 
the  fuppjies  of  the  year,  without  intercft  or  addi- 
tion to  their  capital  flock  :  that  the  annuity  or 
yearly  fund  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand 
pounds,  payable  to  them  from  the  public,  fhould 
be  reduced  to  one  hundred  and  twenty -eight 
thoufand:  and,   That  after  the  year  one  thou- 
fand feven  hundred ~and  fixty-fix,  their  right  to 
the  exclufive  trade  fhould  be  liable  to  be  taken 
away  by  parliament,  en  three  years  notice  and 
repayment  of  their  capital. 

On  the  fifteenth  day  of  May  the  king  went  to 
the  honfe  of  peers,  and  clofed  the  feffion.  In 
his  fpeech  he  exprefTed  his  joy,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  clamours  which  were  raifed,  the  par- 
liament had  approved  of  thofe  matters  which  fell 
under  their  confideration  ;  a  circumftance,  which, 
he  laid,  could  not  fail  to  infpire  all  mankind  with 
a  juft  deteftation  of  thofe  incendiaries,  who,  by 
fcandalous  libels,  laboured  to  alienate  the  affec- 
tions of  his  people  j  to  fill  their  minds  with 
groundlcfs  jealoufies  and  unjuft  complaints  in 
difhonour  of  him  and  his  government  •,  and  in 
defiance  of  the  fenfe  of  both  houfes  of  parlia- 
ment -j-  The  emperor  was  fo  much  incenfed  at 

f  In    the  courfe  of  thU   fefiion}     ing  more  effeftual  the  laws  in   be- 
tjie  commons  o»fled  a  bill   for  mak-     ing,  for  difablag  perlons   Mom    be- 
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A.C.  1730.  tke  infult  offered  to  him  in  the  treaty  of  Seville, 
The  emoe-  witn  refpccb  to  the  garrifons  of  Tufcany  and  Par- 
the  treaty  of  jna,  that  he  prohibited  the  fubjefks  of  Great-Bri- 
tain  from*  trading  in  his  dominions:  he  began 
to  make  preparations  for  war-,  and  actually  de- 
tached bodies  of  troops  to  Italy,  with  Tuch  dif- 
patch  as  had  been  very  feldom  exerted  by  the 
houfe  of  Auftria.  Yet  the  article  of  which  he 
complained  was  not  ib  much  a  real  injury  as  an 
affront  put  upon  the  head  of  the  empire ;  for  the 
eventual  fuccefiion  to  thofe  Italian  dutchies  had 
been  focured  to  the  infant  Don  Carlos  by  the 
quadruple  alliance ;  and  all  that  the  emperor  re- 
quired, was  that  this  prince  fhould  receive  the 
inveftitune  of  them  as  fiefs  of  the  empire. 

In  Great -Britain,  this  year  was  not  diftin- 
guifhed  by  any  tranfaflion  of  great  moment. 
Seven  chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians 
in  America,  were  brought  to  England  by  Sir 
Alexander  Cumin,  and  introduced  to  the  king, 
at  whofe  feet  they  hyed  their  crown  and  regalia  •, 
and  by  an  authentic  deed  acknowledged  them- 
felves  fubjefts  to  his  dominion,  in  the  name  of  all 
their  compatriots,  who  had  vefted  them  with  full 


5ng  ehofen  members  of  parliament  bab'liry  this   bUl    would  not  hive 

•who.  enjoyed     any    penfion    during  made  its  way  through  the  houfe  of 

pleafure,  or  for  any  number  of  years,  commons,  had  not  the  min'fter  been 

or    any  office"   holden  in   trufr  for  well  aflured  it  .would  fticlt  with  th: 
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after  to  be  chofen    to  frfrve  for  the  at  the   feccnd  reading,  though   not 

commons  in  parliament,  to  take  the  without  violent  oppofitlon. 
oath  therein  m  tnti  oned.    In  all  pro- 
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povrers  for  this  pnrpofe.  They  were  amazed  A-c-'73o. 
and  confounded  at  the  riches  and  magnificence 
of  the  Britifh  court :  they  compared  the  king  and 
queen  to  the  fun  and  moon,  the  princes  to  the 
liars  of  heaven,  and  themfelves  to  nothing. 
They  gave  their  affent  in  the  moft  folemn  man- 
ner to  articles  of  friendfhip  and  commerce,,  pro- 
pofed  by  the  lords  commiflloners  for  trade  and 
plantations :  and  being  loaded  with  prefents  of 
necefiaries,  arms,  and  ammunition,  were  recon- 
veyed  to  their  own  country,  which  borders  on 
the  province  of  South  Carolina.  In  the  month  Revolution 
of  September  a  furprifmg  revolution  was  effect-  "nopi"/"" 
ed  at  Conftantinople,  without  bloodmed  or  con- 
fufion.  A  few  mean  janifTaries  difplayed  a  flag 
in  the  ftreets,  exclaiming,  that  all  true  Muflul- 
mans  ought  to  follow  them,  and  afiift  in  reform- 
ing the  government.  They  foon  increafed  to  the 
number  of  one  hundred  thoufand  ;  marched  to 
the  feraglio,  and  demanded  the  grand  vizir,  the 
kiaja,  and  captain  bachau.  Thefe  unhappy 
minifters  were  immediately  ftrangled.  Their 
bodies  being  delivered  to  the  infurgents,  were 
dragged  through  the  ftreets :  and  afterwards 
thrown  to  the  dogs  to  be  devoured.  Not  con- 
tented with  this  facrifice,  the  revolters  depofed 
the  grand  fignor  Achmet,  who  was  confined  to 
the  fame  prilbn,  from  whence  they  brought  his 
nephew  Machmout,  and  railed  him  to  the  throne, 
after  he  had  lived  feven  and  twenty  years  in  con- 
finement. 

England 
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A.  c.  1730.  England  was  at  this  period  infefted  with  rob- 
Engiand  in-  bers,  aflafiins,  and  incendiaries,  the  natural  con- 
robberT/It-  Icqucnces  of  degeneracy,  corruption,  and  the 
£«nd%aneds  want  °f  police  in  the  interior  government  of  the 
kingdom.  This  defect,  in  a  great  meafure,  arofe 
from  an  abfurd  notion,  that  laws  neceflary  to 
prevent  thofe  acts  of  cruelty,  violence,  and  ra- 
pine, would  be  incompitable  with  the  liberty  of 
Britifh  fubjects ;  a  notion  that  confounds  all  dif- 
tinctions  between  liberty  and  brutal  licentiouf- 
nefs,  as  if  that  freedom  was  defirable,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  which  people  find  no  fecurity  for 
their  lives  or  effects.  The  peculiar  depravity  of 
the  times  was  vifible  even  in  the  conduct  of 
thofe  who  preyed  upon  the  commonwealth. 
Thieves  and  robbers  were  now  become  more 
defperate  and  favage  than  ever  they  had  appear- 
ed fince  mankind  were  civilized.  In  the  exer- 
cife  of  their  rapine,  they  wounded,  maimed,  and 
even  murdered  the  unhappy  fufferers,  through 
a  wantonnefs  of. barbarity.  They  circulated  let- 
ters, demanding  fums  of  money  from  certain  in- 
dividuals, on  pain  of  reducing  their  houfes  to 
afhes,  and  their  families  to  ruin  -,  and  even  fet 
fire  to  the  houfe  of  a  rich  merchant  in  Briftol, 
who  had  refufed  to  comply  with  their  demand. 
The  fame  fpecies  of  villany  was  practifed  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  kingdom  j  fo  that  the  govern- 
ment was  obliged  to  interpofe,  and  offer  a  con- 
fiderable  reward  for  difcovering  the  ruffians 
concerned  in  fuch  execrable  dtfigns. 

3  Jo 
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In  the  fpeech  with  which  the  king  opened  the 
feffion  of  parliament  on  the  twenty-firft  day  of 
January,   he  told  them,  that  the  prefent  critical 
conjuncture  feemed  in  a  very  particular  manner 
to  delerve  their  attention  :  that  as  the  tranfactions 
then  depending  in  the  feveral  courts  of  Europe 
were  upon  the  point  of  being  determined,  the 
great  event  of  peace  or  war  might  be  very  much 
affected  by  their  firft  refolutiojis,  which  were  ex- 
pected by  different  powers  with  great  impatience. 
He  faid,  the  continuance  of  that  zeal  and  vigour 
with  which  they  had  hitherto  fnpported  him  and 
his  engagements,  muft  at  this  time  be  of  the 
greateft  weight  and  importance,  both  with  re- 
gard to  his  allies,  and  to  thofe  who  might  be  dif- 
pofed  before  the  feafon  of  action,  to  prevent  by 
an  accommodation  the  fatal  confcquences  of  a 
general  rupture.     The  former  fcene  was  repeat- 
ed.    Both  houfes,  in  their  addrefles,  promifed  to 
fupport  his  majefty  in  all  his  engagements  :  tho* 
the  members    in   the  oppofition  demonftrated 
the  abfurdity  of  promifing  to  fulfil  engagements 
before  they  could  pofiibly  know  whether  or  not 
they  were  for  the  fervice  of  Great- Britain.  Ano- 
ther  bill  was  brought  into  the  houfe  of  commons, 
to  prevent  penfioners  from  fitting  as  members 
of  parliament  -,  and,    after  a  third  reading,  car- 
ried  up  to  the  lords  for  their  concurrence.  When 
the  fupply  fell  under  confideration,  the  debates 
were  renewed  upon  the  fubfidies  to  the  land- 
grave of  Hefie-Caflel  and  the  duke  of  Wolfem- 

buttle, 
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A.C.I7JO.  buttle,  which,  however,  were  continued-,  and 
every  article  was  granted  according  to  the  etli- 
mates  given  in  for  the  expcnce  of  the  enfuing 
year.  Two  petitions  being  prefented  to  the 
commons,  reprefenting  the  delays  of  jullice,  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  ufe  of  the  Latin  tongue  in  pro- 
ceedings at  law  i  a  bill  was  brought  in  for 
,  changing  this  practice,  and  enacting,  That  all 
thofe  proceffes  and  pleadings  (hould  be  entered 
in  the  Englifh  language .  Though  one  would 
imagine,  that  very  little  could  be  advanced 
againft  fuch  a  regulation,  the  bill  met  with  warm 
oppofition,  on  pretence  that  it  would  render 
nfclefs  the  antient  records  which  were  written 
in  that  language,  and  introduce  confufion  and 
delay  of  juftice,  by  altering  the  eflablimed  form 
and  method  of  pleading  ;  in  fpite  of  thefe  objec- 
tions it  paired  through  both  houfcs,  and  obtain- 
ed the  royal  affent.  A  great  number  of  mer- 
chants from  different  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
having  repeated  their  complaints  of  depredations 
and  cruelties  committed  by  the  Spaniards  in  the 
Weft-Indies  j  their  petitions  were  referred  to 
the  confideration  of  a  grand  committee.  Their 
complaints,  upon  examination,  appeared  to 
be  well  founded.  The  houle  prefented  an 
addrefs  to  the  king,  detiring  his  majefty  would 
be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  continue  his  endeavour 
to  prevent  fuch  depredations  for  the  future;  to 
procure  full  fatisfadion  for  the  damages  already 
fuftained  j  and  to  fccure  to  the  Britiih  fubjects 

the 
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the  full  and  uninterrupted  exercife  of  their  trade  A-c-  lw* 
and  navigation  to  and  from  the  Britifh  colonies 
in  America.  The  bill  againft  penfions  pro- 
duced a  warm  debate  in  the  honfe  of  lords, 
where  it  was  violently  oppofed  by  the  dukes  of 
Newcaftle  and  Argyle,  and  earl  of  Hay,  and 
Dr.  Sherlock  bifhop  of  Bangor.  This  prelate, 
in  a  remarkable  fpeech,  reprefented  it  as  a 
fcheme  to  enlarge  the  power  of  the  houfe  of 
commons ;  and  to  break  the  balance  between 
the  powers  efiential  to  the  conflitution,  fo  as 
fooner  or  later  to  prove  the  ruin  cf  the  whole. 
The  great  barrier  provided  againft  bribery  and 
corruption  by  this  bill,  confifted  in  an  oath  to 
be  impofed  on  all  members  of  the  lower  houfe, 
by  which  they  muft  have  folemnly  fworn  and 
declared,  that  they  had  not  directly  nor  indi- 
rectly, any  penfion  during  pleafure,  or  for  any 
number  of  years,  or  any  office  in  part,  or  in  the 
whole,  hsld  for  them  or  for  their  benefit,  by  any 
perfons  whatsoever ;  and,  that  they  would  not 
accept  any  fuch  penfions  or  offices,  without 
fignifying  the  fame  to  the  houfe  within  fourteen 
days  after  they  mould  be  received  or  accepted. 
The  bill  was  vindicated  as  juil  a:vl  neceflary 
by  the  earls  of  Winchelf:a  and  Scrafford,  the 
lord  Bathurft,  and  the  lord  Carteret,  who  had 
by  this  time  joined  as  an  auxiliary  in  the  oppo- 
fition. 

The  houfe  of  peers  proceeded  to  confider  the 
ftate  of  the  national  debt :   they  read  a  bill  for 

the 
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A.  c.  1731.  the  free  importation  of  wool  from  Ireland  into 
England,  which  was  fiercely  oppofed,  and  laid 
afide,  contrary  to  all  the  rules  of  found  policy. 
They  paflfed  the  bill  for  carrying  on  proceedings 
at' law  in  the  Englifh  language  ;  and  a  fruidefs 
motion  was  made  by  the  lord  Bathurft  for  an 
addrefs,  to  defire  his  majefty  would  give  direc- 
tions for  difcharging  the  Heflian  troops  that 
were  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain.  On  the 
feventh  day  of  May  the  parliament  was  pro- 
rogued, after  the  king  had  given  them  to  un- 
derftand,  that  all  apprehenfions  of  war  were 
now  happily  removed,  by  a  treaty  figncd  at 
Vienna  between  him  and  the  emperor.  He  faid 
it  was  communicated  to  the  courts  of  France 
and  Spain,  as  parties  to  the  treaty  of  Seville, 
the  execution  of  which  it  principally  regarded  : 
and,  that  it  was  likewife  fubmitted  to  the  confi- 
Tfttty»t  deration  of  the  Hates-general.  He  ob'ferved, 
Vienna.  tfat  tfa  conditions  and  engagements  into  which 
he  had  entered  on  this  occafio-n,  were  agreeable 
to  that  neceflary  concern  which  the  Britilh  na- 
tion muft  always  have  for  the  fecurity  and  pre- 
fervation  of  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe : 
that  this  happy  turn,  duly  improved  with  a  jufl 
regard  to  former  alliances,  yielded  a  favourable 
profpeft  of  feeing  the  public  tranquillity  re-efta- 
blifhed. 

Drathofthe       In  the  month  of  January  the  duke  of  Parma 
r*inaf        died,  after  having  made  a  will,  in  which  he  de- 
clared his  dutchefs  was  three  months  advanced 

in 
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in  her  pregnancy  i  intreating  the  allied  powers  A.  c. 
<if  Europe  to  have  corhpaffion  upon  his  people, 
and  defer  the  execution  of  their  projects  until 
his  confort  fhould  be  delivered;  In  cafe  the 
child  mould  be  ftill-born,  or  die  after  the  birth, 
he  bequeathed  his  dominions  and  allodial  eftate* 
to  the  infant  don  Carlos  of  Spain  ;  and  ap- 
pointed five  regents  to  govern  the  dutchy.  Not- 
withftanding  this  difpofition,  a  body  of  Imperial 
troops  immediately  took  polteflion  of  Parma  and 
Placentia,  under  the  command  of  general 
Stampa,  who  declared  they  mould  conduct 
themfelves  with  all  pofllble  regularity  and  mode- 
ration ;  and  leave  the  adminiftration  intirely  to 
the  regents  whom  the  duke  had  appointed.  They 
publicly  proclaimed  in  the  market-place,  that 
they  took  pofiefilon  of  thefe  dutchies  for  the 
infant  don  Carlos  :  and,  that  if  the  dutchefs 
dowager  mould  not  be  delivered  of  a  prince, 
the  faid  infant  might  receive  the  inveftiturd 
from  the  emperor  whenever  he  would,  provid- 
ed he  mould  come  without  an  army.  Though 
thefe  fteps  feemed  to  threaten  an  immediate 
war,  the  king  of  Great  Britain  and  the  dates- 
general  interpofed  their  mediation  fo  effectually 
with  the  court  of  Vienna,  that  the  emperor  de- 
lifted  from  the  profecution  of  his  defign  ;  and 
on  the  fixteenth  day  of  March  concluded  at 
Vienna  a  treaty  with  his  Britannic  majefty,  by 
which  he  confented  to  withdraw  his  troops  from 
Parma  and  Placentia.  He  agreed,  That  the 
NuMB.XClX.  Cc  king 
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A.C.  173  r.  king  Of  Spain  might  take  pofleflion  of  thefe 
places  in  favour  of  his  fon  don  Carlos,  according 
to  the  treaty  of  Seville.  He  likewife  agreed, 
That  the  Oftend  company,  which  had  given 
fuch  umbrage  to  the  maritime  powers,  mould 
be  totally  difiblved,  on  condition  that  the  con- 
tracting powers  concerned  in  the  treaty  of 
Seville,  mould  guaranty  the  pragmatic  fan&ion, 
or  fucceflion  of  the  Auftrian  hereditary  domi- 
nions to  the  heirs  female  of  the  emperor,  in  cafe 
he  mould  die  without  male  ifTue.  The  Dutch 
minifter  refiding  at  the  Imperial  court  did  riot 
fubfcribe  this  treaty,  becaufe  by  the  maxims 
received  in  that  republic,  and  the  nature  of  her 
government,  he  could  not  be  vetted  with  full 
powers  fo  foon  as  it  would  have  been  neceflary  : 
neverthelefs,  the  ftates-general  were,  by  a  fepa- 
rate  article,  exprefsly  named  as  a  principal  con- 
tracting party. 

.  On  the  twenty-fecond  day  of  July  a  new  treaty 
was  figned  at  Vienna  between  the  emperor,  the 
kings  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  tending  to 
confirm  the  former.  In  Auguft  a  treaty  of 
union  and  defenfive  alliance  between  the  electO" 
rates  of  Saxony  and  Hanover  was  executed  at 
Drefden.  The  court  of  Spain  exprefiing  fome 
doubts  with  regard  to  the  pregnancy  of  the 
dutchefs  of  Parma,  me  underwent  a  formal  ex- 
amination by  five  mid  wives  of  different  nations, 
in  prefence  of  the  older  dutchefs  dowager,  feve- 
ral  ladies  of  quality,  three  phyficians,  and  a  fur- 

geonj 
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geon  •,   and  was  declared  with  child  :    neverthe-    A-c.i7} 
lefs,   after  having  kept  all  Europe   in  fufpence 
tor  fix  months,  fhe  owned  fhe  had  been  deceiv- 
ed ;    and    general   Stampa   with   the   Imperial 
forces  took  forma]  pofieflion  of  the  dutchies  of 
Parma  and  Placentia.     Spam  and  the  great  duke 
of  Tufcany  having  acceded  to  the  laft  treaty  of 
Vienna,   the  crown  of  Great-Britain  engaged  to 
equip  an    armament   that   fhould  convoy  Don 
Carlos  to  his  new  dominions.     Accordingly,  Sir 
Charles  Wager  failed   with    a  ftrong  fquadron 
from  Portfmouth  on   the   twenty- fixth  day  of 
Auguft,  and  in  September  arrived  at  Barcelona, 
where,  being  joined  by  the  Spanifli   fleet  and 
tranfports,    they    failed   together   to  Leghorn ; 
from  whence  the   admiral  returned  to  England. 
Don  Carlos  pafied  through  part  of  France,  and   Don  cari™ 
embarking  at  Antibes  on  board  of  the  Spanifli   &0"0nul 
gallies,  arrived  at  Leghorn  in  December.    Then   l<  nloaes' 
the  Imperial  general  withdrew  his  forces   into 
the   Milaneze  ;    and  the  infant  took  pofieffion 
of  his  new  territories. 

During  thefe  transactions,  France  was  diftrac- 

o  r  ranee  dii* 

ted  by  religious  difputes,  occafioned  by  the  bull  t™a«i  by 
unigenitus  thundered  againft  the  doctrines  of 
Janfenius  ;  a  bull  which  had  produced  a  fchifm 
in  the  Gallican  church,  and  well  nigh  involved 
that  country  in  civil  war  and  confufion.  It  was 
oppofed  by  the  parliaments  and  lay-tribunals  of 
the  kingdom ;  but  many  biihops,  and  the 
C  c  2  jefuits 
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A.C.  i73r.  jefoits  in  general,  were  its  moft  ftrenuous  af- 
fertors.  All  the  artifices  of  prieftcraft  were 
pra&ifed  on  both  fides,  to  inflame  the  enthu- 
fiafm,  and  manage  the  fuperftition  of  the 
people.  Pretended  miracles  were  wrought  at 
the  tomb  of  abbe  Paris,  who  had  died  without 
accepting  the  Jbull,  confequently  was  declared 
damned  by  the  abettors  of  that  conflitution.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  jefuits  exerted  all  their  abili- 
ties and  induftry  in  preaching  againft  the  Jan- 
fenifts  j  in  eftabliftiing  an  opinion  of  their  fu- 
perior  fan&ity  -,  and  infpiring  a  fpirit  of  quie- 
tifm  among  their  votaries,  who  were  tranfport- 
ed  into  the  delirium  of  poffefiion,  illumination, 
and  fupernatural  converfe.  Thefe  arts  were 
often  ufed  for  the  moft  infamous  purpofes. 
Female  enthufiafts  were  wrought  up  to  fuch 
violence  of  agitations,  that  nature  fainted  under 
th«  ftruggle  •,  and  the  pfeudo-faint  feized  this 
opportunity  of  violating  the  chaftity  of  his  peni- 
tent. Such  was  faid  to  be  the  cafe  of  Made- 
moifelle  la  Cadiere,  a  young  gentlewoman  of 
Toulon,  abufed  in  this  manner  by  the  luft  and 
villainy  of  pere  Girard,  a  noted  jefuit,  who  un- 
derwent a  trial  before  the  parliament  of  Aix, 
and  very  narrowly  efcaped  the  flake. 

The  parliament  of  Great-Britain  meeting  on 
the  thirteenth  day  of  January,  the  king  in  his 
fpeech  declared,  that  the  general  tranquillity  of 
Europe  was  reitored  and  eftablifhed  by  the  latt 
treaty  of  Vienna :  that  don  Carlos  was  actually 
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•po'fiefied  of  Parma  and  Placentia  :  that  fix  thou-  A  c- '73'. 
fand  Spaniards  were  quietly  admitted  and  quar- 
tered in  the  dutchy  of  Tufcany,  to  fecure,  by 
the  exprefs  confent  and  agreement  of  the  great 
duke,  the  reverfion  of  his  dominions:  and  that 
a  family  convention  was  made  between  the 
courts  of  Spain  and  Tufcany,  for  prefervin^ 
mutual  peace  and  friendfhip  in  the  two  houfes. 
He  told  the  commons,  that  the  eft: mates  for  the 
iervice  of  the  current  year  would  be  confider- 
ably  lefs  than  thofe  of  former  years.  He  re- 
commended unanimity :  he  obferved,  that  his 
government  had  no  fecurity  but  what  was  equal- 
ly conducive  to  their  happineis,  and  to  the  pro- 
tection of  his  people  :  that  their  prolperity  had 
no  foundation  but  in  the  defence  and  fupporc 
•of  his  government.  "  Our  fafety  (faid  he)  is 
"  mutual,  and  our  interefts  are  infeparable." 
The  oppofition  to  the  eourt-meafures  appears  to 
have  been  uncommonly  fpirited  during  the 
courfe  of  this  fefiion.  The  minifter's  motions  Then>-ni. 
were  attacked  with  all  the  artillery  of  elocution.  oPPofe«i  m 
His  principal  emiiTarics  were  obliged  to  tafk  p 
their  faculties  to  their  full  exertion,  to  puzzle 
and  perplex  where  they  could  not  demonftrate 
and  convince ;  to  mifreprefent  what  they  could 
not  vindicate,  and  elude  the  arguments  whidi 
they  could  not  refute.  In  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons lord  Hervey,  lately  appointed  vice  cham- 
berlain of  his  majefty's  houfhold,  made  a  mo- 
tion for  an  addrefs  of  thanks,  in  which  thty 
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A.C.  i73i.  ftould  declare  their  intire  approbation  of  the 
king's  conduct;  acknowledge  the  bleflings 
they  enjoyed  under  his  government  ;  exprefs 
their  confidence  in  the  wifdom  of  his  counlels  -9 
and  declare  their  readinefs  to  grant  the  neceflary 
fupplies.  This  member,  fon  to  the  earl  of 
BriftoJ,  was  a  nobleman  of  fome  paTts,  which 
however,  were  more  fpecious  than  folid.  He 
eondefcended  to  act  as  a  lubaltern  to  the  mini- 
fler,  and  approved  himfelf  extremely  active  in 
forwarding  all  his  defigns,  whether  as  a  fecret 
emifiary,  or  public  orator  -,  in  which  lad  capa- 
city he  appears  to  have  been  pert,  frivolous,  and 
frothy.  His  motion  was  feconded  by  Mr. 
Clutterbuck,  and  oppofed  by  Sir  Wilfred  Law- 
fon,  Mr.  Shippen,  Mr.  W.  Pukeney,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Wyndham,  and  Mr.  Oglethorpe.  They 
did  not  argue  againft  a  general  addrels  of 
thanks  ;  but  expoied  the  abfurdity  and  bad 
tendency  of  exprefiions  which  implied  a  blind 
approbation  of  all  the  meafures  of  the  miniftry. 
Sir  Wilfred  Lawfon  obferved,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  the  great  things  we  had  done  for  the  crown 
of  Spain,  and  the  favours  we  had  procured  for 
the  royal  family  of  that  kingdom,  little  or  no 
iatisfaction  had  as  yet  been  received  for  the 
injuries  our  merchants  had  luftained  from  that 
nation.  Mr.  Pukeney  took  notice,  that  the  na- 
tion, by  becoming  guaranty  to  the  pragmatic 
fanction,  laid  itfelf  under  an  obligation  to  afilft 
the  Auftrian  family  when  attacked  by  any  po- 

tentate 


GEORGE    II.  379 

tentate  whatever,  except  the  grand  fignor  :  that  A-c-  *w- 
they  might  be  attacked  when  it  would  be  much 
againft  the  intereft  of  the  kingdom  to  engage 
itfelf  in  a  war  upon  any  foreign  account :   that  it 
might  one  day  be  for  the  intereft  of  the  nation 
to  join   againil  them,    in  order  to  preferve  the 
balance  of  Europe,   the  eftablifhing  of  which 
had  already  coft  England  fuch  immenfe  fums  of 
money.     He.  infifted  upon  the  abfurdity  of  con- 
cluding fuch  a  number  of  inconfi  ftent  treaties ; 
and  concluded  with  faying,  that  if  affairs  abroad 
were  now  happily  eftablifhed,  the  miniftry  which 
conducted  them  might  be  compared  to  a  pilot, 
who,  though  there  was  a  clear,  fafe,  and  ftraight 
channel  into  port,  yet   took  it  in  his  head,  to 
carry  the  fhip  a  great  way  about,  through  fands, 
rocks,  and  mallows ;  who,  after  having  loft  a 
great  number  of  feamen,  deftroyed  a  great  deal 
of  tackle  and  rigging,  and  fubje&ed  the  owners 
to  an  enormous  expence,  at  laft,  by   chance, 
hits  the  port,  and  triumphs  in  his  good  conduct. 
Sir  William  Wyndham  fpoke  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe.      Mr.  Oglethorpe,    a.  gentleman   of  un- 
blemifhed  character,    brave,  generous,  and  hu- 
mane, affirmed,  that  many  other  things  related 
more   nearly  to  the  honour  and  intereft  of  the 
nation,  than  did  the  guaranty  of  the  pragmatic 
fanclion.     He  faid,    he  wilhed  to   ftave  heard 
that  the  new  works  at  Dunkirk  had  been  intire- 
ly  razed  and  deftroyed  :   that  the  nation  had  re- 
ceived full  and  complete  fausfacYion  for  the  de- 
C  c  4  preda- 
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A.c.  1731?  predations  committed  by  the  natives  of  Spain  : 
that  more  care  was  taken  in  difciplining  the  mili- 
tia, on  whofe  valour  the  nation  mud  chiefly  de- 
pend in  cafe  of  an  invafion  ;  and  that  fome  re- 
gard had  been  {hewn  to  the  opprefied  prote- 
ftants  in  Germany.  He  exprefied  his  fatisfac- 
tion  to  find  that  the  Englifh  were  not  fo  cloiely 
united  to  France  as  formerly  ;  for  he  had  gene- 
rally obferved,  that  when  two  dogs  were  in  $ 
leafh  together,  the  ftronger  generally  ran  away 
with  the  weaker  i  and  this,  he  was  afraid,  had 
been  the  cafe  between  France  and  Great-Britain, 
The  motion  was  vigoroufly  defended  by  Mr. 
Pelham,  paymafter  of  the  forces,  and  brother  to 
the  duke  of  Newcaftle,  a  man  whofe  greateft 
fault  was  his  being  concerned  in  fupporting  the 
meafures  of  a  corrupt  miniftry.  In  other  re^ 
fpec~ls  he  was  liberal,  candid,  benevolent,  and 
even  attached  to  the  intereft  of  his  country, 
though  egregioufly  miftaken  in  his  notions  of 
government.  On  this  occafion  he  aflerted,  that 
jt  was  no  way  inconfiftent  with  the  honour  or 
Dignity  of  that  houfe,  to  thank  his  majefty  in 
the  mod  particular  terms  for  every  thing  he  had 
been  pleafed  to  communicate  in  his  fpeech  from 
the  throne  :  that  no  expreflions  of  approbation 
in  the  addrefs  could  be  any  way  made  ufe  of 
p  prevent  an  inquiry  into  the  meafures  which 
fiad  been  purfued,  when  the  treaties  fliould  be 
hid  before  the  houfe.  He  faid,  at  the  opening 
feffion  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  turned 
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towards  Great-Britain,  and  from  the  parliament's  A- c-  «7j»- 
firft  refolves,  all  the  neighbouring  powers  judged 
of  the  unanimity  that  would  enftie  between  his 
majefty  and  the  representatives  of  his  people : 
that  their  appearing  jealous  or  diffident  of  his 
majefty's  conduct,  would  weaken  his  influence 
upon  the  councils  of  foreign  ftates  and  poten- 
tates, and  perhaps  put  it  out  of  his  power  t» 
rectify  any  falfe  ftep  that  might  have  been  made 
by  his  minifters.  His  arguments  were  reinforc- 
ed by  a  long  fpeech  from  Mr.  H.  Walpole.  The 
queftion  was  put,  the  motion  carried,  and  the 
addrefs  prefented. 

The  next  fubjeftof  the  debate  was  the  number 
of  land-forces.  When  the  fupply  fell  under 
confideration,  Sir  W.  Strickland,  fecretary  at  war, 
moved,  that  the  fame  number  which  had  been 
maintained  in  the  preceding  year  mould  be  con- 
tinued in  pay.  On  the  other  hand,  lord  Mor- 
peth  having  demonftrated  the  danger  to  which 
the  liberties  of  the  nation  might  be  expofed,  by 
maintaining  a  numerous  (landing  army  in  time 
of  peace,  made  a  motion  that  the  number  mould 
be  reduced  to  twelve  thoufand.  A  warm  debate 
enfuing,  was  managed  in  favour  of  the  firfl  mo- 
tion, by  lord  Hervey,  Sir  Robert  Walpole  and 
his  brother,  Mr.  Pelham,  Sir  Philip  Yorke  at- 
torney-general, who  was  counted  a  better  lawyer 
than  a  politician,  and  fhone  more  as  an  advocate 
at  the  bar,  than  as  an  orator  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons. The  laft  partifan  of  the  miniftry  was  Sir 

William 
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A,C.  i73i.  \yjiiiam  Yonge,  one  of  the  lord  commiffioners 
of  the  treafury,  a  man  who  rendered  himfelf  fer- 
viceable  and  necefTary  by  ftooping  to  all  com- 
pliances, running  upon  every  fcent,  and  haran- 
guing on  every  fubjecl:  with  an  even,  uninterrupt- 
ed, tedious  flow  of  dull  declamation,  compoled 
of  afTertions  without  veracity,  conclufions  from 
falfe  premifes,  words  without  meaning,  and  lan- 
guage without  propriety.  Lord  Morpeth's  mo- 
tion was  efpoufed  by  Mr.  Watkin  Williams 
Wynne,  a  gentleman  of  an  antient  family  and 
opulent  fortune  in  Wales,  brave,  open,  hofpita- 
ble,  and  warmly  attached  to  the  antient  conituu- 
tion  and  hierarchy :  he  was  fupported  by  Mr. 
Walter  Plumer,  who  fpoke  with  weight,  preci- 
fion,  and  feverityj  by  Sir  W.  Wyndham,  Mr. 
Shippen,  Mr.  W.  Pulteney,  and  Mr.  Barnard. 
The  courtiers  argued,  that  it  was  necefiary  to 
maintain  fuch  a  number  of  land-forces  as  might 
(defeat  the  defigns  of  malcontents,  fecure  the  in- 
terior  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom,  defend  it 
from  external  aflauks,  overawe  its  neighbours, 
and  enable  it  to  take  vigorous  meafures  in  cafe 
the  peace  of  Europe  mould  be  reimbroiled. 
They  affirmed  the  fcience  of  war  was  fo  much 
altered,  and  required  fuch  attention,  that  no 
dependence  was  to  be  placed  upon  a  militia  : 
that  all  nations  were  obliged  to  maintain  {landing 
armies,  for  their  fecurity  againft  the  encroach- 
ments of  neighbouring  powers  :  that  the  num- 
ber of  troops  in  Great  Britain  was  too  inconiider- 
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to  excite  the  jealoufy  of  the  people,   even  A.C.  175.. 
under  an  ambitious  monarch  :   that  his  majefty 
never  entertained  the  lead  thought  of  infringing 
the  liberties  of  his  fubjects :  that  it  could  not  be 
iuppoled  that  the  officers,   among  whom  were 
many  gentlemen  of  family  and  fortune,   would 
ever  concur  in  a  defign  to  enilave  their  country ; 
and  that  the  forces  now  in  pay  could  not  be  pro- 
ptrly  deemed    a    Handing  army,   inafmuch  as 
they  were  voted  and  maintained  from   year  to 
year  by  the  parliament,  which  was  the  reprefen- 
tative  of  the  people.      To  thefe  arguments  the 
members  in  the  oppofition  replied,  that  a  ftand- 
ing  force,  in  time  of  peace,  was  unconftitutio-    . 
nal,  and  had  been  always  thought  dangerous  : 
that  a  militia  was  as  capable  of  difcipline  as  a 
(landing  army,  and  would  have  more  incentives 
to  courage  and  perfeverance  :  that  the  civil  ma- 
giftrate  was  able  to  preferve   the  peace  of  the 
country  :  and,  that  the  number  of  the  malcon- 
tents was   altogether    contemptible,    though  it 
might  be  confiderably  augmented  by  maintain- 
ing  a  Handing  army,  and  other  fuch  arbitrary 
meafures :  that  other  nations  had  been  enflaved 
by  Handing  armies  j  and  howfoever  they  might 
find  themfelves   necefiitated  to  depend  upon  a 
military  force  for   fecurity  againft  incroaching 
neighbours,  the  cafe  was  very  different  with  re- 
gard to  Great-Britain,   for  the  defence  of  which 
nature  had  provided  in  a  peculiar  manner :  that 
this  provifion  was  ftrengthened  and  improved  by 
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*• c>  '73f-  a  numerous  navy,  that  fecured  to  her  the  domi- 
nion of  the  fea  •,  and,  if  properly  difpofed,  would 
render  all  invafion  impracticable,  or  at  leaft  in- 
effectual :  that  the  land-army  of  Great- Britain, 
though  fufficient  to  endanger  the  liberties  of  an 
unarmed  people,  could  not  pofllbly  fecure  fuch 
an  extent  of  coaft,  artd  therefore  could  be  of 
very  little  fervicc  in  preventing  an  invafion  :  that 
though  they  had  all  imaginable  confidence  in 
his  majefty's  regard  for  the  liberty  of  his  fub- 
jects,  they  could  not  help  apprehending,  that 
fhould  a  ftanding  army  become  part  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  another  prince  of  more  dangerous  ta- 
lents, and  more  fatal  defigns,  might  arife,  and 
employ  it  for  the  worft  purpofes  of  ambition  : 
that  though  many  officers  were  gentlemen  of 
honour  and  probity,  thefe  might  be  eafily  dif- 
carded,  and  the  army  gradually  moulded  into  a 
quite  different  temper.  By  thefe  means,  prac- 
tifed  in  former  times,  an  army  had  been  new- 
modelled  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  turned  their 
fwords  againft  the  parliament,  for  whofe  defence 
they  had  been  raifed,  and  deftroyed  the  conftitu- 
tion  both  in  church  and  (late :  that  with  refpect 
to  its  being  wholly  dependent  on  the  parliament, 
the  people  of  England  would  have  reafon  to 
complain  of  the  fame  hardihip,  whether  a  (land- 
ing army  mould  be  declared  at  once  indifpenfi- 
ble,  or  regularly  voted  from  year  to  year,  ac- 
cording to  the  direction  of  the  miniftry :  that  the 
fanction  of  the  legtflature  granted  to  meafures 
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which  in  themfelves  are  unconftitutional,  bur-  A. c.  1731. 
denfome,  odious,  and  repugnant  to  the  genius 
of  the  nation,  inftead  of  yielding  confolation, 
would  ferve  only  to  demonftrate,  rhat  the  moft 
effectual  method  of  forging  the  chains  of  na- 
tional flavery,  would  be  that  of  minifterial  in- 
fluence operating  upon  a  venal  parliament. 
Such  were  the  reaibns  urged  againft  a  Handing 
army,  of  what  number  foever  it  might  be  com- 
pofed :  but  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  num- 
ber from  about  eighteen  thoufand  to  twelve 
thoufand,  was  infifted  upon  as  the  natural  con- 
fequence  of  his  majefty's  declaration,  by  which 
they  were  given  to  underftand,  that  the  peace 
of  Europe  was  eftabli fried ;  and  that  he  had 
nothing  fo  much  at  heart  as  the  eafe  and  prof- 
perity  of  his  people.  It  was  fuggefted,  that 
if  eighteen  thoufand  men  were  fufficient,  on  the 
fuppofed  eve  of  a  general  war  in  Europe,  it  was 
furely  reafonable  to  think,  that  a  lefs  number 
would  fuffice  when  peace  was  perfectly  re-efla- 
bliftied.  Whatever  effect  thefe  reafons  had  up- 
on the  body  of  the  nation,  they  made  no  con- 
verts in  the  houfe,  where  the  majority  refolved 
that  the  (landing  army  mould  be  maintained 
•without  reduction.  Mr.  Plumer  complained, 
that  the  country  was  opprefled  by  an  arbitrary 
method  of  quartering  foldiers,  in  an  undue  pro- 
portion, upon  thofe  publicans  who  refufed  to 
vote  in  elections,  according  to  the  direction  of 
the  miniftry.  Mr.  Pulteney  afierted,  that  the 
8  money 
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A.  c.  i73i.  money  raifed  for  the  fubfiftence  of  eigfoeen 
thoufand  men  in  England,  would  maintain  fixiy 
thoufand  French  or  Germans,  or  the  fame  num- 
ber of  almoft  any  other  people  on  the  continent. 
Sir  William  Wyndham  declared,  that  eighteen 
thoufand  of  the  Englifh  troops  in  the  late  war, 
were  maintained  on  lefs  than  two  thirds  of  the 
fum  now  demanded  for  the  like  number :  but 
no  regard  was  paid  to  thefe  allegations. 

The  next  object  of  importance  that  attracted 
the  chant*,  the  notice  of  the  houfe,  was  the  ftate  of  the  cha- 
biejorponi-  rjtabie  C0rp0ration.  This  company  was  firft 

erected  in  the  year  one  thdufand  feven  hundred 
and  feven.  Their  prpfeffed  intention  was  to  lend 
money  at  legal  intereft,  to  the  poor,  upon  fmall 
pledges  •,  and  to  perfons  of  better  rank  upon 
an  indubitable  fecurity  of  goods  impawned. 
Their  capital  was  at  firft  limited  to  thirty  thou- 
fand pounds  ;  but,  by  licences  from  the  crown, 
they  increafed  it  to  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
though  their  charter  was  never  confirmed  by  act 
of  parliament.  In  the  month  of  October,  George 
Robinfon,  Efq-,  member  for  Marlow,  the  cafhier, 
and  John  Thompfon,  warehoufe-keeper  of  the 
corporation,  difappeared  in  one  day.  The  pro- 
prietors, alarmed  at  this  incident,  held  feveral 
general  courts,  and  appointed  a  committee 
to  infpect  the  ftate  of  their  affairs.  They 
reported,  that  for  ;i  rapiul  of  above  five  .hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  no  equivalent  was  found  ;  in- 
afrnuch  as  their  effects  did  not  amount  to  the 

value 
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value  of  thirty  thoufand,  the  remainder  having  A.c.i73i. 
been  embezzled  by  means  which  they  could  not 
difcover.  The  proprietors,  in  a  petition  to  the 
houfe  of  commons,  reprefented,  that  by  the  moft 
notorious  breach  of  truft, .  in  feveral  perfons  to 
whom  the  care  and  management  of  their  affairs 
were  committed,  the  corporation  had  been  de- 
frauded of  the  greateft  part  of  their  capital ;  and 
that  many  of  the  petitioners  were  reduced  to  the 
utmoft  degree  of  mifery  and  diftrcis :  they  there  - 
fore  prayed,  that  as  they  were  unable  to  detect 
the  combinations  of  thole  who  had  ruined  them, 
or  to  bring  the  delinquents  to  juftice,  without 
the  aid  of  the  power  and  authority  of  parliament, 
the  houfe  would  vouchfafe  to  inquire  into  the 
ftate  of  the  corporation,  and  the  conduct  of  their 
managers ;  and  gave  fuch  a  relief  to  the  petitio- 
ners, as  to  the  houfe  ftould  feem  meet.  The 
petition  was  gracioufly  received,  and  a  fecret 
committee  appointed  to  proceed  on  the  inquiry. 
They  loon  difcovered  a  moft  iniquitous  fcene  of 
fraud,  which  had  been  acted  by  Robinfon  and 
Thompfon,  in  concert  with  fome  of  the  directors, 
for  embezzling  the  capital,  and  cheating  the 
proprietors.  Many  perfons  of  rank  and  quality 
were  concerned  in  this  infamous  confpiracy  : 
fome  of  the  firft  characters  in  the  nation  did  not 
efcape  fufpicion  and  cenfure.  Sir  Robert  Sutton 
and  Sir  Archibald  Grant,  were  expelled  the  houfe 
of  commons,  as  having  had  a  confiderable  (hare 
in  thofe  fraudulent  practices :  and  a  bill  was 

brought 
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A.C.  1731.  brought  in  to  reftrain  them  an'd  other  delin- 
quents from  leaving  the  kingdom,  or  alienating 
their  effects.  In  the  mean  time,  the  committee 
received  a  letter  from  fignior  John  Angelo  Bel- 
loni,  an  eminent  banker  at  Rome,  giving  them 
tt>  underftand,  that  Thompfon  was  fecured  in 
that  city,  with  all  his  papers,  and  confined  to  the 
caftle  of  St.  Angelo  j  that  the  papers  were  tranf- 
mitted  to  his  correfpondent  at  Paris,  who  mould 
deliver  them  up,  on  certain  conditions  ftipulated 
in  favour  of  the  prifoner.  This  letter  was  con- 
fidered  as  an  artifice  to  infmuate  a  favourable 
opinion  of  the  pretender,  as  if  he  had  taken  mea- 
fures  for  feeuring  Thompfon,  from  his  zeal  for 
juftice,  and  affection  to  the  English  people.  On 
this  fuppofition  the  propofals  were  rejected  with 
difdain  ;  and  both  houfes  concurred  in  an  order, 
that  the  letter  mould  be  burned  at  the  Royal 
Exchange,  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hang- 
man. The  lower  houfe  refolved,  that  it  was  an 
infolent  and  audacious  libel,  abfurd  and  contra- 
dictory ;  that  the  whole  tranfaction  a  fcandalous 
artifice,  calculated  to  delude  the  unhappy,  and 
to  difguife  and  conceal  the  wicked  practices  of 
the  profeffed  enemies  to  his  majefty's  perfon, 
crown,  and  dignity. 

Kevjv*i  of        No  motion*  during  this  fefiion,  produced  fuch 

ike  £»it-t«c.  a  warm  conteft,  as  did  that  of  Sir  Robert  Wai- 
pole,  when,  after  a  long  preamble,  he  propofed 
that  the  duties  upon  fait,  which  about  two  years 
before  had  been  abolifhed,  mould  now  be  revived 

and 
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and  granted  to  his  majefty,  his  heirs  and  fiiccef-    A.  c.,73<. 
fors,    for  the  term  of  three   years.     In  order  to 
fweeten  this  propofal,  he  declared  that  the  land- 
tax  for  the  enfuing  year  Ihould  be  -reduced  to 
one  (hilling  in  the  pound.     All  the  members  of 
the  country -party  were  immediately  in  commo- 
tion.    They  exprefied  their  furprife  at  the  grofT- 
nefs  of  the  impofition.      They  obferved,  that 
two  years  had  fcarce  elapfed  fmce  the  king,  in  a 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  had  exhorted  them  to 
abolifh  fome  of  the  taxes  that  were  the  moft  bur- 
denfome  to  the  poor :    the  houfe  was  then  of 
opinion,  that  the  tax  upon  fait  was  the  moft  bur- 
denfome,  and  the  moft  pernicious  to  the  trade  of 
the  kingdom,  of  all  the  impofitions  to  which  the 
poor  were  fubjected,  and  therefore  it  was  taken 
off :   but  that  no  good  reafon  could  be  produced 
for  altering  their  opinion  fo  fuddenly,  and  refolv- 
ing  to  grind  the  faces  of  the  poor,  in  order  to 
eafe  a  few  rich  men  of  the  landed  intereft.  They 
affirmed,  that  the  moft  general  taxes  are  not  al- 
ways the  leaft  burthenfome  :   that  after  a  nation 
is  obliged  to  extend  her  taxes  farther  than  the 
luxuries  of  their  country,  thofe  taxes  that  can  be 
railed  with  the  leaft  charge  to  the  public,  are  the 
moft  convenient  and  the  eafieft  to  the  people  : 
but  they  ought  carefully  to  avoid  taxing  thofe 
things  which  are  neceflary  for  the  fubfiftence  of 
the  poor.     The  price  of  all    neceflaries  being 
thus  enhanced,   the  wages  of  the  tradefmen  and 
manufacturer  muft  be  encrcafed  ;  and,  where 
N°.  99  D  d  thefer 


29o  HISTORY  OF   ENGLAND. 

A.  c.  1731.  thefe  are  high,  the  manufactures  will  be  under- 
fold  by  thole  of  cheaper  countries.  The  trade 
muft  of  confequence  be  ruined  -,  and  it  is  not  to 
be  fuppofed  that  the  landed  gentleman  would 
chufe  to  fave  a  ihilling  in  the  pound  from  the 
land-tax,  by  means  of  an  expedient  that  will 
ruin  the  manufactures  of  his  country ;  and  de- 
creaft-  the  value  of  his  own  fortune.  They  al- 
ledged,  that  the  falt-tax  particularly  affected  the 
poor,  who  could  not  afford  to  eat  frefh  provi- 
fions :  and  that,  as  it  formerly  occafioned  mur- 
murs and  difcontents  among  the  lower  clafs  of 
people,  the  revival  of  it  would,  in  all  probability, 
exafperate  them  into  open  fedition.  They  ob- 
ferved,  that  while  it  was  exacted  in  England,  a 
great  number  of  merchants  fent  their  mips  to 
Ireland  to  be  victualled  for  their  refpective 
voyages  -,  that,  fince  it  had  been  abolifhed, 
many  experiments  had  been  fuccefsfully  tried 
with  fait,  for  the  improvement  of  agriculture, 
which  would  be  entirely  defeated  by  the  revival 
of  this  impofition.  They  fuggefted,  that  the 
knd-tax  was  raifed  at  a  very  fmall  expenr.e,  and 
fubject  to  no  fraud,  whereas  that  upon  ialt  would 
employ  a  great  number  of  additional  officers  in 
the  revenue,  wholly  depending  upon  the  mini- 
ftry,  whofe  influence  in  elections  they  would 
proportionably  increafe.  They  even  hinted, 
that  this  confideration  was  one  powerful  motive 
for  propofing  the  revival  of  an  odious  tax  which 
was  in  effect  an  excife,  and  would -be  iteemed  a 
2  ftep 
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ftep  towards  a  general  excife  upon  all  Torts  of  A-  c-  *n\ 
provilions.  Finally,  they  demonftrated  that  the 
falt-tax  introduced  numberiefs  frauds  and  per- 
juries in  different  articles  of  traffic.  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  endeavoured  to  obviate  all  thefe  ob- 
jections in  a  long  fpeech,  which  was  minutely 
anfwered  and  refuted  in  every  article  by  Mr. 
Pultenty.  Neverthtlefs,  the  queftion  being  put, 
the  minifter's  motion  was  carried  in  the  affirma-1 
tive,  and  the  duty  revived  :  yet,  before  the  bill 
palled,  divers  motions  were  made,  and  additio- 
nal claufes  propoled  by  the  members  in  the  op- 
pofition.  New  debates  were  raifed  on  every  new 
objection,  and  the  courtiers  were  obliged  to  dif- 
pute  their  ground  by  inches. 

The  peniion  bill  was  revived,  and  for  the  third 
time  rejected  in  the  houfe  of  lords.  A  bill  for 
the  encouragement  of  the  fugar-colonies  pafled 
through  the  lower  houfe  with  great  difficulty ; 
but  was  loft  among  the  peers :  another  for  the 
better  fccuring  the  freedom  of  parliaments,  by- 
farther  qualifying  members  to  fit  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  thrown 
out  upon  the  queftion.  A  committee  had  been 
appointed  to  enquire  into  a  fale  of  the  eflate 
which  had  belonged  to  the  late  earl  of  Der- 
wentwater.  It  appeared  by  the  report,  that  the 
fale  had  been  fraudulent :  a  bill  was  prepared  to 
make  it  void  :  Dennis  Bond,  efquire,  and  fcr- 
ieant  Birch,  com miffi oners  for  the  fale  of  the 
Dd  2  for- 
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A.C.  J7jT.  forfeited  eftates,  were  declared  guilty  of  a  notd- 
rious  breach  of  truft,  and  expelled  the  houfe,  of 
which  they  were  members :  George  Robinfon, 
,  efquire,  underwent  the  fame  fentence,  on  ac- 
count of  the  part  he  afted  in  the  charitable  cor- 
poration, as  he  and  Thompfon  had  neglected  to 
furrender  themfelves  according  to  the  terms  of  a 
bill  which  had  parted  for  that  pnrpofe.  -During 
this  fefiion,  five  members  of  parliament  were  ex- 
pelled for  the  moft  fordid  ads  of  knavery  •,  a  fure 
fign  of  national  degeneracy  and  difhonour.  All 
the  fupplies  were  granted,  and,  among  other  ar- 
ticles, the  fum  of  two  and  twenty  thoufand  fix 
hundred  ninety-four  pounds  feven  millings  and 
fix-pence,  for  the  agio  or  difference  of  the  fubfi- 
dies  payable  to  the  crown  of  Denmark,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  the  treaty  fubfifting  between  the  late 
king  and  that  monarch  i  but,  this  was  not  ob- 
tained without  a  violent  difpute.  Mr.  Pulteney, 
who  bore  a  confiderable  (hare  in  all  thefe  debates, 
became-  in  a  little  time  fo  remarkable  as  to  be 
thought  worthy  of  a  very  particular  mark  of  his 

Mr.Puite-  majefty's  difpleafure.  The  king,  on  the  firft  day 
of  July,  called  for  the  council-book,  and  with 
his  own  hand  ftruck  the  name  of  William  Pulte- 
ney, efquire,  out  of  the  lift  of  privy- counfellors : 
his  majefty  farther  ordered  him  to  be  put  out  of 
all  the  commiflions  of  the  peace.  The  feveral 
lords- lieutenants  from  whom  he  had  received 
deputations,  were  commanded  to  revoke  them ; 

and 
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and  the 'lord  chancellor  and  fecretaries  of  ftate  A.  c.  1731. 
were  directed  to  give  the  necefiary  orders  for  that 
purpofe. 

Nor  did  the  houfe  of  peers  tamely  and  unani- 
moully  fubmit  to  the  meafures  of  the  miniftry. 
The  penfion-bill  being  read,  was  again  rejected, 
and  a  proteft  entered.    A  debate  arofe  about  the 
number  of  (landing  forces :  and  the  earl  of  Chef- 
terfield  argued  for  the  court- motion.     The  earl 
of  Oxford  moved,  that  they  might  be  reduced  to 
twelve   thoufand  effective  men.     The  earl  of 
Winchelfea  obferved,  that  a  (landing  army  ren- 
dered minifters  of  ftate  more  daring  than  other- 
wife  they  would  be,  in  contriving  and  executing 
projects   that    were    grievous  to   the   people : 
fchemes  that  never  could  enter  into  the  heads  of 
any  but   thofe  who  were  drunk  with  excels  of 
power.     The  marquis  of  Tweedale,  in  reafoning 
againil  fuch  a  number  as  the  miniftry  propofed, 
took  occafion  to  oblerve,  that  not  one  (hilling  of 
the  forfeited  eftates  was  ever  applied  to  the  ufe  of 
the  public  :  he  likewife  took  notice,  that  the  eigh- 
teen thoufand  ;nen  demanded  as  a  (landing  force, 
were  modelled  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  might 
be  fpeedily  augmented  to  forty  thoufand  men  on 
any  emergency.     The   duke  of  Argyle  endea- 
voured to  demon  (Irate  the  danger  of  depending 
for  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom  upon  an  undifcir 
plined  militia,  a  fleet,  or  an  army  of  auxiliaries. 
Then  he  reprefented  the  necefiity  of  having  re- 
'  courfe  to  a  regular  army  in  cafe  of  invafio.n  ; 
Dd  an4 
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AC.,  73*.   and  after   all  acknowledged,  that  the  number 
propofed  was  no  way  fufficient  for  thatpurpofe. 
All  his  arguments  were  anfwered  and  refuted  in 
an  excellent  fpeech  by  the  lord  Carteret  ;  never- 
thelefs,  victory  declared  for  the  minifter.     The 
parliament  having  granted  every  branch  of  the 
fupply,  towards  the  payment  of  which  they  bor- 
rowed a  Turn  from  the  finking  fund,  and  pafied 
divers  other  acts  for  the  encouragement  of  com- 
merce  and  agriculture,  the   king  on  the  firft 
day  of  June  gave  the  royal  affent  to  the  bills 
that  Were  prepared  ;   and  clofed  the  feffion,  after 
having  informed  both  houfes  that  the  ftates- 
general  had  acceded  to  the  treaty  of  Vienna  : 
that  he  had  determined  to  vifit  his  German  do- 
minions,  and  to  leave  the  queen  regent  in  his 
The  kin       abfence.     He  accordingly  fet  out  for  Hanover 
tets  out  for    in   the  beginning  of  June.     By  this  time  the 
pragmatic  fanction  was  confirmed  by  the  diet  of 
the  empire,  though  not  without  a  formal  proteft 
by  the  electors  Palatine,  Bavaria,  and  Saxony. 
The  moft  remarkable   incident  that   diftin- 

Xwnarkable 

guiihed  this  year  in  England  was  a  very  uncom- 


mon inftance  of  fuicide  ;  an  act  of  defpair  fo  fre- 
quent among  the  Englifh,  that  in  other  coun- 
tries it  is  objected  to  them  as  a  national  re- 
proach. Though  it  may  be  generally  termed 
the  effect  of  lunacy  proceeding  from  natural 
caufes  operating  on  the  human  body,  in  fome 
few  inftances  it  feems  to  have  been  the  refuit  of 
cool  deliberation.  Richard  Smith,  a  bookbinder, 

and 
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and  prifoner  for  debt  within  the  liberties  of  the  A.C.  i73». 
king's-bench,  perfuaded  his  wife  to  follow  his 
example,  in  making  away  with  herfelf,  after 
they  had  murdered  their  little  infant.  This 
wretched  pair  was  in  the  month  of  April  found 
hanging  in  their  bed-chamber  at  about  a  yard's 
diftance  from  each  other;  and  in  a  feparate 
apartment  the  child  lay  dead  in  a  cradle.  They 
left  two  papers  inclofed  in  a  ihort  letter  to  their 
landlord,  whofe  kindnefs  they  implored  in  fa- 
vour of  their  dog  and  cat.  They  even  left 
money  to  pay  the  porter  who  fhould  carry  the 
incloltd  papers  to  the  perfon  for  whom  they  were 
addrefied.  In  one  of  thefe  the  hufband  thanked 
that  perfon  for  the  marks  of  friendfhip  he  had 
received  at  his  hands ;  and  complained  of  the 
ill  offices  he  had  undergone  from  a  different 
quarter.  The  other  paper,  fubicribed  by  the 
hufband  and  wife,  contained  the  reafons  which 
induced  them  to  act  fuch  a  tragedy  on  them- 
fclves  and  their  offspring.  This  letter  was  alto- 
gether furprifmg  for  the  calm  refolution,  the 
good  humour,  and  the  propriety  with  which  it 
was  written.  They  declared,  that  they  with- 
drew themfelves  from  poverty  and  rags  ;  evils, 
that  through  a  train  of  unlucky  accidents,  were 
become  inevitable.  They  appealed  to  their 
neighbours  for  the  induflry  with  which  they 
had  endeavoured  to  earn  a  livelihood.  They 
juftified  the  murder  of  their  child,  by  faying,  it 
was  Jefc  cruelty  to  take  her  with  them,  than  to 
D  d  4  leave 
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A.  p.  1732.  leave  her  friendlefs  in  the  world,  expofed  to 
,  ignorance  and  mifery.  They  profefled  their  be- 
lief and  confidence  in  an  Almighty  God,  the 
fountain  of  goodnefs  and  beneficence,  who  conld 
not  poflibly  take  delight  in  the  mifery  of  his 
creatures  :  they  therefore  refigned  up  their  lives 
to  him  without  any  terrible  apprehenfions  ;  fub- 
mitting  themfelves  to  thofc  ways  which,  in  his 
goodnefs,  he  mould  appoint  after  death. 
Thofe  unfortunate  fuicides  had  been  always 
induftrious  and  frugal,  invincibly  honeft,  and 
remarkable  for  conjugal  affection. 

Truftees   having  been  appointed  by  charter 
to  fuperintend  a  new  fettlement  in  Georgia,  fitu- 
ated  to  the  fouthward  of  Carolina  in  America, 
Mr.  Oglethorpe,  as  general  and  governor  of  the 
province,  embarked  atGravefend,  with  a  number 
of  poor  families  to  plant  that  colony.     The  king 
of  Spain  having  equipped  a  very  powerful  arma- 
ment, the  fleet  failed  on  the  fourth  day  of  June 
from  the  road  of  Alicant,  under  the  command  of 
,  the  count  de  Montemar,  and  arrived  on  thecoafl 
of  Barbary  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oran,  where 
a  confiderable  body  of  troops  was  landed  without 
much  oppofition.      Next  day,   however,   they 
were  attacked  by  a  numerous  army  of  Moors, 
over  whom  they  obtained  a  complete  victory. 
The  bey  or  governor  of  Oran,  immediately  re- 
tired with  his  garrifon,  and  the  Spaniards  took 
pofieflion  of  the  place,    from  which  they  had 
been  drivea  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred 
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jdred   and  eight.     The  ftrong  fort  of  Mazala-   A.  0.1731. 
jquivir  was  likewife  furrendered  to  the  victors  at 
the  firft  lummons  -,   fo  that  this  expedition  an- 
fwered  all  the  views  with  which  it  had  been  pro- 
jected.    Victor  Amadseus,  the  abdicated  king  of  Affair*  of 
Sardinia,  having,  at  the  inftigation  of  his  wife, 
engaged  in  fome  intrigues,  in  order  to  reafcend 
the  throne,   his  fon  the  reigning  king,  ordered 
his  perfon  to  be  feized  at  Montcalier,  and  con- 
veyed to  Rivoli,  under   a  ftrong  efcorte.     His 
wife,  the  marchionefs  de  Spigno,  was  conducted 
to  Ceva.     Tfie  old   king's  confefibr,  his  phy- 
fician,  and  eight   and   forty  perfons  ofdiftinc- 
tion,  were   imprifoned.     The  citadel  of  Turin 
was  fccured  with  a  ftrong  garriibn  j  and  new  in- 
ftructions  were  given  to  the  governor  and  fenate 
of  Chamberri.     The  difpute  which   had  long 
fubfifted  between  the  king  of  Prufiia  and  the 
young  prince  of  Orange,  touching   the  fuccef- 
fion  to  the  eftates  poffefled  by  king  William  III. 
as  head  of  the  houfe  of  Orange,  was  at  laft  ac- 
commodated by  a  formal  treaty  figned  at  Berlin 
and  Dieren.     The  Dutch  were  greatly  alarmed 
about  this  time  with  an  apprehenfion  of  being 
overwhelmed    by  an  inundation,  occafioned  by 
worms,  which  were  laid  to  have  confumed  the 
piles  and    timber-work    that    fupported    their 
dykes.     They  prayed   and  fafted  with  uncom- 
mon zeal,  in  terror  of  this  calamity,  which  they 
clid  not  know  how  to  avert  in  any  other  manner. 
&t  length,  they  were  delivered  from  their  fears 

i  by 
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A.C.  1732.  by  a  hard  froft,  which  effectually  deftroyed  thofe 
dangerous  animals.  About  this  time,  Mr. 
Dieden,  plenipotentiary  from  the  elector  of  Ha- 
nover, received,  in  the  name  of  his  matter,  the 
inveftiture  pf  Bremen  and  Verden  from  the 
hands  of  the  emperor. 

The  hiilory  of  England  at  this  period  cannot 
be  very  intereiling,  as  it  chiefly  cohfifts  in  an 
annual  revolution  of  debates  in  parliament.  De- 
bates, in  which  the  fame  arguments  perpetually 

Ihep!"na°.f    recur  on   tne  ^ame  fabje&s.     When  the  fefiion 

n*^,.  was  opened  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  January,  the 
king  declared,  that  the  fituation  of  affairs  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  rendered  it  unneceffary  for 
him  to  lay  before  the  two  houfes  any  other  rea- 
fons  for  calling  them  together,  but  the  ordinary 
difpatch  of  the  public  bufmefs,  and  his  defire  of 
receiving  their  advice  in  fuch  affairs  as  mould 
require  the  care  and  confideration  of  parliament. 
The  motion  made  in  the  houfe  of  commons  for 
an  addrefs  of  thanks,  implied,  that  they  mould 
exprefs  their  fatisfadion  at  the  prefent  fituation 
of  affairs  both  at  home  and  abroad.  The  motion 
was  carried,  notwithlhnding  the  oppofition  of 
thofe  who  obferved,  that  the  nation  had  very 
little  reafon  to  be  pleafed  with  the  prefent 
pofture  of  affairs :  that  the  French  were  employ- 
ed in  fortifying  and  reftoring  the  harbour  of 
Dunkirk,  contrary  to  the  faith  of  the  moft  folemn 
treaties  :  that  the  Britilh  merchants  had  receiv- 
ed no  redrefs  for  the  depredations  committed  by 

the 
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the  Spaniards :  that  the  commerce  of  England  A  c.  1732. 
daily  decreafed  :  that  no  fort  of  trade  throve 
but  the  traffic  of  Change-alley,  where  the  moft 
abominable  frauds  were  praftifed:  and  that 
every  feflion  of  parliament  opened  a  new  fcene 
of  villainy  and  impofttion. 

The  penfion-bill  was  once  more  revived,  and 
loft  again  in  the  houfe  of  peers.  All  the  rea- 
fons  formerly  advanced  againft  a  Handing  army 
were  now  repeated;  and  a  reduction  of  the 
number  infifted  upon  with  fuch  warmth,  that 
the  minifterial  party  were  obliged  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  old  phantom  of  the  pretender.  Sir 
Archer  Croft  faid,  a  continuation  of  the  fame 
number  of  forces  was  the  more  neceflary,  be- 
caufe,  to  his  knowledge,  popery  was  increafing 
very  faft  in  the  country ;  for,  in  one  parifh 
which  he  knew,  there  were  feven  popifli  priefts : 
and,  that  the  danger  from  the  pretender  was  the 
more  to  be  feared,  becaufe  they  did  not  know 
but  he  was  then  breeding  his  ion  a  proteftant. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  obferved,  that  a  reduction 
of  the  army  was  the  chief  thing  wimed  for,  and 
defired  by  all  the  Jacobites  in  the  kingdom : 
that  no  reduction  had  ever  been  made  but 
what  gave  frefli  hopes  to  that  party,  and  encou- 
raged them  to  raife  tumults  againft  the  govern- 
ment ;  ands  he  did  not  doubt,  but  that  if  they 
mould  refolve  to  reduce  any  part  of  the  army, 
there  mould  be  poft-horfes  employed  that  very- 
night  to  carry  the  good  news  beyond  fea  to  the 

pretender. 
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A.  c.  i73z.  pretender.  His  brother  Horatio  added,  that 
the  number  of  troops  then  propofed  was  abfo- 
lutely  neccflary  to  fupport  his  majefty's  govern- 
ment, and  would  be  necefiary  as  long  as  the  na- 
tion enjoyed  the  happinefs  of  having  the  pre- 
fent  illuftrious  family  on  the  throne.  The 
futility,  the  felf-Co&tradiction,  and  the  ridiculous 
abfurdity  of  thefe  fuggeftions,  were  properly 
expoled  ;  neverthelefs,  the  army  was  voted  with- 

Addrcfst*  out  any  reduction.  S ir  Wilfred  La wfon  having 
made  a  motion  for  an  'addrefs  to  the  king,  to 
know  what  fatisfaction  had  been  made  by  Spain 
for  the  depredations  committed  on  the  Britifli 
merchants ;  it  was  after  a  violent  debate  ap- 
proved, and  the  addrefs  prefented.  The  king, 
in  anfwer  to  this  remonftrance,  gave  them  to 
underftand,  that  the  meeting  of  the  commhTaries 
of  the  two  crowns  had  been  fo  long  delayed  by 
unforefeen  accidents,  that  the  conferences  were 
not  opened  till  the  latter  end  of  the  preceding 
February ;  and,  that  as  the  courts  of  Lon- 
don and  Madrid  had  agreed,  that  the  term  of 
three  years  ftipulated  for.fmifhing  the  commif- 
fion,  mould  be  computed  from  their  firft  meet- 
ing, a  perfect  account  of  their  proceedings  could 
not  as  yet  be  laid  before  the  houfe  of  commons. 
A  bill  had  been  long  depending  for  granting 
encouragement  to  the  fugar  colonies  in  the 
Weft-Indies ;  but,  as  it  was  founded  upon  a 
prohibition  that  would  have  put  a  flop  to  all 
commerce  between  the  French  ifhnds  and  the 

Briciih 
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Britifh  fettlements  in  North-America,  it  met  A.c.i73*. 
with  a  very  warm  oppofition  from  thofe  who  had 
the  profperity  of  thole  northern  colonies  at  heart. 
But  the  bill  being  patronized  and  fuppcrted  by 
the  court  intereft,  furmounted  all  objections  ; 
and  afterwards  paffed  into  a  law.  While  the 
commons  deliberated  upon  the  fupply,  Sir 
Robert  Walpole  moved,  that  five  hundred  thou- 
land  pounds  mould  be  ifTued  out  of  the  finking 
fund  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year.  Sir 
William  Wyndham,  Mr.  Pulteney,  and  Sir  John 
Barnard,  expatiated  upon  the  iniquity  of  pillag- 
ing a  facred  depofit,  folernnly  appropriated  to 
the  difcharge  of  the  national  debt ;  and  they 
might  have  demonftrated  the  egregious  foliy  of 
a  meafure,  by  which  the  public,  for  a  little  tem- 
porary eafe,  loft  the  advantage  of  the  accu- 
mulating intereft  which  would  have  arilen  from 
the  finking  fund  if  properly  managed  and  re- 
ferved.  All  objections  vanifhed  before  the 
powers  of  minifterial  influence,  which  nothing 
now  could  check  but  the  immediate  danger  of 
popular  commotion.  Such  hazardous  interpo- 
fition  actually  defeated  a  fcheme  which  had  been 
adopted  by  the  minifter  -,  and  even  before  its 
appearance  alarmed  all  the  trading  part  of  the 
nation. 

The  houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  com- 
mittee, to  deliberate  upon  the  moft  proper  me- 
thods for  the  better  fecurity  and  improvement 
of  the  duties  and    revenues  charged  upon  to- 
bacco 
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bacco  and  wines,  all  the  papers  relating  to 
thefe  duties  were  fubmitted  to  the  perufal  of 
the  members  •,  the  commiflioners  of  the  cuf- 
ftoms  and  excife  were  ordered  to  attend  the 
houfe,  the  avenues  of  which  were  crowded 
with  multitudes  of  people  \  and  the  members 
in  the  oppofhion  waited  impatiently  for  a  pro- 
pofal,  in  which  they  thought  the  liberties  of 
their  country  fo  deeply  interefted.  In  a  word, 
there  had  been  a  call  of  the  iioufe  on  the  pre- 
ceding day.  The  fefiion  was  frequent  and  full ; 
and  both  fides  appeared  ready  and  eager  for  the 
conteft,  when  Sir  Robert  Walpole  broached  his 
defign.  He  took  notice  of  the  arts  which  had 
been  ufed  to  prejudice  the  people  againft  his 
plan  before  it  was  known.  He  affirmed,  that 
the  clamours  occafioned  by  thefe  prejudices  had 
originally  rifen  from  fmugglers  and  fraudulent 
dealers,  who  had  inriched  themfelves  by  cheating 
the  public ;  and,  that  thefe  had  been  ftrenu- 
oufly  aflifted  and  fupported  by  another  fet  of 
men,  fond  of  every  opportunity  to  ftir  up  the 
people  of  Great-Britain  to  mutiny  and  fedition. 
He  expatiated  on  the  frauds  that  were  com- 
mitted in  that  branch  of  the  revenue  arifing 
from  the  duties  on  tobacco  •,  upon  the  hardfhips 
to  which  the  American  planters  were  fubjecled 
by  the  heavy  duties  payable  on  importation,  as 
well  as  by  the  ill  ufage  they  had  met  with  from 
their  factors  and  correfpondents  in  England, 
who,  from  being  their  fervants,  were  now  be- 
come 
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come  their  matters ;  upon  the  injury  done  to  A  c.  i7!2. 
the  fair  trader,  and  the  lofs  fuftained  by  the 
public  v/rtb  refpecl:  to  the  revenue.  He  afiert- 
cd,  that  the  fcheme  he  was  about  to  propofe 
would  remove  all  thefe  inconveniencies,  prevent 
numberlefs  frauds,  perjuries,  and  falfe  entries, 
and  add  two  or  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
per  annum  to  the  public  revenue.  He  entered 
into  a  long  detail  of  frauds  practifed  by  the 
knavifh  dealer  in  thofe  commodities :  he  recited 
the  feveral  ac~ls  of  parliament  that  related  to  the 
duties  on  wine  and  tobacco  :  he  declared  he  had 
no  intention  to  promote  a  general  excife  :  he 
endeavoured  to  obviate  fome  objections  that 
might  be  made  to  his  plan,  the  nature  of  which 
he  at  length  explained.  He  propofed  to  join 
the  laws  of  excife  to  thofe  of  the  cuftoms,  that 
she  farther  fubfidy  of  three  farthings  per  pound 
charged  upon  imported  tobacco,  mould  be  ftiil 
levied  at  the  cuitom-houfe,  and  payable  to  his 
majefty's  civil-lift,  as  heretofore  :  that  then  the 
tobacco  mould  be  lodged  in  warehoufes,  to  be 
appointed  for  that  purpofe  by  the  commiflioners 
of  the  excife :  that  the  keeper  of  each  warehoufe, 
appointed  likewife  by  the  commiflioners,  mould 
have  one  lock  and  key,  and  the  merchant-im- 
porter have  another  :  and,  that  the  tobacco 
mould  be  thus  fecured  until  the  merchant  fhould 
find  vent  for  it,  either  by  exportation  or',  home 
confumption  :  that  the  part  defigned  for  ex- 
portation ihould  be  weighed  at  the  cuftonvhoufc, 

difcharged 
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A.C,  i73i.  difcharged  of  the  three  farthings  per  pound 
which  had  been  payed  at  its  firft  importation ; 
and  then  exported  without  further  trouble  :  that 
the  portion  deftined  for  home-confumption 
mould,  in  prefence  of  the  warehoufe-keeper,  be 
delivered  to  the  purchafer,  upon  his  paying  the 
inland  duty  of  four  pence  per  pound  weight  to 
the  proper  officer  appointed  to  receive  it  •,  by 
which  means  the  merchant  would  be  eafed  of 
the  inconvenience  of  paying  the  duty  upon  im- 
portation, or  of  granting  bonds  and  finding  fure- 
ties  for  the  payment,  before  he  had  found  a 
market  for  the  commodity :  that  all  penalties 
and  forfeitures,  fo  far  as  they  formerly  belonged 
to  the  crown,  mould  for  the  future  be  applied 
to  the  ufe  of  the  public  :  that  appeals  in  this,  as 
well  as  in  all  other  cafts  relating  to  the  excife, 
mould  be  heard  and  determined  by  two  or  three 
of  the  judges  to  be  named  by  his  majefty,  and 
in  the  country,  by  the  judge  of  aflize  upon  the 
next  circuit,  who  mould  hear  and  determine 
fuch  appeals  in  the  mod  fummary  manner,  with- 
out the  formality  of  proceedings  in  courts  of  law 
or  equity. 

Such  was  the  fubftance  of  the  famous  excife 

OppoCtion 

«othe  fcheme,  in  favour  of  which  Sir  Robert  Walpolc 
moved,  that  the  duties  and  fubfidies  on  tobacco, 
mould  from  and  after  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
June  ceafe  and  determine.  The  debate  which 
enfued  was  managed  and  maintained  by  all  the 
able  fpeakers  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion.  Sir 

Robert 
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Robert  Walpole    was  anfvvered   by  Mr.  Perry,    A.  c.  i73t. 
member  for  the  city  of  London.  Sir  Paul  Methuen 
pined  in  the  oppolition.     Sir  John  Barnard,  an- 
other   reprefentative  of  London,  diftinguifhed 
himlelf  in  the  fame  caule.     He  wis  fupported 
by  Mr.  Pulteney,  Sir  William  Wyndham,   and 
other  patriots.     The  icheme  was  efpoutcd  by 
Sir  Philip  Yorke,  appointed  lord  chief-juftice  of 
the  king's-bench,  and  ennobled  in  the  courfe  of 
the  enfuing  year.     Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll   approved 
of  the  project,  which  was   likcwile  ftrenuoufiy 
defended  by  lord  Hervey,  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon, 
Sir  William    Yonge,     Mr.  Pelham,     and    Mr. 
Winnington,  which  laft  excelled  all  his  cotem- 
poraries  of  the  miniftry  in  talents  and  addrefs. 
Thole  who  argued  agaiaft  the  Jchenne,  acculed 
the  minifter  of  having  mifreprefcntird  the  frauds, 
and   made  falie  calculations.     With  relpect  to 
the  fuppoled  hardlhips  under  which  the  planters 
were  faid  to  labour,  they  affirmed,  that  no  plan- 
ter had  ever  dreamed  of  complaining,  until  in- 
ftigated  by  letters   and  applications  from  Lon- 
don :    that  this  fcheme,  far  from  relieving  the 
planters,  would  expoie  $he  factors  to  iuch  griev- 
ous oppreffion,   that  they  would  not  be  able  to 
continue  the   trade,   consequently  the   planters 
would  be  intirely  ruined  ;   and  after  all,  it  would 
not  prevent  thole  frauds  againft  which  it  was 
faid  to  be  provided  :    that  from  the  examination 
of  the  commifficaers  of  the  cuftoms,  it  appeared 
that  thole  frauds  did  not  exceed  forty  thoufand 
^JJ.  99.  E  e  pounds 
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A.C.  173*-    pounds  per  annum,  and  might  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  be  aboliflied  by  a  due  extcmion  of  the  laws 
in  being  •,    confequently  this  Icheme  was  unne- 
cciTary,  would  be  ineffectual  in  augmenting  the 
revenue,  deitruftive  to  trade,  and  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  the  fubjeft,  as  it  tended  to  pro- 
mote a  general  excife,  which  was  in  all  countries 
confidered  as  a  grievous  oppre(Tion.     They  fug- 
gefted  that   it  would    produce     an    additional 
iwarm  of  excife  officers  and  warehoufe-keepers, 
appointed  and  payed   by  the  treafury,  fo  as  to 
multiply  the  dependents  on  the  crown,  and  en- 
able it  (till  farther  to  influence  the  freedom  of 
elections  :    thatjthe  traders  would  become  (laves 
to  excite- men   and   warehouse- keepers,   as  they 
would  be  debarred  all  accefs  to   their  commo- 
dities, except  at  certain  hours,  when  attended 
by  thole  officers  :    that  the  merchant,  for  every 
quantity  of  tobacco  he   could  fell,  would   be 
obliged  to  make  a  journey,  or  fend  a  meffenger 
to  the  office   for  a  permit,  which  could  not  be 
obtained  without  trouble,  expence,  and  delay  : 
and,  that  mould  a  law  be  enafted  in  confequencc 
of  this  motion,   it  would   in  all  probability  be 
iome  time  or  other  ufed  as  a  precedent  for  in- 
troducing excife-laws  into  every  branch  of  the 
revenue  j   in  which  cafe  the  liberty  of  Great- 
Britain  would  be   no  more.     In   the  courfe  of 
this  debate,   Sir  Robert  Walpole  took  notice  of 
the   multitudes  which  had    befet  all   the  ap- 
proaches   o  tnc  houfe.     He  faid,   it  would  be 

tn 
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an  eafy  tafk  for  adefigning  fedi.tious  perfon  to   A-c-»73*' 
raife  a  tumult  and  diforder  among  them  :    that 
gentlemen   might  give   them  what  name  they 
(hould  think   fit,  and  affirm  they  were  come  as 
humble   fuppliantsj  but,    he  knew  whom  the 
law    called    fturdy   beggars :    and   thole    who 
brought  them  to  that  place  could  not  be  certain 
but  that  they  might  behave  in  the  fame  manner. 
This  infinuation  was  refented  by  Sir  John  Bar- 
nard, who  obferved,  that  merchants  of  character 
had  a  right    to  come  down  to  the  court  of  re- 
quefts,  and  lobby  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  in 
order  to  follicit  their  friends  and  acquaintance 
againft  any  fcheme  or  project  which  they  might 
think  prejudicial  to  their  commerce  :    that  when 
he  came  into  the  houfe,   he  faw  none  but  fuch, 
as  deferved  the  appellation  of  iturdy  beggars  as 
little  as  the    honourable  gentleman  himielf,  or 
any  gentleman  whatever.     Atter  a  warm  difpute   AtC>  I7J, 
the  motion  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  fixty- 
one  voices.     Several  refolutions  were  founded 
on  the  propofal ;  and  to  thefe  the  houfe  agreed, 
though  not  without  another  violent  conteft.  The 
refolutions  produced  a  bill,  againft  which  peti- 
tions were  preferred   by  the  lord- mayor,  alder- 
men, and  common -council  of  London,  the  cities 
of  Coventry  and  Nottingham.     A   motion    was 
made   that  counfel  mould  be  heard  for  rhe  city 
of  London  ;  but  it  was  rejected  by  the  majority, 
and  the  petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table.  Had  the  minifter  encountered  nooppofuion 
E  c  a  but 
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A.  c.  1733.    but  that  which  appeared  within  doors,  his  pro- 
ject would  have  certainly  been  carried  into  exe^ 
cution  ;  but  the  whole  nation  was  alarmed,  and 
clamoured  loudly  againft  the   excife-bill.     The 
populace   ftill    crowded    around   Weftminfter- 
hall,     blocking    up    all    the  avenues    to  the 
houfe  of  commons.      They  even   infulted  the 
perfons  of  thofe  members  who  had  voted  for  the 
miniftry  on  this  occafion  ;  and  Sir  Robert  Wai- 
pole  began  to  be  in  fear  of  his  life.     He  there- 
fore thought   proper   to    drop  the  defign,  by 
moving,   that   the   fecond   reading   of  the  bill 
might  be  poftponed  till  the  twelfth  day  of  June. 
Then  complaint  being  made  of  the  infolence  of 
the  populace,  who  had  maltreated  fcveral  mem- 
bers, divers  refolutions  were  taken  againft  thofe 
tumultuous   crowds   and   their   abettors ;     and 
thefe  refolves  were  communicated  to  the  lord- 
mayor  of  London,  the  iheriff  of  Middlefex,  and 
the  high  bailiff  of  Weftminfter.     Some  indivi- 
duals were  apprehended  in  the  court  of  requefts, 
as  having  fomented  the  difairbances ;  but  they 
were  foon  releafed.     The  mifcarriage  of  the  bill 
was  celebrated  with  public  rejoicings  in  London 
and  Weftminfter-,   and  the  minifter  was  burned 
in  effigie  by  the  populace.     After  the  mifcar- 
riage of  the  excile-fcheine,    the  houfe   unani- 
moufly  refolved  to  inquire  into  the  frauds  and 
abufes  in  the   cultoms ;    and    a  committee   of 
twenty  one  pcrfans  was  choll-n  by  ballot  for  this 
purpoie. 

The 
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The  fubfequent  debates  of  this  feffion  were  AC''73* 
occasioned  by  2  bill  to  prevent  the  infamous 
pra&ice  of  (lock-jobbing,  which  with  great  dif- 
ficulty made  its  way  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  who 
made  fome  amendments,  in  confequence  of 
which  it  was  laid  afide ;  and,  by  another  bill 
eftablifhing  a  lottery,  to  raife  five  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  for  the  relief  of  thofe  who  had  fuf- 
fered  by  the  charitable  corporation.  After  hav- 
ing undergone  fome  alterations,  it  pafied  through 
both  houfes,  and  obtained  the  royal  aflent.  The 
king,  by  a  rnefTage  to  parliament,  had  fignified 
his  intention  to  give  the  princefs-  royal  in  mar- 
riage to  the  prince  of  Orange,  promifing  him- 
felf  their  concurrence  and  afliftance,  that  he 
might  be  enabled  to  beftow  fuch  a  portion  with 
his  eldeft  daughter,  as  mould  be  fuitable  to  the 
occafion.  The  commons  immediately  refolved, 
that  out  of  the  monies  arifing  from  the  fale  of 
lands  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher's,  his  ma- 
jefty  fhould  be  empowered  to  apply  fourfcore 
thoufand  pounds  as  a  marriage-dower  for  his 
daughter  ;  and  a  claufe  for  this  purpofe  was  in- 
ferred in  the  bill,  for  enabling  his  majefty  to  ap- 
ply five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  out  of  the 
i?nking-fund  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year. 

The  oppofition  in  the  houfe  of  lords  was  dill 
more  animated,  though  ineffectual.  The  de- 
bates chiefly  turned  upon  the  penfion-bill,  and 
the  number  of  land-forces,  on  a  motion  made 
•by  lord  Bathurft,  for  an  account  of  the  produce 
Ee  of 
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A -c.1733-  of  the  forfeited  eftates,  which  had  belonged  to 
Debates  the  dircftors  of  the  South-  fea  company.  The 
theeftatef  truftees  for  thefe  eftates  had  charged  themfelves 
dfreftjfcf  w*ln  a  great  fum  of  money  •,  and  the  lords  in 
feaecSomth  r^e  °PP0^^on  thought  they  had  a  right  to  know 
p»ny.  how  it  had  been  difpofed.  The  miniftry  had 

realbns  to  ftifle  this  inquiry  ;  and  therefore  op- 
pofed  it  with  all  their  vigour.  Neverthelefs,  the 
motion  was  carried,  after  a  warm  difpute,  and 
the  directors  of  the  South-fea  company  were 
ordered  to  lay  the  account  before  the  houfe. 
From  this  it  appeared,  that  the  large  fums  of 
money  arifing  from  the  forfeited  eftates,  had 
been  diftributed  among  the  proprietors  by  way 
of  dividend,  even  before  recourfe  was  had  to 
parliament  for  directions  in  what  manner  that 
produce  fhould  be  applied  :  lord  Bathurft  there- 
lore  moved  for  a  refolution  of  the  houfe,  that 
the  difpofal  of  this  money  by  way  of  dividend, 
without  any  order  or  direction  of  a  general  court 
for  that  purpofe,  was  a  violation  of  the  aft  of 
parliament  made  for  the  difpofal  thereof,  and  a 
manifeft  injuftice  done  to  the  proprietors  of 
that  flock.  The  duke  of  Newcaftle,  in  order 
to  gain  time,  moved,  that  ns  the  account  was 
confufed  and  almoft  unintelligible,  the  prefent 
directors  of  the  company  might  be  ordered  to 
lay  before  the  houfe  a  further  and  more  diftinct 
account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  money  had 
been  difpofed.  A  violent  conteft  enfued,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  the  houfe  divided,  and  of  fifty- 

feven 
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feven  peers  who  voted  fort-he  del  ay,  forty-fix  A.-C'J;33' 
were  fuch  as  enjoyed  preferment  in  the  church,, 
commifiions  in  tl;e  army,  or  civil  employments 
under  the  government.  At  length  lord  Bathurft 
waved  his  motion  for  that  time  :  then  the  houfe 
ordered,  that  the  prefent  arid  former  directors 
of  the  South-fea  company,  together  with  the 
kte  infpectors  of  their  accounts,  fhould  attend 
and  be  examined.  They  were  accordingly  in- 
terrogated, and  gave  fo  little  fatisfaction,  that 
lord  Bathuril  moved  for  a  committee  of  inquiry, 
but  the  queftion  being  put,  was  curried  in  the  ne- 
gative :  yet  a  very  ftrong  proteft  was  entered 
by  the  lords  in  the  oppofition.  The  next  fub- 
ject  of  altercation  was  the  bill  for  mifapplying 
part  of  the  produce  of  the  fmking-fund.  It  was 
attacked  with  all  the  force  of  argument,  wit, 
and  declamation,  by  the  earl  of  StrafTord,  the 
lords  Bathurft  and  Carteret,  and  the  earl  of 
Chefterfield,  who  had  by  this  time  refigned  his 
ftaff  of  lord-fleward  of  the  houfhold,  and  re- 
nounced all  connection  with  the  miniftry.  Lord 
Bathunft  moved  for  a  refolution,  importing, 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  houfe,  the  fmking- 
fund  ought  for  the  future  to  be  applied,  in  time 
of  peace  and  public  tranquillity,  to  the  redemp- 
tion of  thofe  taxes  which  were  moft  prejudicial 
to  the  trade,  mofl  burdenfome  on  the  manufac- 
ture, and  moft  oppreffive  on  the  poor  of  the 
nation.  This  motion  was  over- ruled,  and  the 
bill  adopted  by  the  majority.  On  the  eleventh 
E  e  4  day 
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A.C.  1733.  day  Of  June,  the  king  gave  the  royal  afient  to 
the  bills  that  were  prepared,  and  clofed  the  fef- 
fion  with  a  fpeech,  in  which  he  took  notice  of 
the  wicked  endeavours  that  had  been  lately 
ufed  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people,  by  the 
moft  uni'uft  m'Jreprefentations. 

Double  ,  - 

eieaion  of         Europe  was  now  reinvolved  in  frem  troubles, 
Pci^l°       by  a  vacancy  on  the  throne  of  Poland.     Auguf- 
tus  died  at  Warfaw  in  the  end  of  January,   and 
the  neighbouring  powers  were  immediately  in 
commotion.     The  eledor  of  Saxony  fon  to  the 
late  king,    and  Staniflaus  whole  daughter  was 
married  to  the  French  monarch,  declared  them- 
felves  candidates  for  the  Polifh  throne.      The 
emperor,  the  czarina,  and  the  king  of  Prufiia, 
efpoufed  the  interefts  of  the  Saxon  •,  the  king  of 
France  fupported  the  prctenfions  of  his  father- 
in-law.     The  foreign  minifters  at  Warfaw  forth- 
with began  to  form  intrigues  among  the  elec- 
tors -,    and    the  marquis  ds  Monti,   ambafiador 
from  France,  exerted  himfelf  fo  fuccefsfully,  that 
he  foon  gained  over  the  primate,  and  a  majority 
6f  the  catholic  dietines,  to  the  imerefts  of  Stanif- 
laus -,  while  the  imperial  and  Ruffian  troops  ho* 
vered  on  the  frontiers  of  Poland.     The  Frenc 
king    no    fooner  underftood   that    a   body  of 
the  emperor's  forces  was  encamped    in  Silefia, 
than  he  ordered  the  duke  of  Berwick  to  aflemble 
an  army  on   the  Rhine,  and  take  meafures  for 
entering  Germany,  in  cafe  the  Imperialifts  mould 
march  into  Poland.     A  French  fleet  fet  fail  for 

Dantzick, 
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Dantzick,  while  Staniflaus  travelled  through  A-*c-'733- 
Germany  in  difguife  to  Poland,  and  concealed 
himfelf  in  the  houfe  of  the  French  ambaffador 
at  Warfaw,  As  the  day  of  election  approached, 
[  the  Imperial,  Ruffian,  and  Prufiian  minifters,  de- 
livered in  their  feveral  declarations,  by  way  of 
protefts  againft  the  contingent  election  of  Stanif- 
laus,  as  a  perfon  profcribed,  difqualified,  depend- 
ing upon  a  foreign  ppwer,  and  connected  with 
the  Turks  and  other  infidels.  The  Ruffian  ge- 
neral Lafci  entered  Polarfd  at  the  head  of  fifty 
thoufand  men :  the  diet  of  the  election  was 
opened  with  the  ufual  ceremony  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  day  of  Auguft :  prince  Viefazowifki  chtief 
of  the  Saxon  intereft,  retired  to  the  other  fide  of 
the  Viftula,  with  three  thoufand  men,  including 
fome  of  the  nobility  who  adhered  to  that  party. 
Neverthelefs,  the  primate  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion :  Staniflaus  was  unanimoufly  chofcn  king; 
and  appeared  in  the  electoral  field,  where  he  was 
received  with  loud  acclamation.  The  oppofiie 
party  foon  increafed  to  tea  thoufand  men  ;  pro- 
tefted  againft  the  election,  and  joined  the  Ruffian 
army,  which  advanced  by  fpeedy  marches.  King 
Stanillaus  finding  himfelf  unable  to  cope  with 
fuch  adverfaries,  retired  with  the  primate  and 
French  ambafTador  to  Dantzick,  leaving  the  pa- 
latine of  Kiow  at  Warfaw.  This  general  attack- 
ed the  Saxon  palace,  which  was  furrendered  up- 
on terms :  then  the  foldiers  and  inhabitants  plun- 
dered the  houfes  belonging  to  the  grandees  who 

had 
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<*•  c.  »/33-  had  declared  for  Auguilus,  as  well  as  the  hotel 
of  the  Ruffian  minifter.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
Poles,  who  had  joined  the  Mufcovites,  finding  it 
impracticable  to  pafs  the  Viftula  before  the  expi-" 
ration  of  the  time  fixed  for  the  fefiion  of  the 
diet,  erected  a  kolo  at  Grocow,  where  the  elec- 
tor of  Saxony  was  chofen  and  proclaimed  by  the 
bifhop  of  Cracow,  king  of  Poland,  under  the 
name  of  Auguftus  III.  on  the  fixth  day  of  Octo- 
ber. They  afterwards  pafied  the  river,  and  the 
palatine  of  Kiow  retiring  towards  Cracow,  they 
took  poffeffion  of  Warfaw,  where  in  their  turn 
they  plundered  the  palaces  and  houfes  belonging 
to  the  oppofite  party. 

ite  kings  During  theie  tranfactions,  the  French  king 
€>t  France,  concluded  3.  treaty  with  Spain  and  Sardinia,  by 
*  in  which  thefe  powers  agreed  to  declare  war  againft 
6  the  emperor.  Manifeftos  were  publimed  reci- 
procally by  all  the  contracting  powers.  The  duke 
of  Berwick  pafled  the  Rhine  in  October,  and 
undertook  the  fiege  of  Fort  Kehl,  which  in  a 
few  days  was  furrendered  on  capitulation :  then 
he  repaffed  the  river,  and  returned  to  Ver- 
failles.  The  king  of  Sardinia  having  declared 
war  againft  the  emperor,  joined  a  body  of  French 
farces  commanded  by  marechal  de  Villars,  and 
drove  the  Imperialifts  out  of  the  Milanefe.  His 
Imperial  majefty  dreading  the  effects  of  fuch  a 
powerful  confederacy  againft  him,  offered  to- 
compromife  all  differences  with  the  crown  of 
Spain,  under  the  mediation  of  the  king  of  Great- 
Britain  j 
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Britain;  and  Mr.  Keene,  the  Britifti  minifter  at  A.C.  i73s. 
Madrid,  propofed  an  accommodation.  Philip 
exprefled  his  acknowledgments  to  the  king  of 
England,  declaring,  however,  that  the  emperor's 
advances  were  too  late ;  and  that  his  own  refo- 
lutions  were  already  taken.  Neverthelefs,  he 
lent  orders  to  the  count  de  Montijo,  his  ambafla- 
dor  at  London,  to  communicate  to  his  Britannic 
majefty  the  motives  which  had  induced  him  to 
take  thefe  refolutions.  In  the  mean  time,  he 
detached  a  powerful  armament  to  Italy,  where 
they  inverted  the  Imperial  fortrefs  of  Aula,  the 
garrifon  of  which  was  obliged  to  furrender  them* 
felves  prifoners  of  war.  The  republic  of  Venice 
declared  me  would  take  no  (hare  in  the  difputes 
of  Italy  ;  the  flates  -general  figned  a  neutrality 
with  the  French  king,  for  the  Auftrian  Nether- 
lands, without  confulting  the  emperor  or  the 
king  of  Great-Britain-,  and  the  Englim  councils 
feemed  to  be  altogether  pacific. 

In  November,  the  prince  of  Orange  arriv-   Jh0rpa™^ 
ed  at  Greenwich,  in  order  to  cipoufe  the  prin-    arrives  m 

,     England. 

ceis  royal;  but  the  marriage  was  poltponed 
upon  account  of  his  being  taken  ill ;  and  he 
repaired  to  Bath  in  Somerletmire,  to  drink 
the  waters  for  the  recovery  of  his  ftrength. 
Henrietta  the  young  dutchefs  of  Maryborough 
dying  about  this  time,  the  title  devolved  to  his 
filler's  fon  the  earl  of  Sunderland.  Lord  King 
refigning  the  office  of  chancellor,  it  was  con- 
ferred upon  Mr.  Talbot  follicitor  general,  toge- 
ther 
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A.c.i73j.  ther  with  the  title  of  a  baron  ;  a  promotion  that 
reflected  honour  upon  thofe  by  whom  it  was  ad- 
vifed.  He  pofTefied  the  fpirit  of  a  Roman  fena- 
tor,  the  elegance  of  an  Atticus,  and  the  integrity 
of  a'Cato.  At  the  meeting  of  the  parliament  in 
January,  the  king  told  them,  in  his  fpeech,  that 
though  he  was  no  way  engaged  in  the  war  which 
had  begun  to  rage  in  Europe,  except  by  the 
good  offices  he  had  employed  among  the  con- 
lending  powers,  he  could  not  fit  rcgardlefs  of  the 
prefent  events,  or  be  unconcerned  for  the  confe- 
quences of  a  war  undertaken  and  fupported  by 
fuch  a  powerful  alliance.  He  faid  he  had  thought 
proper  to  take  time  to  examine  the  facts  alledg- 
ed  on  both  fides,  and  to  wait  the  refult  of  the 
councils  of  thole  powers  that  were  more  imme- 
diately interefted  in  the  confequences  of  the  rup- 
ture. He  declared  he  would  concert  with  his 
allies,  more  particularly  with  the  dates  general 
of  the  United  Provinces,  fuch  meafures  as  mould 
be  thought  moft  advifable  for  their  common 
fafety,  and  for  reftoring  the  peace  of  Europe. 
In  the  mean  time,  he  expreffed  his  hope  that 
they  would  make  fuch  provifion  as  mould  fecure 
his  kingdom,  rights,  and  pofieffions,  from  all 
dangers  and  infults,  and  maintain  the  refpect 
>due  to  the  Britifh  nation.  He  faid,  that  what- 
ever part  it  might  in  the  end  b£  moft  reafonable 
for  him  to  act,  it  would  in  all  views  be  neccfiaty, 
when  all  Europe  was  preparing  for  arms,  to  put 
his  kingdoms  in  a  poflure  of  defence.  The  mo- 
tion 
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don  for  an  addrefs  of  thanks  produced,  as  ufual,   A- c-  »?i  > 
a  debate  in  both  houfes,  which,  it  muft  be  own- 
ed,   appears  to  have  proceeded  from  a  fpirit  of 
cavilling,  rather  than  from  any  reafonable  caufc 
of  objection. 

The  houfe  of  commons  refolved  to  addrefs  his    *it«c«!oi» 
majefty  for  a  copy  of  the  treaty  of  Vienna.     Sir  of  com- 
John  Rulhout  moved  for  another,  defiring  that 
the  letters  and  in(lru6tions  relating  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  treaty  of  Seville  mould  be  fubmitted 
to  the  infpeclicn  of  the  commons  ;    but,  after  a 
hard  ftruggle  it  was  over-ruled.     The  next  mo- 
tion was  made  by  Mr.  Sandys,  a  gentleman  who 
had  for  fome  time  appeared  ftrenuous  in  the  op- 
poiition,  and  wrangled  with  great  perfeverance. 
He  propofed,  that  the  houfe  mould  examine  the 
inft  ructions  which  had  been  given  to  the  Bri- 
tifti  minifter  in  Poland,  fome   years  before  the 
death  of  king  Auguftus,  that  they  might  be  the 
better  able  to  judge  of  the  caufes  which  produc- 
ed this  new  rupture  among  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope.    The  motion  being  oppoled   by  all  the 
court-members,  a  conteft  enfued,  in  the  courfe 
of  which  Mr.  Pulteney  compared  the  miniftry 
to  an  emperic,  and  the  conftitution  of  England 
to  his  patient.  This  pretender  in  phyfic  (faid  he) 
being  confuked,  tells   the  diftempered  perfon, 
there  vrere  but  two  or  three  ways  of  treating  his 
difeafe  -,  and   he  was  afraid  that  none  of  them 
Would  fucceed.     A  vomit  might  throw  him  in- 
to convulfions  that  would   occafion  immediate 

death  j 
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*•£•  i753»  death  ;  a  purge  might  bring  on  a  diarrhoea  that 
would  carry  him  off  in  a  fliort  time ;  and  he  had 
been  already  bled  ib  much,  and  fo  often,  that  he 
could  bear  it  no  longer.  The  unfortunate  patient 
fhocked  at  this  declaration,  replies,  "  Sir,  you 
*'  have  always  pretended  to  be  a  regular  doctor, 
"  but  I  now  find  you  are  an  arrant  quack.  I 
"  had  an  excellent  conftitution  when  I  firft  fell 
"  into  your  hands,  but  you  have  quite  deftroy- 
"  ed  it  j  and  now  I  find  I  have  no  other  chance 
"  for  faving  my  life,  but  by  calling  for  the  help 
"  of  fome  regular  phyfician."  In  the  debate, 
the  members  on  both  fides  feemed  to  wander 
from  the  queflion,  and  indulge  themfelves  with 
ludicrous  perfonalities.  Mr.  H.  Walpole  took 
occafion  to  fay,  that  the  oppofition  treated  the 
miniftry  as  he  himfelf  was  treated  by  fome  of  his 
acquaintance,  with  refped  to  his  drefs.  "  If  I 
"  am  in  plain  cloaths  (faid  he)  then  they  call  me 
"  a  flovenly  dirty  fallow  ;  and  if  by  chance  I 
"  wear  a  laced  fuit,  they  cry,  What,  (hall  fuch 
"  an  aukward  fellow  wear  fine  cloaths  ?"  He 
continued  to  fport  in  this  kind  of  idle  buffoonery. 
He  compared  the  prefent  adminiftration  to  a 
(hip  at  fea.  As  long  as  the  wind  was  fair,  and  pro- 
per for  carrying  us  toogr  defigned  port,  the  word 
was  '*  Steady;  fteady  !"  but  when  the  wind  began 
to  fhift  and  change,  the  word  was  neceflarily  al- 
tered to  "  Thus,  thus,  and  no  near."  The  mo- 
tion was  overpowered  by  the  majority  j  and  this 
was  the  fate  of  feveral  other  propoials  made  by 
3  the 
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the  members  in  the  oppofition.  Sir  John  Bar-  A-  c-'/3s' 
nard  prefented  a  petition  from  the  druggifts, 
and  other  dealers  in  tea,  complaining  of  the  in- 
fults  and  opprefTion  to  which  they  were  fubjeft- 
ed  by  the  excife  laws,  and  imploring  relief.  5ir 
John  and  Mr.  Perry,  another  of  the  city- mem- 
bers, explained  the  grievous  hardfhips  which 
thole  traders  fuftained,  and  moved  that  the  pe* 
tition  might  be  referred  to  the  confideration  of 
the  whole  houfe.  They  were  oppoled  by  Mr. 
Winnington,  Sir  W.  Yonge,  and  other  partifans 
of  the  miniftry  i  and  theie  (kirmimesi  brought  on 
a  general  engagement  of  the  two  parties,  in 
which  every  weapon  of  fatire,  argument,  realbn, 
and  truth,  was  wielded  againft  that  odious;  ar- 
bitrary, and  opprefiive  method  of  collecting  the 
public  revenue.  Neverthelefs,  the  motion  in  fa- 
vour of  thefufferers  was  reje&ed. 

When  the  commons  deliberated  upon  the  fup- 
ply,  Mr.  Andrews,  deputy  paymafter  of  the 
army,  moved  for  an  addition  of  eighteen  hun- 
dred men  to  the  number  of  land-forces  which 
had  been  continued  fince  the  preceding  year. 
The  members  in  the  oppofition  difputed  this 
fmall  augmentation  with  too  much  heat  and  ea- 
gernefs.  It  mud  be  acknowledged,  they  were 
by  this  time  irritated  into,  fuch  perfonal  animo- 
fity  againft  the  minifter,  that  they  refolved  to 
oppole  all  his  meafures,  whether  they  might  or 
might  not  be  neceffary  for  the  fafety  and  advan- 
tage of  the  kingdom.  Nor  indeed  were  they 

altogether 
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A.C.  1733-   altogether  blameable  for  acling  on  this  maxim, 

if  their  fole  aim  was  to  remove  from  the  connx 

dence  and  counfels  of  their  fovereign,   a  man 

whofe  condud  they  thought  prejudicial  to  the 

intereft   and  liberties  of  their  country.     They 

could  not,  however,  prevent  the  augmentation 

propofcd :    but  they  refolved,  if  they  could  not 

wholly  ftop  the  career  of  the  miniflry,  to  throw 

in  fuch  a  number  of  rubs  as  mould  at  leaft  retard 

Debates-      tneir  progrefs.     The  duke  of  Bolton  and  lord 

*ow£mov"    Cobham  had   been  deprived  of  the  regiments 

.juke  of        they  commanded,   becaufe  they  refufed  to  con- 

Bohonand  '.  • '  . 

lord  cob-  cur  in  every  project  of  the  admimftration.  It 
IS  ™fpec-  was  in  confequence  of  their  dilmiffion  that  lord 
«Jnt«El  Morpeth  moved  for  a  bill  to  prevent  any  com- 
miffion-officer,  not  above  the  rank  of  a  colonel, 
from  being  removed,  unlefs  by  a  court-martial, 
or  by  addreis  of  either  houie  of  parliament.  Such 
an  attack  on  the  prerogative  might  have  iucceed- 
ed  in  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  the  firft 
Charles-,  but  at  this  juncture  could  not  fail  to 
mifcarry  :  yet -it  was  iuftained  with  great  vigour 
and  addrefs.  When  the  propolal  was  fet  afide 
by  the  majority,  Mr.  Sandys  moved  for  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  king,  defiring  to  know  who  advifed 
his  majdty  to  remove  the  duke  of  Bolton  and 
lord  Cobham  from  their  refnedive  regiments. 
He  was  fecontled  by  Mr.  Pulteney  and  Sir  Wil- 
liam Wyndhiim  :  but  the  miniftry  torefeeing  ano- 
ther tedious  diipute,  called  for  the  queftion,  and 
the  motion  was  carried  in  the  negative.  The 

next 


G  E  O  R  G  E     II.  421 

next  fource  of  contention  was  a  bill  for  fccuring  A<c*  '731- 
the  freedom  of  parliament,  by  limiting  the  num- 
ber of  officers  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  It  was 
read  a  firft  and  fecond  time ;  but,  when  a  mo- 
tion was  made  for  its  being  committed,  it  met 
with  a  powerful  oppofition,  and  produced  a 
warm  debate  that  iffuedin  a  queftion  which,  like 
the  former,  paffed  in  the  negative*  A  clergy- 
man having  infmuated  in  converfation,  that  Sir 
William  Milner,  baronet,  member  for  York,  re- 
ceived a  penfion  from  the  miniftry,  the  houfe 
took  cognizance  of  this  report :  the  clergyman 
acknowledged  at  the  bar  that  he  might  have 
dropped  luch  a  hint  from  hearfay.  The  accufed 
member  protefted,  upon  his  honour,  that  he  ne- 
ver did,  or  ever  would  receive,  place,  penfion, 
gratuity,  or  reward,  from  the  court,  either  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  for  voting  in  parliament,  or 
upon  any  other  account  whatever.  The  accufe- 
tion  was  voted  falfc  and  fcandalous,  and  the  ac- 
xjufer  taken  into  cuftody ;  but  in  a  few  days  he 
was  difcharged  upon  his  humble  petition,  and 
begging  pardon  of  the  member  whom  he  had 
calumniated.  The  duty  upon  (alt  was  prolong- 
ed for  eight  years ;  and  a  bill  patted  againft 
flock-jobbing. 

But  the  fubject  which  of  all  others  employed   Motion  for 
the  eloquence  and  abilities  on  both  fides  to  the   of  the  fep- 
moft  vigorous  exertion,  was  a  motion  made  by 
Mr.  Bromley,   who  propofed  that  a  bill  mould 
be   brought  in  for  repealing  the  feptennial  act, 
NUMB,  C.  P   f  and 
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A.c.i7J3.  an(}  for  tnc  more  freqUent  meeting  and  calling 
of  parliaments.  The  arguments  for  and  againft 
feptennial  parliaments  have  already  been  ftated. 
The  miniftry  now  infifted  upon  the  increafe  of 
papifts  and  Jacobites,  which  rendered  it  dan- 
gerous to  weaken  the  hands  of  the  government : 
they  challenged  the  oppofuion  to  produce  one 
inftance  in  which  the  lead  incroachment  had 
been  made  on  the  liberties  of  the  people,  fince 
the  feptennial  aft  took  place  ;  and  they  defied 
the  moft  ingenious  malice  to  prove  that  his  pre- 
fent  majefty  had  ever  endeavoured  to  extend  any 
branch  of  the  prerogative  beyond  its  legal  bounds. 
Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton  affirmed,  that  in  many 
parts  of  England  the  papifts  had  already  begun 
to  ufe  all  their  influence  in  favour  of  thofe  candi- 
dates who  were  recommended  by  the  minifters 
as  members  in  the  enfuing  parliament.  With 
refpecl:  to  his  majefty's  conduct,  he  faid  he  would 
not  anfwer  one  word  :  but  as  to  the  grievances 
introduced  fince  the  law  was  enacted  for  fepten- 
nial parliaments,  he  thought  himfelf  more  at  li- 
berty to  declare  his  fentiments.  He  afferted, 
that  the  feptennial  law  itlelf  was  an  encroachment 
on  the  rights  of  the  people  :  a  law  palled  by  a 
parliament  that  made  itfelf  feptennial.  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  laws  of  treafon  with  refpefl  to 
trials  were  altered  fince  that  period  :  that  in  for- 
mer times  a  man  was  tried  by  a  jury  of  his  neigh- 
bours, within  the  county  where  the  crimes  alledg- 
cd  againil  him  were  faid  to  be  committed »  but 

by 
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by  an  act  of  feptennial  parliament  he  might  be  A.C.  J7 
removed  and  tried  in  anyplace  where  the  crown, 
or  rather  the  miniftry,  could  find  a  jury  proper 
for  their  purpofe;  where  the  prifoner  could  not 
bring  any  witnefs  in  his  juftification,  without  an 
expence  which  perhaps  his  circumftances  would 
not  bear.  He  afked  if  the  riot  act  was  not  an 
encroachment  on  the  rights  of  the  people  ?  An 
act  by  whioh  a  little  dirty  juftice  of  the  peace, 
the  meaneft  and  vileft  tool  a  minifter  can  ufe, 
who  perhaps  fnbfifts  by  his  being  in  the  commil- 
fion,  and  may  be  deprived  of  that  fubfiftence  at 
the  pleafure  of  his  patron,  had  it  in  his  power  to 
put  twenty  or  thirty  of  the  beft  fubjects  in  Eng- 
land to  immediate  death,  without  any  trial  or 
form  but  that  of  reading  a  proclamation.  "  Was 
"  not  the  fatal  South- fea  fcheme  (faid  he)  efta- 
"  bliflied  by  the  act  of  a  feptennial  parliament  ? 
"  And  can  any  man  afk,  whether  that  law  was 
"  attended  with  any  inconvenience  ?  To  the 
<c  glorious  catalogue  I  might  have  added  the 
"  late  excife-bill,  if  it  had  pafled  into  a  law; 
"  but,  thank  heaven,  the  feptennial  parliament 
"  was  near  expiring  before  that  famous  mea- 
"  fure  was  introduced." 

Sir  William  Wyndham  concluded  an   excel- 
lent fpeech,  that   fpoke  him  the  unrivallsd  ora-   ofar?ma°k- 
tor,  the  uncorrupted  Briton,  and  the  unmaken    bt's^wji. 
patriot,  in  words  to  this  effect.     "  Let  us  fup-    j;^Wynd" 
"  pofe  a  man  abandoned  to  all  notions  of  virtue 
"  and  honour,  of  no  great  family,-  and  but  a 
F  f  2  mean 
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A.  c.  1733.  u  mean  fortune,  raifed  to  be  chief  minifter  of 
"  ftate,  by  the  concurrence  of  many  whimfical 
"  events  ;  afraid,  or  unwilling  to  truft  any  but 
"  creatures  of  his  own  making,  loft  to  all  fenfe 
"  of  fhame  and  reputation  •,  ignorant  of  his 
"  country's  true  intereft,  purfuing  no  aim  but 
*'  that  of  aggrandizing  himfelf  and  his  favou- 
"  rites ;  in  foreign  affairs,  trufting  none  but 
"  thofe  who  from  the  nature  of  their  education,. 
"  cannot  poffibly  be  qualified  for  the  fervice  of 
"  their  country,  or  give  weight  and  credit  to 
fc<  their  negotiations.  Let  us  fuppofe  the  true 
"  intereft  of  the  nation,  by  fuch  means,  neglect - 
"  ed  or  miiunderftood,  her  honour  tarnifhed, 
"  her  importance  loft,  her  trade  infulted,  her 
"  merchants  plundered,  and  her  failors  mur- 
"  dered  -,  and  all  thefe  circumftances  overlook- 
"  ed,  left  his  adminiftration  mould  be  endan- 
"  gered.  Suppofe  him  next  pofiefied  of  im- 
"  menfe  wealth,  the  plunder  of  the  nation,  with 
*'  a  parliament  chiefly  compofed  of  members 
"  whofe  feats  are  purchafed,  and  whofe  votes 
"  are  bought  at  the  expence  of  the  public  trea- 
"  fure.  In  fuch  a  parliament,  fuppofe  all  at-. 
"  tempts  made  to  inquire  into  his  conducl,  or  to 
"  relieve  the  nation  from  the  diftrefs  which  has 
"  been  intailed  upon  it  by  his  adminiftration^ 
"  Suppofe  him  fcreened  by  a  corrupt  majority  of 
"  his  creatures,  whom  he  retains  in  daily  pay, 
««  or  engages  in  his  particular  intereft,  by  dii- 
"  tributing  among  them  thofe  pofts  and  places 

"  which 
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**  which  ought  never  to  be  beftowed  upon  any  A.  0.1733. 
t;  but  for  the  good  of  the  public.  Let  him 
"  plume  himfelf  upon  his  Icandalous  victory, 
*c  becaufe  he  has  obtained  a  parliament  like  a 
<c  packed  jury  ready  to  acquit  him  at  all  adven- 
"  tures.  Let  us  fuppofe  him  domineering  with 
"  infolence  over  all  the  men  of  antient  families, 
*c  over  all  the  men  of  fenfe,  figure,  or  fortune, 
"  in  the  nation  :  as  he  has  no  virtue  of  his  own, 
*'  ridiculing  it  in  others,  and  endeavouring  to 
*'  deftroy  or  corrupt  it  in  all.  With  fuch  a  mi- 
£<  niftcr,  and  fuch  a  parliament,  let  us  fuppofe 
"  a  cafe  which  1  hope  will  never  happen  :  a 
*'  prince  upon  the  throne  uninformed,  ignorant, 
*{  and  unacquainted  with  the  inclinacions  and 
<c  true  intcreit  of  his  people,  weak,  capricious, 
"  tranfported  with  unbounded  ambition,  and 
"  pofft-ffed  with  infatiable  avarice.  1  hope  fuch 
"  a  cafe  will  never  occur ;  but,  as  it  pombly 
"  may,  could  any  greater  curfe  happen  to  a  na- 
"  tion,  than  fuch  a  prince  on  the  throne,  ad- 
"  vifed,  and  folely  advifed,  by  fuch  a  minifter, 
"  and  that  minifter  fupported  by  fuch  a  parlia- 
"  mcnt.  The  nature  of  mankind  cannot  be  al  • 
"  tered  by  human  laws,  the  exiftence  of  fuch  a 
"  prince  or  fuch  a  minillcr  we  cannot  prevent 
"  by  act  of  parliament  •,  but  the  exiftence  of 
"  fuch  a  parliament  1  think  we  may  prevent;  as 
<c  it  is  much  more  likely  to  exift,  and  may  do 
<c  more  mifchief  while  the  fbpteriniaMaW  remains 
£<  in  force-  than  if  it  were  repealed  :  therefore 
F  f  3  "  I  am 
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A.  c.  i733.  ^  i  am  heartily  for  its  being  repealed.'*  Not- 
withitandmg  the  mod  warm,  the  moft  nervous, 
the  moil  pathetic  remonftrances  in  favour  of  the 
motion,  the  queflion  was  put,  and  it  was  fup- 
preiled  by  meer  dint  of  number. 

A  c.  1734.       ^-|ie   trjurnph  Of  the  miniitry  was  ftill  more 

complete  in  the  fuccefs  of  a  mefiage  delivered 
from  the  crown,   in  the  latter  end  of  the  feffion, 
when  a  great  many  members  of  the  othtr  party 
had  retired  to  their  refpective  habitations  in  the 
Mefia?e        country.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  delivered  this  com- 
Sfor        mifiion    to  the  houfe,  importing,   that  his  ma- 
augm-nT     jefty  might  be  enabled  to  augment  his  forces,  if 
the  force?.     occaflon  ftould   require  fuch  an  augmentation, 
between  the  diflblution  of  this  parliament  and 
the  election  of  another.  Such  an  important  point, 
that  was  faid  to  flrike  at  the  foundation  of  our  li- 
berties, was  not  tamely  yielded ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, contefled  with  uncommon  ardour.     The 
motion  for  taking  the  mefTage  into  confideration 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative ;   and  an  addrefs 
prefented  to  the  king,  fignitying  their  compliance 
with  his  defire.     In  coniequence  of  a  fubfequent 
mefiage,  they  prepared  and  paiTed   a  bill  ena- 
bling his  majefty  to  fettle  an  annuity  of  five  thou- 
fand  pounds  for  life  on  the  princefs- royal,  as  a 
mark  of  his  paternal  favour  and  affection. 
Oppofidon         The  oppofition  in  the  houfe  of  peers  kept 

in  the  houfe  .-**[  r 

ofpten.  pace  with  that  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and 
was  fupported  with  equal  abilities,  under  the  auf- 
pices  of  the  lords  Bathurft  andCarteret,  the  earls 

of 
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ofChefterfield  and  Abingdon.  The  duke  of  A.c.,734l 
Marlborough  made  a  motion  for  a  bill  to  regu- 
late the  army,  equivalent  to  that  which  had  been  , 
rejected  in  the  lower  houfe  ;  and  it  met  with  the 
fame  fate,  after  a  warm  difpute.  Then  the  lord 
Carteret  moved  for  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  that 
he  would  be  graciouily  pleated  to  acquaint  the 
houfe  who  advifed  his  majefty  to  remove  the  duke 
of  Bolton  and  the  lord  vifcount  Cobham  from 
their  refpective  regiments  ;  and  what  crimes 
were  laid  to  their  charge.  This  propofal  was 
likewife  rejected,  at  the  end  of  a  debate  in  which 
the  duke  of  Argyle  obferved,  that  tfro  lords  had 
been  removed,  but  only  one  foldier  had  loft  his 
commifiion.  Such  a  great  majority  of  the  Scot- 
tifh  reprefentatives  had  always  voted  for  the  mi- 
niitry  fmce  the  acceffion  of  the  late  king;  and 
fo  many  of  thefe  enjoyed  places  and  preferments 
in  the  gift  of  the  crown,  that  feveral  attempts 
were  made  by  the  lords  in  the  oppofition,  to  pre- 
vent for  the  future  the  minifterial  influence  from 
extending  itfelf  to  the  elections  of  North  Britain. 
Accordingly,  two  motions  for  this  purpofe  were 
made  by  the  earl  of  Marchmont,  and  duke  of 
Bedford  ;  and  fuftained  by  the  earls  of  Chefter- 
field,  Winchelfea,  and  Stair,  the  lords  Willough- 
by  de  Broke,  Bathurft,  and  Carteret.  They 
were  oppofed  by  the  dukes  of  Newcaftle  and 
Argyle,  the  earl  of  Cholmondeley,  earl  Powlet, 
lord  Hervey,  now  called  up  by  writ  to  the  houfe 
of  peers,  and  lord  Talbot.  The  queftion  being 
F  f  4  put 


4t*  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

A.c,,734.-pUtinboth)  they  were  of  courfe  defeated  •,  and 
the  earl  of  Stair  was  deprived  of  his  regiment  of 
dragoons,  after  having  performed  the  moft  fig- 
nal  fervices  to  the  royal  family,  and  exhaufted 
his  fortune  in  fupporting  the  interefts  and  dig- 
nity of  the  crown.  Strenuous  protefts  were  en- 
tered againft  the  decifion  of  the  majority,  con- 
cerning the  king's  meffage  demanding  a  power 
to  augment  his  forces  during  the  recefs  of  par- 
liament; as  alfo  againft  a  bill  for  enabling  his 
majefty  to  apply  the  fum  of  one  million  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  out  of  the  finking  fund, 

iSbiydT'  for  tne  fcrvice  of  the  current  year.  The  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  leffion  being  difpatched,  the  king  re- 
paired to  the  houfe  of  lords  on  the  fixteenth  day 
of  April,  and  having  paffed  all  the  bills  that  were 
ready  for  the  royal  afient,  took  leave  of  this 
parliament,  with  the  warmeft  acknowledgment 
of  their  zeal,  duty,  and  affection.  It  was  at  firft 
prorogued,  then  di/Tolved,  and  another  convok- 
ed by  the  fame  proclamation.  On  the  four- 
teenth day  of  March,  the  nuptials  of  the  prince 
of  Orange  and  the  princefs  royal  were  folemnized 
with  great  magnificence ;  and  this  match  was  at- 
tended with  addrefTes  of  congratulation  to  his 
majefty  from  different  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

The  Ruf-         The  powers  at  war  upon  the  continent  acted 

timz'ick656  With  furprifing  vigour.  The  Ruffian  and  Saxon 
army  inverted  the  city  of  Dantzick,  in  hope  of 
fecuring  the  perfon  of  king  Staniflaus.  The 
{own  was  ftrong,  the  garrifon  numerous ;  and, 

animated 
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animated  by  the  examples  of  the  French  and  A.  0.1754. 
Poles,  made  a  very  obftinate  defence.  For  fome 
time  they  were  fupplied  by  lea  with  recruits, 
arms,  and  ammunition.  On  the  eleventh  day  of 
May,  a  reinforcement  of  fifteen  hundred  men 
was  landed  from  two  French  mips  of  war  and 
fome  tranfports,  under  Fort  Wechfelmunde, 
which  was  fo  much  in  want  of  provifions,  that 
they  were  not  admitted  :  they  therefore  re  em- 
barked, and  failed  back  to  Copenhagen.  But 
afterwards  a  larger  number  were  landed  in  the 
fame  place,  and  attacked  the  Ruffian  intrench- 
ments,  in  order  to  force  their  way  into  the  city. 
They  were  repulfed  in  this  attempt,  but  retired 
in  good  order.  At  length  the  Ruffian  fleet  ar- 
rived under  the  command  of  admiral  Gordon  ; 
and  now  the  fiege  was  carried  on  with  great 
fury.  Fort  Wechfelmunde  was  furrertdered  : 
the  French  troops  capitulated,  and  were  em- 
barked in  the  Ruffian  (hips,  to  be  conveyed  to 
fome  port  in  the  Baltic.  Stanifhus  efcaped  in 
the  dlfgirife  of  a  peafant  to  Marienwarder,  in  the 
Pruffian  territories.  The  city  of  Dantzick  fub- 
mitted  to  the  dominion  of  Auguftus  III.  king  of 
Poland,  and  was  obliged  to  defray  the  expence 
of  the  war  to  the  Ruffian  general  count  de  Mu- 
nich, who  had  afiumed  the  command  after  the 
fiegewas  begun.  The  Polifh  lords  at  Dantzick 
fignedan  act  of  fubmiffion  to  king  Auguftus,  who, 
on  the  tenth  day  of  July,  arrived  at  the  convent 
of  Oliva.  There  acounfel  was  held  in  his  pre- 
7  fenac 
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A,C.  1-34.  fence.  The  recufant  noblemen  took  the  oath 
which  he  propofed.  Then  a  general  amnefty 
was  proclaimed  ;  and  the  king  let  out  on  his  re- 
turn to  Drefden. 

Phtiipf-  On  the  Rhine   the  French  arms  bore  down 

£;rfheukcn  all  refinance.  The  count  de  BelleiHe  befieged 
Fr«ch.  ancj  took  Traerbach.  The  duke  of  Berwick,  at 
the  head  of  fixty  thoufand  men,  inverted  Philipf- 
burgh,  while  prince  Eugene  was  obliged  to  re- 
main on  the  defenfive,  in  the  ftrong  camp  at 
Heilbron,  waiting  for  the  troops  of  the  empire. 
.  On  the  twelfth  day  of  June,  the  duke  of  Ber- 
wick, in  vifiting  the  trenches,  was  killed  by  a 
cannon-ball,  and  the  command  devolved  upon 
the  marquis  d'Asfeldt,  who  carried  on  the  ope- 
rations of  the  fiege  with  equal  vigour  and  capa- 
city. Prince  Eugene  being  joined  by  the  dif- 
ferent reinforcements  he  expected,  marched  to- 
wards the  French  lines;  but  found  them  fo 
ftrong  that  he  would  not  hazard  an  attack  ;  and 
fuch  precautions  taken,  that  with  all  his  military 
talents  he  could  not  relieve  the  befieged.  At 
length  general  Watgenau  the  govrnor  capitulat- 
ed, after  having  made  a  noble  defence,  and  ob- 
tained the  moft  honourable  cond'tions.  Prince 
Eugene  retired  to  Heidelberg  •,  and  the  cam- 
paign ended  about  the  beginning  of  October. 
The  Imperial  arms  were  not  more  iuccefsful  in 
Italy.  The  infant  Don  Carlos  had  received  fo 
many  invitations  from  the  Neapolitan  nobility, 
that  he  reiblvedtotuke  pofiefli on  of  that  kingdom. 
6  He 
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He  began  his  march  in  Feb.  at  the  head  of  the  A>  c.  i7J4. 
Spanifh  forces  ;  publiihed  a  manifefto,  declaring 
he  was  fent  by  his  father  to  relieve  the  kingdom 
of  Naples  from  the  opprelfion  under  which  it 
groaned,  and  entered  the  capital  amidft  the  ac- 
clamations of  the  people  ;  while  the  count  de 
Vifcompti  the  German  viceroy,  finding  himfclf 
unable  to  cope  with  the  invaders  thought  pro- 
per to  retire,  after  having  thrown  fuccours  into 
Gacta  and  Capua.  When  he  arrived  at  Nocera, 
he  began  to  afTemble  the  militia,  with  intent  to 
form  a  camp  at  Barletta.  The  count  de  Mon- 
temar  marched  with  a  body  of  forces  againfl  this 
general,  and  obtained  over  him  a  complete  vic- 
tory at  Bitonto  in  Apuglia,  on  the  twenty-fifth 
of  May,  when  the  Imperialifts  were  entirely 
routed,  and  a  great  number  of  principal  officers 
taken  prifoners.  Don  Carlos  being  proclaimed 
and  acknowledged  king  of  Naples,  created  the 
count  de  Montemar  duke  of  Bitonto  •,  reduced 
Gaeta,  and  ail  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  which 
were  garrifoned  with  Imperial  troops,  and  rcfolv- 
ed  to  fubdue  the  ifland  of  Sicily.  About  twenty 
thoufand  troops  being  deflined  for  this  expedi- 
tion, were  landed  in  the  road  of  Solanto  in  Au- 
guft,  under  the  command  of  the  new  duke  of 
Bitonto,  who  being  favoured  by  the  natives, 
proceeded  in  his  conquefls  with  great  rapidity. 
The  people  acknowledged  Don  Carlos  as  their 
fovereign,  and  took  arms  in  fupport  of  his  govern- 
ment i  fo  that  the  Imperial  troops  were  driven 

before 
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•A.  c.  1734-  before  them,  and  the  Spaniards  poflefied  the 
whole  kingdom,  except  Meflina,  Syracufe,  and 
Trepani,  when  the  infant  determined  to  vifit  the 
ifland  in  peribn. 

While  don  Carlos  was  thus  employed  in  the 
conqueft  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  the  Imperial  ills 
were  hard  prefled  in  Lombard/  by  the  united 
forces  of  Fra-nce  and  Piedmont,  commanded  by 
the  king  of  Sardinia  and  the  old  marechal  duke 
de  Villars.  In  the  month  of  January  they  un- 
dertook the  fiege  of  Tortona,  which  they  re- 
duced ;  while  the  troops  of  the  emperor  began 
to  pour  in  great  numbers  into  the  Mantuan.  In 
the  beginning  of  May,  count  Merci,  who  com- 
manded them,  patted  the  Po  in  the  face  of  the 
allies,  notwithftanding  all  the  (kill  of  Villars, 
obliged  him  to  retreat  from  the  banks  of  that 
river,  and  took  the  caftle  of  Colorno.  The  old 
French  general  being  taken  ill,  quitted  the  army 
and  retired  to  Turin,  where  in  a  little  time  he 
died  ;  and  the  king  of  Sardinia  repairing  to  the 
fame  place,  the  command  of  the  allied  forces 
devolved  upon  the  marechal  de  Coigny.  The 
confederates  were  pofted  at  Sanguina,  and  the 
Imperialists  at  Sorbola,  when  the  count  de  Merci 
made  a  motion  to  San  Profpero,  as  if  he  intend- 
ed either  to  attack  the  enemy,  or  take  pofiettion 
of  Parma.  The  marechal  de  Coigny  forthwith 
made  a  difpofition  for  an  engagement  •,  and, 
Battle  of  on  the  twenty  ninth  day  of  June,  the  Imperial 
p«nu.  general  having  patted  the  Parma,  began  the 

attack 
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attack  with  great  impetuofity.     He  charged  in   A, c.  17^4. 
perlbn  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  and  was  killed 
loon  afcer  the  battle  began.      Neverthelefs,  the 
prince  of  Wirtemberg  affuming  the  command, 
both  armies  fought  v/ith   great  obftinacy,  from 
eleven  in  the  forenoon  till  four  in  the  afternoon, 
when  the  Imperialifts  retired  towards  Monte Ciru- 
galo,  leaving  five  thoufand  men  dead  on  the  field 
of  battle,  and  among  thefe  many  officers  of  diftinc- 
tion.  The  lofs  of  the  allies  was  very  confiderable, 
and  they  reaped  no  folid  fruits  from  their  victory. 
The  Imperial  forces  retreated  to  Reggio,  and 
from  thence  moved  to  the  plains  of  Carpi,  on 
the  right  of  the  Secchia,  where  they  received 
fome     reinforcements ;     then     general    count 
Konigfegg  arriving  in  the  camp,  took  upon  him- 
felf  the  command  of  the  army.     His  firft  ftep 
was  to  take  poft  at  Quingentolo,  by  which  mo- 
tion he  lecured  Mirandola,  that  was  threatened 
with  a  fiege.     On    the  fifteenth   of  February, 
he  forded  the  river  Secchia,  and  furprifed   the 
quarters  of  marechal  de  Broglio,    who  elcaped 
in  his  fhirt  with  great  difficulty.     The  French 
retired  with  fuch  precipitation,  that  they  left  all 
their  baggage  behind,   and  above  two  thoufand 
were  taken  prifoners.     They  pofted  themfelves 
under  Guaftalla,  where,  on  the  nineteenth  day  The  Tmpe- 
of  the  month,  they  were  vigoroufly  attacked  by   !"»'„"«« 
the  Imperialifts,  and  a  general  engagement  en-    [££Gu*~ 
fued.     Konigfegg  made  feveral  delperate  efforts 
to  break  the  French  cavalry,  upon  which,  how- 
ever 
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A.C.  1734-  ever  he  could  make  no  imprefiion.  The  infantry 
on  both  fides  fought  with  uncommon  ardour  for 
fix  hours,  and  the  field  was  covered  with  car- 
nage. At  length  the  Imperial  general  retreated 
to  Lazara,  after  having  loft  above  five  thoufand 
men,  including  the  prince  of  Wirtemberg,  the 
generals  Valpareze  and  Colminero,  with  many 
other  officers  of  distinction  :  nor  was  the  damage 
fuftained  by  the  French  greatly  inferior  to  that 
of  the  Germans,  who  repaffed  the  Po  and  took 
poft  on  the  banks  of  the  Oglio.  The  allies 
croffed  the  fame  river,  and  the  marquis  de  Mail- 
lebois  was  fent  with  a  detachment  to  attack 
Mirandola ;  but  the  Imperialifts  marching  to 
the  relief  of  the  place,  compelled  him  to  aban- 
don the  enterprife  :  then  he  rejoined  his  army, 
which  retired  under  the  walls  of  Cremona,  to 
Aneaiain  wait  for  fuccours  from  don  Carlos.  So  little  re - 
Francccom.  fpect  did  the  French  court  pay  to  the  Britifh 
EitiZ Lb-  nation,  at  this  juncture,  that  in  the  month  of 
fftin°the  November  an  edict  Was  publifhed  in  Paris, 
IrmyCh  commanding  all  the  Britifh  fubjects  in  France, 
who  were  not  actually  in  employment,  from  the 
age  of  eighteen  to  fifty,  to  quit  the  kingdom 
in  fifteen  days,  or  inlift  in  fome  of  the  Irim  regi- 
ments, on  pain  of  being  treated  as  vagabonds 
and  fent  to  the  gallies.  This  edict  was  executed 
with  the  utmoft  rigour.  The  prifons  of  Paris 
were  crouded  with  the  fubjects  of  Great- Britain, 
who  were  furprifed  and  cut  off  from  all  commu- 
nication with  their  friends,  and  muft  have 

periflied 
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perifhed  by  cold  and  hunger,  had  not  they  been  A-  c-  '734. 
relieved  by  the  active  charity  of  the  Janfenifts. 
The  earl  "of  Waldegrave,  who  then  refided  at 
Paris  as  ambafifador  from  the  king  of  Great- 
Britain,  made  fuch  vigorous  remonftrances  to 
the  French  miniftry,  upon  this  unheard-of  out- 
rage, againft  a  nation  with  which  they  had  been 
fo  long  in  alliance,  that  they  thought  proper  to 
fet  the  prifoners  at  liberty,  and  publim  another 
edict,  by  which  the  meaning  of  the  former  was 
explained  away. 

While  thefe  tranfactions  occurred  on  the  con- 
tinent, the  king  of  Great -Britain  augmented  his 
land-forces-,  and  warm  contefts  were  maintained 
through  the  whole  united  kingdom  in  electing 
reprefentatives  for  the  new  parliament.  But  in 
all  thefe  flruggles  the  miniflerial  power  predo- 
minated i  and  the  new  members  appeared  with 
the  old  complexion.  The  two  houfes  affembled  Meeting Of 
on  the  fourteenth  day  of  January,  and  Mr.  On-  thc"ew 

'  J  J  parliament. 

flow  was  re-elected  as  fpeaker.  The  leaders  of 
both  parties  in  all  debates  were  the  felf  fame 
peribns  who  had  conducted  thofe  of  the  former 
parliament ;  and  the  fame  meafures  were  pur- 
fued  in  the  fame  manner.  The  king,  in  his 
fpeech  at  the  opening  of  the  feflion,  gave  them 
to  undcrftand,  that  he  had  concerted  with  the 
ftates  general  of  the  United  Provinces,  fuch 
meafures  as  were  thought  moft  advifeable  for 
their  common  fafety,  and  for  reftoring  the  peace 
of  Europe :  that  they  hud  confidered  on  one  fide, 

the 
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A.  c.  1734.  the  preffing  applications  made  by  the  imperial 
court  both  in  England  and  Holland,  for  obtain- 
ing fuccours  againft  the  powers  at  war  with  the 
houfe  of  Auftria ;  and  on  the  other  fide,  the 
repeated  profeffions  made  by  the  allies,  of  their 
fincere  difpofition  to  put  an  end  to  the  prefent 
troubles  upon  honourable  and  folid'terms  :  that 
he  and  the  ftates- general  had  concurred  in  a  re- 
folution  to  employ  their  joint  and  earneft  in- 
ftances  to  bring  matters  to  a  fpeedy  and  happy 
accommodation  :  that  their  good  offices  were 
at  length  accepted  ;  and  in  a  mort  time  a  plan 
would  be  offered  to  the  confederation  of  all  par- 
ties engaged  in  the  war,  as  a  bafis  for  a  general 
negotiation  of  peace.  He  told  them  he  had 
uied  the  power  vefted  in  him  by  the  laft  parlia- 
ment with  great  moderation  j  and  concluded  a 
treaty  with  the  crown  of  Denmark  of  great  im- 
portance in  the  prefent  conjuncture.  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  whillt  many  of  th^  principal  powers 
of  Europe  were  actually  engaged  in  a  war, 
Great-Britain  muft  be  more  or  Ids  affected  with 
the  confequences  -,  and  as  the  beft  concerted 
meafures  are  liable  to  uncertainty,  the  nation 
ought  to  be  prepared  againft  all  events.  He 
therefore  exprefied  his  hope,  that  his  good  fub- 
jects  would  not  repine  at  the  necefifary  means 
of  procuring  the  bkfiings  of  peace  and  uni- 
verfal  tranquility,  or  of  putting  him  in  a  condi- 
tion to  act  that  part  which  it  might  be  neceflary 
and  incumbent  upon  him  to  take.  The  addrefs 

of 
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of  thanks  produced  a  difpute  as  ufual,  which  A.  c.  1734. 
ended  with  an  acquiescence  in  the  motion.  The 
houfe,  in  a  grand  committee  on  the  fupply,  re- 
folved,  That  thirty  thoufand  men  mould  be 
employed  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year : 
and,  That  the  land-forces  mould  be  augmented 
to  the  number  of  twenty-five  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  forty-four  effective  men.  But 
thefe  refolutions  were  not  taken  without  difpute 
and  divifion.  The  minifter's  opponents  not- 
only  produced  all  the  reafons  which  had  been 
formerly  advanced  againfl  a  (landing  army,  but 
they  oppofed  this  augmentation  with  extraordi- 
nary ardour,  as  a  huge  ftride  towards  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  arbitrary  power.  They  refuted 
thofe  fears  of  external  broils  on  which  the  mi- 
niftry  pretended  to  ground  the  neceflity  of  fuch 
an  augmentation  ;  and  they  expofed  the  weak 
conduct  of  the  adminiftration,  in  having  contri- 
buted to  deftroy  the  balance  of  power,  by  aflift- 
ing  Spain  againft  the  emperor  in  Italy,  fo  as  to 
aggrandize  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 

Sir  William  Wyndham  moved,  that  the  efti- 
mate  of  the  navy  for  the  enfuing  year  might  be 
referred  to  a  felect  committee.  He  exprefled  his 
furprize,  that  notwithftanding  the  vaft  fums 
which  had  been  yearly  raifed,  and  the  long  con- 
tinuance of  the  peace,  the  people  had  not  been 
quite  delivered  of  any  one  tax  incurred  in  the 
preceding  war.  He  faid,  he  could  not  com- 
prehend how  it  was  pofiible  to  find  pretences 
N°.  100.  Cg  for 
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ArC.  173^  for  expofing  the  nation  to  fuch  exorbitant 
charges ;  and  he  took  notice  of  fome  uncon- 
fcionable  articles  in  the  accounts  of  the  navy- 
debt  that  lay  upon  the  table.  He  was  feconded 
by  Mr.  Sandys,  and  fupported  by  Sir  Jofeph 
Jekyll  and  Mr.  Pulteney  ;  but  after  fome  de- 
bate the  motion  was  carried  in  the  negative. 
When  the  new  treaty  with  Denmark  fell  under 
confideration  in  a  grand  committee,  Mr.  H. 
Walpole  moved,  that  the  fum  of  fifty- fix  thou- 
fand  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  mould  be 
granted  to  his  majefty  as  a  fubfidy  to  the  Dane, 
purfuant  to  the  faid  treaty,  for  the  fervice  of  the 

Debate  on     en^-»ng  Year-     The  demand  did  not  meet  with 

a  fubfidy  to  immediate  compliance.  All  the  leaders  in  the 
oppofition  exclaimed  againft  the  fubfidy  as  un- 
necefifary  and  unreafonable.  They  obferved, 
that  as  the  Englifh  had  no  particular  intereft  of 
their  own  for  inducing  them  to  engage  in  the 
prefent  war,  but  only  the  danger  to  which  the 
balance  of  power  might  be  expofed  by  that 
event  j  and  as  all  the  powers  of  Europe  were  as 
much,  if  not  more  interefted  than  the  Englifh. 
in  the  prefervation  of  that  balance,  mould  it  ever 
be  really  endangered,  they  would  certainly  en- 
gage in  its  defence,  without  receiving  any  valu- 
able confideration  from  Great- Britain  ;  but, 
mould  the  Englilh  be  always  the  firft  to  take 
the  alarm  upon  any  rupture,  and  offer  bribes 
and  penfions  to  all  the  princes  in  Europe,  the 
whole  charge  of  preferving  that  balance  would 

fail 
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fall  upon  Great- Britain  :  every  ftate  would  ex-  A.  c.  1734. 
pect  a  gratification  from  her,  for  doing  that 
which  it  would  otherwife  be  obliged  to  do  for 
its  own  prefervation  :  even  the  Dutch  might 
at  laft  refufe  to  affift  in  trimming  this  balance, 
imlefs  Britain  mould  fubmit  to  make  the  grand 
penfionary  of  Holland  a  penfionary  of  England, 
and  take  a  number  of  their  forces  into  Englifli 
pay.  The  debate  having  had  its  free  courfe, 
the  queftion  was  put,  and  the  motion  approved 
by  the  majority.  The  miniftry  allowed  a  bill 
to  be  brought  in  for  limiting  the  number  of  of- 
ficers in  the  houfe  of  commons ;  but,  at  the 
fecond  reading  it  was  rejected  on  a  divifion,  after 
a  learned  debate,  in  which  it  appeared,  that  the 
oppofition  had  gained  a  valuable  auxiliary  in 
the  perfon  of  lord  Polwarth,  fon  to  the  earl  of 
Marchmont,  a  nobleman  of  elegant  parts,  keen 
penetration,  and  uncommon  vivacity,  who  fpoke 
with  all  the  fluency  and  fervour  of  elocution. 

The  minority  in  the  houfe  of  lords  were  not 
lefs  vigilant  and  refolute  in  detecting  and  oppo- 
fmg  every  meafure  which  they  thought  would 
redound    to   the    prejudice   of    their   country. 
But  the  mod  remarkable  object  that  employed 
their  attention  during  this  fcmon  was  a  very  ex- 
traordinary petition,  fubfcribed  by  the  dukes  of 
Hamilton,  Queenfbery,  and  Montrofe,  the  earls   Petition  «f 
of  Dundonald,  Marchmont,  and  Stair,  reprefent-    tifo  n<»Ue- 
irig  that  undue  influence  had  been  ufed  in  carry-   JToUoJ 
ing  on  the  election  of  the  fixteen  peers  for  Scot-  Fesrl* 
G  g  2  land. 
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A.  0,1734.  iand.  The  duke  of  Bedford,  who  delivered 
their  petition  to  the  houfe,  propofed  a  day  for 
taking  it  into  confideration ;  and  to  this  they 
agreed.  It  was  afterwards  moved,  that  the 
confideration  of  it  fhould  be  adjourned  to  a  fhort 
day,  before  which  the  petitioners  fhould  be  or- 
dered to  declare  whether  they  intended  to  con- 
trovert the  laft  election  of  all  the  fixteen  peers, 
or  the  election  of  any,  and  which  of  them.  This 
affair  was  of  fuch  an  unprecedented  nature,  that 
the  houfe  feemed  to  be  divided  in  opinion  about 
the  manner  in  which  they  ought  to  proceed. 
The  partifans  of  the  miniftry  would  have  wil- 
lingly ftifled  the  inquiry  in  the  beginning ;  but, 
the  petitioners  were  fo  ftrenuoufly  fupported  in 
their  claim  to  fome  notice,  by  the  earls  of  Chef- 
terfield,  Abingdon,  and  Strafford,  the  lords 
Bathurft  and  Carteret,  that  they  could  not  dif- 
mifs  it  at  once  with  any  regard  to  decorum. 
The  order  of  the  houfe,  according  to  the  motion 
explained  above,  being  communicated  by  the 
lord  chancellor  to  the  petitioners,  they  waited 
on  him  with  a  declaration,  importing,  that  they 
did  not  intend  to  controvert  the  election  or  re- 
turn of  the  fixteen  peers  for  Scotland ;  but,  they 
thought  it  their  duty  to  lay  before  their  lord- 
mips  the  evidence  of  fuch  facts  and  undue  me- 
thods, as  appeared  to  them  to  be  dangerous  to 
the  conftitution  ;  and  might  in  future  elections 
equally  affect  the  right  of  the  prefent  fixteen 
peers,  as  that  of  the  other  peers  of  Scotland,  if 

i  *  not 
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not  prevented  by  a  proper  remedy.  This  de-  A<  c-  '734* 
claration  being  repeated  to  the  houfe,  the  duke 
of  Devonfhire  made  a  motion,  that  the  petition- 
ers might  be  ordered  to  lay  before  the  houfe  in 
writing,  inftances  of  thofe  undue  methods  and 
illegal  practices  upon  which  they  intended  to 
proceed,  and  the  names  of  the  perfons  they  fuf- 
pected  to  be  guilty.  He  was  warmly  oppofed 
by  the  country  party ;  and  a  long  debate  en- 
fued,  after  which  the  queftion  was  carried  in 
favour  of  the  motion,  and  the  order  fignified  to 
the  petitioners.  Next  day  their  anfwer  was  read 
to  the  houfe  to  this  effect :  Thar  as  they  had 
no  intention  to  ftate  themfelves  accufers,  they 
could  not  take  upon  them  to  name  particular 
perfons  who  might  have  been  concerned  in  thofe 
illegal  practices  ;  but  who  they  were  would  un- 
doubtedly appear  to  their  lordlhips  upon  their 
taking  the  proper  examinations  •,  neverthelefs, 
they  did  humbly  acquaint  their  lordihips,  that 
the  petition  was  layed  before  them  upon  infor- 
mation that  the  lift  of  the  fixteen  peers  for  Scot- 
land had  been  framed  previous  to  the  elections 
by  perfons  in  high  truft  under  the  crown  :  that 
this  lift  was  (hewn  to  peers  as  a  lift  approved  by 
the  crown :  and  was  called  the  king's-lift,  from 
which  there  was  to  be  no  variation,  unlefs  to 
make  way  for  one  or  two  particular  peers,  on 
condition  they  mould  conform  to  meafures  : 
that  peers  were  follicited  to  vote  for  this  lift, 
without  the  liberty  of  making  any  alteration  : 
G  g  3  that 
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*•£•  173,4-  that  endeavours  were  nfed  to  engage  peers  to 
vote  for  this  lift  by  promife  of  penfions,  and 
offices  civil  and  military  to  themfelves  and  re- 
lations, as  well  as  by  offers  of  money  :  that 
fums  were  given  for  this  purpofe:  that  pen- 
fions, offices,  and  releafes  of  debts  owing  to  the 
crown,  were  actually  granted  to  peers  who  con- 
curred in  voting  for  this  lift,  and  to  their  rela- 
tions :  and,  that  on  the  day  of  election  a  bat- 
talion of  his  majefty's  troops  was  drawn  up  in 
the  Abbey-court  of  Edinburgh,  contrary  to 
cuftom,  and  without  any  apparent  caufe  but 
that  of  overawing  the  electors.  This  anfwer 
gave  rife  to  another  violent  difpute  ;  but  the 
majority  voted  it  unfatisfactory,  and  the  peti- 
tion was  rejected,  though  the  refolution  was 
clogged  with  a  vigorous  proteft. 

A.c.  5.  Notwithftanding  this  difcouragement,  the 
earl  of  Abingdon  moved,  That  although  the 
petition  was  difmifled,  an  inquiry  might  be  fet 
on  foot  touching  an  affair  of  fuch  confequence 
to  the  liberties  of  the  kingdom.  The  earl  of 
Hay  declaring  his  belief,  that  no  fuch  illegal  me- 
thods had  been  practifed,  the  other  produced  a 
pamphlet,  intituled,  The  protefts  of  a  great 
number  of  noble  lords,  entered  by  them  at  the 
-laft  election  of  peers  for  Scotland.  Exceptions 
being  taken  to  a  pamphlet,  as  an  object  un- 
worthy of  their  notice,  lord  Bathurft  exhibited 
an  authentic  copy  of  thofe  protefts,  extracted 
from  the  journal  of  that  election,  figned  by  the 

two 
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two  principal  clerks,  and  witnefled  by  two  gentle-  A-c-  «73?«. 
men  then  attending  in  the  lobby.  Thefe  were 
accordingly  read,  and  plainly  demonftrated  the 
truth  of  the  allegations  contained  in  the  petition. 
Nothing  could  be  more  fcandalous,  arrogant, 
and  fhamefully  flagrant  than  the  conduct  and 
deportment  of  thole  who  afted  the  part  of  un- 
derftrappers  to  the  miniftry  on  this  occafion. 
But  all  this  demonstration,  adorned  and  enforced 
by  the  charms  and  energy  of  eloquence,  was 
like  preaching  in  a  defart.  A  motion  was  made 
for  adjourning,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative  : 
a  proteft  was  entered,  and  the  whole  affair  cen- 
figned  to  oblivion.  Divers  other  motions  were 
made  fuecefiively  by  the  lords  in  the  oppofition, 
and  rejected  by  the  invincible  power  of  a  ma- 
jority. The  uninterrupted  fuccefs  of  the  mini- 
ftry did  not,  however,  prevent  them  from  re- 
newing the  ftruggle  as  often  as  an  opportunity 
offered.  They  difputed  the  continuation  of  the 
fait- tax,  and  the  bill  for  enabling  the  king  to 
apply  the  fum  of  one  million  out  of  the  finking- 
fund  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year,  though 
fuccefs  did  not  attend  their  endeavours.  They  BUiexpiaia. 
fupported  with  all  their  might  a  bill  fent  up  from  o"8the  scoc- 
the  commons,  explaining  and  amending  an  a<5l  J^f"1^. 
of  the  Scottifh  parliament,  for  preventing  wron-  »ns*™ngous 

r  °  impnloii- 

gous  imprifonment,  and  againft  undue  delays  in   mcnt. 
trials.     This  was  all  the  natives  of  Scotland  had 
in  lieu  of  the  Habeas- corpus  aft  •,   though  it  did 
jiot  fcreen  them  from  opprefiion.     Yet  the  earl 
Gg4  of 
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A.  c.  1735.  of  Hay  undertook  to  prove  they  were  on  a  foot- 
ting  with  their  neighbours  of  England  in  this 
refpecl  •,  and  the  bill  was  thrown  out  on  a  divi- 
fion.  The  fefiion  was  clofed  on  the  fifteenth  of 
May,  when  the  king  in  his  fpeech  to  both 
houfes  declared,  that  the  plan  of  pacification 
concerted  between  him  and  the  dates-general 
had  not  produced  the  defired  effect.  He  thank- 
ed the  commons  for  the  fupplies  they  had  grant- 
ed with  fuch  chearfulnefs  and  difpatch.  He  fig- 
nified  his  intention  to  vifit  his  German  domini- 
ons ;  and  told  them  he  mould  conflitute  the 
queen  regent  of  the  realm  in  his  abfence.  Im- 
mediately after  the  prorogation  his  majefty  em- 
barked for  Holland  in  his  way  to  Hanover. 

By  this  time  the  good  underftanding  between 
the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Lifbon  was  deftroyed 
by  a  remarkable  incident.  The  Portuguefe 
ambafiador  at  Madrid,  having  allowed  his  do- 
meftics  to  refcue  a  criminal  from  the  officers  of 
juftice,  all  the  fervants  concerned  in  that  refcue 
were  dragged  from  his  houfe  to  prilbn,  by  the 
Spanilh  king's  order,  with  circumftances  of 
rigour  and  difgrace.  His  Portuguefe  majefty 
being  informed  of  this  outrage,  ordered  reprifals 
to  be  made  upon  the  fervants  of  the  Spaniih  am- 
baflador at  Lifbon.  The  two  ministers  with- 
drew abruptly  to  their  refpe<ftive  courts.  The 
two  monarchs  expreffed  their  mutual  refent- 
ment.  The  king  of  Spain  aiTembled  a  body  of 
troops  on  the  frontiers  of  Portugal  j  and  his 
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Portuguefe  majefty  had  recourfc  to  the  afllftance  A«c-  ws- 
of  king  George.  Don  Marcos  Antonio  d'Alze- 
veda  was  difpatched  to  London  with  the  cha- 
racter of  envoy  extraordinary;  and  fucceeded 
in  his  commiffion  according  to  his  wifh.  In 
a  little  time  after  the  king's  Departure  from 
England,  Sir  John  Norris  failed  from  Spithead  sir  John 
with  a  powerful  fquadron,  in  order  to  protect  JJ0/^'.1' 
the  Portuguefe  againft  the  Spaniards ;  and  on 
the  ninth  day  of  June  arrived  at  Lifbon,  where 
he  was  welcomed  as  a  deliverer.  Mr.  Keene, 
the  Britilh  envoy  at  the  court  of  Spain,  had 
communicated  to  his  catholic  majefty  the  refolu- 
tion  of  his  matter  to  fend  a  powerful  fquadron 
to  Lifbon,  with  orders  to  guard  that  coaft  from 
infults,  and  fecure  the  Brazil  fleet,  in  which 
the  merchants  of  Great-Britain  were  deeply 
interefted,  Don  Jofeph  Patinho,  minifter  of 
his  catholic  majefty,  delivered  a  memorial  to 
Mr.  Keene,  reprefenting,  that  fuch  an  expedi-  , 
tion  would  affect  the  commerce  of  Spain,  by 
intimidating  foreign  merchants  from  embark- 
ing their  merchandize  in  the  flota.  But,  in  all 
probability,  it  prevented  a  rupture  between  the 
two  crowns,  and  difpofed  the  king  of  Spain  to 
liften  to  terms  of  accommodation. 

The  powers  in  alliance  againft  the  houfe  of 
Auftria  having  rejected  the  plan  of  pacifica- 
tion concerted  by  the  king  of  Great- Britain 
and  the  ftates-general,  Mr.  Walpole  ambaffa- 
dor  at  the  Hague  prefented  a  memorial  to  their 

high 
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*•<*•  'T3S-  high  mightineffes,  defiring  they  would  without 
lols  of  time  put  themfelves  in  a  pofture  of  de- 
fence, by  an  augmentation  of  their  forces  at  fea 
and  land,  that  they  might  take  fuch  vigorous 
ileps,  in  concert  with  Great-Britain,  as  the  future 
conjuncture  of  affairs  might  require.  But,  be- 
fore they  would  fubject  themfelves  to  fuch  ex- 
pence,  they  refolved  to  make  further  trial  of 
their  influence  with  the  powers  in  alliance  againft 
the  emperor.;  and  conferences  were  renewed 
with  the  minifters  of  thofe  allies.  The  affairs  of 
Poland  became  more  and  more  unfavourable  to 
the  intereft  of  Staniflaus  •,  for,  though  a  great 
number  of  the  Polim  nobility  engaged  in  a  con- 
federacy to  fupport  his  claim,  and  made  repeat- 
ed efforts  in  his  behalf,  the  palatine  of  Kiow 
fubmitted  to  Auguftus ;  and  even  his  brother 
the  primate,  after  having  fuftained  a  long  im- 
prifonment,  and  many  extraordinary  hardfhips, 
was  obliged  to  acknowledge  that  prince  his  fove- 
reign.  In  Italy  the  arms  of  the  allies  ftill  con- 
tinued to  profper.  Don  Carlos  landed  in  Si- 
cily, and  reduced  the  whole  itland,  almoft  with- 
out oppofition ;  while  the  Imperialifts  were 
forced  to  abandon  all  the  territories  they  pof- 
feffed  in  Italy,  except  the  Mantuan.  The  em, 
peror  being  equally  unable  to  cope  with  the 
French  armies  on  the  Rhine,  implored  fuccours 
of  the  czarina,  who  fent  thirty  thoufand  men  to 
his  afliftance.  This  vigorous  interpofition,  and 
the  fuocefs  of  Auguftus  in  Poland,  difpofed  the 

court 
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court  of  Verfailles  to  a  pacification.  A  fccret  A- c-  '735- 
negotiation  was  begun  between  France  and  the  Prel;m;n,_ 
houfe  of  Auftria :  and  the  preliminaries  were  fies  Lfisned 

by  the  cm- 

figned  without  the  concurrence  or  knowledge  of  perorand 

_,       .,,...  .    .  -         the  king  •£ 

Spain,  bardima,  and  the  maritime  powers.  In  France, 
thefe  articles  it  was  ftipulated,  That  France 
fhould  reftore  all  the  conquefts  ihe  had  made  in 
Germany  :  that  the  reverfion  of  the  dukedom 
of  Tufcany  mould  be  veiled  in  the  duke  of  Lor- 
raine :  that  Lorraine  mould  be  allotted  to  king 
Staniflaus ;  and,  after  his  death,  be  united  to  the 
crown  of  France :  that  the  emperor  mould  pof- 
fefs  the  Milanefe,  the  Mantuan,  and  Parma  :  that 
the  king  of  Sardinia  mould  enjoy  Vigevano  and 
Novara  :  that  Don  Carlos  mould  be  acknow- 
ledged king  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  and  retain  the 
ifland  of  Elba,  with  all  the  Spanilh  territories  on 
the  coaft  of  Tufcany :  and,  that  France  mould 
guaranty  the  pragmatic  fanction. 

The  king  of  Great-Britain  returned  from  Ha-    _ 

SubAanee  of 

nover  to  England  in  the  month  of  November :  the  kmgi 
and  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  January  opened  the  fpeec  * 
fefiion  of  parliament.  On  this  occafion  he  con- 
gratulated them  on  the  near  profpeft  of  a  gene- 
ral peace  in  Europe,  in  confequence  of  the  pre- 
liminary articles  to  which  the  emperor  and  the 
king  of  France  had  agreed  ;  and  of  which  he 
had  exprefled  his  approbation,  as  they  did  not 
differ  in  any  effential  point  from  the  plan  of  paci- 
fication which  he  and  the  dates-general  had  offered 
to  the  belligerant  powers.  He  told  them  that 

he 
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A-c.»735-  he  had  already  ordered  a  confiderable  reduction 
to  be  made  in  his  forces  both  by  fea  and  land  ; 
but,  at  the  fame  time  obferved,  it  would  be  ne  - 
cefiary  to  continue  fome  extraordinary  expence 
until  a  more  perfect  reconciliation  mould  be  ef- 
tablifhed  among  the  feveral  powers  of  Europe. 
An  addrefs  of  thanks  was  unanimoufly  voted, 
prefented,  and  gracioufly  received.  After  the 
houfe  had  received  feveral  petitions  from  diffe- 
rent counties  and  gentlemen,  complaining  of  un- 
due influence  in  elections  for  members  of  par- 
liament ;  it  proceeded  to  confider  of  the  fupply, 
and  Sir  Charles  Wager  moving,  that  fifteen  thou- 
fand  feamen  fliould  be  employed  for  the  fervice 
of  the  enfuing  year,  the  propofal  was  approved 
without  oppofition.  But,  this  was  not  the  cafe 
with  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Pulteney, "  That  the 
"  ordinary  eftimate  of  the  navy  mould  be  refer- 
"  red  to  a  felect  committee."  The  miniftry  dif- 
couraged  all  fuch  prying  meafures:  a  debate 
was  produced,  the  houfe  divided,  and  the  mo- 
tion was  rejected.  Such  was  the  fate  of  a  mo- 
tion for  railing  the  fupplies  within  the  year, 
made  by  Mr.  Sandys,  and  fupported  by  Sir 
John  Barnard,  Mr.Willimot,  and  other  patriots, 
who  demonftrated,  that  this  was  a  fpeedy  and 
practicable  expedient  for  difcharging  the  natio- 
nal debt,  lowering  the  intereft  of  money,  reduc- 
ing the  price  of  labour,  and  encouraging  a  fpirit 
of  commerce. 

The  bill  for  limiting  the  number  of  officers 
in  the  houfe  of  commons  was  again  revived. 

The 


GEORGE     II.  449 

The  king  was  impowered  to  borrow  fix  hundred  A.  c.  1735. 
thoufand  pounds,  chargeable  on  the  finking  fund 
for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year  ;  though  this 
power  was  not  eafily  granted  -,  and  the  houle  re- 
folved  to  lay  a  duty  of  twenty  /hillings  per  gal- 
lon on  all  fpirituous  liquors,  after  it  had  appear- 
ed to  the  committee  appointed  for  that  purpofe, 
that  thofe  fpirits  were  pernicious  to  the  health 
and  morals  of  the  people.  To  this  refolution 
was  added  another,  which  amounted  to  a  total 
prohibition,  namely,  that  fifty  pounds  mould  be 
yearly  payed  to  his  majefty  for  a  licence  to  be 
annually  taken  out  by  every  perfon  who  mould 
vend,  barter,  or  utter  any  fuch  fpirituous  liquors. 
Mr.  Walter  Plumer,  in  a  well  concerted  fpeech, 
moved  for  the  repeal  of  fome  claufes  in  the  tell- 
act :  thefe  he  reprefented  as  a  fpecies  of  pe riecu- 
tion,  in  which  proteftant  difUrnters  were  con- 
founded with  the  Roman  catholics  and  enemies 
to  the  eftablifhment.  He  was  fuflained  by  lord 
Polwarth  and  Mr.  Heathcote  ;  but,  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  was  joined  by  Mr.  Shippen  againft  the 
motion  as  dangerous  to  the  eftablifhed  church ; 
and  the  queftion  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the 
negative.  When  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  prefented 
to  the  houfe,  according  to  order,  a  bill  found- 
ed on  the  refolutions  they  had  taken  againft  fpi- 
rituous liquors,  Sir  Robert  Walpole  acquainted 

....  •    n     t  11 

them  by  hLS  majeity  s  command,  that  as  the 
alterations  propofed  to  be  made  by  that  bill,  in 
trie  duties  charged  upon  all  fpirituous  liquors, 
might  in  a  great  degree  affect  fome  part  of 

the 
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A.C.  i735.  the  civil  lift  revenues,  his  majefty,  for  the 
fake  of  remedying  fo  great  an  evil  as  was  intend- 
ed by  that  bill  to  be  prevented,  did  confent  to 
accept  any  other  revenue  ofequal  value,  to  be 
fettled  and  appropriated  in  lieu  of  his  intereft  in 
the  faid  duties.  The  bill  was  read  a  fecond 
time,  and  configned  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe  ;  but  that  for  limiting  the  number  of  of- 
ficers in  the  houle  of  commons,  was  thrown  out 
at  the  fecond  reading.  Petitions  againft  the  bill 
touching  the  retail  of  fpirituous  liquors  were  pre- 
fented  by  the  traders  to  the  Britifh  fugar  co- 
lonies, by  the  merchants  of  Briilol  and  Liver- 
pool, reprefenting  the  hardiliips  to  which  they 
would  be  expofed  by  a  law  which  amounted  to  a 
prohibition  of  rum  and  fpirits  diftilled  from  mo- 
lafles.  In  confequence  of  thefe  remonftrances, 
a  mitigating  claufe  was  inferted,  in  favour  of  the 
compofition  known  by  the  name  of  punch  -,  and 
diftillers  were  permitted  -to  exercife  any  other 
employment.  The  fum  of  feventy  thoufand 
pounds  was  voted  for  making  good  the  defi- 
ciencies that  might  happen  in  the  civil-lift  by 
this  bill,  which  at  length  pafied  through  the 
houfe,  though  not  without  reiterated  difputes 
and  warm  altercation.  Violent  oppofition  was 
likewife  made  to  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  peo- 
ple called  quakers,  who  offered  a  petition,  repre- 
fenting, that  though  from  motives  of  conscience 
they  refufed  the  payment  of  tythes,  church-rates, 
oblations,  and  ecclefiaftical  dues,  they  were  ex- 
pofed to  grievous  furTerings  by  profecution  in 

the 
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the  exchequer,  ecclefiaflical,  and  other  courts,  to  *• c-  «7j«. 
the  imprifonment  of  their  peribns,  and  the  ruin 
of  them  and  their  families.  A  bill  being  prepar-  Another  fix- 
ed for  their  relief,  was  read  and  printed ;  then 
petitions  were  preferred  againft  it  by  the  clergy 
of  Middlefex,  and  of  many  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  Counfel  was  heard  in  behalf  of  thefe 
petitioners,  and  feveral  alterations  propofed  in 
the  bill,  which  after  long  repeated  debates  fur- 
mounted  all  oppofition,  and  was  fent  up  to  the 
lords. 

In  the  month  of  February  the  king  had  fent 
two  members  of  the  privy- council  to  the  prince 
of  Wales,  with  a  mefTage,  propofmg  a  marriage 
between  his  royal  highnefs  and  the  princefs  of 
Saxegotha.  The  propofal  being  agreeable  to 
the  prince,  the  marriage  was  celebrated  on  the 
twenty-feventh  day  of  April.  Upon  this  occa- 
fion  Mr.  Pulteney  moved  for  an  addrefs  of  con- 
gratulation to  his  majefty,  and  was  fupported  by 
Mr.  George  Lyttleton  and  Mr.  William  Pitt, 
who  feized  this  opportunity  of  pronouncing  ele- 
gant panegyrics  on  the  prince  of  Wales  and  his 
amiable  confort.  Thefe  two  young  members 
foon  dift'mguimcd  themfelves  in  the  houfe  by 
their  eloquence  and  fuperior  talents.  The  atten- 
tion of  the  houfe  was  afterwards  converted  to  a 
bill  for  the  prevention  of  fmuggling ;.  and  ano- 
ther for  explaining  the  act  for  the  more  effectual 
preventing  bribery  and  corruption  in  the  elec- 
tion of  members  to  ferve  in  parliament.  Both 

made 
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A.  c.  1739.  macje  their  way  through  the  lower  houfe,  and 
were  Tent  up  to  the  lords  for  their  concurrence. 
The  number  of  land-forces  voted  for  the  fervice 
of  the  current  year  was  reduced  to  feventeen 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  four  effective  men. 
The  fupplies  were  raifed  by  the  malt- tax* and 
land-tax,  at  two  millings  in  the  pound,  additio- 
nal duties  on  mum,  cyder,  and  perry,  ftamped 
vellum,  parchment,  and  paper;  and  by  an  act 
impowering  his  majefty  to  borrow  fix  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  of  the  finking  fund.  In  this 
feffion  the  parliament  repealed  the  old  ftatutes  of 
England  and  Scotland  againft  conjuration,  witch- 
Mortmain  craft,  and  dealing  with  evil  fpirits.  The  com- 
*ftl  mons  likewife  prepared  a  bill  to  reftrain  the  dif- 

pofition  of  lands  in  mortmain,  whereby  they  be- 
came unalienable.  Againft  this  meafure  peti- 
tions were  prefented  by  the  two  univerfities,  the 
colleges  of  Eton,  Winchefter,  and  Weftminfter, 
and  divers  hofpitals  that  fubiifted  by  charitable 
•donations.  In  favour  of  the  univerfities  and 
colleges  a  particular  exempting  claufe  was  in- 
ferted.  Several  other  amendments  were  made  in 
the  bill,  which  pafled  thro'  both  houfes,  and  ob- 
tained the  royal  afient.  Among  the  acts  pafled  in 
this  feffion,  was  one  for  naturalizing  herroyal  high- 
nefs  the  princefs  of  Wales ;  and  another  for  build- 
ing a  bridge  crofs  the  Thames  from  the  New- 
palace  Yard  in  the  city  of  Weftminfter,  to  the 
oppofite  ihore  in  the  county  of  Surry.  The  points 
chiefly  debated  in  the  houfe  of  lords  were  the 
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jtddrefs  of  thanks  for  his  majefty's  fpecch,  the  A-«.»?3*» 
mprtmain  bill,  the  quakers  bill,  which  was 
thrown  out,  and  that  for  the  prevention  of  fmug- 
gling,  which  did  not  pafs  without  divifion  and 
protejl.  On  the  twentieth  day  of  May  the  king 
clofed  the  fefilon  with  a  fpeech,  in  which  he  told 
both  houfes,  that  a  farther  convention  touching 
the  execution  of  the  preliminaries  had  been 
made  and  communicated  to  him  by  the  emperor 
and  mod  chriftian  king  :  and,  that  negotiations 
were  carrying  on  by  the  feveral  powers  engaged 
in  the  late  war,  in  order  to  fettle  a  general  pacifi- 
cation. He  exprefied  great  concern  at  feeing 
fuch  feeds  of  diffatisfaction  fown  among  his  peo- 
ple :  he  protefted  it  was  his  defire,  and  mould 
be  his  care,  to  preferve  the  prefent  conftitution 
in  church  andftate  as  by  law  eftablifhed  :  he  re* 
commended  harmony  and  mutual  affediorl 
among  all  proteftants  of  the  nation,  as  the  great 
fecurity  of  that  happy  eftablifhment  5  and  figni- 
fied  his  intention  to  vifit  his  German  dominions*  * 
Accordingly  the  parliament  was  no  fooner  pro- 
rogued than  he  fet  out  for  Hanover,  after  hav- 
ing appointed  the  queen  regent  in  his  ab- 
fence. 

Such  a  degree  of  licentioufnefs  prevailed  over 
the  whole  nation,  that  the  kingdom  was  filled 
with  tumult  and  riots,  which  might  have 
been  prevented  by  proper  regulations  of  the 
civil  government  in  a  due  execution  of  the  laws. 
The  moft  remarkable  of  thefe  difturbances  hap- 
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A.  c.  1736.  pencd  at  Edinburgh  on  the  feventh  day  of  Se]> 
Rem-ukabie  tember.  John  Porteous,  who  commanded  the 
bur/h  Ed  guard  payed  by  that  city,  a  man  of  a  brutal  difpo- 
fition  and  abandoned  morals,  had  at  the  execu- 
tion of  a  imuggler  been  provoked  by  fome  in- 
fults  from  the  populace,  to  order  his  men,  with- 
out ufmg  the  previous  formalities  of  the  law,  to 
fire  with  mot  among  the  crowd  ;  by  which  pre- 
cipitate order  feveral  innocent  peribns  loft  their 
lives.  Porteous  was  tried  for  murder,  convict- 
ed, and  received  fentence  of  death :  but  the  queen, 
as  guardian  of  the  realm,  thought  proper  to  in- 
dulge him  with  a  reprieve.  The  common  peo- 
ple of  Edinburgh  refentcd  this  lenity  {hewn  to 
a  criminal  who  was  the  object  of  their  deteflation. 
They  remembered  that  pardons  had  been  grant- 
ed to  divers  military  delinquents  in  that  coun- 
try, who  had  been  condemned  by  legal  trial. 
They  feemed  to  think  thofe  were  encourage- 
ments to  oppreffion  ;  they  were  fired  by  a  na- 
tional jealoufy  •,  they  were  ftimnlated  by  the  re- 
lations and  friends  of  thofe  who  had  been 
murdered ;  and  they  refolved  to  wreak  their 
vengeance  on  the  author  of  that  tragedy,  by  de- 
priving him  of  life  on  the  very  day  which  the 
judges  had  fixed  for  his  execution.  Thus  de- 
termined, they  afiembled  in  different  bodies, 
about  ten  of  the  clock  at  night.  They  blocked 
up  the  gates  of  the  city,  to  prevent  the  admif- 
fion  of  the  troops  that  were  quartered  in  the 
fuburbs.  They  furprifed  anddi&rmed  the  town 
tt  guard 
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guard  :  they  broke  open  the  prifon- doors,  dragg-  A-  c.  173$. 
cd  Porteous  from  thence  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion, and  leaving  him  hanging  by  the  neck  on  a 
dyer's  pole,  quietly  difperfed  to  their  feveral  ha- 
bitations. This  exploit  was  performed  with  fuch 
conduct  and  deliberation  as  feemed  to  be  the  re- 
fulc  of  a  plan  formed  by  fome  perfons  of  confe- 
quence  :  it  therefore  became  the  object  of  a  very 
fevere  inquiry. 

During  this  fummer  a  rupture  happened  be-  J^Sfe** 
tween  the  Turks  and  the  Ruffians,  which  lad  re-  fzaiifiaa»^ 
duced  the  city  of  Afoph  on  the  Black-fea,  and  man  P«t* 
over-ran  the  greateft  part  of  C rim  Tartary.  The 
czarina  declared  war  againft  the  Ottoman  Porte, 
becaufe  the  Tartars  of  the  Crimea  had  made  in- 
curfions  upon  her  frontiers ;  and  when  me  com- 
plained of  thefe  diforders  to  the  vizir,  me  re- 
ceived no  fatisfa&ion  :  befides,  a  large  body  of 
Tartars  had,  by  order  of  that  minifter,  marched 
through  the  Ruffian  provinces,  in  defpite  of  the 
cmprefs,  and  committed  terrible  havock  in  their 
route.  The  emperor  was  obliged  to  engage  as  a 
party  in  this  war,  by  a  treaty  offenfive  and  de- 
ftnfive,  which  he  had  many  years  before  con- 
cluded with  the  czarina.  Yet,  before  he  declar- 
ed hirnfelf,  he  joined  the  maritime  powers  in  of- 
fering his  mediation  to  the  fultan,  who  was  very 
well  difpofed  to  peace ;  but,  the  czarina  infilled 
upon  her  retaining  Afoph,  which  her  forces  had 
reduced ;  and  this  preliminary  article  being  re- 
H  h  2  jecled 


456  HISTORYo*  ENGLAND. 

A.C.  ,7i6.  jected  as  di (honourable  to  the  Ottoman  empire,  the 
court  of  Vienna  began  to  make  preparations  for 
war.     By  this  time  all  the  belligerant  powers  in 
Italy  had  agreed  to  the  preliminaries  of  peace 
concluded  between    the  emperor  and  France. 
The  duke  of  Lorraine  had  efpoufed  the  emperor's 
eldeft  daughter,  the  archdutchefs  Maria  Therefa, 
and  ceded  Lorraine  to  France   even  before  hf 
fucceeded  to  Tufcany.     Don  Carlos  was  crown- 
ed king  of  Sicily  :  Staniflaus  abdicated  the  crown 
of  Poland;  and  Auguftus  was    univerfally  ac- 
knowledged fovereign  of  that  kingdom.     The 
preliminaries  were  approved  and  accepted  by  the 
diet  of  the  empire :  the  king  of  Spain  fent  or- 
ders for  his  troops  to  evacuate  Tufcany ;   and 
the  provinces  in  Italy  yielded  to  the  houfe  of 
Auftria.    Prince  Eugene,  who  had  managed  the 
intereftsof  the  emperor  on  this  occafion,  did  not 
live  to  fee  the  happy  fruits  of  his  negotiation. 
Bath  of^      He  died  at  Vienna,  in  April,  at  the  age  of  feventy 
r'rlT  '       three,   leaving  behind  him  the  character  of  an 
invincible  hero  and  confummate  politician.    He 
was  not  long  furvived  by  count  Staremberg,  ano- 
ther Imperial  general,  who  ranked  next  to  the 
prince  in  military  reputation.     About  the  fame 
time  Great-Britain  fuftained  a  national  lofs  in  tha 
death  of  lord   chancellor  Talbot,  who,   by  his 
worth,  probity,  and  acquired  accomplimments, 
had  dignified  the  great  office  to  which  he  had 
been  railed.     He  died  univerfally  lamented,  in 
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the  month  of  February,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  i  A  c.  i?36. 
and  was  fucceedcd  on  the   bench  by  the  lord 
Hardwicke. 

The  king  being  indifpofed,  in  confequence  of 
having  been  fatigued  by  a  very  tempeftuous  paf- 
fage  from  Holland,  the  parliament  was  proro- 
gued from  the  twenty- firft  day  of  January  to  the 
firft  of  February,  and  then  the  feflion  v/as  open- 
ed by  commiflion.  The  lord  chancellor  as  one  The  frflioa 
of  the  peers  authorifed  by  this  commiflion,  made 
a  fpeech  in  his  majefly's  name  to  both  houfes. 
With  refpect  to  foreign  affairs,  he  told  them,  that 
the  refpeclive  acts  of  cefllon  being  exchanged, 
and  orders  given  for  the  evacuation  and  poflef- 
fionofthe  feveral  countries  and  places  by  the 
powers  concerned,  according  to  the  allotment 
and  difpofition  of  the  preliminary  articles,  the 
great  work  of  re-eftabliming  the  general  tranqui- 
lity  was  far  advanced :  that,  however,  common 
prudence  called  upon  them  to  be  very  attentive 
to  the  final  conclufion  of  the  new  fettlement. 
He  faid  his  majefty  could  not  without  furprize 
and  concern,  obferve  the  many  contrivances  arv.1 
attempts  carried  on,  in  various  ihapes,  and  in 
different  parts  of  the  nation,  tumultuoufly  to  re- 
fill and  obflrud  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and 
to  violate  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.  That  the 
confideration  of  the  heighth  to  which  thefe  auda- 
cious practices  might  rife,  if  not  timely  fup- 
prefied,  afforded  a  melancholy  profped,  and  re- 
quired particular  attention,  left  they  mould  af- 
H  h  3  feft 
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A,  c.  i736.  fc£t  private  perfons  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of 
their  property,  as  well  as  the  general  peace  and 
good  order  of  the  whole.  After  the  commons 
had  agreed  to  an  addrefs,  and  heard  counfel  on 
fome  controverted  elections,  they  proceeded  to 
take  the  fupply  into  confideration.  They  voted 
ten  thouland  men  for  the  fea-fervice.  They 
continued  for  the  land-fervice  the  fame  number 
they  had  maintained  in  times  of  tranquility, 
amounting  to  feventeen  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  four  •,  but  this  meafure  was  not  adopted  withr 
out  oppofition  :  the  money  was  raifed  by  the 
land  and  malt- taxes,  and  one  million  granted  out 
of  the  finking  fund. 

^feuLnm2rt  The  chief  fubjeft  of  contention  that  prefcnted 
entheof  i*^  m  *^c  courk  °f  this  fefiion,  was  a  motion 
Wale?.  which  Mr.  Pulteney  made  for  an  addrefs  to  his 
majefty,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  fettle  one 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year  upon  the  prince 
0f  Wales.  He  reprefented  that  fuch  provifion 
was  conformable  to  the  practice  of  antient  times; 
that  what  he  propofed  had  been  enjoyed  by  his 
prefent  majefty  in  the  life-time  of  his  father : 
and,  that  a  fettlement  of  this  nature  was  reafon- 
able  and  neceflary,  to  afcertain  the  independency 
of  the  apparent  heir  to  the  crown.  The  motion 
was  vigoroiifly  oppofed  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
as  an  encroachment  on  the  prerogative  -,  as  an 
officious  intermeddling  in  the  king's  family-af- 
fairs ;  and  as  an  effort  to  fet  his  rnajefty  and 
the  prince  at  variance.  But  a  miiunderftanding 
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it  feems  had  already  happened  in  the  royal  fa-  AC.  i736. 
mily  :  for,  the  minifter  in  the  midft  of  his  haran- 
gue told  the  houfe,  by  his  majefty's  command, 
that  on  the  preceding  day  the  king  had  fent  * 
mefTage  to  the  prince  by  feveral  noblemen  of  the 
firft  quality,  importing,  that  his  majefty  had  gi- 
ven order  for  fettling  a  jointure  upon  the  prin- 
ceis  of  Wales,  fuitable  to  her  high  rank  and  dig- 
nity., which  he  would  in  a  proper  time  by  before 
the  parliament,  in  order  to  be  rendered  more 
certain  and  effectual :  that,  although  his  royal 
highnefs  had  not  thought  fit  by  any  application 
to  his  majefty,  to  defire  that  his  allowance  of 
fifty  thoufand  pounds  might  be  rendered  Icfs 
precarious,  the  king,  to  prevent  the  bad  amfe- 
quences  which  he  apprehended  might  follow 
from  the  undutiful  meafures  which  his  majefty 
was  informed  the  prince  had  been  advifed  to 
purfue,  would  grant  to  his  royal  highnefs  for  his 
majefty's  life,  the  faid  fifty  thoufand  pounds  per 
annum,  to  be  ifiued  out  of  the  civil-lift  re- 
venues, over  and  above  the  prince's  revenues 
arifing  from  the  dutchy  of  Cornwall,  which  his 
majefty  thought  a  very  competent  allowance, 
confidering  his  own  numerous  iffue,  and  the  great 
expence  which  did  and  muft  necefiarily  attend 
an  honourable  provifion  for  the  whole  royal  fa- 
mily :  that  the  prince,  by  a  verbal  anfwer,  de- 
fircd  their  lordmips  to  lay  him  with  all  humility 
at  his  majefty's  feet :  to  allure  him,  that  he  did 
and  ever  ihould  retain  the  utmoft  duty  for  his 
H  h  4  royal 
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-A.C.  ,736.    r0yaj  perfon  .  tnat  he  was  verv  thankful  for  any 
inftance  of  his  majefty's  goodnefs  to  him  or  to 
the  princefs,  and  particularly  for  his  majefty's 
gracious   intention  of  fettling  a  jointure  upon 
her  royal  highnefs ;   but,  that  as  to  the  meffage, 
the  affair  was  now  out  of  his  hands,   and  there- 
fore he  could  give  no  anfwer  to  it :  that  his  royal 
highnefs  afterwards  ufed  many  dutiful  expref- 
fions  towards  his   majefty  ;  adding,  "  Indeed, 
"  my  lords,  it  is  in  other  hands,  and  I  am  forry 
"  for  it ;"  or  words  to  that  effect.    He  then  en- 
deavoured to  demonftrate,  that  the  annual  fum 
of  fifty  thoufand  pounds  was  as  much  as  the  king 
could  afford  to  allow  for  the  prince's  mainte- 
nance-,  and  he  expatiated  upon  the  bad  confe- 
quences  that  might  enfue,  if  the  fon  mould  be 
rendered  altogether  independent  of  the  father. 
w.»  de-         Thefe  fuggeftions  did  not  pafs  unanfwered. 
Jwjea.*11   Sir  Robert  Walpole  had  afierted,  that  the  par- 
liament had  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  crea- 
tion or  maintenance  of  a  prince  of  Wales  ;  and, 
that  in  the  cafe  of  Richard  II.   who  upon  the 
death  of  his  father  the  black  prince,  was  created 
prince  of  Wales,  in  confluence  of  an  addrefs  or 
petition   from  parliament,  that   meafure  was  in 
all  probability  directed  by  the  king  himfelf.     In 
anfwer  to  this  afiertion  it  was  obferved,  that  pro- 
bably the  king  would  not  have  been  fo  forward 
in  creating  his  grandfon  prince  of  Wales,  if  he 
had  not  been  forced  into  this  itep  by  his  parlia- 
'  ment  -t  for,  Edward  in  his  old  age  fell  into  a  fort 
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of  love-dotage,  and  gave  himfelf  entirely  up  to 
the  management  of  his  miftrefs  Alice  Pierce, 
and  his  fecond  fon  the  duke  of  Lancafter ;  a  cir- 
cnmftance  that  raifed  a  moft  reafonable  jealoufy 
in  the  black  prince,  at  that  time  on  his  death-bed, 
who  could  not  but  be  anxious  about  the  fafety 
and  right  of  his  only  fon,  whom  he  found  he  was 
foon  to  leave  a  child  in  the  hands  of  a  doting 
grandfather,  and  an  ambitious  afpiring  uncle. 
The  fupporters  of  the  motion  obferved,  that  the 
allowance  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds  was  not  fuf- 
ficient  to  defray  the  prince's  yearly  expence, 
without  alotting  one  (hilling  for  a&s  of  charity 
and  munificence  ;  and  that  the  feveral  deductions 
for  land-taxes  and  fees  reduced  it  to  forty-three 
thoufand  pounds.  They  affirmed,  that  his  whole 
income,  including  the  revenues  of  the  dutchy  of 
Cornwall,  did  not  exceed  fifty-two  thoufand 
pounds  a  year,  though,  by  his  majefty's  own  re- 
gulation, the  expence  of  the  prince's  houftiold 
amounted  to  fixty-three  thoufand.  They  proved, 
that  the  produce  of  the  civil- lift  exceeded  nine 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  a  fum  above  on« 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year  more  than  was 
enjoyed  by  his  late  majefty :  that  in  the  firft  year 
of  the  late  king  the  whole  expence  of  his  houf- 
hold  and  civil  government  did  not  much  exceed 
four  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  a-year. 
They  obferved,  that  the  parliament  added  one 
hundred  and  forty  thoufand  pounds  annually  for 
acts  of  charity  and  bounty,  together  with  the 

article 
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A.  c.  1737.  article  of  fecret-fervice  money  ;  and  allowed  one 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  prince  of  Wales :  that  the  article  of  fecret- 
fervice  money  had  prodigiously  increafed  in  the 
late  reign  :  by  an  account  which  happened  to 
be  layed  before  the  parliament,  it  appeared,  that 
vaft  fums  of  money  had  been  given  for  purpofes 
which  no  body  underftood,  and  to  perfons 
whom  no  body  knew.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
following  feflion  feveral  members  refolved,  that 
this  extraordinary  account  fliould  be  taken  into 
confideration  ;  but  the  inquiry  was  warded  off 
by  the  other  party,  who  declared,  that  the  par^ 
liament  could  not  examine  any  account  which 
had  been  prefented  to  a  former  feflion.  The 
debate  was  fierce  and  long  ;  and  ended  in  a  di- 
vifion,  by  which  the  motion  was  rejected.  A 
motion  of  the  Tame  nature  was  made  by  the  lord 
Carteret  in  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  gave  rile  to 
a  very  keen  difpute,  maintained  by  the  fame 
arguments,  and  nTuing  in  the  fame  termina- 
tion. 

The  next  remarkable  conteft  was  occafioned 
by  a  motion  of  Sir  R.  Walpole,  who  propofed, 
that  the  fum  of  one  million  fhould  be  granted  to 
his  majefty,  towards  redeeming  the  like  fum  of 
the -increafed  capital  of  the  South- lea  company, 
commonly  called  South- Tea  annuities.  Several 
members  argued  for  the  expediency  of  applying 
this  fum  to  the  payment  of  the  debt  due  to  the 
bank,  as  part  of  that  incumbrance  was  faddled 
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irith  an  intercft  of  fix  per  cent,  whereas  the  in-   A.  0,1757, 

tereft  payed  for  the  other  fums  that  conftituted 

the  public  debt,  did  not  exceed  four  per  cent. 

Many  plaufible  arguments  were  offered  on  both 

fides  of  the  queftion  •,  and  at  length,  the  motion 

was  carried  in  the  affirmative.     The  houfe  hav-    BwS. 

ing  refolved  itfclf  into  a  committee,  to  confider   fchen?e  fof 

°  reducing  tfat 

of  the  national  debt,  Sir  John  Barnard  made  a 
motion,  for  enabling  his  majefty  to  raife  money 
either  by  the  fale  of  annuities,  or  by  borrowing 
at  an  intereft  not  exceeding  three  per  cent,  to 
be  applied  towards  redeeming  the  South-fea  an- 
nuities ;  and,  that  fuch  of  the  faid  annuitants  as 
fhould  be  inclined  to  fubfcribe  their  refpeftive 
annuities,  mould  be  preferred  to  all  others.  He 
faid,  that  even  thofe  public  fecurities  which  bore 
an  intereft  of  three  per  cent,  only,  were  fold  at 
a  premium  in  Change -alley  :  he  was  therefor* 
perfuaded,  that  all  thofe  who  were  willing  to  give 
a  premium  for  a  three  per  cent,  fecurity,  would 
gladly  lend  his  money  to  the  government  at  the 
fame  intereft,  mould  books  of  fubfcription  be 
opened  for  that  purpofe,  with  an  affurance  that  no 
part  of  the  principal  fhould  be  payed  off  for  four- 
teen years.  He  expatiated  upon  the  national 
advantages  that  would  accrue  from  a  reduction 
of  intereft.  From  eafy  and  obvious  calculations 
he  inferred,  that  in  a  very  little  time  the  intereft 
upon  all  the  South-fea  annuities  would  be  re- 
duced from  four  to  three  per  cent,  without  any 
danger  to  public  credit,  or  breach  of  public 

farth; 
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*•*-'•  »73T«  faith  :  that  then  the  produce  of  the  fmking-fund 
would  amount  to  fourteen  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum,  to  be  applied  only  towards 
redeeming  the  capital  of  the  feveral  trading 
companies  :  this  meafure  would  bring  every  one 
of  themfo  much  within  the  power  of  parliament, 
that  they  would  be  glad  to  accept  of  three  per 
cent,  intereft  on  any  reafonable  terms  -,  in  which 
cafe  the  fmking-fund  would  rife  to  one  million  fix 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  per  annum.  Then 
the  parliament  might  venture  to  annihilate  one 
half  of  it,  by  freeing  the  people  from  the  taxes 
upon  coals,  candles,  foap,  leather,  and  other 
fuch  impofitions  as  lay  heavy  upon  the  poor  la- 
bourers and  manufacturers :  the  remaining  part 
of  the  fmking-fund  might  be  applied  towards 
the  difcharge  of  thofe  annuities  and  public  debts 
which  bore  an  intereft  of  three  per  cent,  only, 
and  afterwards  towards  diminifhing  the  capitals 
ef  the  feveral  trading  companies  till  the  term  of 
fourteen  years  mould  be  expired  •,  then  the  fmk- 
ing-fund would  again  amount  to  above  a  mil- 
lion yearly,  which  would  be  fufHcientfor  paying 
them  off,  and  freeing  the  nation  intirely  from 
all  its  incumbrances.  This  falutary  fcheme  was 
violently  oppofed  by  alderman  Heathcote  and 
other  partifans  of  the  miniftry ;  yet  all  their  ob- 
jections were  refuted  :  and,  in  order  to  defeat 
the  project,  they  were  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
to  artifice.  Mr.  Winnington  moved,  that  all 
the  public  creditors,  as  well  as  the  South-fea  an- 
3  nuitants, 
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fwitants,  mould  be  comprehended.  Sir  John  A  c-  *7jr 
Barnard  demonftrated,  that  it  might  be  eaiy  for 
the  government  to  borrow  money  at  three  per 
cent,  diffident  for  paying  off  fuch  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  four  and  twenty  millions  a3  were  not 
willing  to  accept  of  that  intereft,  but  extremely 
difficult  to  borrow  enough  to  fatisfy  the  pro- 
prietors of  four  and  forty  millions,  who  mighc 
choofe  to  have  their  principal  rather  than  fuch 
an  intereft.  NevertheJefs,  refolutions  were 
founded  on  this  and  other  alterations  of  the  ori- 
ginal fcheme  j  and  a  bill  was  immediately  pre- 
pared. It  produced  many  other  debates,  and 
was  at  laft  poftponed  by  dint  of  minifterial  in- 
fluence. The  fame  venerable  patriot  who  pro- 
jected this  fcheme,  moved,  that  as  foon  as  the 
intereft  of  all  the  national  redeemable  debt 
mould  be  reduced  to  three  per  cent,  the  houfe 
would  take  off  fome  of  the  heavy  taxes  which 
opprefTed  the  poor  and  the  manufacturers.  Buc 
this  motion  was  rejected  by  the  majority. 
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